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Security Analysis Report: North Korea (October
29, 2026 - November 05, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of October 29 to November 05, 2026, North Korea significantly
escalated its military posturing and demonstrated advancements in its asymmetric
warfare capabilities. The nation conducted multiple missile and drone exercises,
showcasing a sophisticated combined strike complex and unveiling a new stealth
drone and large warship construction. Concurrently, North Korea was identified by the
FBI as responsible for a record-breaking $6 billion cryptocurrency heist from Binance,
highlighting its reliance on illicit cyber activities to fund its weapons programs amidst
international sanctions. Diplomatically, Pyongyang reinforced its strategic alliances
with China and Russia while explicitly rejecting dialogue with the United States,
further solidifying a confrontational stance on the Korean Peninsula. These
developments underscore North Korea's commitment to military modernization and
financial illicit activities, posing an elevated threat to regional stability.

Key Security Developments

* Large-Scale Missile and Drone Exercise (October 29, 2026)

North Korea conducted a significant military exercise involving approximately 10
short-range ballistic missiles (SRBMs), believed to be KN-25 600mm multiple rocket
launchers, launched from the Wonsan area on its east coast. This exercise was
accompanied by an exhibition of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), where leader Kim
Jong Un emphasized the critical role of unmanned systems as a "primary military
asset" for modern warfare. The drills demonstrated a maturing strike complex capable
of synergistically deploying various munitions, including large fixed-wing UAVs
potentially firing anti-radiation missiles and smaller drones targeting mock South
Korean positions.

* Unveiling of New Stealth Drone (October 29, 2026)

During the "unmanned aeronautical technology development-2026" exhibition, North
Korea publicly displayed a new large unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV). The design of
this UAV is reportedly akin to strategic "stealth" drones operated by major global
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powers, sighaling Pyongyang's ambition to acquire advanced reconnaissance and
strike capabilities. While details on its operational status and effectiveness remain
unknown, its reveal underscores North Korea's commitment to developing world-class
military technology, potentially with foreign assistance.

e Tactical Ballistic Missile with Cluster Warhead Test (October 31, 2026)

Pyongyang test-fired a tactical ballistic missile equipped with a cluster warhead. The
Missile Administration stated that the test aimed to assess the warhead's combat
adaptation and destructive power, with plans to enable military units to use four
categories of these weapons by the end of 2026. This development indicates an effort
to enhance conventional asymmetric strike capabilities.

e Cruise Missile Launches and Cluster Warhead Disclosure (November 2-3, 2026)

North Korea launched strategic cruise missiles on November 2. The following day, on
November 3, state media publicly disclosed the capabilities of these cruise missiles,
specifically highlighting their cluster warhead power and vertical target strike
capabilities. Pyongyang claimed these warheads could devastate an area of 5 to 6
hectares (12 to 15 acres) with "high-density power," demonstrating a capability to
disable key South Korean and US military infrastructure.

* Multiple Missile Launches from Seondeok (November 4, 2026)

North Korea conducted its fourth missile launch within the week, firing several
missiles towards the East Sea from the Seondeok area (South Hamgyong Province).
South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) indicated these were likely short-range ballistic
missiles (SRBMs) with a range under 300 km or surface-to-air missiles. These launches
occurred hours after Kim Yo Jong rejected dialogue with the US, suggesting a pattern
of weapons demonstrations coinciding with diplomatic statements.

* Naval Modernization and Warship Construction (November 4, 2026)

Leader Kim Jong Un toured the Nampho Shipyard, where North Korea is constructing a
large warship estimated to be over 10,000 tons. Kim vowed to possess "the most
advanced and powerful warships," emphasizing the "significant military importance of
this enormous concentration of combat power" in response to the "recently emerging
geopolitical environment and the hostile acts of adversaries." This highlights a
strategic shift towards enhancing naval capabilities, potentially including
nuclear-armed vessels.

* Record-Breaking Cryptocurrency Heist from Binance (October 29, 2026)

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) confirmed that North Korea was responsible
for the theft of over $6 billion USD in virtual assets from cryptocurrency exchange
Binance on or about October 29, 2026. This malicious cyber activity, attributed to the
North Korean hacking unit "TraderTraitor," represents potentially the largest
cryptocurrency theft in history. North Korean threat actors have accounted for an
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estimated 89% of all cryptocurrency value stolen globally through October 2026,
accumulating approximately $13.24 billion since 2021.

