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Executive Summary

Myanmar's security landscape from May 07 to May 14, 2026, remained highly volatile,
characterized by ongoing civil conflict and significant geopolitical maneuvering. The
military junta claimed a strategic victory by recapturing a key trade artery towards
China, while simultaneously intensifying its control through an import blockade in
northern Shan State. Diplomatically, there were mixed signals as ASEAN foreign
ministers agreed to a virtual meeting with Myanmar's foreign minister, suggesting a
potential thaw, even as the European Union extended its comprehensive sanctions
against the regime until April 2027. The junta continued to deepen its strategic
alliances with China and Russia, particularly in security cooperation and port
developments, while enacting new cybersecurity laws to further suppress dissent and
control information. The humanitarian crisis persisted, with millions displaced and
widespread human rights concerns, underscoring a critical and complex security
environment.

Key Security Developments

* Military Claims Recapture of Key Trade Route

On May 7, 2026, Myanmar's military announced it had recaptured a crucial northern
transport corridor linking Mandalay to Myitkyina, approximately 50 kilometers from
the Chinese border, after a 15-month battle. The military claimed to have crushed
"terrorist insurgent groups" along this route, seizing the bodies of 138 rebels, though
the number of military fatalities was not confirmed. This development is significant as
it represents a counterblow to resistance forces and aims to restore the flow of
regional trade, which the military stated is now moving more smoothly.

* Ongoing Clashes and Resistance Activities

Throughout the reporting period, armed conflicts continued across various regions. In
Salin Township of Magway Region, junta troops reportedly invaded the area, setting
fire to six villages and murdering three people. Revolution forces in Beelin Township,
Mon State, claimed to have shot down a junta paramotor, while in Kyaukgyi Township,
Bago Region, the army carried out over 50 airstrikes and artillery attacks on local
villages, injuring one person and damaging property. These incidents highlight the
persistent and widespread nature of the civil war.

* Junta Implements Import Blockade in Northern Shan State
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As of May 14, 2026, the military junta imposed strict new restrictions on the import of
Chinese goods into northern Shan State, particularly around Lashio. While border
towns like Muse and Laukkai still see some product flow, military forces are
conducting rigorous inspections and seizing items at checkpoints in areas under their
administrative control. This blockade, reportedly part of a military "100-day plan," has
immediately impacted transport workers and is expected to trigger a spike in
commodity prices and regional inflation.

* ASEAN Considers Re-engagement with Myanmar's Foreign Minister

On May 7-8, 2026, Southeast Asian foreign ministers agreed to hold a virtual meeting
with Myanmar's foreign minister, signaling a potential shift in ASEAN's approach to the
crisis. This consideration follows the release of over 4,000 prisoners and the transfer
of former leader Aung San Suu Kyi to house arrest, which some officials, including
from Cambodia and Indonesia, cited as grounds for deeper engagement. However,
Myanmar's full participation in top ASEAN meetings remains restricted since the 2021
coup.

* EU Extends Sanctions Against Military Regime

The European Union extended its sanctions against Myanmar until April 30, 2027, a
decision adopted by the EU Council on April 27, 2026, and announced during this
period. The sanctions target 105 individuals and 22 entities linked to Myanmar's
military leadership, including asset freezes, travel bans, and an arms embargo. This
extension underscores the EU's condemnation of the military's actions since the 2021
coup and its commitment to addressing human rights violations.

* Deepening Russia-Myanmar Counter-Terrorism Cooperation

On April 25, 2026, Russia and Myanmar signed an Agreement on Counter-Terrorism
Cooperation during the 9th International Meeting of High Representatives for Security
Issues in Sochi. This agreement establishes a legal framework for cooperation,
including personnel training for counter-terrorism units and sharing of information,
experience, and technology to prevent, identify, and investigate acts of terror and
counter their financing. This further solidifies the strategic partnership between the
two nations, which also includes naval cooperation and port developments.

* Myanmar Enacts Draft Law on Countering Online Scam

On May 13, 2026, Myanmar released a Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Draft Law on Countering
Online Scam for public observation and recommendations. The bill, signed by
President U Min Aung Hlaing, aims to combat online fraud through strengthened
domestic and international cooperation, protect state sovereignty and public safety,
and improve information-sharing systems. This follows the enactment of a broader
Cybersecurity Law in January 2025, which introduced wide-ranging controls on
information flow and restrictions on VPN usage.
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¢ US Maintains Sanctions and Humanitarian Aid

The United States continued its policy of extending the "national emergency" in
Myanmar, allowing American sanctions against the military regime to remain in effect.
While the US provides humanitarian aid, it explicitly states that none of the $121
million authorized under the Burma Act will be delivered to the military regime,
instead supporting democracy and human rights through cross-border assistance and
non-lethal aid. This stance reflects the US's continued non-recognition of the junta's
legitimacy.

