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Executive Summary

Myanmar's security landscape from June 18 to June 25, 2026, was characterized by
intensified military offensives by the junta, particularly along critical trade routes in
Sagaing Region and in Rakhine State, leading to significant civilian casualties from
widespread airstrikes. Diplomatic efforts saw the junta leader engage with both China
and India, seeking legitimacy and economic cooperation amidst international
isolation. Concurrently, ethnic armed organizations, notably the Arakan Army,
demonstrated increasing military capabilities and territorial control, further
fragmenting the country's internal power dynamics. The ongoing conflict continues to
exacerbate a severe humanitarian crisis, compounded by a decline in international aid
and persistent transnational criminal activities along border regions.

Key Security Developments

* Military Offensive to Reclaim Trade Routes in Sagaing Region

The Myanmar military announced on June 24, 2026, a major offensive to regain
control of the Kalewa-Yagyi-Monywa road, a crucial artery for the India-Myanmar trade
route project in Sagaing Region. This offensive, which began on June 2, has resulted in
the recapture of several villages, including Lar Po on June 18, Sit Lin Chaung on June
21, and Hton Gyi on June 22. The military claims to have seized People's Defence
Force (PDF) camps, weapons, and ammunition, forcing the PDFs to retreat from the
route. The significance lies in the junta's efforts to secure vital economic corridors and
assert control over areas previously held by resistance forces, which had reportedly
engaged in extortion and illegal activities along these routes.

* Escalating Airstrikes and Civilian Casualties in Rakhine and Mon States

The Myanmar military conducted airstrikes on Maungdaw and Gwa townships in
Rakhine State on June 23 and 24, injuring six people, including two schoolgirls aged
18 and 19 in Maungdaw, and killing a 55-year-old and injuring three others in Gwa.
These attacks also destroyed houses and an ambulance. Separately, on June 18, an
airstrike in Kyaikto Township, Mon State, without local battles, reportedly killed two
civilians and injured one. These incidents underscore the junta's increasing reliance
on air power, including the use of gyrocopters and paramotors, which have seen a
significant surge in attacks since 2025, causing widespread civilian deaths and
displacement.

* Arakan Army Halts Junta Advance in Bago Region
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On June 24, 2026, Arakan Army (AA) forces and allied resistance groups ambushed
and forced a Myanmar military junta offensive column to withdraw in Padaung
Township, Bago Region. The junta troops had advanced towards Nyaungkyoe Village,
attempting to breach resistance positions along the Arakan-Bago border area. This
event highlights the growing operational capabilities of the AA and its allies, which
have been extending operations into Bago, Magway, and Ayeyarwady regions and are
increasingly functioning as a de facto government in western Myanmar.

* Military Buildup in Kyainseikgyi, Karen State

Military junta troop movements have been increasing in Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen
State, with continuous arrivals from Mawlamyine, Mudon, and Ye townships. Residents
reported increased military presence in Kyainseikgyi town and along major
transportation routes. Analysts suggest this buildup may indicate preparations for
military operations targeting Payathonzu, a strategically important Thai-Myanmar
border area that the junta previously lost. This development signals potential for
renewed large-scale conflict in the region, despite challenges posed by the rainy
season.

* Kachin Independence Army (KIA) Issues Warning in Shwegu District

On June 23, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) Battalion 12 issued a directive to
residents and business owners in Shwegu District, Kachin State, to cease all
association with the military junta. The warning specifically prohibits collaboration
with the regime in gold and mineral mining businesses and forbids providing
intelligence. The KIA stated that decisive action would be taken against
non-compliance. This directive reflects the ongoing struggle for control and influence
between ethnic armed organizations and the junta in resource-rich border areas.

* President Min Aung Hlaing's State Visit to China

Myanmar President U Min Aung Hlaing paid a state visit to China from June 15 to 19,
2026, where he met with Chinese President Xi Jinping. During the visit, 18 agreements
and memoranda of understanding were signed, including one on cooperation to jointly
advance the Global Security Initiative (GSI). China reiterated its support for Myanmar's
new government in coordinating development and security and pledged to combat
cross-border crime, including online gambling and telecom fraud, which have become
a major concern for Beijing. This visit underscores China's role as a crucial economic
and diplomatic lifeline for the isolated Myanmar regime.