* Sanctions on North Korean IT Operatives (October 29, 2026)

The Trump administration sanctioned a North Korean network accused of infiltrating
US companies. These IT operatives allegedly used stolen identities and fraudulent
documents to secure legitimate technology jobs in the US and allied countries, with
most of their wages being collected by the regime to finance its weapons programs.
This scheme also involved deploying malware, stealing sensitive data, and extorting
businesses.

* Deepening Diplomatic Ties with China (October 24 & November 2, 2026)

Kim Jong Un made an unannounced visit to the Chinese border city of Dandong on
October 24, focusing on expanding economic cooperation and reinforcing the
longstanding alliance. This visit coincided with the opening of the New Yalu River
Bridge, which is expected to facilitate increased trade and exchanges. Subsequently,
on November 2, Kim Song-nam, a senior Workers' Party of Korea official, led a party
delegation to China, further underscoring deepening high-level exchanges and
traditional ties between Pyongyang and Beijing.

* Rejection of Dialogue with the US (November 4, 2026)

Kim Yo Jong, a senior official and sister of Kim Jong Un, publicly stated that "Dialogue
is indeed an option for safeguarding peace, but it is not necessarily synonymous with
our national interests." She also dismissed the FBI's allegations regarding North
Korea's involvement in the Binance hack as "a trite provocation" and an "extension of
Washington's invariable hostile policy." This stance indicates Pyongyang's
unwillingness to engage in denuclearization talks under current conditions.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

North Korea's actions during this period have significantly heightened tensions on the
Korean Peninsula and influenced broader regional dynamics. The rapid succession of
missile and drone tests, coupled with the unveiling of advanced military hardware,
signals Pyongyang's unwavering commitment to developing a robust and diversified
strike capability. This aggressive military modernization, particularly the focus on
asymmetric capabilities like drones and cluster munitions, is designed to challenge
the conventional superiority of the US and South Korea, thereby eroding strategic
deterrence. The development of a new stealth UAV and large warships also suggests a
long-term strategy to project power and gather intelligence beyond its immediate
borders, potentially impacting the security postures of Japan and other regional
actors.
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The deepening strategic alignment between North Korea, China, and Russia is a
critical geopolitical trend. Kim Jong Un's recent visit to China and the ongoing
high-level exchanges underscore Beijing's importance as an economic and political
partner, especially with the operationalization of the New Yalu River Bridge facilitating
increased trade and sanctions evasion. Simultaneously, North Korea's "invincible
comradeship" with Russia, reinforced by a mutual defense treaty and cooperation in
areas like disaster management, provides Pyongyang with military cooperation,
technical assistance, and diplomatic support, allowing it to resist international
pressure for denuclearization. This trilateral alignment complicates efforts by the
United States, South Korea, and Japan to address North Korea's nuclear and missile
programs, as China and Russia have shifted their policies since 2022, providing cover
for Pyongyang's illicit activities.

The massive cryptocurrency heist from Binance underscores North Korea's
sophisticated and aggressive approach to sanctions evasion, directly funding its
weapons of mass destruction programs. This illicit revenue generation reduces the
effectiveness of international sanctions and diminishes the US's leverage in
denuclearization negotiations. The brazenness and scale of these cyberattacks,
combined with the IT worker schemes, demonstrate North Korea's intent to exploit
global financial and technological vulnerabilities to sustain its regime and military
ambitions. The rejection of dialogue by Kim Yo Jong, coupled with continued missile
launches, indicates that Pyongyang is unlikely to return to the negotiating table
without significant concessions, further entrenching a cycle of provocation and
condemnation in the region.

Military and Defense Analysis

North Korea's military and defense posture during this period reflects a clear strategy
of rapid modernization and the development of asymmetric capabilities to counter
perceived threats from the US and South Korea. The large-scale missile and drone
exercise on October 29, 2026, demonstrated a sophisticated "strike complex" capable
of coordinating various munitions, including short-range ballistic missiles, rockets, and
drones. This integrated approach, likely informed by lessons from the conflict in
Ukraine, aims to create synergistic effects to penetrate existing air and missile
defenses. The showcasing of a new stealth drone suggests an intent to enhance
reconnaissance and potentially strike capabilities, adding a new dimension to its
unmanned systems arsenal which already includes one-way attack drones.