* KNA-B Strikes in Kamjong

On May 7, 2026, the KNA-B (Kuki National Army-Burma) reportedly carried out strikes
in Kamjong, indicating cross-border security concerns. This incident highlights the
complex interplay of ethnic armed groups and potential spillover effects on border
security, particularly with neighboring countries.

* Defense Spending and Modernization Efforts

Myanmar's military expenditure increased to $5.01 billion in 2024 from $2.49 billion in
2023, with the junta forecasting a widening budget deficit for the 2025-2026 fiscal
year due to increased defense spending. Procurement priorities have shifted towards
airpower and drone technology to counter resistance forces. The Directorate of
Defence Industries (KaPaSa) manages 20-25 state-owned factories, producing light
weapons and ammunition, but remains dependent on foreign imports for advanced
components, with critical production lines relocated to Naypyidaw in 2025 for security.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Myanmar's internal conflict and the military junta's actions continue to exert
significant pressure on regional stability and international relations. The deepening
strategic alignment with China and Russia is a prominent trend, with both powers
providing crucial support to the junta. China has pledged to expand trade and security
ties, particularly along their shared border, and has been instrumental in brokering
truces with ethnic armed groups, aiming to maintain stability in its border regions and
protect its economic interests, such as the Myanmar-China Economic Corridor.
Russia's involvement has expanded beyond military cooperation to include
agreements on nuclear energy, port development (such as the Thilawa naval base
near Yangon), and regular naval exercises in the Andaman Sea, solidifying its
strategic and military influence in Southeast Asia. This growing dependence on Beijing
and Moscow is a direct consequence of Western sanctions and international isolation.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) remains divided in its approach to
Myanmar. While some members, notably Cambodia, Indonesia, and Thailand, have
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shown a warming sentiment towards easing Myanmar's isolation and engaging with
its foreign minister, others like the Philippines continue to call for greater
accountability and access to detained leaders like Aung San Suu Kyi. This internal
divergence within ASEAN limits the bloc's effectiveness in resolving the crisis and
presents an opportunity for external powers to increase their influence. The potential
re-engagement, even virtually, could be seen as a step towards legitimizing the
junta's "civilian" rebranding, which Western governments have largely dismissed as a
sham.

Meanwhile, Western powers continue to exert pressure through sanctions and
diplomatic isolation. The European Union extended its sanctions until April 2027,
targeting individuals and entities linked to the military, and emphasizing human rights
concerns and the need to counter organized crime and cyber-enabled fraud
emanating from Myanmar. The United States also maintained its "national
emergency" declaration, allowing sanctions to continue, and explicitly directs
humanitarian aid away from the military regime. This sustained pressure from the
West, however, appears to push Myanmar further into the orbit of China and Russia,
creating a complex geopolitical dynamic where the country becomes a battleground
for influence between democratic and authoritarian blocs, with significant implications
for the broader Indo-Pacific strategic landscape.

Military and Defense Analysis

Myanmar's military, known as the Tatmadaw, continues to be the dominant force in
the country, with an estimated 201,000 active personnel and an annual defense
budget of approximately $5.0 billion in 2026. This represents a significant increase in
military expenditure, rising to $5.01 billion in 2024 from $2.49 billion in 2023, with
defense spending now estimated to exceed 3% of the GDP. The junta's budget deficit
is projected to widen for the 2025-2026 fiscal year, largely attributed to these
increased defense allocations.