* Diplomatic Discussions with India Precede Border Offensives

Prior to his visit to China, President Min Aung Hlaing visited India from May 30 to June
3, 2026, meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other Indian officials.
Discussions covered trade, border stability, and security matters. India reaffirmed its
readiness to support peace and dialogue in Myanmar. This diplomatic engagement
with India preceded the Myanmar military's offensive to regain control of the
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Kalewa-Yagyi-Monywa and Tamu-Kalay-Khampat trade routes, which are vital for
India-Myanmar trade.

* ASEAN's Evolving Engagement with Naypyidaw

A significant shift is underway in ASEAN's approach to Myanmar, with several member
states, including Malaysia, the Philippines, Indonesia, and Laos, engaging bilaterally
with Naypyidaw. This suggests a reconsideration of the collective pressure approach
adopted since the 2021 coup, with some foreign ministers open to including a virtual
seat for Myanmar's new government in upcoming talks. This move risks giving the
junta greater diplomatic flexibility and potentially undermining a coordinated regional
strategy for a political settlement.

* Deepening Humanitarian Crisis Amidst Declining Aid

A UN human rights office report published on June 22, 2026, highlighted that a drop in
humanitarian assistance is worsening the suffering of millions in Myanmar after five
years of conflict. The report noted that foreign actors continue to transfer arms, parts,
ammunition, and jet fuel to the military, risking facilitation of human rights and
humanitarian law violations. At least 702 civilian deaths were verified between August
2025 and January 2026, with 476 due to airstrikes.

* Transnational Crime and Border Security Concerns

More than 5,300 people remain trapped in online scam centers near the Thai border,
despite a multinational crackdown, according to a human rights group on June 23,
2026. These centers, often staffed by human trafficking victims, continue to engage in
online fraud and human trafficking, harming victims globally. China has expressed
growing frustration over the junta's failure to crack down on these criminal operations
along their shared border.

* Myanmar Remains on FATF High-Risk Jurisdictions List

On June 19, 2026, the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) reiterated Myanmar's status
as a high-risk jurisdiction subject to a call for action due to strategic deficiencies in its
anti-money laundering and counter-terrorist financing (AML/CFT) regime. While
Myanmar has taken some steps to improve, such as enhanced use of financial
intelligence and increased confiscation of criminal proceeds, the FATF warned of
potential countermeasures if no further progress is made by October 2026.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Myanmar's internal conflict and the junta's actions are increasingly recognized as
having significant geopolitical implications beyond its immediate borders. The
country's strategic location at the intersection of South Asia, Southeast Asia, and the
wider Indo-Pacific means that its instability affects regional security, economic
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stability, and strategic competition. China's deepening engagement with Myanmar,
exemplified by President Min Aung Hlaing's recent state visit, is driven by Beijing's
strategic interests in securing vital economic corridors, particularly the
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC) and the Kyaukphyu port and pipeline
projects. These projects offer China a bypass around the vulnerable Strait of Malacca,
enhancing its energy security and Indian Ocean access. China's support, including
reported deployment of drone operators to defend Kyaukphyu, indicates a more direct
investment in protecting its indispensable infrastructure.

Russia is also expanding its influence within the Indo-Pacific through its relationship
with Myanmar's military, with growing defense-industrial cooperation and military
technology exchanges raising questions about regional security dynamics and
sanctions effectiveness. Meanwhile, India, guided by its "Neighbourhood First" and
"Act East" policies, views Myanmar as a critical partner for border stability and
regional connectivity. The recent visit by Min Aung Hlaing to India underscored New
Delhi's concerns about illegal immigration, drug trafficking, and weapon smuggling
emanating from the fragmented India-Myanmar border, which is increasingly
controlled by ethnic armed groups and pro-democracy actors. India's efforts to reopen
trade routes like Kalay-Tamu and Kalewa-Yagyi-Monywa are directly linked to its
economic and security interests in the region.

Within ASEAN, a notable shift is occurring, with some member states moving towards
bilateral engagement with the Naypyidaw regime, potentially diluting the bloc's
collective pressure strategy. This "forum shopping" by the junta allows it to gain
regional acceptance incrementally without making significant progress on the
Five-Point Consensus. This fragmented diplomatic approach risks empowering the
junta and undermining efforts to achieve a political settlement, further complicating
regional stability and the international community's ability to address the crisis
effectively.

