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Security Analysis Report: North Korea (March
12-19, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of March 12-19, 2026, North Korea demonstrated a continued
aggressive posture through significant military activities and a deepening of its
strategic partnerships. Pyongyang launched approximately 10 ballistic missiles on
March 14, coinciding with joint US-South Korean military exercises, underscoring its
commitment to military modernization and deterrence. Concurrently, North Korea
strengthened diplomatic and economic ties with both Russia and China, resuming
cross-border passenger train services with China and marking a bilateral treaty
anniversary with Russia. Cybersecurity threats remained prominent, with North
Korean state-sponsored groups implicated in a major cryptocurrency theft and
sophisticated IT worker fraud schemes. These developments highlight North Korea's
strategy of advancing its nuclear and missile capabilities while leveraging renewed
great power alignment to circumvent sanctions and secure resources.

Key Security Developments

• Ballistic Missile Launches: On March 14, North Korea fired approximately 10
ballistic missiles towards the eastern sea from the Sunan area, with the missiles
flying about 350 kilometers. This action was perceived as a show of force in
response to ongoing joint military exercises between the United States and South
Korea, known as Freedom Shield. The launches mark the third ballistic missile test
by North Korea in 2026.
• Deepening Russia-North Korea Strategic Partnership: North Korea and Russia
marked the 77th anniversary of their bilateral treaty on economic and cultural
cooperation on March 17. Russia's acting ambassador to North Korea, Vladimir
Topekha, reaffirmed Moscow's commitment to advancing cooperation, expressing
satisfaction with the strategic partnership forged between President Vladimir Putin
and Kim Jong Un. This follows reports that North Korea has earned between $7.67
billion and $14.4 billion from Russia by deploying troops and exporting arms for
the war in Ukraine between August 2023 and December 2025, with much of the
compensation likely in military technology. The US Director of National Intelligence
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(DNI) also noted that North Korea has "gained valuable combat experience in
21st-century warfare" by supporting Russia's war in Ukraine.
• Resumption of China-North Korea Passenger Train Services: On March 12,
passenger train operations between Beijing and Pyongyang resumed for the first
time in six years, signaling a thaw in bilateral ties. Air China is also scheduled to
resume weekly flights between Beijing and Pyongyang starting March 30. This
resumption is seen as China's effort to reassert its influence over Pyongyang and
potentially facilitate increased trade and tourism.
• North Korean Cybersecurity Operations and Sanctions: A report by IBM and
cybersecurity vendor Flare, published on March 18, detailed North Korea's
sophisticated remote IT worker schemes. These schemes rely on Western
collaborators and an elaborate hierarchy to trick companies into hiring North
Korean operatives, who then funnel their salaries to Pyongyang to fund WMD and
ballistic missile programs. On March 12, the U.S. Department of the Treasury's
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) sanctioned six individuals and two entities
for their roles in these schemes, which generated nearly $800 million in 2024.
• Cryptocurrency Theft by Lazarus Group: North Korean hackers, allegedly tied to
the Lazarus Group, are suspected of targeting the cryptocurrency e-commerce
platform Bitrefill in an attack on March 1. The company's post-mortem, published
on March 18, revealed that approximately 18,500 purchase records containing
email addresses, crypto payment addresses, and IP addresses were accessed, and
hot wallets were drained.
• US Intelligence Assessment on Nuclear Test Preparedness: The US Director of
National Intelligence (DNI) stated on March 17 that North Korea is "probably"
preparing for another nuclear test on "short notice." The DNI's "2026 Annual
Threat Assessment Report," released on March 18, highlighted North Korea's
commitment to expanding its strategic weapons programs, including missiles and
nuclear warheads, and strengthening its deterrence capabilities.
• North Korea's Hardline Stance on Denuclearization and Inter-Korean Relations:
Statements from the 9th Party Congress (February 2026) continued to resonate,
with Kim Jong Un emphasizing the "irreversible and permanent" status of North
Korea as a nuclear weapons state and rejecting the possibility of reconciliation or
reunification with South Korea. North Korea views US-South Korean military
exercises as "hostile policies" and a precondition for any dialogue with the US.
• US THAAD and Patriot Redeployment Concerns: The US Forces Korea (USFK)
redeployed Patriot PAC-3 and THAAD systems from South Korea to the Middle
East. This move has raised concerns in Seoul about potential gaps in South Korean
air defenses, although South Korean President Lee Jae Myung's office stated it
would not affect the allies' defense posture.
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• Naval Modernization and Green-Water Navy Ambitions: North Korea is actively
developing larger guided-missile destroyers (DDGs) and increasing the number of
missiles its surface combatants can carry. This development is aimed at
establishing a "green-water navy" capable of operating beyond its coastal waters
and further dispersing its nuclear arsenal. Russian technological support is
suspected in the development of the Choe Hyon-class destroyer.
• Human Rights and Border Security: The UN special rapporteur on North Korea,
Elizabeth Salmón, reported on March 13 that the human rights situation in North
Korea has "degraded" over the past decade. Expanded border fences, new guard
posts, and intensified enforcement of domestic travel permit requirements, along
with "shoot-on-sight" orders for those attempting to flee, remain in effect.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