The military's force posture is primarily focused on internal security operations
against a widespread armed resistance. Its modernization programs prioritize
airpower and drone technology, a strategic shift aimed at countering the resistance's
increasing use of commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) UAVs. The Directorate of Defence
Industries (KaPaSa), comprising 20 to 25 state-owned factories, is largely
self-sufficient in producing light weapons and ammunition, including MA-series small
arms, mortars, artillery shells, landmines, and aerial bombs. However, for advanced
components, the military remains heavily dependent on foreign imports. In 2025,
critical production lines were relocated to Naypyidaw to secure them from advancing
resistance forces, indicating a defensive measure to protect key defense industry
assets. The enforcement of a conscription law in February 2024, mandating military
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service for both men and women, underscores the military's severe troop shortages
and its efforts to bolster its ranks amidst ongoing civil war.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): The immediate future for Myanmar is likely to see a
continuation of intense armed conflict, particularly in regions where resistance forces
maintain strongholds and along key trade routes. The military junta will likely press its
advantage following the claimed recapture of the Mandalay-Myitkyina trade artery
and continue its "100-day plan" of economic blockades in northern Shan State. This
will exacerbate humanitarian conditions and likely lead to further displacement and
economic hardship for the civilian population. Diplomatic efforts by ASEAN may see
the virtual meeting with Myanmar's foreign minister proceed, but any significant
breakthrough in resolving the conflict or improving human rights is unlikely given the
junta's consolidation of power and the limited scope of engagement. The new
Anti-Online Scam Law will likely be fully implemented, leading to increased digital
repression and further restrictions on freedom of expression.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: Key flashpoints will remain the northern Shan State,
particularly around Lashio, Muse, and Myitkyina, due to the ongoing import blockade
and competition for control over trade routes. Other areas of active conflict, such as
Salin Township (Magway Region), Beelin Township (Mon State), and Kyaukgyi
Township (Bago Region), will continue to experience clashes and human rights
abuses. Urban centers like Rangoon also remain at risk of IED attacks by opposition
militias. The border regions, especially with China and India, will be critical due to
cross-border movements of people and goods, as well as the activities of ethnic
armed organizations like the KNA-B. The Thilawa naval base near Yangon and other
strategic port developments involving Russia will be areas of geopolitical interest and
potential friction.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the effectiveness and impact
of the junta's import blockade in northern Shan State on regional economies and
resistance supply lines. The nature and outcomes of any further diplomatic
engagements by ASEAN with the Myanmar regime will be crucial, particularly
regarding the implementation of the five-point consensus. The scale and intensity of
military offensives and resistance counter-attacks, especially around strategic
infrastructure and population centers, will indicate the evolving military balance. The
enforcement of the new cybersecurity and anti-online scam laws, including arrests
and restrictions, will reflect the junta's tightening grip on information. Furthermore,
monitoring the extent of China and Russia's military and economic support, including
any new defense acquisitions or infrastructure projects, will be vital in understanding
the junta's resilience.
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Strategic recommendations: The international community should maintain and
strengthen targeted sanctions against the military junta, its affiliated entities, and
individuals responsible for human rights abuses, while ensuring that humanitarian aid
reaches the civilian population through independent channels. Diplomatic efforts
should focus on a unified approach within ASEAN and with other international partners
to press for an end to violence, the release of political prisoners, and a return to
democratic governance. Support for civil society organizations, independent media,
and human rights monitoring within Myanmar is crucial to counter the regime's digital
repression and document atrocities. Efforts to counter illicit economies, including
online scam operations and associated human trafficking, should be prioritized, given
their impact on regional stability and international financial systems. Finally, a
long-term strategy should involve supporting a federal democratic future for
Myanmar, engaging with the National Unity Government (NUG) and ethnic armed
organizations to build a credible alternative to military rule.

Structured Assessment

“Thjson

{

“threat_level": "High",
"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Northern Shan State",

"detail": "Ongoing military operations, import blockades, and clashes between the
junta and resistance forces, particularly around Lashio, Muse, and Myitkyina,
impacting trade and humanitarian access.",

"lat": 23.000,

"Ing": 97.500,

"intensity": 4

b

{

"label": "Mandalay-Myitkyina Trade Route",

"detail": "Recently recaptured by the military, this key transport corridor remains a
site of potential conflict and strategic importance for trade with China.",

"lat": 23.500,
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"Ing": 96.500,
"intensity": 3
}

{
"label": "Yangon / Thilawa Naval Base",

"detail": "The Thilawa naval base is a point of concern due to Russia's granted access
for naval operations, and Yangon itself faces ongoing threats from IED attacks by
opposition militias.",

"lat": 16.795,

"Ing": 96.160,

"intensity": 3

h

{

"label": "Magway Region (Salin Township)",

"detail": "Junta troops are actively invading and engaging in violence against local
villages, including arson and killings.",

"lat": 20.370,
"Ing": 94.860,
"intensity": 4
h
{

"label": "Mon State (Beelin Township)",

"detail": "Site of active clashes between junta forces and revolution forces, including
reports of paramotor shoot-downs.",

