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Executive Summary

During the period of June 17-24, 2026, North Korea significantly escalated its rhetoric
and reaffirmed its commitment to an aggressive military expansion, particularly
focusing on its nuclear capabilities and naval modernization. Leader Kim Jong Un
presided over a Workers' Party meeting (June 20-22) where he declared the "constant
expansion and strengthening of nuclear forces" as the "most accurate and only path"
to navigate global instability, aiming to achieve a level of defense assets that can
"dominate the world." This period also saw the commissioning of the 5,000-ton
destroyer Choe Hyon at Nampo port, with explicit plans to equip the navy with nuclear
weapons and construct more strategic warships. Pyongyang intensified its hostile
stance towards South Korea and the United States, blaming their joint military
activities for pushing the Korean Peninsula to the "brink of a nuclear war," while
simultaneously strengthening diplomatic and economic ties with China and Russia.
North Korean cyber actors also continued to pose a significant threat, particularly to
the US technology sector, employing sophisticated tactics for financial gain and data
theft.

Key Security Developments

• Accelerated Nuclear Force Expansion
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, during the 2nd Plenary Meeting of the 9th Central
Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea held from June 20-22, emphasized the need
to "constantly expand and strengthen nuclear forces" and increase defense assets to
a level that can "dominate the world." This declaration reaffirms North Korea's status
as a nuclear-armed state and signals a definitive rejection of denuclearization,
positioning nuclear weapons as the cornerstone of its national defense strategy.

• Naval Nuclearization and Modernization
On June 23, North Korea commissioned the new 5,000-ton multi-mission destroyer
Choe Hyon at Nampo port, with Kim Jong Un stating that the program to equip the
Navy with nuclear weapons is "following its planned course unerringly." Kim also
ordered the construction of two more 5,000-ton class warships annually for the next
five years and a 10,000-ton strategic missile cruiser, aiming to transform the navy
into a "full-fledged service equipped with strategic means." Satellite imagery from
June 16 reportedly showed expanded shipbuilding infrastructure at the port cities of
Nampo and Chongjin, indicating accelerated naval construction.



SecurityStudies.info NORTH KOREA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 3 — 2026-06-24

• Heightened Hostility Towards South Korea
North Korea officially designated South Korea as the "most hostile state" during the
Workers' Party plenary meeting. Pyongyang accused South Korea and the United
States of "openly pushing for military buildup and modernization in the region, even
advancing South Korea's possession of nuclear submarines," and conducting "military
simulations of the 'Nuclear Consultative Group' (NCG), a nuclear warfare organization
aimed at attacking our republic." This rhetoric is intended to justify North Korea's own
military expansion.

• Criticism of Japan's Defense Posture
Kim Jong Un criticized Japan for turning into a "war state" in a speech during the
three-day meeting that ended on June 22. He stated that Japan, a "defeated country in
Asia," has "openly turned itself into a war state by taking the present disturbing
circumstances as an opportunity to get rid of all shackles restricting its moves to
become a military power." This marks the first time Kim has used such strong
language regarding Japan's military aspirations.

• Advanced Precision Strike Capabilities in KN-23 Missiles
The North Korean KN-23 tactical ballistic missile (Hwasong-11A) has demonstrated
improved precision strike capability with a Circular Error Probable (CEP) of 1-5 meters
in the Ukrainian theater. This improvement is attributed to feedback from combat
testing and technological advances in North Korea, potentially boosted by funding
from exports to Russia. The KN-23 has been extensively used in the Russian-Ukrainian
War, supplementing Russia's Iskander-M system.

• Deepening Ties with China and Russia
North Korea hailed Chinese President Xi Jinping's visit to Pyongyang earlier in June as
a "diplomatic victory," reportedly securing promises of large-scale food and energy
assistance and an implicit guarantee from China to circumvent international
sanctions. Furthermore, a new road bridge over the Tuman River, directly connecting
North Korea to Russia, is set to open on June 19, coinciding with a strategic treaty
anniversary, indicating strengthened logistical and economic ties.