Military and Defense Analysis

The Myanmar military, or Tatmadaw, is engaged in a brutal civil war across multiple
fronts, characterized by a significant reliance on air power to counter widespread
resistance. Open-source tracking indicates a sharp increase in junta air and drone
strikes, rising from 134 in the first year after the 2021 coup to over 3,300 across
2025-2026, resulting in over 3,800 civilian deaths from airstrikes alone. The military
has expanded its air assets to include easily available gyrocopters and paramotors for
nighttime bombings, particularly in opposition-held territories, highlighting a strategy
to strike areas beyond the reach of its ground troops. This heavy reliance on aerial
operations often underscores ground weaknesses, as late-stage counterinsurgencies
frequently appear strongest from the air when they are weakest on the ground.
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Despite earlier battlefield losses, the military has regained some momentum, aided by
an unpopular conscription drive and critical support from China. Recent offensives,
such as the one to regain control of the Kalewa-Yagyi-Monywa road in Sagaing Region,
demonstrate the junta's focus on re-establishing control over strategic trade and
transportation corridors. However, the conflict remains highly fragmented, with
control flipping by district and resistance forces and ethnic armies holding an
estimated 42% of the territory. The growing capabilities of ethnic armed
organizations, particularly the Arakan Army, which now exercises effective territorial
control and administration in much of Rakhine State, present a significant challenge to
the Tatmadaw's overall force posture. The military's attempts to regain lost border
areas, such as Payathonzu in Karen State, indicate ongoing efforts to consolidate
control and secure alternative trade routes.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): The intensity of the civil war in Myanmar is expected
to remain elevated, with continued and potentially expanded junta air and drone
operations against populated areas, particularly in Shan, Sagaing, Mandalay, and
Rakhine regions. Resistance forces, including PDFs and ethnic armed organizations,
will likely maintain their offensives and defensive postures, leading to persistent
clashes. Diplomatic maneuvering by the junta to gain legitimacy and secure economic
lifelines from countries like China and India will continue, while ASEAN's shift towards
bilateral engagement may further complicate a unified international response. The
humanitarian crisis is projected to worsen due to ongoing violence, displacement, and
the compounding effects of reduced international aid and the monsoon season.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: Several regions are poised to remain critical
flashpoints. Sagaing Region, particularly along the Kalewa-Yagyi-Monywa and
Tamu-Kalay-Khampat trade routes, will see continued heavy fighting as the junta
attempts to consolidate control over these vital corridors. Rakhine State will remain
highly volatile, with the Arakan Army's advances towards strategically important
areas like Kyaukphyu, which hosts China's significant port and pipeline projects,
posing a direct challenge to the junta and raising concerns for Chinese interests.
Karen State, specifically around Kyainseikgyi and Payathonzu, is at risk of escalating
military operations as the junta seeks to regain lost border territories. Urban centers
like Yangon and Mandalay will likely remain exposed to unconventional attacks and
security raids.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the frequency and lethality of
junta airstrikes and drone attacks, which serve as a measure of the conflict's intensity
and civilian impact. The effectiveness of the junta's ground offensives in securing
strategic routes and recapturing lost territory will be crucial. Further shifts in
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diplomatic engagement by ASEAN member states and the extent of economic and
military support from China and India will indicate the junta's international standing
and capacity to sustain its rule. The humanitarian situation, including displacement
figures and access to aid, will reflect the conflict's human cost. Additionally,
developments in combating transnational crime, particularly online scam centers
along the border, will be important given China's strong interest in this issue.

Strategic recommendations: International actors should prioritize coordinated efforts
to address the escalating humanitarian crisis, ensuring unimpeded access for aid
organizations and increasing support for local civilian protection initiatives. A unified
and robust diplomatic approach from ASEAN and other international bodies is
essential to prevent the junta from exploiting bilateral engagements to evade
accountability and undermine efforts towards a political settlement. Pressure should
be maintained on the junta to cease indiscriminate attacks on civilians and to engage
in meaningful dialogue with all stakeholders. Furthermore, addressing the root causes
and facilitating the dismantling of transnational criminal networks, including scam
centers, requires concerted international cooperation with all relevant actors in the
region, including ethnic armed organizations that control significant border territories.