"lat": 17.410,
"Ing": 97.230,
"intensity": 3
b

{
"label": "Bago Region (Kyaukgyi Township)",
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"detail": "Experiencing heavy military airstrikes and artillery attacks on local villages,

resulting in casualties and property damage.",

“lat": 18.270,

"Ing": 96.900,
"intensity": 4
}
]
}

CITED OPEN SOURCES
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youtube.com
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e abs-cbn.com

e irrawaddy.com
 tradingeconomics.com
* macrotrends.net

e globalmilitary.net

e crisisgroup.org
 lowyinstitute.org

* state.gov
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Democratic Voice of Burma

« Don’ t Let the World Forget Myanmar [AUDIO] (2026-05-14 00:06)

Sean Turnell, an Australian economist, former political prisoner, and economic policy advisor to
Myanmar’ s ousted democratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi, joins us in the DVB Newsroom.
Turnell discusses the recent secretive transfer of 80-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi from Naypyidaw
Prison to an undisclosed house arrest location. As one of the only people outside [---] The post
Don’ t Let the World Forget Myanmar [AUDIO] appeared first on DVB.

«Don’ t Let the World Forget Myanmar [VIDEO] (2026-05-13 23:32)

Sean Turnell, an Australian economist, former political prisoner, and economic policy advisor to
Myanmar’ s ousted democratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi, joins us in the DVB Newsroom.
Turnell discusses the recent secretive transfer of 80-year-old Aung San Suu Kyi from Naypyidaw
Prison to an undisclosed house arrest location. As one of the only people outside [--] The post
Don’ t Let the World Forget Myanmar [VIDEO] appeared first on DVB.

* A tactical change for the resistance to military rule? UN Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun
honors monks from Myanmar (2026-05-13 23:03)

A tactical change for the resistance to military rule? The People’ s Defence Force (PDF) is
considering how to use “guerilla warfare” tactics against regime forces during its ongoing
counteroffensive, which has seen the control of seven towns return to military rule so far this
year. Sagaing Region’ s Mawlu, Indaw, Tigyaing, and Banmauk, as well as [---] The post A
tactical change for the resistance to military rule? UN Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun honors
monks from Myanmar appeared first on DVB.

* Thailand to cut visa-free stay to 30 days for tourists from 93 countries (2026-05-13 22:09)

Thailand will cut the visa-free stay period for tourists from 93 countries from 60 days to 30 days
to help prevent criminal activity, the foreign minister said. REUTERS The post Thailand to cut
visa-free stay to 30 days for tourists from 93 countries appeared first on DVB.

* Myanmar junta airstrikes killed at least 15 civilians last week (2026-05-13 08:44)

Min Aung Hlaing, after swearing in as president, had announced a ‘100-day peace plan’ Kyaw
Lin Htoon for UCA News The military junta in Myanmar continues airstrikes targeting villages
and towns, killing more than 15 people in the past week, according to independent estimates
based on eyewitness accounts. The strikes were reported in the Bago [-*] The post Myanmar
junta airstrikes killed at least 15 civilians last week appeared first on DVB.
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* NUG criticizes Naypyidaw response to ASEAN exclusion; APHR warns against normalizing
relations with Myanmar (2026-05-12 23:01)

APHR warns against normalizing relations with Myanmar The ASEAN Parliamentarians for
Human Rights (APHR), a network of current and former lawmakers focusing on how to improve
human rights in countries across Southeast Asia, issued a statement on Tuesday warning
against what it called a “lack of concrete action” on Burma by the Association of Southeast
Asian [--] The post NUG criticizes Naypyidaw response to ASEAN exclusion; APHR warns against
normalizing relations with Myanmar appeared first on DVB.

« Myanmar authorities crack down on cyber scams after US offers reward (2026-05-12 10:54)

A nationwide crackdown on illicit cyber scam and gambling operations has led to sweeping
arrests across Myanmar, as international pressure mounts from both the United States and
China to dismantle the multibillion-dollar industry. Regime media reported on Monday that
authorities arrested 86 Chinese and five Myanmar nationals between May 4-9 in southern Shan
State’ s Laihka [*] The post Myanmar authorities crack down on cyber scams after US offers
reward appeared first on DVB.

