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Security Analysis Report: North Korea (March
11-18, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of March 11-18, 2026, North Korea significantly escalated its
military demonstrations, conducting multiple missile and rocket launcher tests in
direct response to ongoing US-South Korea joint military exercises. Concurrently,
Pyongyang engaged in a notable diplomatic rapprochement with China, marked by
high-level visits and the resumption of cross-border transport, signaling Beijing's
renewed efforts to reassert influence. While rejecting dialogue with South Korea,
North Korea maintained its conditional openness to talks with the United States,
contingent on the recognition of its nuclear status. These developments underscore
North Korea's unwavering commitment to its nuclear and missile programs, its
strategic alignment with major powers, and its persistent efforts to leverage regional
tensions for internal and external objectives.

Key Security Developments

• Strategic Cruise Missile Tests from Destroyer
On March 11, North Korea conducted a test-firing of strategic cruise missiles from its
newly introduced Choe Hyon-class destroyer in the Yellow Sea. This marked the
second such test within a week, with the previous one occurring on March 4. Leader
Kim Jong Un reportedly supervised the launch remotely, and the missiles flew for
approximately 169 minutes before striking designated island targets. This repeated
testing demonstrates Pyongyang's accelerated development of sea-based long-range
strike capabilities, aiming to diversify its nuclear delivery platforms and complicate
regional missile defense efforts.

• Multiple Ballistic Missile Launches
On March 14, South Korea's military reported that North Korea fired approximately 10
ballistic missiles towards the eastern sea from an area near Pyongyang. Japan's
Defense Ministry confirmed the launches, stating the projectiles landed outside its
exclusive economic zone. These launches were perceived as a direct show of force
and a response to the ongoing US-South Korea "Freedom Shield" military exercises.
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• Nuclear-Capable Multiple Rocket Launcher (MRLS) Drill
On March 15, North Korea conducted a live-fire drill involving 12 of its 600mm
ultra-precision multiple rocket launchers, with Kim Jong Un and his daughter, Kim Ju
Ae, overseeing the exercise. The rockets struck an island target in the East Sea
approximately 364 kilometers away with "100 percent accuracy." Kim Jong Un
explicitly stated that the 420-kilometer strike range of these tactical nuclear-capable
weapons was intended to instill "uneasiness" in enemies, referring to South Korea and
US troops, and to demonstrate their "destructive power." This drill was a direct
counter-demonstration to the ongoing US-South Korea "Freedom Shield" exercises.

• Resumption of US-South Korea "Freedom Shield" Exercises
The United States and South Korea commenced their annual "Freedom Shield"
military drills on March 9, scheduled to run until March 19. These largely
computer-simulated exercises, accompanied by field training known as "Warrior
Shield," are designed to enhance joint operational capabilities and address evolving
security challenges. North Korea consistently condemns these drills as rehearsals for
invasion, using them as a pretext for its own military demonstrations.

• Warming Diplomatic Ties with China
Relations between North Korea and China entered a new phase of engagement during
this period. On March 11, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un visited Beijing for a military
parade and held meetings with Chinese officials focused on trade and investment.
This diplomatic gesture was reciprocated by a visit from Chinese Premier Li Qiang to
Pyongyang. Evidence of growing economic links includes extensive border
infrastructure developments and the resumption of passenger train services between
Beijing and Pyongyang on March 12, with Air China flights set to resume from March
30.

• US Diplomatic Overtures to North Korea
US State Department officials, including Assistant Secretary Michael DeSombre,
visited South Korea on March 11-12 to consult on the Korean Peninsula situation and
explore potential incentives for dialogue with North Korea. These discussions were
held in anticipation of a possible visit by US President Donald Trump to China later in
March, during which a renewed attempt at dialogue with Pyongyang might be
explored. However, the US maintains its goal of "complete denuclearization," a stance
North Korea rejects without prior recognition of its nuclear status.