Structured Assessment

" json

{

"threat_level": "Critical",
"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Kalewa-Yagyi-Monywa Road (Sagaing Region)",

"detail": "Ongoing military offensive by the junta to regain control of this crucial trade
route from PDF forces, with recent recaptures of villages and seizure of PDF camps.",

"lat": 22.1000,

"Ing": 95.1333,

"intensity": 4

I

{

"label": "Maungdaw & Gwa Townships (Rakhine State)",
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"detail": "Sites of recent military airstrikes causing civilian casualties, including
schoolgirls, and destruction of property, highlighting the junta's reliance on air
power.",

"lat": 20.7833,

"Ing": 92.3667,

"intensity": 5

I

{

“label": "Padaung Township (Bago Region)",

"detail": "Location where Arakan Army and allied resistance forces ambushed and
halted a junta advance, demonstrating the AA's growing operational capabilities and
territorial influence.",

"lat": 18.5000,
"Ing": 95.2000,
"intensity": 4
h

{
"label": "Kyainseikgyi & Payathonzu (Karen State)",

"detail": "Area experiencing increased military troop movements and a buildup by the
junta, raising concerns about potential large-scale operations to retake the
strategically important border town of Payathonzu.",

"lat": 16.0500,

"Ing": 98.2500,

"intensity": 4

I

{

"label": "Shwegu District (Kachin State)",

"detail": "The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) issued a warning to residents and
businesses to cease collaboration with the military junta, indicating active
contestation for control and influence.",

"lat": 24.3000,
"Ing": 96.9333,
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"intensity": 3
b

{
"label": "Kyaukphyu (Rakhine State)",

"detail": "Strategic location of China's port and pipeline projects, now facing advances
by the Arakan Army, raising concerns for Chinese interests and potential for
intensified conflict."”,

"lat": 19.4333,
“Ing": 93.9167,
"intensity": 4

}

]

}
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Democratic Voice of Burma

* No path toward peace in Myanmar without federalism (2026-06-25 02:48)

Guest contributor Igor Blazevic Myanmar’ s neighbours are betting on a false reset. The only
viable exit from war is a federal-democratic alliance rooted in civilian rule and Bama-ethnic
cooperation. Let me start with the question: Are we anywhere close to a pathway to peace and
federalism in Myanmar? The simple answer is: no, we are [---] The post No path toward peace in
Myanmar without federalism appeared first on DVB.

* Myanmar to take BIMSTEC Secretary-General role in 2027; Min Aung Hlaing seeks Chinese
investment (2026-06-24 23:54)

Myanmar to take BIMSTEC Secretary-General role in 2027 Regime leader Min Aung Hlaing met
with the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) Secretary-General Indra Mani Pandey in Naypyidaw on Monday to discuss Burma
taking on the bloc’ s leadership role next year, regime media reported. Regime Foreign
Minister Tin Maung Swe, [--*] The post Myanmar to take BIMSTEC Secretary-General role in
2027; Min Aung Hlaing seeks Chinese investment appeared first on DVB.

« Myanmar sailors caught in Strait of Hormuz blockade as domestic fuel crisis deepens
(2026-06-24 22:19)

Hundreds of Myanmar sailors are among the estimated 11,000 international seafarers trapped
near the Strait of Hormuz, waiting for safe passage after nearly four months of maritime
paralysis triggered by the war in Iran. As a massive multinational evacuation plan finally gets
underway, the prolonged shipping gridlock has sent shockwaves back to Myanmar, worsening
an [-+-] The post Myanmar sailors caught in Strait of Hormuz blockade as domestic fuel crisis
deepens appeared first on DVB.

* World Cup fans in US unfurl banner of Aung San Suu Kyi; UN report cites 702 civilians
killed during Myanmar polls (2026-06-23 22:53)

World Cup fans in US unfurl banner of Aung San Suu Kyi A banner calling for the release of all
political prisoners in Burma, including jailed State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, was unfurled at
Metlife Stadium in the U.S. during a FIFA World Cup 2026 Group I match between Norway and
Senegal on Monday. Seven [--+] The post World Cup fans in US unfurl banner of Aung San Suu
Kyi; UN report cites 702 civilians killed during Myanmar polls appeared first on DVB.
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« From beauty queen to the resistance: Spring Revolution film ‘RAY’ premieres in
Australia (2026-06-23 22:39)

A powerful new 120-minute independent film titled ‘RAY’ made its official press debut in
Sydney on Sunday, offering international audiences a raw look into the human cost of
Myanmar’ s ongoing civil conflict. Directed by exiled filmmaker The Khit Nay and produced by
Robert and Sophia Sarkis, the English-language feature is entirely generated by revolutionary
Burmese [--:] The post From beauty queen to the resistance: Spring Revolution film ‘RAY’
premieres in Australia appeared first on DVB.