* Rakhine State capital starts 90-day crackdown to stifle information flow (2026-05-12 09:07)

Residents in the Arakan State capital of Sittwe are facing a sweeping 90-day operation to inspect
overnight guest lists, a move locals say is designed to root out individuals sharing information
with independent Burmese media outlets or armed resistance groups, such as the Arakan Army
(AA). The crackdown, which began in April, was ordered by [---] The post Rakhine State capital
starts 90-day crackdown to stifle information flow appeared first on DVB.

« ‘Solidarity Not Charity’ Food Not Bombs Chiang Mai (2026-05-11 23:44)

Volunteers with the grassroots collective Food Not Bombs CNX gathered on May 10 to prepare
and distribute free meals, clothing, and essential supplies to homeless residents, migrant
workers, and low-income community members in Chiang Mai, Thailand. The weekly mutual aid
initiative began in 2021 during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, as the collapse of [--*] The
post ‘Solidarity Not Charity’ Food Not Bombs Chiang Mai appeared first on DVB.

« Counteroffensive nearly complete in Mandalay’ s Myingyan District; Military chief to
arrange jobs for conscripts (2026-05-11 23:01)

Counteroffensive nearly complete in Mandalay’ s Myingyan District Over 5,000 civilians living in
10 villages located in Mandalay Region’ s Myingyan Township have fled their homes to find
refuge in territory controlled by the National Unity Government (NUG) in neighbouring Sagaing
Region this month as regime forces have nearly regained complete control of Myingyan

District’ s Natogyi, Taungtha, [---] The post Counteroffensive nearly complete in Mandalay’ s
Myingyan District; Military chief to arrange jobs for conscripts appeared first on DVB.
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« Myanmar survivors urge Philippines to advance war crimes case against military
(2026-05-11 07:49)

Survivors of military violence in Myanmar are urging Philippine authorities to move forward
with a 2023 criminal complaint against military regime leader Min Aung Hlaing, which currently
remains pending before the Department of Justice (DOJ). The renewed push for action was
announced on Saturday as regional leaders gathered in Cebu, Philippines, for the 48th
Association [---] The post Myanmar survivors urge Philippines to advance war crimes case
against military appeared first on DVB.

« Myanmar military chief launches ‘Youth Training Schools’ amid fears of indoctrination
(2026-05-11 06:20)

In his first major act as Myanmar’ s commander-in-chief, Ye Win Oo announced the
establishment of 13 “Youth Education Training Schools” in Yangon and Naypyidaw, as well as
other states and regions. Slated to open in June for the 2026-27 academic year, the academies
are ostensibly designed to educate teenagers, but critics and parents fear they [---] The post
Myanmar military chief launches ‘Youth Training Schools’ amid fears of indoctrination
appeared first on DVB.

* Clashes and airstrikes in Kachin State as military counteroffensive continues (2026-05-11
03:17)

Clashes between the Myanmar military and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) continued in
Kachin State’ s Shwegu Township on Saturday, days after a deadly series of airstrikes by the
Myanmar Air Force killed one civilian and seriously injured three others on May 5. Frontline
sources report that a coalition of KIA and People’ s Defence Force (PDF) [---] The post Clashes
and airstrikes in Kachin State as military counteroffensive continues appeared first on DVB.

* Break the cycle of impunity that holds people of Myanmar hostage (2026-05-11 00:11)

UN Special Rapporteur Tom Andrews left his post last week with this specific rallying call to the
global community Benedict Rogers for UCA News With the world’ s attention focused on the
Middle East and Ukraine — for understandable reasons, given the geostrategic dangers those
conflicts pose to the rest of us — too many of [---] The post Break the cycle of impunity that
holds people of Myanmar hostage appeared first on DVB.

« ASEAN sticks to its Myanmar peace plan five years and counting; ‘Cebu Declaration’
made at 48th Summit (2026-05-10 22:59)

ASEAN sticks to its Myanmar peace plan five years and counting The Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) called on Burma to cease violence against civilians and release all
political prisoners in a joint statement from 10 of the 11 member states following the
conclusion of the ASEAN 48th Summit in Cebu, Philippines, on Saturday. ASEAN [---] The post
ASEAN sticks to its Myanmar peace plan five years and counting; ‘Cebu Declaration’ made at
48th Summit appeared first on DVB.