North Korea's recent actions and diplomatic engagements significantly impact
regional stability and its relations with major powers. The deepening military and
economic cooperation with Russia, highlighted by the 77th anniversary of their
bilateral treaty and the ongoing arms-for-technology exchanges, creates a formidable
challenge to international sanctions regimes. This alignment provides Pyongyang with
crucial resources and advanced military technology, bolstering its strategic
capabilities and reducing its isolation. The US Director of National Intelligence
explicitly stated that the "strategic partnership with Russia" strengthens Kim's
"negotiating position against Washington's demands for denuclearization and
lessening his need for sanctions relief."

Simultaneously, the resumption of passenger train services with China, after a
six-year hiatus, indicates Beijing's strategic move to reassert its traditional influence
over Pyongyang. This comes at a time when North Korea has cultivated closer ties
with Moscow, suggesting China aims to prevent Pyongyang from drifting too far into
Russia's orbit. The upcoming Xi-Trump summit later in March adds another layer of
complexity, as China may seek to leverage its renewed engagement with North Korea
in its broader diplomatic strategy with the United States.

Relations with the United States remain highly confrontational, with North Korea
reiterating its conditions for dialogue: US acceptance of its nuclear status and the
withdrawal of "hostile policies." Despite South Korean Prime Minister Kim Min-seok's
efforts to propose improved US-North Korea ties to President Trump, the fundamental
US stance on denuclearization appears unchanged, making direct talks unlikely under
Pyongyang's current terms. The redeployment of US missile defense systems from
South Korea to the Middle East, while intended for broader regional threats, could be
perceived by North Korea as a weakening of the US-South Korea alliance's immediate
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defensive posture, potentially emboldening further provocations.

Military and Defense Analysis

North Korea's military and defense posture during this period reflects a clear
commitment to expanding its strategic weapons programs and diversifying its
delivery capabilities. The launch of 10 ballistic missiles on March 14 demonstrates
ongoing testing and refinement of its missile arsenal. These launches are consistent
with Kim Jong Un's directive at the 9th Party Congress to increase the number of
nuclear weapons and expand their delivery means, including ground- and
submarine-based systems.

A significant development is North Korea's ambition to develop a "green-water navy"
by building larger guided-missile destroyers (DDGs) capable of carrying more missiles
and operating beyond coastal waters. This would enhance the survivability and
dispersal of its nuclear arsenal, adding a new dimension to its deterrence strategy.
The suspected Russian technological assistance in the development of the Choe
Hyon-class destroyer underscores the benefits Pyongyang is deriving from its military
cooperation with Moscow.