• Persistent and Sophisticated Cyber Threats
North Korean hacking groups, notably "Famous Chollima," were responsible for nearly
half of all state-sponsored cyber intrusions targeting US technology companies
between April 2025 and May 2026, according to a CrowdStrike report. These groups
employ increasingly sophisticated tactics, including posing as remote IT workers using
AI-generated deepfakes and stolen identities, and continuing to target blockchain
developers and cryptocurrency firms for financial gain.

• Fortification of the Southern Border
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Kim Jong Un reiterated the "fortification of the southern border" during the Workers'
Party meeting, underscoring a defensive posture alongside offensive capabilities. This
directive aligns with North Korea's designation of South Korea as the "most hostile
state" and its narrative of responding to perceived threats.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

North Korea's recent security developments, particularly its explicit commitment to
expanding nuclear forces and naval capabilities, significantly heighten tensions on the
Korean Peninsula and in the broader Indo-Pacific region. The declaration of South
Korea as the "most hostile state" and the accusations against the US-South Korea
Nuclear Consultative Group (NCG) for pushing the region to the "brink of a nuclear
war" indicate a hardening of Pyongyang's stance, effectively shutting down any
immediate prospects for denuclearization talks. This aggressive posture is likely to
provoke stronger defensive measures and trilateral cooperation among the United
States, South Korea, and Japan, further entrenching a cycle of military buildup in the
region.

The deepening military and economic ties between North Korea, China, and Russia are
reshaping regional dynamics. China's reported promises of large-scale aid and implicit
guarantees to circumvent sanctions, following President Xi Jinping's visit, provide
Pyongyang with crucial lifelines and reduce the effectiveness of international
pressure. Similarly, the opening of a new road bridge with Russia and the continued
use of North Korean missiles in Ukraine underscore a growing strategic alignment that
challenges the existing security architecture and complicates efforts by the US and its
allies to isolate North Korea. This "bloc diplomacy between camps" suggests North
Korea is leveraging global geopolitical instability to advance its own strategic interests
and secure external support.

Furthermore, Kim Jong Un's criticism of Japan for becoming a "war state" reflects
North Korea's perception of a growing threat from the US and its allies, including
Japan's rearmament efforts. This rhetoric contributes to an increasingly
confrontational environment, where North Korea views the expansion of its nuclear
arsenal as a necessary deterrent against what it perceives as "hegemonic forces" and
"unimaginable events and incidents beyond ordinary concepts and common sense."
The overall strategic landscape is characterized by increased militarization, a
breakdown of diplomatic avenues, and a strengthening of adversarial blocs, making
the region more volatile.

Military and Defense Analysis
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North Korea's military and defense posture is undergoing a significant and rapid
modernization, with a clear emphasis on nuclear weapons and naval power. Kim Jong
Un's directive to "constantly expand and strengthen nuclear forces" and to increase
defense assets to a level that can "dominate the world" signals an ambitious and
aggressive long-term strategy. The commissioning of the 5,000-ton Choe Hyon
destroyer, capable of launching nuclear-capable cruise missiles, marks a critical step
in equipping the navy with strategic nuclear assets. Plans to build two such warships
annually for the next five years, along with a 10,000-ton strategic missile cruiser,
indicate a concerted effort to develop a more robust "green-water" navy, capable of
projecting power beyond coastal defense.