• Continued Hostility Towards South Korea
North Korea maintained its "permanently hostile relationship" with South Korea, a
stance formalized in February 2026. Kim Jong Un has repeatedly stated that North
Korea has "absolutely no business dealing with South Korea, its most hostile entity,"
and will "permanently exclude South Korea from the category of compatriots." South
Korea's President Lee Jae Myung's call for resuming dialogue on March 1 was
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dismissed by Pyongyang as a "clumsy, deceptive farce."

• North Korea's Support for Iran and Anti-US Rhetoric
On March 11, North Korea's Foreign Ministry issued a statement condemning the joint
US-Israeli airstrikes on Iran as "illegal acts of aggression" and expressing support for
Iran's new supreme leader, Mojtaba Khamenei. This aligns with Pyongyang's broader
narrative of a "global front" against US hegemony and its efforts to position itself
alongside "anti-imperialist and independent countries" like Russia and Iran.

• Concerns over US Missile Defense Relocation
Reports indicated a potential redeployment of Terminal High Altitude Area Defense
(THAAD) and Patriot missile interceptors from South Korea to the Middle East to
counter threats in the escalating US-Israel-Iran conflict. While South Korean officials
stated this would not affect their defense posture, analysts suggest it could create
temporary gaps in South Korea's integrated missile defense networks against North
Korean threats.

• Ongoing Cybersecurity Threat
While no specific major cyber incidents were reported within this week, North Korea's
cybercrime activities remain a significant and growing threat. North Korean hackers
have stolen over $3 billion in the past three years to fund the regime's military and
nuclear programs, with their sophistication approaching that of China and Russia. The
Reconnaissance Information General Bureau (RGB) 3rd Bureau continues to conduct
global espionage campaigns targeting defense, aerospace, nuclear, and engineering
entities.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

North Korea's actions during this period have significant geopolitical implications,
primarily reinforcing its position as a nuclear-armed state and a key player in the
evolving global power dynamics. The resumption of robust diplomatic and economic
ties with China is a critical development. Beijing's renewed engagement, including
high-level visits and infrastructure development along the shared border, signals
China's strategic intent to reassert its traditional influence over Pyongyang. This move
is likely aimed at preventing North Korea from drifting too far into Russia's orbit,
especially given Pyongyang's deepening military cooperation with Moscow, which
includes supplying weapons to Russia in exchange for resources. A stronger
Sino-DPRK bond could also provide China with additional leverage in discussions with
the United States regarding the Korean Peninsula.

The escalation of military demonstrations by North Korea, particularly the missile and
MRLS tests, directly challenges regional stability and the US-South Korea alliance.
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These tests, conducted in response to the "Freedom Shield" exercises, underscore
Pyongyang's commitment to its "irreversible and permanent" nuclear status and its
strategy of layered deterrence. The explicit mention of tactical nuclear capabilities
and strike ranges targeting South Korea and US forces raises the risk of miscalculation
and accidental escalation. The reported redeployment of US missile defense assets
from South Korea to the Middle East, while officially downplayed, could be perceived
by North Korea as a strategic window to further its military objectives or increase
provocations, potentially creating a perceived security vacuum.

North Korea's continued rejection of dialogue with South Korea and its conditional
openness to talks with the US (requiring recognition of its nuclear status) highlight a
hardened diplomatic posture. Pyongyang's alignment with "anti-imperialist" nations,
as evidenced by its support for Iran against US-Israeli strikes, positions it as part of a
broader front challenging US global influence. This complex interplay of military
posturing and shifting alliances contributes to a more volatile strategic landscape in
Northeast Asia, where North Korea's actions are increasingly intertwined with broader
global tensions.

Military and Defense Analysis

North Korea's military posture during this period is characterized by an intensified
focus on modernization and diversification of its nuclear and conventional strike
capabilities. The successful test-firing of strategic cruise missiles from the new Choe
Hyon-class destroyer on March 11 signifies a significant step towards establishing a
robust sea-based nuclear deterrent. This development aligns with Kim Jong Un's
stated goal at the 9th Party Congress to expand the nuclear arsenal and enhance
operational systems across land, sea, and underwater platforms. The destroyer, North
Korea's first 5,000-ton-class vessel, equipped with a vertical launch system, suggests
potential Russian technological assistance, further enhancing Pyongyang's naval
power projection.