The development and testing of tactical ballistic missiles with cluster warheads and
strategic cruise missiles with high-density cluster munitions indicate a focus on
conventional precision strike capabilities designed to neutralize key enemy
infrastructure, such as airfields and radar bases, at a stage prior to the use of nuclear
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weapons. This "double deterrence" strategy aims to strengthen conventional
asymmetric strike options against South Korea. Furthermore, Kim Jong Un's emphasis
on building "most advanced and powerful warships," including a 10,000-ton vessel,
signals a significant push to modernize the North Korean navy beyond its traditional
coastal defense role, potentially incorporating nuclear weapons into its fleet. This
naval expansion is intended to extend North Korea's military reach and defend its
maritime sovereignty against perceived threats. Overall, defense spending trends are
likely increasing, fueled by illicit cyber activities, as Pyongyang prioritizes the
development of a modernized, multi-layered military force capable of deterring and, if
necessary, engaging its adversaries.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): North Korea is highly likely to continue its aggressive
military modernization and testing activities. We can anticipate further
demonstrations of its evolving drone and missile capabilities, possibly including more
sophisticated combined strike drills. The focus on developing new naval assets
suggests upcoming tests related to maritime platforms or ship-launched missiles.
Pyongyang will also continue its reliance on illicit cyber operations, particularly
cryptocurrency heists, to circumvent sanctions and fund its military programs.
Diplomatic engagement with the US and South Korea is expected to remain stalled,
with North Korea maintaining its confrontational rhetoric and rejecting unconditional
dialogue.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) remains a critical
flashpoint, especially following the September 21 landmine incident and North Korea's
threats to deploy new weapons and resume propaganda broadcasts along the border.
Any further border provocations or incursions could quickly escalate. The East Sea
(Sea of Japan) will continue to be a primary area for missile and naval exercises,
increasing the risk of accidental encounters with South Korean or Japanese forces. The
ongoing large-scale cyberattacks on global financial institutions, particularly
cryptocurrency exchanges, pose a significant risk to international financial stability
and could trigger retaliatory measures from affected nations.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the frequency and
sophistication of North Korean missile and drone tests, particularly any launches
involving new or enhanced capabilities like the stealth UAV or advanced naval
systems. Observe any further public appearances or propaganda surrounding Kim Ju
Ae, as this could provide insights into succession planning and the regime's long-term
military leadership. Track the scale and attribution of global cryptocurrency heists, as
these directly correlate with North Korea's ability to fund its weapons programs.
Monitor the nature and frequency of high-level diplomatic exchanges between North
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Korea, China, and Russia, as these alliances provide critical support and influence
Pyongyang's strategic calculus.

Strategic recommendations: International efforts should focus on strengthening
cybersecurity defenses globally, particularly for financial institutions, to disrupt North
Korea's illicit revenue streams. Enhanced intelligence sharing and coordinated law
enforcement actions are crucial to track and recover stolen assets. Diplomatic
strategies should aim to present a unified front from the US, South Korea, and Japan,
while also exploring avenues for de-escalation that do not reward provocations.
Reinforcing regional missile defense systems and combined military readiness
between allies remains essential to deter North Korean aggression.

Structured Assessment

“Thjson

{

“threat_level": "High",
"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Wonsan Area",

"detail": "Site of large-scale missile and drone exercises, including SRBM launches and
drone exhibitions.",

"lat": 39.1481,
"Ing": 127.4379,
"intensity": 4

h

{

"label": "Seondeok Area",

"detail": "Launch site for multiple missiles towards the East Sea, indicating ongoing
missile activities.",

“lat": 39.8000,
"Ing": 127.6000,
"intensity": 3

}
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{
"label": "Nampho Shipyard",

"detail": "Location where North Korea is constructing a large, advanced warship,
signaling naval modernization.",

"lat": 38.7400,
"Ing": 125.3900,
"intensity": 3

h

{
"label": "DMZ Border",

"detail": "Continued tensions following a landmine incident and threats of new
weapons deployments.",