The observed expansion of shipbuilding infrastructure at Nampo and Chongjin ports
further supports these modernization programs, suggesting a dedicated allocation of
resources to naval development. This focus on naval capabilities aims to diversify
North Korea's nuclear delivery platforms, enhancing the survivability and operational
reach of its nuclear arsenal. The improved precision strike capability of the KN-23
tactical ballistic missile, demonstrated in the Ukrainian theater, highlights North
Korea's advancements in missile technology, potentially benefiting from combat
feedback and foreign assistance. This suggests a continuous refinement of its
conventional and potentially nuclear-capable missile systems, posing a more complex
threat to regional adversaries. Overall, North Korea's defense spending trends are
clearly geared towards an "exponential" expansion of its nuclear arsenal and the
development of advanced delivery systems, driven by a perceived need for a larger
and more dispersed force to deter intervention.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, North Korea is highly likely
to continue its aggressive rhetoric and military posturing, particularly against South
Korea and the United States. We can anticipate further pronouncements regarding its
nuclear program and naval modernization, possibly accompanied by public displays of
new military assets or exercises to demonstrate its enhanced capabilities. The
commissioning of the Choe Hyon destroyer and the stated plans for more warships
suggest a continued focus on naval development, potentially including further tests of
ship-launched missiles. Diplomatic engagement with the US and South Korea is
unlikely to resume in a meaningful way, as Pyongyang has explicitly rejected
denuclearization and framed its military buildup as a response to allied "hostility."
Instead, North Korea will likely deepen its strategic and economic cooperation with
China and Russia, leveraging these relationships to circumvent sanctions and secure
resources.
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Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The Inter-Korean Border remains a critical
flashpoint, especially with North Korea's explicit order to fortify its "southern border"
and its designation of South Korea as the "most hostile state." Any perceived
provocation or military exercise by South Korea or the US could trigger a
disproportionate response from Pyongyang. The Yellow Sea and East Sea (Sea of
Japan), particularly around North Korea's western and eastern coasts where naval
modernization is concentrated, are also high-risk areas for potential maritime
incidents. The deployment of nuclear-capable warships and the expansion of naval
bases could lead to increased surveillance and potential confrontations with regional
navies. Furthermore, the cyber domain remains a significant risk area, with North
Korean hacking groups continuing their sophisticated attacks for financial gain and
intelligence gathering, posing a threat to global technology and financial sectors.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include any further missile tests,
especially those involving naval platforms or new missile types, which would signal
continued technological advancement and operational readiness. Statements from
North Korean state media regarding military exercises, particularly those involving its
navy or strategic forces, should be closely watched. The nature and frequency of
high-level diplomatic exchanges with China and Russia, as well as any visible
increases in cross-border trade or infrastructure development with these countries,
will indicate the extent of their strategic alignment. Additionally, reports from
cybersecurity firms detailing new North Korean cyber operations or tactics will be
crucial for assessing the evolving threat landscape. Any changes in South Korea's
defense posture or responses to North Korean provocations will also be important to
track.

Strategic recommendations: Given North Korea's unwavering commitment to nuclear
expansion and its increasingly aggressive stance, a multi-faceted approach is
recommended. Firstly, strengthening deterrence capabilities through continued
US-ROK-Japan trilateral military cooperation and advanced missile defense systems is
paramount to counter North Korea's growing military threats. Secondly, maintaining
and enforcing international sanctions remains crucial, although their effectiveness is
being challenged by North Korea's deepening ties with China and Russia. Diplomatic
efforts should focus on engaging Beijing and Moscow to uphold sanctions and
de-escalate tensions. Thirdly, enhancing cybersecurity defenses across government
and critical infrastructure sectors is essential to mitigate the persistent threat posed
by North Korean state-sponsored hacking groups. Finally, while direct
denuclearization talks appear stalled, exploring channels for de-escalation and risk
reduction through indirect diplomacy or multilateral forums could help prevent
miscalculation and unintended escalation on the Korean Peninsula.