Furthermore, the DNI's "2026 Annual Threat Assessment Report" highlights North
Korea's focus on developing missiles capable of evading US and regional missile
defenses and increasing its nuclear warhead stockpile. The report also notes North
Korea's accelerated efforts to expand its domestic Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)
programs since November 2024, with Kim Jong Un adding AI-enabled unmanned
systems development to North Korea's five-year military modernization plan in
February 2026. This indicates a strategic shift towards incorporating advanced
technologies to enhance its conventional and asymmetric warfare capabilities.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): North Korea is highly likely to continue its pattern of
military provocations, particularly missile tests, in response to ongoing US-South
Korea military exercises and to further advance its strategic weapons programs. The
deepening ties with Russia will likely result in continued exchanges of arms and
technology, potentially accelerating North Korea's naval and drone development. The
resumption of rail and air links with China suggests an increase in economic activity,
which could provide some relief from sanctions, though the extent of this relief
remains to be seen. Pyongyang will maintain its hardline stance on denuclearization,
making any immediate breakthrough in talks with the US or South Korea improbable.
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Critical flashpoints and risk areas:

• Further Missile and Nuclear Tests: The US DNI's assessment of North Korea's
readiness for a nuclear test on "short notice" presents a critical flashpoint. Such a
test would significantly escalate tensions and draw strong international
condemnation.
• Cyberattacks: North Korea's sophisticated cyber capabilities, particularly
cryptocurrency theft and IT worker fraud, will continue to pose a significant
financial threat globally, with potential for more aggressive and disruptive attacks.
• Military Exercises and Border Incidents: Continued US-South Korea military drills
will likely be met with North Korean shows of force, increasing the risk of
miscalculation or accidental escalation along the heavily fortified border or in
maritime areas.
• Regional Power Dynamics: The delicate balance of influence between China and
Russia over North Korea, coupled with the US's strategic recalibration, could lead
to unpredictable shifts in regional dynamics and complicate efforts to address
North Korea's nuclear program.

Indicators to monitor:

• Frequency and type of North Korean missile launches and any signs of nuclear
test preparations.
• Specific details and volume of military technology transfers between Russia and
North Korea.
• The pace and scope of economic and diplomatic engagement between North
Korea and China, including trade volumes and high-level visits.
• Any shifts in rhetoric from Pyongyang regarding denuclearization or inter-Korean
dialogue.
• Further US or international sanctions targeting North Korea's illicit revenue
generation, particularly in cybersecurity.
• Developments in North Korea's naval modernization and drone programs.

Strategic recommendations:

• Strengthen Deterrence and Defense: The US and South Korea should continue to
enhance their combined defense posture, including missile defense capabilities,
while clearly communicating their readiness to respond to North Korean
provocations.
• Multilateral Pressure on Sanctions Enforcement: International efforts to enforce
sanctions against North Korea, particularly those related to arms trafficking and
illicit cyber activities, must be intensified to cut off funding for its WMD programs.
This includes monitoring the Russia-North Korea and China-North Korea economic
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corridors closely.
• Cybersecurity Collaboration: Enhance international cooperation in cybersecurity
to counter North Korea's sophisticated hacking and IT worker fraud schemes,
sharing intelligence and best practices to protect businesses and critical
infrastructure.
• Strategic Dialogue with China: Engage China in sustained dialogue to coordinate
approaches to North Korea, emphasizing the shared interest in regional stability
and denuclearization, while acknowledging China's renewed influence.
• Maintain Diplomatic Channels (Conditional): While direct talks with North Korea
appear unlikely under current conditions, maintaining open, albeit conditional,
diplomatic channels remains crucial for de-escalation and potential future
engagement, especially if North Korea signals genuine willingness for
denuclearization.
• Address Human Rights: Continue to highlight North Korea's dire human rights
situation, linking it to the regime's resource allocation for military programs, and
support international efforts to improve human rights conditions.
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: NK News

• US, ROK wrap up spring military exercise that drew North Korea’s scorn (2026-03-19 
05:56)

The U.S. and South Korea concluded their annual springtime Freedom Shield drills on Thursday, 
capping 11 days of large-scale joint exercises that drew North Korea’s scorn and multiple 
weapons tests. In a joint release, the allies said the exercise “incorporated lessons learned 
from recent conflicts into training scenarios to enhance realism,” adding it focused largely […]