« Thai woman faces a Myanmar court in an immigration trial tied to US diplomat’ s killing
(2026-06-23 22:24)

A Thai woman appeared in a Myanmar court on Tuesday in her trial on an immigration-related
charge linked to allegations that she killed her ex-husband, a U.S. diplomat, according to an
attorney familiar with her case. Pavinee Supasirivisan is also charged with murder for the May
killing of the diplomat, whose identity has not been [---] The post Thai woman faces a Myanmar
court in an immigration trial tied to US diplomat’ s killing appeared first on DVB.

* Over 5,000 people trapped in Myanmar scam centres near Thai border, rights group says
(2026-06-23 13:08)

More than 5,300 people are still trapped in online scam centres near Myanmar’ s Thai border,
a human rights group said, over one year after thousands were freed during a multinational
crackdown in the region. In a June 22 letter to Thai police urging them to take action, the Civil
Society Network for Human Trafficking Victim [---] The post Over 5,000 people trapped in
Myanmar scam centres near Thai border, rights group says appeared first on DVB.

* On Myanmar: From Sun Tzu to Niccolo Machiavelli (2026-06-23 05:55)

Guest contributor James Shwe What two strategic thinkers reveal about China, the junta, and
the resistance U.N. Special Envoy on Myanmar Julie Bishop’ s latest address to the General
Assembly, the European Union’ s rejection of the junta’ s staged election, and shifting Indian
strategic commentary all point to the same conclusion: Myanmar’ s military rulers remain
weaker than [---] The post On Myanmar: From Sun Tzu to Niccolo Machiavelli appeared first on
DVB.

* Myanmar: Aid decline compounds suffering amid ongoing military attacks (2026-06-23
03:55)

A decline in humanitarian assistance is worsening the suffering of millions of people in
Myanmar after five years of conflict-related violence, the UN human rights office, OHCHR, said
in a report published on Monday. This is happening as foreign actors continue to transfer arms,
parts, ammunition and munitions as well as jet fuel and other dual-use items to the [--] The
post Myanmar: Aid decline compounds suffering amid ongoing military attacks appeared first
on DVB.
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* One missing during flooding in Kachin State; Myanmar refugees at camps in Thailand to
receive ID (2026-06-22 23:03)

One missing during flooding in Kachin State Residents of Kachin State’ s Mogaung Township
told DVB that the Thahtaykone, Namkhamka, and Nanyang creeks have overflowed due to
heavy rainfall since Sunday. Aid workers in Namti town warned residents living in the low-lying
wards of Shweli, Shwewah, Thahtaykone, and Thitsar to relocate, but added that only a [---] The
post One missing during flooding in Kachin State; Myanmar refugees at camps in Thailand to
receive ID appeared first on DVB.

* World Refugee Day in Chiang Mai: Bridging the Thai-Myanmar divide (2026-06-22 08:08)

Refugees, migrant workers, academics, and youth leaders converged in Chiang Mai on June 21,
to observe World Refugee Day. Against the backdrop of a massive post-coup exodus from
Myanmar, the gathering aimed to dismantle growing cross-border friction and foster deep
cultural integration with local Thai host communities. The full-day event, titled “World Refugee
Day: Migration, [---] The post World Refugee Day in Chiang Mai: Bridging the Thai-Myanmar
divide appeared first on DVB.

* UN Special Envoy on Myanmar updates General Assembly; Military regains control of
Sagaing Region town (2026-06-21 23:02)

UN Special Envoy on Myanmar updates General Assembly The U.N. Special Envoy of the
Secretary-General on Myanmar, Julie Bishop, addressed the General Assembly on Friday. The
speech coincided with the 81st birthday of jailed State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, who’ s
been held by the regime since the military coup on Feb. 1, 2021. Bishop emphasized [---] The
post UN Special Envoy on Myanmar updates General Assembly; Military regains control of
Sagaing Region town appeared first on DVB.

* UN Special Envoy on Myanmar calls for release of Aung San Suu Kyi (2026-06-21 22:12)

The United Nations Special Envoy on Myanmar, Julie Bishop, delivered a scathing indictment of
Myanmar over five years after the military coup on Feb. 1, 2021, to the U.N. General Assembly
in New York City on June 19. Bishop’ s address at U.N. Headquarters coincided with the 81st
birthday of jailed democracy leader Aung San Suu [---] The post UN Special Envoy on Myanmar
calls for release of Aung San Suu Kyi appeared first on DVB.