Structured Assessment
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```json

{

"threat_level": "High",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Nampo Port (Western Coast)",

"detail": "Commissioning of nuclear-capable destroyer Choe Hyon and plans for
further naval nuclearization and construction of strategic warships.",

"lat": 38.7333,

"lng": 125.4000,

"intensity": 4

},

{

"label": "Chongjin (Eastern Coast)",

"detail": "Expanded shipbuilding infrastructure indicating ongoing naval
modernization efforts.",

"lat": 41.7900,

"lng": 129.7900,

"intensity": 3

},

{

"label": "Inter-Korean Border (DMZ)",

"detail": "Orders for fortification projects and designation of South Korea as the 'most
hostile state,' indicating high tension.",

"lat": 38.3333,

"lng": 127.5000,

"intensity": 4

},

{

"label": "Pyongyang",
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"detail": "Central hub for strategic policy decisions, including aggressive defense and
nuclear expansion declarations at the Workers' Party meeting.",

"lat": 39.0333,

"lng": 125.7500,

"intensity": 3

}

]

}

```
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: NK News

• North Korean soldier taken into custody from inter-Korean border (2026-06-24 03:29)

This is a breaking news story and will be updated. A North Korean soldier was taken into 
custody by South Korean forces from the central area of the heavily fortified inter-Korean 
border Tuesday evening, the South’s military said the next day. The lone soldier is currently 
under investigation, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff told […]

• Kim Jong Un commissions North Korea’s largest warship, vows naval expansion 
(2026-06-23 23:15)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un oversaw the commissioning of the country’s first 5,000-ton 
naval destroyer on Tuesday, capping more than a year of development of a warship the country 
has hailed as the centerpiece of its naval modernization into a nuclear-capable force. The new 
multi-mission destroyer, named Choe Hyon, was formally inducted into the […]

• North Korean UNESCO official removed from Jeju Forum speaker lineup (2026-06-23 10:18)

A North Korean education expert for UNESCO will no longer speak at a major South Korean 
peace forum this week after the U.N. organization replaced him with another official for a panel 
discussion on the future of education. Chang Gwang Chol, UNESCO headquarters’ chief of 
education policy and a former official in North Korea’s education […]

• Jeju governor-elect proposes table tennis diplomacy with North Korea (2026-06-23 09:49)

Jeju Province’s governor-elect has proposed expanding cooperation with North Korea through 
a multinational table tennis tournament hosted on the southern South Korean island. Wi 
Seong-gon, who is set to take office next month, told NK News he plans to orchestrate a table 
tennis tournament between South Korea, North Korea, China and Japan “to establish Jeju […]

• Ambassador recall, remote work scams and the lives of North Korea’s elites (2026-06-23 
05:31)

This week’s episode of the NK News Podcast looks at North Korea’s decision to recall its 
ambassador to the U.K. just weeks after his appointment, in protest over British sanctions on 
the Songdowon International Children’s Camp. NK News Lead Correspondent Shreyas Reddy 
discusses why the camp holds symbolic importance for Pyongyang, its links to Russia […]

• Kim launches campaign to end North Korean coal industry’s ‘backwardness’ 
(2026-06-22 23:09)

https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korean-soldier-taken-into-custody-from-inter-korean-border-report/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/kim-jong-un-commissions-north-koreas-largest-warship-vows-naval-expansion/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korean-unesco-official-removed-from-jeju-forum-speaker-lineup/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/jeju-governor-elect-proposes-table-tennis-diplomacy-with-north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/ambassador-recall-remote-work-scams-and-the-lives-of-north-koreas-elites/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/kim-launches-campaign-to-end-north-korean-coal-industrys-backwardness/
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This is a developing story. Please check back for updates. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has 
unveiled a major campaign to modernize the country’s coal industry and rebuild coal-mining 
communities nationwide, while reaffirming plans to expand nuclear and military capabilities 
and reshuffling senior leadership positions, according to state media. The decisions were 
announced during […]