"lat": 38.3000,

"Ing": 127.2000,

"intensity": 4

h

{

"label": "Binance (Global Cyber)",

"detail": "Target of a record-breaking $6 billion cryptocurrency heist attributed to
North Korean hackers.",

"lat": 0.0,

"Ing": 0.0,

"intensity": 5

b

{

"label": "New Yalu River Bridge (Dandong/Sinuiju)",

"detail": "Newly opened bridge facilitating increased trade and potential sanctions
evasion between North Korea and China.",

"lat": 40.1000,
"Ing": 124.3800,

"intensity": 2
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: NK News

* North Korea tests anti-aircraft missiles, conducts attack drill on airport: KCNA (2026-11-05
00:08)

North Korea launched surface-to-air missiles (SAMs) and cruise missiles during separate tests
on Wednesday, according to state media, claiming to have developed new “intelligent”
guidance and targeting systems. Photos published in Thursday’ s Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA) report on the exercises also show that the cruise missile test involved dropping cluster
munitions on a runway [---]

* North Korean loudspeakers visible at border, but no broadcasts heard (2026-11-04 08:54)

North Korean propaganda loudspeakers were installed at two locations along the inter-Korean
border on Wednesday, NK News observed, though no broadcasts could be heard from the
South Korean side. Loudspeaker installations were visible on the North Korean side of the
border from both the Odusan Unification Observatory in Paju and from the Key Observatory in

« Cargo vessel becomes stranded off North Korea’ s coast, possibly to be scrapped
(2026-11-04 08:05)

A cargo vessel appeared to become stranded off North Korea’ s eastern coast last month,
satellite imagery shows, in what one expert described as a possible operation to scrap the boat
for parts. The ship measuring roughly 100 meters in length appeared outside the Chongjin port
between Oct. 16 and 19, Planet Labs satellite imagery shows, [-**]

* Senior North Korean party official visits China on heels of Kim Jong Un trip (2026-11-04
07:24)

A top North Korean party official overseeing foreign affairs arrived in Beijing on Tuesday, 10
days after accompanying leader Kim Jong Un on a visit to the Chinese border city of Dandong.
Kim Song Nam, the director of the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) International Department,
arrived for “an official visit” upon an invitation from [-+-]

« Hyunseung Lee on Kim Jong Un death rumors and North Korea' s succession (2026-11-04
02:50)

North Korean escapee and Global Peace Foundation lead strategist Hyunseung Lee joins the
podcast to discuss his recent article examining what the first seven days after Kim Jong Un’ s
death might look like, following the spread of false rumors about the North Korean leader’ s
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condition. Drawing on his experiences living through the deaths of Kim [---]

* North Korea’ s Kim Yo Jong says talks with US are possible but not a necessity
(2026-11-04 02:12)

The North Korean leader’ s sister Kim Yo Jong said Wednesday that Pyongyang is open to talks
with the U.S. but does not consider them necessary for its “national interests,” again rejecting
Washington’ s accusation that the DPRK stole a record $6.36 billion from the crypto exchange
Binance. In a statement carried by the Korean Central News [---]

* North Korea fires ‘several missiles’ east into the sea: South Korean military (2026-11-04
01:13)

North Korea fired “several missiles” toward the East Sea (Sea of Japan) on Wednesday,
according to South Korea’ s military. The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) initially reported its
detection of an “unidentified projectile” at 9:52 a.m. KST, while Japanese authorities made no
announcements about the launch. In a second update at 11:49 a.m. KST, the [---]

* North Korea teases new warship under construction larger than destroyers (2026-11-03
23:00)

North Korea published the first photos of a new class of warship under construction on the west
coast on Wednesday that is larger than two destroyers the country built in recent years,
appearing to confirm work on a third destroyer at the Nampho Shipyard was abandoned,
according to NK News analysis. The Korean Central News [-+]

* North Korea’ s surprising economic success will be short-lived, report suggests
(2026-11-03 09:21)

North Korea’ s relatively strong economic growth in recent years is a temporary phenomenon
driven heavily by military production related to Russia’ s war in Ukraine, according to a new
analysis, warning that living standards could suffer once wartime demand wanes. A recent
report by the Institute for National Security Strategy (INSS), a think tank affiliated with [---]