The test of 600mm nuclear-capable multiple rocket launchers (MRLS) on March 15,
overseen by Kim Jong Un, showcased a highly accurate and destructive tactical
weapon system. Kim's emphasis on its 420-kilometer strike range, capable of
targeting major US military air bases in South Korea, underscores a strategy of
"tactical nuclear saturation" to counter the combined air power of South Korea and
the United States. This demonstrates North Korea's intent to transition from merely
possessing nuclear capabilities to preparing them for potential combat scenarios,
including "automatic" retaliation against external threats. The ongoing development
of advanced weapons systems, including ground and submarine-launched ICBMs,
AI-enabled unmanned attack systems, anti-satellite weapons, and electronic warfare
capabilities, as outlined in the new five-year defense plan, indicates a sustained and
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ambitious modernization program aimed at creating a layered deterrence strategy.
Defense spending trends, while not explicitly detailed for this week, are implicitly high
given the continuous testing and development of these sophisticated and costly
weapon systems, likely funded in part by illicit cyber activities and aid from Russia.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, North Korea is highly likely
to continue its pattern of provocative military demonstrations in response to
perceived threats, particularly joint US-South Korea military exercises. We can
anticipate further tests of various missile systems, including cruise missiles and
potentially short-range ballistic missiles, to refine capabilities and signal defiance. The
warming ties with China are expected to solidify, leading to increased economic and
political exchanges, potentially easing some of the pressure from international
sanctions. However, North Korea's hostile stance towards South Korea is unlikely to
soften, with Pyongyang continuing to reject Seoul's overtures for dialogue. Diplomatic
engagement with the United States remains a possibility, especially if President
Trump's visit to China materializes, but any progress will hinge on the US's willingness
to acknowledge North Korea's nuclear status, a significant hurdle.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The primary flashpoint remains the Korean
Peninsula itself, with the potential for miscalculation during military drills or border
incidents. North Korea's explicit threats of tactical nuclear strikes against targets in
South Korea elevate the risk of rapid escalation. The reported redeployment of US
missile defense assets from South Korea to the Middle East could be a critical risk
area, as it might embolden North Korea to undertake more aggressive actions,
perceiving a temporary weakening of allied defenses. Continued cyberattacks by
North Korea, aimed at illicit fundraising and espionage, pose a constant threat to
global financial systems and critical infrastructure, potentially leading to retaliatory
measures.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the frequency and type of
North Korean missile and weapons tests, particularly any advancements in
submarine-launched capabilities or larger-scale exercises. The nature and outcomes
of any further high-level diplomatic exchanges between North Korea and China, as
well as between the US and China regarding North Korea, will be crucial. Monitoring
the rhetoric from Pyongyang, especially regarding its nuclear doctrine and its stance
towards the US and South Korea, will provide insights into its strategic intentions. Any
confirmed changes in US military posture in South Korea, beyond temporary
redeployments, would also be a significant indicator.
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Strategic recommendations: Given North Korea's unwavering commitment to its
nuclear program and its increasingly sophisticated capabilities, a multi-pronged
approach is recommended. First, strengthen deterrence through continued, robust
US-South Korea joint military exercises, ensuring that any perceived gaps in defense
are promptly addressed. Second, maintain open channels for dialogue with North
Korea, even while upholding denuclearization as the ultimate goal, exploring creative
diplomatic incentives that acknowledge the current geopolitical realities without
legitimizing its nuclear status. Third, intensify international cooperation with allies,
particularly South Korea and Japan, to counter North Korea's cyber threats and
enforce sanctions more effectively. Fourth, engage China to leverage its renewed
influence over North Korea, encouraging Beijing to play a more constructive role in
de-escalation and denuclearization efforts. Finally, prepare for potential
contingencies, including further provocations or accidental escalation, by maintaining
high levels of intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance.
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: NK News