• Award-winning Korea studies scholar accused of using AI-fabricated citations (2026-06-22 
09:25)

An award-winning Korea studies scholar based in the U.S. is facing scrutiny over allegations that 
she listed fabricated citations in a recent journal article. Two prominent scholars told NK News 
that they did not write the works attributed to them in the article by Aram Hur, Kim Koo Chair in 
Korean Studies at the Fletcher […]

• South Korean military alleges North’s border fortification violates armistice (2026-06-22 
06:45)

North Korea has continued to fortify its side of the border by constructing miles of roads and 
barbed wire fencing, an act the South’s military condemned on Monday as a violation of the 
two countries’ Armistice Agreement. North Korea installed a 10-kilometer barrier above the 
Northern Limit Line, the maritime boundary between the two Koreas, […]

• Lee says he asked Trump to ‘resolve’ North Korea nuke issue following Iran deal 
(2026-06-19 08:20)

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung said he asked U.S. President Donald Trump to resolve 
the North Korean nuclear issue this week following the U.S. deal with Iran, advocating for a 
“phased approach” to denuclearization as the “realistic way forward.” During a press 
conference at the Blue House on Friday, Lee disclosed the details of […]

• Kim Yo Jong warns G7 ‘inviting disaster’ by calling for DPRK’s denuclearization 
(2026-06-19 05:38)

The North Korean leader’s influential sister Kim Yo Jong denounced the Group of Seven (G7) 
industrialized nations for calling for Pyongyang’s denuclearization, warning that those who 
pursue this “line of no retreat” will face consequences. In a statement published by the 
state-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) on Thursday, Kim criticized the joint declaration 
issued […]

• Ask a North Korean: How does DPRK society view people with disabilities? (2026-06-19 
03:37)

“Ask a North Korean” is an NK News series featuring interviews with and columns by North 
Korean defectors, most of whom left the DPRK within the last few years. Readers may submit 
their questions for defectors by emailing ask@nknews.org and including their first name and 
city of residence. Today’s question is about how North Korean […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/award-winning-korea-studies-scholar-accused-of-using-ai-fabricated-citations/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/south-korean-military-alleges-norths-border-fortification-violates-armistice/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/lee-says-he-asked-trump-to-resolve-north-korea-nuke-issue-following-iran-deal/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/kim-yo-jong-warns-g7-inviting-disaster-by-calling-for-dprks-denuclearization/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/ask-a-north-korean-how-does-dprk-society-view-people-with-disabilities/
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• North Korea reveals major bus crush caused over 20 casualties (2026-06-19 01:43)

North Korean media has reported that a major bus crash in the countryside injured more than 
20 passengers earlier this year, a rare acknowledgement of an accident in a country with 
dangerously outdated roads. According to Korean Central Television (KCTV) on Wednesday, a 
passenger bus traveling through Kangwon Province veered off the road on the […]

• Senate confirms Michelle Steel as US ambassador to South Korea (2026-06-18 07:23)

The U.S. Senate confirmed former Republican congresswoman Michelle Steel to serve as the 
next U.S. ambassador to South Korea on Wednesday, as the allies navigate concerns over North 
Korea, defense and trade. The Senate voted 55-39 to approve President Donald Trump’s 
nomination of Steel, which was submitted in April. The 70-year-old former U.S. representative 
from […]

• Seoul’s Unification Ministry takes issue with calling North Korea ‘enemy’ (2026-06-18 
06:50)

Seoul’s Unification Ministry has expressed reservations about a plan to label North Korea as 
the South’s “enemy” in an upcoming defense white paper, highlighting continuing 
inter-Korean policy differences within the Lee Jae Myung administration. During a briefing on 
Thursday, a Defense Ministry spokesperson denied reports that it was considering dropping 
references to North Korea as […]

• Brian Davis on how the US military collects intel: North Korea Unpacked (2026-06-18 04:14)

This month, retired U.S. Army Col. Brian Davis joins North Korea Unpacked with Jacco Zwetsloot 
to discuss lessons from his nearly 40-year career spanning some of the most consequential 
periods in U.S.-DPRK relations. He talks about how intelligence on North Korea is gathered and 