• ‘Confident’ North Korea bolstering military threats with allies’ support: US 
(2026-03-19 05:40)

North Korea has leveraged its deepening military partnership with Russia and renewed 
diplomacy with China to bolster its economy and military, while continuing to expand its 
nuclear and missile arsenal with weapons capable of reaching the U.S. homeland, according to 
a new U.S. intelligence report. The 2026 Annual Threat Assessment released by the Office of […]

• ‘Go and lay a flower’: Chinese netizens react to travel resuming in North Korea 
(2026-03-19 03:57)

Chinese social media has been abuzz with discussion about the prospects for travel to North 
Korea following the resumption of cross-border passenger train service, with users variously 
expressing interest in visiting and skepticism about the actual prospects for reopening. On 
Douyin, China’s version of TikTok, users appeared indifferent and cautious after China Railway 
resumed service […]

• North Korean trade with China dips in first two months of 2026 (2026-03-18 09:36)

North Korea-China trade got off to a sluggish start in the new year, with total turnover in the 
first two months dropping significantly from the multiyear high in December. China’s General 
Administration of Customs (GAC) released new trade data on Wednesday, reporting that the 
DPRK’s commercial exchanges dipped to $240.5 million in January and $178.2 […]

• US troops hold air defense drills on countering North Korean threats (2026-03-18 08:17)

U.S. troops held air defense drills at a key air base outside Seoul as part of the large-scale 
Freedom Shield exercise, amid questions about how the possible redeployment of American 
missile defense assets could impact the military’s ability to counter North Korea. The March 
11 air defense drill involved the Patriot missile system and Avenger […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/us-rok-wrap-up-spring-military-exercise-that-drew-north-koreas-scorn/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/confident-north-korea-bolstering-military-threats-with-allies-support-us/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/go-and-lay-a-flower-chinese-netizens-react-to-travel-resumption-to-north-kore/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korean-trade-with-china-dips-in-first-two-months-of-2026/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/us-troops-hold-air-defense-drills-on-countering-north-korean-threats/
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• Russian businessman urges staff to learn discipline from North Korean workers 
(2026-03-18 08:03)

A video has emerged of a Russian businessman berating low-performing employees and urging 
them to learn discipline from North Korean colleagues, highlighting the risk of labor tensions 
over the growing number of DPRK workers in the country. In the video first reported by the 
Russian outlet Ostorozhno, Novosti, Alexander Rudakov, the founder of the Lipetsk-based […]

• North Korean hackers linked to theft from crypto gift card service (2026-03-18 07:14)

North Korean cybercriminals stole virtual funds from a cryptocurrency gift card service and 
accessed over 18,000 customer purchase records, the Sweden-based company announced on 
Tuesday. In a statement posted on social media, Bitrefill said attackers breached its systems on 
March 1 and “exploited” its gift card stock and supply chain to steal cryptocurrency. It did […]

• North Korea likely earned $14.4B from military deals with Russia: Report (2026-03-17 
10:09)

North Korea has earned as much as $14.4 billion from military support to Russia over a 
two-year span, according to a new estimate by an ROK think tank. In a report published 
Monday, the Seoul-based Institute for National Security Strategy (INSS) estimated North 
Korea’s total revenue from military ties with Russia at between $7.7 billion […]

• Lawmakers urge Seoul to stop China from repatriating North Korean detainee (2026-03-17 
09:32)

South Korean lawmakers called for the government to take action on Tuesday to prevent the 
forced repatriation of a North Korean defector’s mother, who has been detained in China for 
over a year. The appeal came after the defector Kim Geum-sung, 21, reportedly sent a letter to 
Foreign Minister Cho Hyun on Monday requesting information […]

• Kim Jong Un sets April opening for Ukraine war cemetery and museum (2026-03-17 07:27)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on Monday inspected construction of a cemetery and 
museum that honors soldiers he sent to join Russia’s war against Ukraine, according to state 
media. Kim set “the first anniversary of the liberation of Kursk” as the inauguration date for 
the “Memorial Museum of Combat Feats at the Overseas Military […]

