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Executive Summary

This analysis could not be generated due to a technical issue.

Key Developments

• Unable to generate a security analysis for North Korea at this time.
• Please try again later or select an alternative analysis method.

Outlook

Please check back later for an updated analysis.
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: NK News

• Lee says he asked Trump to ‘resolve’ North Korea nuke issue following Iran deal 
(2026-06-19 08:20)

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung said he asked U.S. President Donald Trump to resolve 
the North Korean nuclear issue this week following the U.S. deal with Iran, advocating for a 
“phased approach” to denuclearization as the “realistic way forward.” During a press 
conference at the Blue House on Friday, Lee disclosed the details of […]

• Kim Yo Jong warns G7 ‘inviting disaster’ by calling for DPRK’s denuclearization 
(2026-06-19 05:38)

The North Korean leader’s influential sister Kim Yo Jong denounced the Group of Seven (G7) 
industrialized nations for calling for Pyongyang’s denuclearization, warning that those who 
pursue this “line of no retreat” will face consequences. In a statement published by the 
state-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) on Thursday, Kim criticized the joint declaration 
issued […]

• Ask a North Korean: How does DPRK society view people with disabilities? (2026-06-19 
03:37)

“Ask a North Korean” is an NK News series featuring interviews with and columns by North 
Korean defectors, most of whom left the DPRK within the last few years. Readers may submit 
their questions for defectors by emailing ask@nknews.org and including their first name and 
city of residence. Today’s question is about how North Korean […]

• North Korea reveals major bus crush caused over 20 casualties (2026-06-19 01:43)

North Korean media has reported that a major bus crash in the countryside injured more than 
20 passengers earlier this year, a rare acknowledgement of an accident in a country with 
dangerously outdated roads. According to Korean Central Television (KCTV) on Wednesday, a 
passenger bus traveling through Kangwon Province veered off the road on the […]

• Senate confirms Michelle Steel as US ambassador to South Korea (2026-06-18 07:23)

The U.S. Senate confirmed former Republican congresswoman Michelle Steel to serve as the 
next U.S. ambassador to South Korea on Wednesday, as the allies navigate concerns over North 
Korea, defense and trade. The Senate voted 55-39 to approve President Donald Trump’s 
nomination of Steel, which was submitted in April. The 70-year-old former U.S. representative 
from […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/lee-says-he-asked-trump-to-resolve-north-korea-nuke-issue-following-iran-deal/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/kim-yo-jong-warns-g7-inviting-disaster-by-calling-for-dprks-denuclearization/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/ask-a-north-korean-how-does-dprk-society-view-people-with-disabilities/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-reveals-major-bus-crush-caused-over-20-casualties/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/senate-confirms-michelle-steel-as-us-ambassador-to-south-korea/
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• Seoul’s Unification Ministry takes issue with calling North Korea ‘enemy’ (2026-06-18 
06:50)

Seoul’s Unification Ministry has expressed reservations about a plan to label North Korea as 
the South’s “enemy” in an upcoming defense white paper, highlighting continuing 
inter-Korean policy differences within the Lee Jae Myung administration. During a briefing on 
Thursday, a Defense Ministry spokesperson denied reports that it was considering dropping 
references to North Korea as […]

• Brian Davis on how the US military collects intel: North Korea Unpacked (2026-06-18 04:14)

This month, retired U.S. Army Col. Brian Davis joins North Korea Unpacked with Jacco Zwetsloot 
to discuss lessons from his nearly 40-year career spanning some of the most consequential 
periods in U.S.-DPRK relations. He talks about how intelligence on North Korea is gathered and 
analyzed, how U.S. and South Korean military priorities shifted from conventional […]

• North Korean trade with China falls in May after hitting multiyear high (2026-06-18 04:09)

North Korea’s trade with China fell in May after hitting a multiyear high the previous month, 
official data shows, though both exports and imports remained above last year’s levels. 
Sino-DPRK trade totaled nearly $268 million last month, according to the new data released by 
Beijing’s General Administration of Customs (GAC) on Thursday. This is down […]

• North Korea uses older Nvidia, Qualcomm tech to boost AI capabilities: report (2026-06-17 
09:04)