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 13— 2026-05-14


https://english.dvb.no/myanmar-survivors-urge-philippines-to-advance-war-crimes-case-against-military/
https://english.dvb.no/myanmar-survivors-urge-philippines-to-advance-war-crimes-case-against-military/
https://english.dvb.no/myanmar-survivors-urge-philippines-to-advance-war-crimes-case-against-military/
https://english.dvb.no
https://english.dvb.no/myanmars-spymaster-military-chief-launches-youth-training-schools-amid-fears-of-indoctrination/
https://english.dvb.no/myanmars-spymaster-military-chief-launches-youth-training-schools-amid-fears-of-indoctrination/
https://english.dvb.no
https://english.dvb.no/heavy-clashes-and-airstrikes-in-southern-kachin-state-as-military-counteroffensive-continues/
https://english.dvb.no/heavy-clashes-and-airstrikes-in-southern-kachin-state-as-military-counteroffensive-continues/
https://english.dvb.no/heavy-clashes-and-airstrikes-in-southern-kachin-state-as-military-counteroffensive-continues/
https://english.dvb.no
https://english.dvb.no/break-the-cycle-of-impunity-that-holds-people-of-myanmar-hostage/
https://english.dvb.no/break-the-cycle-of-impunity-that-holds-people-of-myanmar-hostage/
https://english.dvb.no/break-the-cycle-of-impunity-that-holds-people-of-myanmar-hostage/
https://english.dvb.no
https://english.dvb.no/asean-sticks-to-its-myanmar-peace-plan-five-years-and-counting-cebu-declaration-made-at-48th-summit/
https://english.dvb.no/asean-sticks-to-its-myanmar-peace-plan-five-years-and-counting-cebu-declaration-made-at-48th-summit/
https://english.dvb.no/asean-sticks-to-its-myanmar-peace-plan-five-years-and-counting-cebu-declaration-made-at-48th-summit/
https://english.dvb.no/asean-sticks-to-its-myanmar-peace-plan-five-years-and-counting-cebu-declaration-made-at-48th-summit/
https://english.dvb.no

SecurityStudies.info MYANMAR — Security Analysis

* Indonesian police arrest 321 foreigners in an operation to crack down on banned online
gambling (2026-05-10 22:29)

More than 300 foreign nationals were arrested in a raid on an alleged online gambling
operation in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta, police said Saturday, in one of the country’ s
largest crackdowns on illegal digital betting networks. The 321 foreigners, mainly from Vietnam,
were arrested at a commercial building near the city’ s Chinatown section that [+++] The post
Indonesian police arrest 321 foreigners in an operation to crack down on banned online
gambling appeared first on DVB.

« Myanmar’ s Joshua Van retains UFC Flyweight Championship (2026-05-10 21:34)

Joshua Van, a 24-year-old Mixed Martial Arts fighter known as “The Fearless,” mauled

Japan’ s Tatsuro Taira into a bloody mess at the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC)
Flyweight title co-main event on May 9. Van successfully defended his 125-pound championship
in the first title fight in UFC history contested between two Asian fighters by dominating with
[-:] The post Myanmar’ s Joshua Van retains UFC Flyweight Championship appeared first on
DVB.

* International pressure mounts on Myanmar to grant access to Aung San Suu Kyi
(2026-05-09 23:24)

A coordinated chorus of international and regional voices is intensifying pressure on
Naypyidaw, demanding immediate access to jailed State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and
calling for “proof of life” following her sentence reduction to 18-years and unverified transfer
to house arrest. In synchronized statements released on May 5 and 6, the embassies of Norway,
[*] The post International pressure mounts on Myanmar to grant access to Aung San Suu Kyi
appeared first on DVB.

« How Myanmar’ s Spring Revolution is evolving toward unity - Part 2 (2026-05-09 22:40)

Guest contributor Salai Dokhar In Myanmar, armed resistance groups pursue different military
and political objectives and employ various strategies. These can be broadly categorized into
four main types: 1. Groups under Chinese influence: These groups engage the military in ways
that align with China’ s interests while pursuing their own ethnicity-based political and military
agendas. This [-::] The post How Myanmar’ s Spring Revolution is evolving toward unity - Part
2 appeared first on DVB.

« A massive 11,000-carat ruby has been unearthed in Myanmar’ s war-scarred gemstone
heartland (2026-05-09 02:57)

Miners in Myanmar have discovered a rare ruby of enormous size, considered to be the
second-largest by weight ever found in the conflict-battered Southeast Asian nation, regime
media reported on Friday. The ruby, measuring 11,000 carats (2.2 kilograms, or 4.8 pounds),
was unearthed near the town of Mogok, in the upper Mandalay region, the heartland [---] The
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post A massive 11,000-carat ruby has been unearthed in Myanmar’ s war-scarred gemstone
heartland appeared first on DVB.