• North Korea likely earned $14.4B from military deals with Russia: Report (2026-03-17 
10:09)

North Korea has earned as much as $14.4 billion from military support to Russia over a 
two-year span, according to a new estimate by an ROK think tank. In a report published 
Monday, the Seoul-based Institute for National Security Strategy (INSS) estimated North 
Korea’s total revenue from military ties with Russia at between $7.7 billion […]

• Lawmakers urge Seoul to stop China from repatriating North Korean detainee (2026-03-17 
09:32)

South Korean lawmakers called for the government to take action on Tuesday to prevent the 
forced repatriation of a North Korean defector’s mother, who has been detained in China for 
over a year. The appeal came after the defector Kim Geum-sung, 21, reportedly sent a letter to 
Foreign Minister Cho Hyun on Monday requesting information […]

• Kim Jong Un sets April opening for Ukraine war cemetery and museum (2026-03-17 07:27)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on Monday inspected construction of a cemetery and 
museum that honors soldiers he sent to join Russia’s war against Ukraine, according to state 
media. Kim set “the first anniversary of the liberation of Kursk” as the inauguration date for 
the “Memorial Museum of Combat Feats at the Overseas Military […]

• Peter Ward: Inside North Korea’s expanding crackdown on ‘unsocialist’ behavior 
(2026-03-17 05:48)

This week, NK News Data Correspondent Anton Sokolin opens the episode with a roundup of 
recent developments on the Korean Peninsula, including the resumption of China-North Korea 
passenger rail service and plans to restart flights. He also touches on the DPRK’s weekend test 
of multiple launch rocket systems, as well as how Russian media is […]

• Chinese travel agencies promoting North Korea group tours from May (2026-03-17 04:07)

Chinese travel agencies are advertising group tours to North Korea starting in late May, though 
DPRK authorities have yet to officially confirm a reopening for tourists after a six-year 
suspension. Travel itineraries circulating online show multiple agencies promoting eight-day 
tours departing from Beijing, with travelers expected to enter North Korea by train. The 
proposed trips […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korea-likely-earned-14-4b-from-military-deals-with-russia-report/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/lawmakers-urge-seoul-to-stop-china-from-repatriating-north-korean-detainee/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/kim-jong-un-sets-april-opening-for-ukraine-war-cemetery-and-museum/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/peter-ward-inside-north-koreas-expanding-crackdown-on-unsocialist-behavior/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/chinese-travel-agencies-promoting-north-korea-group-tours-from-may/
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• North Korea’s parliament to convene on short notice to revise constitution (2026-03-17 
03:24)

North Korea will hold an urgent Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA) session on Sunday to 
discuss constitutional revisions, according to an announcement in state media on Tuesday, 
marking an unusually short notice for the event. The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) 
reported the First Session of the 15th SPA — North Korea’s rubber-stamp parliament — will 
[…]

• Ask a North Korean: What do you make of the rise of Kim Jong Un’s daughter? 
(2026-03-16 09:53)

“Ask a North Korean” is an NK News series featuring interviews with and columns by North 
Korean defectors, most of whom left the DPRK within the last few years. Readers may submit 
their questions for defectors by emailing ask@nknews.org and including their first name and 
city of residence. Today’s question asks about the increasing prominence […]

• Trump says he could meet Kim Jong Un as early as this month: ROK prime minister 
(2026-03-16 07:44)

U.S. President Donald Trump has expressed interest in meeting North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un during or after his planned trip to China later this month, according to South Korea’s prime 
minister. Speaking to South Korean reporters at the Korean Cultural Center in Washington on 
March 13, Prime Minister Kim Min-seok said Trump made the […]

• North Korea’s former inter-Korean negotiator resurfaces as minor party chief 
(2026-03-16 07:43)

North Korea’s former point man on inter-Korean affairs now appears to be serving as the 
head of a ceremonial minor party, hinting at a shift in these unification-focused parties 
following Pyongyang’s renunciation of inter-Korean ties. In a report about Sunday’s 
parliamentary election, the ruling party-run newspaper on Monday identified Ri Son Gwon as 
the current […]