* UN Special Envoy on Myanmar at General Assembly (2026-06-21 08:05)

The U.N. Special Envoy of the Secretary-General on Myanmar, Julie Bishop, addressed the
General Assembly on Friday. The speech coincided with the 81st birthday of jailed State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, who' s been held by the regime since the military coup on Feb. 1,
2021. Bishop emphasized how she raised Aung San Suu Kyi’ s [--:] The post UN Special Envoy
on Myanmar at General Assembly appeared first on DVB.

* Myanmar refugees in Thailand begin to receive ID cards (2026-06-21 04:59)
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Displaced persons from Myanmar living in temporary shelters along the Thailand-Myanmar
border began receiving Thai non-national identity cards this week. UNHCR, the UN Refugee
Agency, praised the historic move. The Thai government has begun issuing the official identity
cards to non-citizens. The cards formally recognise the holders as “displaced persons from
Myanmar” . The move improves [--:] The post Myanmar refugees in Thailand begin to receive
ID cards appeared first on DVB.

« Fighting for everyone’ s mother: What the disappeared in Myanmar still ask of us
(2026-06-19 22:27)

Originally published on ABC There is a picture from the evening I keep returning to. Three
people are leaning into one another, heads almost touching, laughing. And in their hands, more
photographs. That is what they were bent over, what had drawn them in so close. Old pictures,
from long before any of this. The [---] The post Fighting for everyone’ s mother: What the
disappeared in Myanmar still ask of us appeared first on DVB.

* Aung San Suu Kyi spends 81st birthday in Myanmar prison as Min Aung Hlaing wraps up
visit to China (2026-06-19 14:42)

Striking dual realities converged on Friday as the international community marked the 81st
birthday of Myanmar’ s jailed leader Aung San Suu Kyi. While her son and global supporters
culminated a “Proof of Life” campaign to demand the military leader who jailed Aung San
Suu Kyi, to provide independent verification that she is alive. But instead [---] The post Aung San
Suu Kyi spends 81st birthday in Myanmar prison as Min Aung Hlaing wraps up visit to China
appeared first on DVB.

« Award-winning author and son sentenced to three years for ‘sedition’ in Myanmar
(2026-06-19 13:44)

A military court inside Yangon’ s notorious Insein Prison has sentenced 71-year-old National
Literature Award-winning author Tin Nyunt and his son, Nay Tun, to three years in prison for

“incitement” and “sedition.” The verdict, handed down on Thursday marks another severe
escalation in the regime’ s aggressive campaign to eradicate intellectual freedom and
retroactively criminalize political satire [---] The post Award-winning author and son sentenced
to three years for ‘sedition” in Myanmar appeared first on DVB.

« On Suu Kyi’ s 81st birthday, Myanmar must prove she is alive (2026-06-19 13:21)

Six years into detention, Aung San Suu Kyi’ s whereabouts and condition remain unknown as
junta intensifies its repression Originally published on UCA News Today is Aung San Suu Kyi’ s
81st birthday, and for the sixth year in a row she marks it in detention. A month ago, she was
moved from prison to house arrest [--:] The post On Suu Kyi’ s 81st birthday, Myanmar must
prove she is alive appeared first on DVB.

« Aung San Suu Kyi at 81: ‘Is she still alive’ [AUDIO] (2026-06-19 12:36)
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Myanmar migrants and pro-democracy exile groups across Thailand launched a coordinated
mass mobilization today to mark the 81st birthday of jailed State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi.
Read more. The post Aung San Suu Kyi at 81: ‘Is she still alive’ [AUDIO] appeared first on
DVB.

« Aung San Suu Kyi at 81:  ‘Is she still alive?” [VIDEO] (2026-06-19 02:14)

Myanmar migrants and pro-democracy exile groups across Thailand launched a coordinated
mass mobilization today to mark the 81st birthday of jailed State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi.
Read more. The post Aung San Suu Kyi at 81: ‘Is she still alive?” [VIDEO] appeared first on
DVB.

« ‘Proof of Life’ campaign culminates on Aung San Suu Kyi’ s 81st; China endorses Min
Aung Hlaing (2026-06-19 00:51)

‘Proof of Life’ campaign culminates on Aung San Suu Kyi" s 81st birthday Jailed State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi’ s son, Kim Aris, completed an 81-kilometre skateboarding
challenge in London’ s Hyde Park on Wednesday. This was part of his self-initiated “81 for
81”7 campaign, carried out two days before his mother’ s 81st birthday today, to strengthen
[*] The post ‘Proof of Life’ campaign culminates on Aung San Suu Kyi’ s 81st; China
endorses Min Aung Hlaing appeared first on DVB.