« Romania appoints new charge d’ affaires to North Korea after reopening embassy
(2026-11-03 08:53)

Romania has appointed a new charge d’ affaires to North Korea, two months after reopening
its mission in Pyongyang for the first time since the pandemic. Romanian charge d’ affaires
Bogdan Marian Anghel marked the start of his posting by making a courtesy visit to the Chinese
Embassy in North Korea and meeting Ambassador Wang Yajun on [---]

« Call of Duty’ s North Korean invasion scenario hits a nerve in the South (2026-11-03 07:06)

Editor’ s note: This article includes spoilers for the game “Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 4.”
Kim Jong-soo, a former South Korean soldier who served on the front lines of the inter-Korean
border, was initially shocked to see his peers dying on a city street as North Korean bombs

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use —11 — 2026-11-05


https://www.nknews.org/2026/11/north-koreas-kim-yo-jong-says-talks-with-us-are-possible-but-not-a-necessity/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/11/north-korea-fires-unidentified-projectile-east-toward-sea-south-korean-military/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/11/north-korea-teases-new-warship-under-construction-larger-than-destroyers/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/11/north-koreas-surprising-economic-success-is-short-lived-report-suggests/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/11/romania-appoints-new-charge-daffaires-to-north-korea-after-reopening-embassy/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/11/call-of-dutys-north-korean-invasion-scenario-hits-a-nerve-in-the-south/

SecurityStudies.info NORTH KOREA — Security Analysis

rained down. But his fear turned to [-*-]

* Seoul launches new drone development agency to counter North Korean advances
(2026-11-03 06:56)

Seoul has launched a new agency to steer the military’ s drone and counter-drone
development, days after North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attended a drone expo that
highlighted growing threats from the DPRK’ s unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). The Defense
Drone Agency (5= 2 &) launched on Monday replaces the Drone Operations Command (=
E &M AHE 2, which was established in [*++]

* North Korea claims first test of smaller cluster warheads on cruise missiles (2026-11-02
22:49)

North Korea tested strategic cruise missiles equipped with cluster warheads on Monday,
according to state media, days after testing similar capabilities on short-range ballistic missiles
(SRBMs). The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) reported Tuesday morning that the latest
cruise missile test involved a “middle-sized dispersal warhead” thatis “capable of turning
into ashes a target [---]

* Kim Yo Jong denies North Korean involvement in $6B Binance crypto theft (2026-11-02
22:07)

This is a developing story. Please check back for updates. Kim Yo Jong, the sister of North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, denied the country’ s involvement in the recent operation to steal
over $6 billion from the cryptocurrency exchange Binance, according to state media on Tuesday
morning. In a statement released via the Korean Central News [**-]

* North Korea slams US-ROK drills, accusing allies of rehearsing nuclear use (2026-11-02
08:32)

North Korea has slammed U.S. and South Korean military exercises in a series of statements in
recent days, accusing the allies of rehearsing to use nuclear weapons against Pyongyang. In a
statement released by the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) on Monday morning, a top
official in the DPRK’ s munitions industry took aim at the [---]

* North Korean cluster warheads could threaten targets as far as Busan: Experts
(2026-11-02 08:28)

North Korea’ s latest test of a cluster warhead signals that the military is moving toward
operational deployment of the weapon, according to experts, warning that their use on tactical
missiles could put even the South Korean coastal city of Busan within reach. The Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA) reported Sunday that North Korea’ s Missile Administration [---]

* North Korean coal officials tour Chinese mining firm amid modernization drive
(2026-11-02 08:22)
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A delegation from North Korea' s coal ministry toured a Chinese smart-mining technology
company on Wednesday, suggesting Pyongyang is actively seeking China’ s support to
modernize its antiquated coal industry. More than 20 experts and officials from the North
Korea’ s State Academy of Sciences and coal industry toured Shaanxi Coal Meilianmei Smart
Energy to observe its smart-mining [-+-]

* North Korea tests cluster warhead, plans military use by end of 2026 (2026-11-01 01:18)