North Korea relies on older Nvidia graphics cards and Qualcomm chips to apply artificial 
intelligence (AI) in military, surveillance and cyber purposes, a ROK report found, suggesting 
Pyongyang can make some technological progress without advanced AI infrastructure or 
capabilities. The Institute for National Security Strategy’s (INSS) report Monday is a follow-up 
to its November research, […]

• North Korea confirms recalling its UK ambassador after a month in post (2026-06-17 09:01)

The DPRK withdrew its ambassador to the U.K. just a month after his appointment in response 
to London’s sanctions against a children’s camp, leaving a void in diplomacy amid growing 
tensions. In a statement to NK News, the DPRK Embassy in London confirmed that Pyongyang 
recalled Amb. Mun Myong Sin after the British government’s “extremely […]

• Lee reiterates need for Trump to take lead in lowering North Korea tensions (2026-06-17 
08:08)

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung asked U.S. President Donald Trump on Tuesday to 
support efforts in lowering tensions with North Korea during a brief exchange at the 2026 
Group of Seven summit in France, according to Seoul. During a photo session at the summit, 
Lee requested Trump to take the lead in seeking a […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/seouls-unification-ministry-takes-issue-with-calling-north-korea-enemy/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/brian-davis-on-how-the-us-military-collects-intel-north-korea-unpacked/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korean-trade-with-china-falls-in-may-after-hitting-multiyear-high/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-uses-older-nvidia-qualcomm-tech-to-boost-ai-capabilities-report/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-confirms-recalling-its-uk-ambassador-after-a-month-in-post/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/lee-reiterates-need-for-trump-to-take-lead-in-lowering-north-korea-tensions/
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• North Korea bans US dual nationals from entering country: Travel firm (2026-06-17 06:10)

North Korea has banned American citizens holding dual nationality from entering the country, 
marking a reversal from an earlier policy allowing U.S. nationals to circumvent restrictions by 
using passports from other countries. In a blog post published Wednesday, a travel agency 
specializing in tours to North Korea said the restriction applies to all U.S. visitors, […]

• Seoul unveils plans to redraw military boundary near North Korean border (2026-06-17 
05:18)

South Korea’s Defense Ministry on Wednesday unveiled a sweeping rollback of regulations 
along the heavily fortified border with North Korea, pledging to move a decades-old military 
buffer farther south and open hundreds of square kilometers of land for civilian use. The 
ministry in a press release and briefing led by Defense Minister Ahn Gyu-back said […]

• The world should welcome Xi Jinping’s efforts to improve ties with North Korea 
(2026-06-17 03:05)

Editor’s note: The following article is an opinion piece by Lyle Goldstein, director of Asia 
engagement at Defense Priorities. Views expressed in opinion articles are exclusively the 
author’s own and do not represent those of NK News. Chinese President Xi Jinping’s state 
visit to North Korea has raised alarm among some security watchers, who have […]

• Acquittal upheld for Seoul official accused of covering up North Korean shooting 
(2026-06-16 07:11)

A Seoul court has upheld the acquittal of South Korea’s former national security adviser over 
charges that he helped cover up North Korea’s fatal shooting of a government official in 2020. 
The Seoul High Court dismissed the appeal by prosecutors Tuesday and affirmed the lower 
court’s verdicts for Suh Hoon and former Coast Guard Commissioner […]

• North Korean expert set to appear virtually at South Korean peace forum (2026-06-16 
06:15)

A North Korean expert working for UNESCO is scheduled to make a rare, virtual appearance at a 
South Korean peace forum later this month. Chang Gwang Chol, UNESCO headquarters’ chief 
of education policy and a former official in North Korea’s education ministry, will take part in 
the three-day Jeju Forum for Peace and Prosperity starting […]

• Dutch warship completes mission to monitor North Korean sanctions evasion (2026-06-16 
04:32)