 ‘From Arrival to Survival’ : New Rohingya-led report exposes severe aid shortages in
Bangladesh (2026-06-18 23:26)

Newly arrived Rohingya refugees fleeing ongoing instability in Myanmar are facing a secondary
crisis of survival upon reaching Bangladesh, marred by strict administrative barriers and a
rapidly evaporating pool of international humanitarian aid. The grim assessment lies at the
heart of a major human rights report launched at Chiang Mai University on June 18, titled [-**]
The post ‘From Arrival to Survival’ : New Rohingya-led report exposes severe aid shortages in
Bangladesh appeared first on DVB.

« Myanmar migrants in Thailand mobilize for Aung San Suu Kyi’ s 81st birthday,
demanding ‘Proof of Life’ (2026-06-18 23:09)

Hundreds of thousands of Myanmar migrant workers and pro-democracy exile groups across
Thailand launched a coordinated mass mobilization today to mark the 81st birthday of jailed
State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi. The demonstration features a sweeping multi-province
signature campaign alongside humanitarian medical drives, serving as a powerful rebuke to the
military regime in Naypyidaw. [---] The post Myanmar migrants in Thailand mobilize for Aung
San Suu Kyi’ s 81st birthday, demanding ‘Proof of Life’ appeared first on DVB.

* Survival is a local system: Conflict-affected communities call for protections (2026-06-18
23:00)
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In Mon and Karen states, as well as Tanintharyi Region, new governance bodies are emerging.
But communities are watching with unease, and they have demands. Guest contributors Nai
Aue Mon and Maggi Quadrini Civilians are bearing the highest cost of Myanmar’ s worsening
war, yet their perspectives remain sidelined in the discussions that matter most. Stakeholders
[*]1 The post Survival is a local system: Conflict-affected communities call for protections
appeared first on DVB.

* UN reports record violations of children in conflict, with government forces the main
perpetrators (2026-06-18 22:41)

Nearly 25,000 children caught in conflict were victims of a record number of violations last year,
including killings, rape and recruitment to fight, and for the first time, government forces — not
armed groups — were the main perpetrators, a new United Nations report says.
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres’ annual report, released this week, has a [---] The post UN
reports record violations of children in conflict, with government forces the main perpetrators
appeared first on DVB.

* Leaders from Southeast Asia agree to bolster ties at a summit in Russia (2026-06-18 13:22)

President Vladimir Putin on Thursday hailed Russia’ s ties with the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations as he hosted a summit intended to strengthen economic and political ties with
the bloc. The leaders who took part in the meeting in Kazan agreed to further expand

“strategic partnership” between Russia and ASEAN nations that include Brunei, Cambodia,
[=*] The post Leaders from Southeast Asia agree to bolster ties at a summit in Russia appeared
first on DVB.

* Deadly airstrikes across Rakhine State hit strategic trade points (2026-06-18 13:12)

The Myanmar military has significantly escalated its air and naval campaign across Arakan State,
launching devastating strikes on civilian areas and vital commercial infrastructure. The
multi-township bombardment on Wednesday resulted in at least 10 civilian deaths, dozens of
severe injuries, and the destruction of a key trade jetty connected to international shipping
routes. Military analysts [---] The post Deadly airstrikes across Rakhine State hit strategic trade
points appeared first on DVB.

« Aung San Suu Kyi’ s son skateboards 81km in honour of her 81st birthday (2026-06-18
05:00)

Kim Aris, the youngest son of Myanmar’ s ousted democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyji,
completed a grueling 81-kilometre skateboarding marathon in London’ s Hyde Park on
Wednesday. The physical feat was the culmination of his self-directed “81 for 81" challenge,
executed exactly two days ahead of his mother’ s 81st birthday on June 19, to amplify global
[-:] The post Aung San Suu Kyi’ s son skateboards 81km in honour of her 81st birthday
appeared first on DVB.
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* Russia hosts leaders of Southeast Asian nations, seeking to boost their business ties
(2026-06-18 04:32)

President Vladimir Putin hosted leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
on Wednesday as Russia seeks to bolster business and other ties with the nations of the
regional bloc. The two-day meeting, being held in Kazan, is set to consider ways to expand
Russia’ s “strategic partnership” with ASEAN nations that include Brunei, Cambodia, [---] The
post Russia hosts leaders of Southeast Asian nations, seeking to boost their business ties
appeared first on DVB.