analyzed, how U.S. and South Korean military priorities shifted from conventional […]

• North Korean trade with China falls in May after hitting multiyear high (2026-06-18 04:09)

North Korea’s trade with China fell in May after hitting a multiyear high the previous month, 
official data shows, though both exports and imports remained above last year’s levels. 
Sino-DPRK trade totaled nearly $268 million last month, according to the new data released by 
Beijing’s General Administration of Customs (GAC) on Thursday. This is down […]

• North Korea uses older Nvidia, Qualcomm tech to boost AI capabilities: report (2026-06-17 
09:04)

North Korea relies on older Nvidia graphics cards and Qualcomm chips to apply artificial 
intelligence (AI) in military, surveillance and cyber purposes, a ROK report found, suggesting 
Pyongyang can make some technological progress without advanced AI infrastructure or 
capabilities. The Institute for National Security Strategy’s (INSS) report Monday is a follow-up 
to its November research, […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-reveals-major-bus-crush-caused-over-20-casualties/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/senate-confirms-michelle-steel-as-us-ambassador-to-south-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/seouls-unification-ministry-takes-issue-with-calling-north-korea-enemy/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/brian-davis-on-how-the-us-military-collects-intel-north-korea-unpacked/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korean-trade-with-china-falls-in-may-after-hitting-multiyear-high/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-uses-older-nvidia-qualcomm-tech-to-boost-ai-capabilities-report/
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• North Korea confirms recalling its UK ambassador after a month in post (2026-06-17 09:01)

The DPRK withdrew its ambassador to the U.K. just a month after his appointment in response 
to London’s sanctions against a children’s camp, leaving a void in diplomacy amid growing 
tensions. In a statement to NK News, the DPRK Embassy in London confirmed that Pyongyang 
recalled Amb. Mun Myong Sin after the British government’s “extremely […]

• Lee reiterates need for Trump to take lead in lowering North Korea tensions (2026-06-17 
08:08)

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung asked U.S. President Donald Trump on Tuesday to 
support efforts in lowering tensions with North Korea during a brief exchange at the 2026 
Group of Seven summit in France, according to Seoul. During a photo session at the summit, 
Lee requested Trump to take the lead in seeking a […]

• North Korea bans US dual nationals from entering country: Travel firm (2026-06-17 06:10)

North Korea has banned American citizens holding dual nationality from entering the country, 
marking a reversal from an earlier policy allowing U.S. nationals to circumvent restrictions by 
using passports from other countries. In a blog post published Wednesday, a travel agency 
specializing in tours to North Korea said the restriction applies to all U.S. visitors, […]

• Seoul unveils plans to redraw military boundary near North Korean border (2026-06-17 
05:18)

South Korea’s Defense Ministry on Wednesday unveiled a sweeping rollback of regulations 
along the heavily fortified border with North Korea, pledging to move a decades-old military 
buffer farther south and open hundreds of square kilometers of land for civilian use. The 
ministry in a press release and briefing led by Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back said […]

• The world should welcome Xi Jinping’s efforts to improve ties with North Korea 
(2026-06-17 03:05)

Editor’s note: The following article is an opinion piece by Lyle Goldstein, director of Asia 
engagement at Defense Priorities. Views expressed in opinion articles are exclusively the 
author’s own and do not represent those of NK News. Chinese President Xi Jinping’s state 
visit to North Korea has raised alarm among some security watchers, who have […]

Source: NK Pro

• What it would actually mean to accept North Korea as a nuclear state (2026-06-22 09:37)

The Kim Jong Un regime has repeatedly insisted that it is a nuclear weapon state in recent 
weeks, defiantly asserting that it will never relinquish its arsenal and that would-be interlocutors 
must acknowledge this. So, what does it actually mean to accept North Korea as a nuclear 