• Peter Ward: Inside North Korea’s expanding crackdown on ‘unsocialist’ behavior 
(2026-03-17 05:48)

This week, NK News Data Correspondent Anton Sokolin opens the episode with a roundup of 
recent developments on the Korean Peninsula, including the resumption of China-North Korea 
passenger rail service and plans to restart flights. He also touches on the DPRK’s weekend test 
of multiple launch rocket systems, as well as how Russian media is […]

• Chinese travel agencies promoting North Korea group tours from May (2026-03-17 04:07)

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/russian-businessman-urges-staff-to-learn-discipline-from-north-korean-workers/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korean-hackers-linked-to-theft-from-crypto-gift-card-service/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korea-likely-earned-14-4b-from-military-deals-with-russia-report/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/lawmakers-urge-seoul-to-stop-china-from-repatriating-north-korean-detainee/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/kim-jong-un-sets-april-opening-for-ukraine-war-cemetery-and-museum/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/peter-ward-inside-north-koreas-expanding-crackdown-on-unsocialist-behavior/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/chinese-travel-agencies-promoting-north-korea-group-tours-from-may/
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Chinese travel agencies are advertising group tours to North Korea starting in late May, though 
DPRK authorities have yet to officially confirm a reopening for tourists after a six-year 
suspension. Travel itineraries circulating online show multiple agencies promoting eight-day 
tours departing from Beijing, with travelers expected to enter North Korea by train. The 
proposed trips […]

• North Korea’s parliament to convene on short notice to revise constitution (2026-03-17 
03:24)

North Korea will hold an urgent Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA) session on Sunday to 
discuss constitutional revisions, according to an announcement in state media on Tuesday, 
marking an unusually short notice for the event. The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) 
reported the First Session of the 15th SPA — North Korea’s rubber-stamp parliament — will 
[…]

• Ask a North Korean: What do you make of the rise of Kim Jong Un’s daughter? 
(2026-03-16 09:53)

“Ask a North Korean” is an NK News series featuring interviews with and columns by North 
Korean defectors, most of whom left the DPRK within the last few years. Readers may submit 
their questions for defectors by emailing ask@nknews.org and including their first name and 
city of residence. Today’s question asks about the increasing prominence […]

• Trump says he could meet Kim Jong Un as early as this month: ROK prime minister 
(2026-03-16 07:44)

U.S. President Donald Trump has expressed interest in meeting North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un during or after his planned trip to China later this month, according to South Korea’s prime 
minister. Speaking to South Korean reporters at the Korean Cultural Center in Washington on 
March 13, Prime Minister Kim Min-seok said Trump made the […]

• North Korea’s former inter-Korean negotiator resurfaces as minor party chief 
(2026-03-16 07:43)

North Korea’s former point man on inter-Korean affairs now appears to be serving as the 
head of a ceremonial minor party, hinting at a shift in these unification-focused parties 
following Pyongyang’s renunciation of inter-Korean ties. In a report about Sunday’s 
parliamentary election, the ruling party-run newspaper on Monday identified Ri Son Gwon as 
the current […]

• Kim Jong Un votes at a coal mine in election for rubber-stamp parliament (2026-03-16 
07:26)

Kim Jong Un voted in the election for North Korea’s rubber-stamp parliament on Sunday, 
according to state media, casting his ballot at a coal mine in a move that underscored the 
importance of the sector for his economic development goals. The state-run Korean Central 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-koreas-parliament-to-convene-on-short-notice-to-revise-constitution/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/ask-a-north-korean-what-do-you-make-of-the-rise-of-kim-jong-uns-daughter/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/trump-says-he-could-meet-kim-jong-un-as-early-as-this-month-rok-prime-minister/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-koreas-former-inter-korean-negotiator-resurfaces-as-minor-party-chief/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/kim-jong-un-votes-at-a-coal-mine-in-election-for-rubber-stamp-parliament/
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News Agency reported that the DPRK leader voted at the Chonsong […]