* Calls to release US citizens detained in Myanmar and China; Thai customs seize
‘Kawthoolei Republic’ ID cards (2026-06-18 01:29)

Calls to release US citizens detained in Myanmar and China Human Rights Watch (HRW) called

on the U.S. government in Washington, DC, to formally declare Min Zin, a U.S. citizen and

prominent Burma analyst arrested in China on June 3, as “wrongfully detained.” HRW stated

that Min Zin’ s arrest reflects Beijing’ s growing intolerance of independent research and [-+-]

The post Calls to release US citizens detained in Myanmar and China; Thai customs seize
‘Kawthoolei Republic’ 1D cards appeared first on DVB.

* Min Aung Hlaing is not Myanmar’ s ‘President’ so stop reporting it as fact (2026-06-18
01:28)

Guest contributor Khin Ohmar Min Aung Hlaing is not a president. Reuters, Associated Press,
Agence France-Presse, DW, and Al Jazeera English should stop calling him one. On June 16,
Reuters reported that Chinese President Xi Jinping backs “Myanmar’ s president” as the two
leaders met in Beijing. Just two weeks prior to that, on May 28, [---] The post Min Aung Hlaing is
not Myanmar’ s ‘President’ so stop reporting it as fact appeared first on DVB.

* UN food agencies warn acute hunger will worsen in 13 hot spots as famine risks rise
(2026-06-18 01:00)

The United Nations’ food agencies warned Wednesday that acute hunger is set to worsen
across 13 global hot spots in the coming months, with conflict, funding shortages and climate
shocks pushing millions closer to famine. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the
World Food Program (WFP) said in a new joint report that conditions are expected [-*+] The post
UN food agencies warn acute hunger will worsen in 13 hot spots as famine risks rise appeared
first on DVB.

Source: Myanmar Now

« Sent to die: Myanmar’ s conscripts caught between a junta’ s war and a nation’ s
collapse (2026-06-24 07:48)
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As the country’ s rulers promise peace, an entire generation finds itself consumed by the
army’ s insatiable appetite for new recruits

« Myanmar faces toughest financial sanctions as progress on money laundering stalls
(2026-06-24 04:41)

The Financial Action Task Force says it will review the blacklisted country’ s efforts later this
year to decide on whether further action is needed

* Myanmar junta holds talks with Wa, Mongla leaders amid broader push for ceasefires
(2026-06-23 09:40)

Analysts say the regime’ s push to reduce conflict in northern Shan State is aimed at
redirecting military resources toward other battlegrounds

* Years added to political prisoners’ sentences for alleged escape attempt: former
prisoner (2026-06-23 07:48)

At least 48 detainees were handed the sentences in connection with an incident at Magway
Prison last year, including one who later died during interrogation

* Myanmar army killed over 700 civilians in six months: UN report (2026-06-23 04:52)

Most died in airstrikes carried out during the election period, with women and children making
up more than half of the total, the report says

* Homes of former NMSP members damaged by Myanmar junta airstrike in Mon State
(2026-06-22 09:07)

The attack comes despite the ethnic Mon armed group’ s longstanding ceasefire and continued
communications with the regime

» Weekly Newsletter June 19, 2026 (2026-06-19 11:08)

This was a big week for Min Aung Hlaing, cementing his role as China’ s pick for president of
Myanmar. His state visit to Beijing, where he was greeted with open arms by President Xi
Jinping, marked the culmination of his carefully engineered transformation from military
dictator to “civilian” leader.It’ s easy now to forget that ---

« Myanmar junta using conscripts in  ‘human wave’ attacks, says KIA (2026-06-19 04:43)

The group says the regime is sustaining heavy losses as it attempts to send reinforcements to
Shwegu in Kachin State

* American businessman detained in Myanmar charged with breach of trust (2026-06-18
08:36)

The charge, which carries a penalty of up to life imprisonment, is related to a controversial
Washington lobbying initiative
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* Myanmar military airstrike kills at least 7 in Kyauktaw (2026-06-18 06:03)

The attack comes just days after another in Rakhine State that left at least two civilians dead in
Gwa Township
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