The Netherlands deployed a warship to monitor North Korea’s illicit maritime activities this 
month, Japan’s defense ministry announced Monday after the vessel concluded its sanctions 
monitoring mission. The Royal Netherlands Navy frigate HNLMS De Ruyter conducted 
surveillance of unspecified waters off Japan from early to mid-June, the ministry said in a press 
release, adding that […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-bans-us-dual-nationals-from-entering-country-travel-firm/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/seoul-unveils-plans-to-redraw-military-boundary-near-north-korean-border/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/the-world-should-welcome-xi-jinpings-efforts-to-improve-ties-with-north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/acquittal-upheld-for-seoul-official-accused-of-covering-up-north-korean-shooting/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korean-expert-set-to-appear-virtually-at-south-korean-peace-forum/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/dutch-warship-completes-mission-to-monitor-north-korean-sanctions-evasion/


SecurityStudies.info NORTH KOREA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 6 — 2026-06-22

• Lee seeks Pope Leo’s blessing for peace with North Korea at Vatican meeting 
(2026-06-16 03:35)

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung invited Pope Leo XIV to visit Seoul and discussed 
inter-Korean peace and dialogue during a Vatican audience on Monday, though neither side 
confirmed whether Lee renewed a long-standing push for a papal trip to North Korea. As an 
extension of his state visit to Italy, Lee met with Pope […]

• On the DMZ Peace Trail, South Koreans hike the front lines of a frozen war (2026-06-16 
02:48)

Standing along the Demilitarized Zone, a woman trained her phone camera toward North Korea 
and the granite peaks of the Kumgang Mountains. “Please do not take any pictures here,” a 
ROK soldier told her. “Ma’am, no pictures.” The tourist continued to snap shots through the 
border fence. “NO PICTURES,” the soldier finally shouted. The woman […]

• Yoon’s prison sentence, Xi’s North Korea visit and shifting peninsula dynamics 
(2026-06-16 02:37)

This week, NK News CEO Chad O’Carroll and Chris Green of International Crisis Group join the 
podcast to discuss a Seoul court’s decision to sentence former South Korean President Yoon 
Suk Yeol to 30 years in prison, finding that he orchestrated a drone operation that sought to 
provoke a North Korean response and create a pretext […]

• US imposes new restrictions on export of medical devices to North Korea (2026-06-15 
09:58)

The U.S. has introduced new prohibitions governing the export of medical devices to North 
Korea, which an expert said likely target dual-use equipment that could support Pyongyang’s 
weapons programs. The Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) 
published a list of medical and laboratory equipment generally prohibited for export to the 
DPRK last week. […]

• North Korea slams calls for its denuclearization in series of weekend statements 
(2026-06-15 08:05)

North Korea repeatedly reaffirmed its status as a nuclear weapons state in a series of 
statements over the weekend, denouncing recent calls for its denuclearization and U.S.-ROK 
defense ties. The DPRK’s Foreign Ministry released two statements on Saturday, one criticizing 
an ROK-EU joint statement adopted last week and the other on the latest Nuclear Consultative 
[…]

• Trump posts summit photo with Kim Jong Un before announcing Iran deal (2026-06-15 
07:55)

https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/lee-seeks-pope-leos-blessing-for-peace-with-north-korea-at-vatican-meeting/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/on-the-dmz-peace-trail-south-koreans-hike-the-front-lines-of-a-frozen-war/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/yoons-prison-sentence-xis-north-korea-visit-and-shifting-peninsula-dynamics/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/us-imposes-new-restrictions-on-export-of-medical-devices-to-north-korea/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-slams-calls-for-its-denuclearization-in-series-of-weekend-statements/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/trump-posts-summit-photo-with-kim-jong-un-before-announcing-iran-deal/
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U.S. President Donald Trump shared a photo of himself walking with North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un on Sunday, though an expert said it is too soon to conclude that he plans to turn his 
attention to Pyongyang after announcing an end to the war in Iran. The photo posted on Truth 
Social showed the […]

• North Korea, Vietnam hold talks on boosting law enforcement cooperation (2026-06-15 
06:51)

The public security ministers of North Korea and Vietnam discussed strengthening law 
enforcement cooperation in Pyongyang on Sunday, building on recent efforts to strengthen ties 
in line with their leaders’ pledges. North Korean Minister of Public Security Pang Tu Sop and 
his Vietnamese counterpart Luong Tam Quang shared their countries’ respective “successes 
and experience” in […]