This is a developing story. Please check back for updates. (Last updated Nov. 1, 2026 at 10:56
a.m. KST with a comment from South Korea’ s Joint Chiefs of Staff) North Korea tested a cluster
warhead intended for tactical ballistic missiles on Saturday, state media reported, outlining
plans to enable military units to use four categories [--+]

« All the world’ s a stage: Why North Korea put artillery on display at the border
(2026-10-30 08:52)

Earlier this week, a small park on the inter-Korean border, about an hour’ s drive from Seoul,
became the center of media attention. The reason was that North Korean artillery had appeared
across the river from the Aegibong observatory, with its barrels pointed toward South Korea.
The sight of artillery guns positioned within view of a [**-]

« US curbed intel sharing over Seoul’ s disclosure of North Korean nuke site: NIS
(2026-10-30 07:51)

The public disclosure of information about a suspected North Korean nuclear facility by

Seoul’ s unification minister triggered the U.S. to start restricting intelligence sharing earlier
this year, South Korea’ s intelligence agency has confirmed. National Intelligence Service (NIS)
Director Lee Jong-seok delivered the agency’ s assessment during a briefing for the National
Assembly’ s Intelligence Committee on Thursday, [-*]

« North Korea says it launched barrage of 600mm ‘Sniper’ rockets at live-fire demo
(2026-10-30 06:08)

North Korea staged live-fire demonstrations of suicide drones, cruise missiles and large-caliber
rockets for a drone exhibition attended by leader Kim Jong Un, according to state media on
Friday, a day after the U.S., South Korea and Japan offered wildly different estimates of the
number of projectiles involved. The demonstrations on Thursday featured various tactical [-*-]

* Why a proposed US military unit to counter North Korea could put China on alert
(2026-10-30 03:58)

A U.S. general’ s pitch to bring an advanced military task force to Korea has highlighted
Washington’ s view of the peninsula as more than a standalone front against North Korea,
while raising the specter of another standoff with China. During an event in Washington this
month, U.S. Forces Korea (USFK) Commander Gen. Xavier Brunson said he [-*-]
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* Switzerland officially opens new diplomatic office in North Korea (2026-10-30 03:48)

Switzerland formally opened its first diplomatic office in North Korea on Thursday evening, with
Bern’ stop diplomat in attendance. Foreign Minister Ignazio Cassis and a DPRK diplomat cut a
red ribbon at the office’ s opening ceremony in Pyongyang, according to photos and footage
he shared on social media late Thursday. In the post, the minister [--*]

« Kim Jong Un calls for ‘absolute superiority’ in drones at North Korean UAV expo
(2026-10-29 23:12)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un attended an exhibition showcasing both new and old
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) on Thursday and called for “absolute superiority” in drone
technology, describing it as an essential choice to meet the demands of modern warfare. The

“Unmanned Aviation Technology Development-2026” exhibition displayed various strategic
and tactical multipurpose UAVs, suicide [-**]

« Chinese agency claims it’" s organizing youth tours to North Korea’ s Wonsan resort
(2026-10-29 09:57)

A Chinese travel agency claims it has been invited to organize youth tours to North Korea’ s
Wonsan Kalma beach resort from this week, though a tourism insider expressed skepticism that
the trips will actually take place. In a post on social media earlier this month, the Chinese travel
agency Offline said it had received an [-+-]

* Border city casts doubt on reports North Korea testing loudspeakers (2026-10-29 08:47)

A South Korean border city has cast doubt on reports that North Korea tested loudspeakers
aimed at the South on Thursday morning, after local media cited residents who said they had
heard the broadcasts. “We are unable to determine exactly what happened,” an official from
Paju City’ s security team told NK News, suggesting a resident [+-]

« Overseas North Korean workers linked to Russia’ s military supply chain: Report
(2026-10-29 07:56)

North Korean workers have been linked to two companies that support Russia’ s
military-industrial complex, according to a new investigation, documenting a network of Russian
firms and individuals that disguise employment as education to circumvent sanctions. In a
report released Thursday, The Hague-based Global Rights Compliance (GRC) states that North
Koreans have been found to work [--+]

* US sanctions 10 North Korean and Russian nationals for role in IT worker fraud
(2026-10-29 07:55)