« ASEAN calls Myanmar a ‘thorny problem’ with no clear solutions (2026-05-08 22:58)

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. expressed frustration over the slow progress in
Myanmar as Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member states tasked foreign
ministers with finding fresh approaches to break the deadlock. ASEAN leaders voiced frustration
over the stalled peace process in Myanmar during the 48th ASEAN Summit in Cebu, with
Philippine President Ferdinand [---] The post ASEAN calls Myanmar a ‘thorny problem’ with
no clear solutions appeared first on DVB.

« Family of ousted Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi call for ‘proof of life’ (2026-05-08
22:52)

When Aung San Suu Kyi" s son heard his mother was being transferred from prison to house
arrest, he didn’ t celebrate. He hesitated. “We have not had proof she is alive,” said Kim Aris,
who last received a handwritten letter from his mother two years ago. “It was heavily
censored, but she was able to convey [---] The post Family of ousted Myanmar leader Aung San
Suu Kyi call for ‘proof of life’ appeared first on DVB.

* How Myanmar’ s Spring Revolution is evolving toward unity - Part 1 (2026-05-08 22:37)

Guest contributor Salai Dokhar When people talk about the Spring Revolution, they immediately
think only of the democratic movement that emerged inside Myanmar following the military
coup led by Min Aung Hlaing on February 1, 2021. Based on such perceptions, they analyze
whether the Spring Revolution will succeed, where it currently stands, and whether it [---] The
post How Myanmar’ s Spring Revolution is evolving toward unity - Part 1 appeared first on DVB.

* Southeast Asian leaders seek strategy to ease impacts of Iran war (2026-05-08 04:46)

Leaders of Southeast Asian countries holding a summit on Friday are expected to thrash out a
coordinated response to the impacts of the Middle East crisis, as they aim to ease pressure
from an energy shock that has rattled their oil import-reliant economies. Meeting on the
Philippine island of Cebu, leaders of the Association of [---] The post Southeast Asian leaders
seek strategy to ease impacts of Iran war appeared first on DVB.

* Where is Aung San Suu Kyi [AUDIO] (2026-05-08 04:39)

The Philippines called on Myanmar to allow the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’
(ASEAN) special envoy to meet with detained leader Aung San Suu Kyi, pressing for greater
transparency after the regime in Naypyidaw signalled it would let her to serve the remainder of
her 18-year sentence under house arrest. Read more. The post Where is Aung San Suu Kyi
[AUDIO] appeared first on DVB.

* Where is Aung San Suu Kyi? [VIDEO] (2026-05-08 04:04)
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The Philippines called on Myanmar to allow the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’
(ASEAN) special envoy to meet with detained leader Aung San Suu Kyi, pressing for greater
transparency after the regime in Naypyidaw signalled it would let her to serve the remainder of
her 18-year sentence under house arrest. Read more. The post Where is Aung San Suu Kyi?
[VIDEO] appeared first on DVB.

* ‘Get the Story Out’ : Former NLD advisor slams military’ s economic mismanagement
(2026-05-07 23:52)

Former National League for Democracy (NLD) party economic policy advisor and political
prisoner Sean Turnell is calling on the international community to demand “proof of life” for
jailed Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi, while fiercely condemning the military regime for
driving the country’ s economy into a state of “monetary disaster” since the military coup
[-:] The post ‘Get the Story Out’ : Former NLD advisor slams military’ s economic
mismanagement appeared first on DVB.

« ASEAN Special Envoy to Myanmar says ‘comprehensive update’ on crisis expected at
48th Summit (2026-05-07 23:00)

Myanmar crisis on agenda at 48th ASEAN Summit The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) 2026 Special Envoy to Burma Ma Theresa Lazaro stated on Wednesday that a

“comprehensive update” on the crisis in Burma would be discussed at the 48th ASEAN
summit in Cebu, Philippines, May 7-8. Hau Khan Sum, the regime’ s permanent secretary [---]
The post ASEAN Special Envoy to Myanmar says ‘comprehensive update’ on crisis expected
at 48th Summit appeared first on DVB.