• Russia using North Korean missile tech to upgrade its weapons, Kyiv says (2026-06-15 
05:55)

Russia has incorporated technology from North Korean ballistic missiles into weapons systems 
it is using against Ukraine, according to Kyiv. Moscow has failed to “establish its own mass 
production of complex electronic components” and has to rely on “electronics of North 
Korean and Western origin,” Col. Oleksandr Zaruba of the Ukrainian military said at a […]

• Lee says hope for peace with North Korea is ‘still alive’ at mass in Rome (2026-06-15 
05:37)

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung told congregants at a mass in Rome that an “ember” 
of hope for improving ties with North Korea is still alive, despite the current icy relations with 
Pyongyang. Speaking on the eve of the 26th anniversary of the June 15 Joint Declaration, a 
landmark inter-Korean statement, Lee reaffirmed that […]

Source: NK Pro

• North Korea marks 2nd anniversary of mutual defense pact with Russia (2026-06-19 03:52)

North Korean state media marked the second anniversary of the Pyongyang summit between 
leader Kim Jong Un and Russian President Vladimir Putin on Friday, praising the signing of a 
mutual defense treaty that paved the way for joint fighting against Ukrainian “neo-Nazis.” 
Pyongyang kept up its outreach to friendly states. Kim sent a birthday message […] The post 
North Korea marks 2nd anniversary of mutual defense pact with Russia appeared first on NK 
PRO.

• How a North Korean IT worker cell built a 167K job application machine (2026-06-18 07:53)

A North Korean cell of remote workers operated a highly organized employment network that 
submitted nearly 170,000 job applications and fraudulently secured dozens of positions at U.S. 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/north-korea-vietnam-hold-talks-on-boosting-law-enforcement-cooperation/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/russia-using-north-korean-missile-tech-to-upgrade-its-weapons-kyiv-says/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/06/lee-says-hope-for-peace-with-north-korea-is-still-alive-at-mass-in-rome/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-marks-2nd-anniversary-of-mutual-defense-pact-with-russia/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-marks-2nd-anniversary-of-mutual-defense-pact-with-russia/
https://www.nknews.org/pro
https://www.nknews.org/pro
https://www.nknews.org/pro/how-a-north-korean-it-worker-cell-built-a-167k-job-application-machine/
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companies, according to a new investigation. In a report published Tuesday, Nisos — a cyber 
intelligence firm that specializes in “human risk management” — outlined the operations of 
[…] The post How a North Korean IT worker cell built a 167K job application machine appeared 
first on NK PRO.

• North Korea, Russia still working on new car bridge ahead of scheduled opening 
(2026-06-18 04:06)

North Korea and Russia are adding finishing touches to their new bridge across the Tumen River 
but have yet to complete supporting infrastructure, satellite imagery shows, ahead of its 
planned opening on Friday. The DPRK side has actively pushed forward the construction of its 
customs facility over the past few months, with the main building […] The post North Korea, 
Russia still working on new car bridge ahead of scheduled opening appeared first on NK PRO.

• What Seoul can learn from the Balkans about coexistence with North Korea (2026-06-17 
03:26)

Seoul’s Unification Ministry recently published a white paper that signaled a shift in how 
South Korea approaches its relationship with North Korea, reorienting policy away from 
unification and toward “peaceful coexistence.” While this goal reflects a more pragmatic 
reading of current conditions, the path to achieving it remains far from straightforward given 
North Korea’s nuclear […] The post What Seoul can learn from the Balkans about coexistence 
with North Korea appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korean hackers steal $36M from blockchain service using phishing email 
(2026-06-15 08:47)

North Korean cybercriminals stole up to $36 million in cryptocurrency from a privacy-focused 
blockchain authentication platform earlier this month, continuing a spree of heists targeting 
decentralized services. In a report published Saturday, the identity verification service Humanity 
Protocol said attackers moved roughly 141.18 million Humanity ($H) tokens and minted 
additional currency on June 8 after […] The post North Korean hackers steal $36M from 
blockchain service using phishing email appeared first on NK PRO.
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