• DPRK says it fired 12 nuclear-capable rockets, figure at odds with ROK analysis 
(2026-03-14 22:54)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and his daughter oversaw a live-fire drill by a nuclear-capable 
600mm multiple rocket launcher (MLRS) on Saturday, launching a salvo of 12 rockets and 
reaching 100% accuracy, according to state media. The DPRK party daily Rodong Sinmun 
reported the following day that 12 MLRS units forming two batteries struck […]

• North Korea conducts missile test, third in March (2026-03-14 04:53)

This is a developing story. Please check back for updates North Korea has launched a suspected 
ballistic missile Saturday in its third test launch so far this month, according to the Japanese and 
South Korean militaries. The Japanese Defense Ministry announced the launch at 1:30 p.m. KST 
and said the missile appeared to have hit […]

• Air China set to revive Beijing-Pyongyang route for first time since 2020 (2026-03-14 02:42)

China’s national carrier Air China is set to resume flights from Beijing to Pyongyang in March 
for the first time after a six-year hiatus following the resumption of a regular passenger rail 
service between the countries this week. Currently, Air China’s website offers tickets to 
Pyongyang starting March 30, and on subsequent Mondays, with the […]

• Russia shares technical standards with North Korea, a boon for cooperation (2026-03-13 
08:55)

North Korea has acquired access to a Russian database of international technical standards that 
covers everything from programming languages, railway systems and cement to Vietnamese 
noodles, a potential boon for economic and military cooperation between the two sides. The 
development came after a technical delegation from the DPRK’s Standardization Committee 
visited Russia in early February. […]

• How small changes in North Korea’s upcoming election could signal bigger moves 
(2026-03-13 07:27)

North Korea’s constitution requires the country to hold a Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA) 
election every five years, and the next one is just around the corner. The election scheduled for 
March 15 was initially expected to be held in 2024, five years after the 2019 election. But the 
ballot was pushed back to 2026, apparently […]

• US blacklists 2 companies, 6 individuals over North Korean IT worker schemes (2026-03-13 
06:07)

The U.S. has sanctioned a North Korean technology company, a Vietnam-based firm and six 
individuals over their roles in IT worker schemes to raise money for Pyongyang’s nuclear 
weapons program. Thursday’s action by the Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/dprk-says-it-fired-12-nuclear-capable-rockets-figure-at-odds-with-rok-analysis/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korea-conducts-missile-test-third-in-march-japan/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/air-china-set-to-revive-beijing-pyongyang-route-for-first-time-since-2020/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/russia-shares-technical-standards-with-north-korea-a-boon-for-cooperation/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/how-small-changes-in-north-koreas-upcoming-election-could-signal-bigger-moves/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/us-blacklists-2-companies-6-individuals-over-north-korean-it-worker-schemes/
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Control (OFAC) marks the latest step in its drive to disrupt networks that place North […]

• North Korean crops held strong through winter before lean period: report (2026-03-12 
07:52)

North Korea’s winter crops have benefitted from favorable weather, a U.N. report found, 
leaving the country well positioned for the annual lean period amid persistent food insecurity 
concerns. The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) concluded in a report published 
Tuesday that North Korea saw “generally favorable” weather conditions between October to 
February, which allowed […]

• Chinese passenger train crosses into North Korea for first time in 6 years (2026-03-12 
06:47)

A Chinese passenger train on Thursday traveled from China’s Dandong into Sinuiju in North 
Korea for the first time in six years, videos circulating on Chinese social media show, marking 
the resumption of the service between the two countries since the strict border closures of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The train’s departure came a day after […]

Source: NK Pro

• What we can learn from the results of North Korea’s parliamentary election (2026-03-18 
09:16)

Nearly three quarters of the delegates newly elected to North Korea’s rubber-stamp 
parliament this week did not serve in the previous assembly, analysis shows, marking the 
highest-ever turnover rate. State media announced the full list of elected deputies from the 
15th Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA) on Tuesday, following the country’s first 
parliamentary election in seven […] The post What we can learn from the results of North 
Korea’s parliamentary election appeared first on NK PRO.