* ASEAN to hold talks soon with Myanmar foreign minister, secretary-general says
(2026-05-07 12:23)

Southeast Asian foreign ministers have agreed to a virtual meeting with their Myanmar
counterpart, the secretary-general of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) said
on Thursday, as the country seeks to re-engage with the regional bloc after five years on the
sidelines. In an interview during the ASEAN summit in the Philippines, Kao Kim [--] The post
ASEAN to hold talks soon with Myanmar foreign minister, secretary-general says appeared first
on DVB.

* Min Aung Hlaing blames sanctions for lack of foreign investment in Myanmar (2026-05-07
09:04)

Myanmar regime leader Min Aung Hlaing used a cabinet meeting on Wednesday to condemn
ongoing international sanctions, accusing foreign nations of placing undue pressure on what he
characterized as his “democratically-elected government.” The remarks follow Min Aung
Hlaing’ sinauguration as president on April 10 by a pro-military parliament. His ascent to the
presidency came after [---] The post Min Aung Hlaing blames sanctions for lack of foreign
investment in Myanmar appeared first on DVB.
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* Southeast Asian nations start summit, aiming to tackle energy crisis (2026-05-07 06:36)

Conflicts far beyond Southeast Asia are expected to dominate meetings of the regional
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc that began on Thursday in the Philippines,
with the Middle East crisis posing serious challenges for its fuel import-dependent economies.
Concerns of energy and food supply security will take centre stage in two days of [--:] The post
Southeast Asian nations start summit, aiming to tackle energy crisis appeared first on DVB.

Source: Myanmar Now

* Clashes flare as Myanmar military attempts to break AA blockade in Kyaukphyu
(2026-05-13 11:18)

The move was seen as a test of the AA’ s strength in the township, where it controls most areas
outside of the main town

* Chin resistance braces for Myanmar junta offensive as Mindat hit by airstrikes (2026-05-13
09:57)

Regime forces have been seen advancing toward resistance-held territories in both the south
and the north of the state in recent weeks

* Airstrike kills PDF fighter near Shwebo, as junta forces push into southern Sagaing
(2026-05-13 06:18)

Concerns are growing that the regime is preparing to launch a major offensive from recaptured
territory across the Ayeyarwady River in Mandalay Region

« Myanmar military intensifies pressure on resistance strongholds southwest of Mandalay
(2026-05-12 09:16)

Anti-junta groups vow to continue the fight, even as some forces withdraw to neighbouring
Magway Region
* Words that dehumanise: The language behind anti-Rohingya hatred in Myanmar
(2026-05-12 03:46)

Propaganda and prejudice have long stripped the Rohingya and other minorities of their
humanity, making them easy targets of violence

« Still excluded, Myanmar regime blasts ‘discriminatory’ treatment by ASEAN
(2026-05-11 11:21)

Members of the regional bloc express frustration with the lack of progress towards peace, even
as the junta insists that it has restored democracy
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* Myanmar junta blocks China border trade routes controlled by MNDAA (2026-05-11 09:18)

While goods can now enter the country through gates controlled by the Kokang armed group,
the regime is preventing them from reaching other areas

« Tiny shifts seen in divided ASEAN’ s approach to Myanmar (2026-05-11 07:03)

The regional bloc has been considering its options after five years of failed efforts to engage
with Myanmar’ s pariah regime

* Family accuses Myanmar resistance fighters of killing civilian in Bago Region (2026-05-08
10:31)

The incident, possibly related to illegal logging, is the latest to raise concerns about tensions
between locals and anti-regime forces

* UN envoy on Myanmar quits as head of top Australian university (2026-05-08 09:03)

Julie Bishop’ s resignation as chancellor of the Australian National University comes amid
questions about her role as special envoy

* ASEAN looks inwards as Mideast crisis hits home (2026-05-08 05:32)

The civil war in Myanmar was also high on the bloc’ s agenda, amid suggestions of a possible
meeting with the junta’ s foreign minister

* Myanmar dissidents in Thailand face growing difficulty getting passports (2026-05-07
10:41)

Former civil servants who joined the Civil Disobedience Movement say the regime is making it
harder for them to live abroad

« Former FMs, UN experts urge recognition of Myanmar’ s ousted president (2026-05-07
08:53)

The call comes as ASEAN faces growing divisions over how to deal with the regime that seized
power in Myanmar more than five years ago

* Two hostages, including elderly disabled woman, killed by Myanmar junta troops in
Magway (2026-05-07 05:51)

Regime forces advancing through Magway’ s Salin Township have also torched hundreds of
homes there since late last month
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