The U.S. has announced new sanctions against 10 North Korean and Russian nationals for their
role in IT worker schemes that “defraud American businesses” and generate revenue for
Pyongyang’ s weapons programs. In a press release on Wednesday, the U.S. Department of the
Treasury’ s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) designated eight North Korean and two [--:]
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* North Korea fires salvo of around 10 ballistic missiles toward sea: Seoul (2026-10-29 03:51)

This is a developing story. Please check back for more details. (Last updated at 1:48 p.m. KST
with more details from Seoul’ sJCS) North Korea launched a salvo of around 10 short-range
ballistic missiles (SRBMs) toward the East Sea (Sea of Japan) on Thursday, South Korea’ s
military announced. The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said [**-]

+ US, ROK defense chiefs agree to delay top-level military talks on OPCON transfer
(2026-10-29 03:20)

The defense chiefs of the U.S. and South Korea agreed Wednesday to postpone annual top-level
talks until early 2027, dealing a setback to Seoul’ s efforts to assume wartime operational
control (OPCON) over U.S.-ROK forces in the event of a conflict with North Korea. South Korean
Defense Minister Kang Shin-chul and U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, [-**]

Source: NK Pro

* What the Democratic landslide in the US midterms means for Kim Jong Un (2026-11-05
05:51)

On the surface, the Democratic Party’ s landslide victory in the U.S. midterm elections appears
to limit the chances for a revival of diplomacy between President Donald Trump and North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un. A Democratic-controlled Senate makes ratification of a formal
peace treaty highly unlikely for one, and Trump cannot unilaterally repeal statutory sanctions
[*] The post What the Democratic landslide in the US midterms means for Kim Jong Un
appeared first on NK PRO.

* North Korea in October 2026: A month in review and what’ s ahead (2026-11-03 09:44)

About the Month in Review Every month, NK Pro conducts an in-depth analytic review of news
on the Korean Peninsula. This Month in Review covers the period of Oct. 1, 2026 to Oct. 31,
2026. In addition to an executive summary providing top-line findings, the following review
includes detailed analysis on a wide range of [---] The post North Korea in October 2026: A
month in review and what’ s ahead appeared first on NK PRO.

* How North Korea turned its tech talent into a global money-making machine (2026-11-02
09:27)

Editor’ s note: This is Part 1 of a two-part series exploring North Korea’ s IT worker program
through the experiences of former IT workers. North Korea’ s army of remote information
technology (IT) workers has become notorious in recent years for infiltrating some of the
world’ s biggest companies, raking in millions to finance Pyongyang’ s nuclear ambitions. But
[-] The post How North Korea turned its tech talent into a global money-making machine
appeared first on NK PRO.
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* FBI confirms North Korea behind record $6.36B Binance crypto heist (2026-11-02 06:21)

The FBI has confirmed that North Korean cybercriminals stole over $6 billion from the
cryptocurrency exchange Binance last week, the largest virtual heist in history, publicizing
hundreds of wallet addresses linked to the heist to support efforts to reclaim the proceeds. But
new revelations suggest freezing the stolen funds could prove difficult due to the [---] The post
FBI confirms North Korea behind record $6.36B Binance crypto heist appeared first on NK PRO.

* North Korean actors steal $6.36B from Binance in largest crypto theft in history
(2026-10-30 07:58)

North Korean cybercriminals stole $6.36 billion in cryptocurrency from the Binance exchange
on Thursday, recording by far the biggest virtual theft in history, according to a U.S. blockchain
analytics firm. In a blog post, TRM Labs said an attacker drained funds from Binance, the
world’ s largest cryptocurrency exchange by trading volume, to wallets across 10 [---] The post
North Korean actors steal $6.36B from Binance in largest crypto theft in history appeared first
on NK PRO.

* Kim Jong Un keeps up busy schedule amid growing inter-Korean border tensions
(2026-10-30 05:23)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un kept a busy public schedule this week amid rising
inter-Korean tensions, traveling to China, posing for photos with military commanders and
attending a drone exhibition. But domestic-facing outlets made no mention of the growing
standoff with the South, even as the DPRK military deployed artillery to prominent border
locations. [*--] The post Kim Jong Un keeps up busy schedule amid growing inter-Korean border
tensions appeared first on NK PRO.
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