• What a return of mass Chinese tourism to North Korea could look like (2026-03-18 08:34)

A series of signals since last week suggest that Chinese tourism to North Korea may be closer to 
resuming than at any point since the pandemic. A passenger train from Dandong crossed the 
Sino-Korean Friendship Bridge on March 12 for the first time in six years. Days later, Air China 
confirmed it will resume its […] The post What a return of mass Chinese tourism to North Korea 
could look like appeared first on NK PRO.

• How AI-powered ‘vibe coding’ threatens North Korea’s illicit IT worker schemes 
(2026-03-16 03:42)

North Korean networks of information technology (IT) workers have emerged as one of the 
regime’s most lucrative revenue streams in recent years, generating sums estimated in the 
hundreds of millions through remote work for foreign companies. Now, however, the global 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korean-crops-held-strong-through-winter-before-lean-period-report/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/chinese-passenger-train-crosses-into-north-korea-for-first-time-in-6-years/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-we-can-learn-from-the-results-of-north-koreas-parliamentary-election/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-we-can-learn-from-the-results-of-north-koreas-parliamentary-election/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-we-can-learn-from-the-results-of-north-koreas-parliamentary-election/
https://www.nknews.org/pro
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-a-return-of-mass-chinese-tourism-to-north-korea-could-look-like/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-a-return-of-mass-chinese-tourism-to-north-korea-could-look-like/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-a-return-of-mass-chinese-tourism-to-north-korea-could-look-like/
https://www.nknews.org/pro
https://www.nknews.org/pro/how-ai-powered-vibe-coding-threatens-north-koreas-illicit-it-worker-schemes/
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adoption of AI for programming threatens to replace that workforce and decimate a huge 
source […] The post How AI-powered ‘vibe coding’ threatens North Korea’s illicit IT worker 
schemes appeared first on NK PRO.

• What the Iran war reveals about the dangers facing Kim Jong Un (2026-03-13 07:23)

U.S. and Israeli forces’ decimation of Iran’s senior military command, most notably by killing 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, has shown that surgically eliminating a state’s leadership in 
the early hours of a conflict is no longer a theoretical capability. This is the most uncomfortable 
lesson from the Iran war for North Korean military planners, who […] The post What the Iran 
war reveals about the dangers facing Kim Jong Un appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korea hypes upcoming election as the ‘most democratic’ in the world 
(2026-03-13 04:20)

State media hyped North Korea’s upcoming parliamentary elections as a demonstration of 
“the most popular and democratic electoral system” in the world, even as it sought to 
reframe the lack of actual competition as a virtue rather than a flaw. Coverage of the Supreme 
People’s Assembly (SPA) elections set for Sunday urged citizens to vote […] The post North 
Korea hypes upcoming election as the ‘most democratic’ in the world appeared first on NK 
PRO.

• Iran oil shock threatens North Korea from its fuel pumps to black markets (2026-03-12 
09:46)

Global oil prices surged sharply last week following the U.S. and Israeli military strikes against 
Iran, briefly pushing Brent crude to almost $120 per barrel after Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
moved to close the Strait of Hormuz — a chokepoint through which more than 20% of the 
world’s daily supply of oil passes. For most countries, […] The post Iran oil shock threatens 
North Korea from its fuel pumps to black markets appeared first on NK PRO.

• Why a North Korean nuclear warship could become a liability for the regime (2026-03-12 
02:03)

North Korea, which has long portrayed its nuclear capabilities as an indefensible feature of its 
military, recently touted a nuclear-capable warship that has warranted both skepticism and 
alarm. Roughly a week after concluding the Ninth Party Congress, North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un inspected the Choe Hyon, a Korean People’s Navy destroyer, and observed cruise […] The 
post Why a North Korean nuclear warship could become a liability for the regime appeared first 
on NK PRO.
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