weapon state? What steps would be necessary, and […] The post What it would actually mean to 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-confirms-recalling-its-uk-ambassador-after-a-month-in-post/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/lee-reiterates-need-for-trump-to-take-lead-in-lowering-north-korea-tensions/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-bans-us-dual-nationals-from-entering-country-travel-firm/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/seoul-unveils-plans-to-redraw-military-boundary-near-north-korean-border/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/the-world-should-welcome-xi-jinpings-efforts-to-improve-ties-with-north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-it-would-actually-mean-to-accept-north-korea-as-a-nuclear-state/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-it-would-actually-mean-to-accept-north-korea-as-a-nuclear-state/
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accept North Korea as a nuclear state appeared first on NK PRO.

• China-North Korea processing trade holds firm with raw hair, wigs (2026-06-22 09:18)

The trade of human hair led North Korea’s business with China in both directions in May, 
according to data released by China’s General Administration of Customs (GAC). Pyongyang 
also imported $2.2 million worth of medicine, including drugs used to treat tuberculosis, as the 
country contends with one of the world’s highest rates of the disease. […] The post 
China-North Korea processing trade holds firm with raw hair, wigs appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korean hackers behind supply chain attack on AI platform: Microsoft (2026-06-22 
08:55)

North Korean cybercriminals were responsible for a sophisticated software supply chain attack 
that compromised more than 140 software packages tied to Mastra, a popular framework used 
to build artificial intelligence (AI) agents and applications, according to Microsoft. In a report 
published Friday, the U.S. software giant assessed with “high confidence” that the campaign 
was the […] The post North Korean hackers behind supply chain attack on AI platform: 
Microsoft appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korea marks 2nd anniversary of mutual defense pact with Russia (2026-06-19 03:52)

North Korean state media marked the second anniversary of the Pyongyang summit between 
leader Kim Jong Un and Russian President Vladimir Putin on Friday, praising the signing of a 
mutual defense treaty that paved the way for joint fighting against Ukrainian “neo-Nazis.” 
Pyongyang kept up its outreach to friendly states. Kim sent a birthday message […] The post 
North Korea marks 2nd anniversary of mutual defense pact with Russia appeared first on NK 
PRO.

• How a North Korean IT worker cell built a 167K job application machine (2026-06-18 07:53)

A North Korean cell of remote workers operated a highly organized employment network that 
submitted nearly 170,000 job applications and fraudulently secured dozens of positions at U.S. 
companies, according to a new investigation. In a report published Tuesday, Nisos — a cyber 
intelligence firm that specializes in “human risk management” — outlined the operations of 
[…] The post How a North Korean IT worker cell built a 167K job application machine appeared 
first on NK PRO.

• North Korea, Russia still working on new car bridge ahead of scheduled opening 
(2026-06-18 04:06)

North Korea and Russia are adding finishing touches to their new bridge across the Tumen River 
but have yet to complete supporting infrastructure, satellite imagery shows, ahead of its 
planned opening on Friday. The DPRK side has actively pushed forward the construction of its 
customs facility over the past few months, with the main building […] The post North Korea, 
Russia still working on new car bridge ahead of scheduled opening appeared first on NK PRO.

https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-it-would-actually-mean-to-accept-north-korea-as-a-nuclear-state/
https://www.nknews.org/pro
https://www.nknews.org/pro/china-north-korea-processing-trade-holds-firm-with-raw-hair-wigs/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/china-north-korea-processing-trade-holds-firm-with-raw-hair-wigs/
https://www.nknews.org/pro
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• What Seoul can learn from the Balkans about coexistence with North Korea (2026-06-17 
03:26)

Seoul’s Unification Ministry recently published a white paper that signaled a shift in how 
South Korea approaches its relationship with North Korea, reorienting policy away from 
unification and toward “peaceful coexistence.” While this goal reflects a more pragmatic 
reading of current conditions, the path to achieving it remains far from straightforward given 
North Korea’s nuclear […] The post What Seoul can learn from the Balkans about coexistence 
with North Korea appeared first on NK PRO.
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