• Kim Jong Un votes at a coal mine in election for rubber-stamp parliament (2026-03-16 
07:26)

Kim Jong Un voted in the election for North Korea’s rubber-stamp parliament on Sunday, 
according to state media, casting his ballot at a coal mine in a move that underscored the 
importance of the sector for his economic development goals. The state-run Korean Central 
News Agency reported that the DPRK leader voted at the Chonsong […]

• DPRK says it fired 12 nuclear-capable rockets, figure at odds with ROK analysis 
(2026-03-14 22:54)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and his daughter oversaw a live-fire drill by a nuclear-capable 
600mm multiple rocket launcher (MLRS) on Saturday, launching a salvo of 12 rockets and 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-koreas-parliament-to-convene-on-short-notice-to-revise-constitution/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/ask-a-north-korean-what-do-you-make-of-the-rise-of-kim-jong-uns-daughter/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/trump-says-he-could-meet-kim-jong-un-as-early-as-this-month-rok-prime-minister/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-koreas-former-inter-korean-negotiator-resurfaces-as-minor-party-chief/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/kim-jong-un-votes-at-a-coal-mine-in-election-for-rubber-stamp-parliament/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/dprk-says-it-fired-12-nuclear-capable-rockets-figure-at-odds-with-rok-analysis/
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reaching 100% accuracy, according to state media. The DPRK party daily Rodong Sinmun 
reported the following day that 12 MLRS units forming two batteries struck […]

• North Korea conducts missile test, third in March (2026-03-14 04:53)

This is a developing story. Please check back for updates North Korea has launched a suspected 
ballistic missile Saturday in its third test launch so far this month, according to the Japanese and 
South Korean militaries. The Japanese Defense Ministry announced the launch at 1:30 p.m. KST 
and said the missile appeared to have hit […]

• Air China set to revive Beijing-Pyongyang route for first time since 2020 (2026-03-14 02:42)

China’s national carrier Air China is set to resume flights from Beijing to Pyongyang in March 
for the first time after a six-year hiatus following the resumption of a regular passenger rail 
service between the countries this week. Currently, Air China’s website offers tickets to 
Pyongyang starting March 30, and on subsequent Mondays, with the […]

• Russia shares technical standards with North Korea, a boon for cooperation (2026-03-13 
08:55)

North Korea has acquired access to a Russian database of international technical standards that 
covers everything from programming languages, railway systems and cement to Vietnamese 
noodles, a potential boon for economic and military cooperation between the two sides. The 
development came after a technical delegation from the DPRK’s Standardization Committee 
visited Russia in early February. […]

• How small changes in North Korea’s upcoming election could signal bigger moves 
(2026-03-13 07:27)

North Korea’s constitution requires the country to hold a Supreme People’s Assembly (SPA) 
election every five years, and the next one is just around the corner. The election scheduled for 
March 15 was initially expected to be held in 2024, five years after the 2019 election. But the 
ballot was pushed back to 2026, apparently […]

• US blacklists 2 companies, 6 individuals over North Korean IT worker schemes (2026-03-13 
06:07)

The U.S. has sanctioned a North Korean technology company, a Vietnam-based firm and six 
individuals over their roles in IT worker schemes to raise money for Pyongyang’s nuclear 
weapons program. Thursday’s action by the Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC) marks the latest step in its drive to disrupt networks that place North […]

• North Korean crops held strong through winter before lean period: report (2026-03-12 
07:52)

North Korea’s winter crops have benefitted from favorable weather, a U.N. report found, 
leaving the country well positioned for the annual lean period amid persistent food insecurity 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korea-conducts-missile-test-third-in-march-japan/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/air-china-set-to-revive-beijing-pyongyang-route-for-first-time-since-2020/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/russia-shares-technical-standards-with-north-korea-a-boon-for-cooperation/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/how-small-changes-in-north-koreas-upcoming-election-could-signal-bigger-moves/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/us-blacklists-2-companies-6-individuals-over-north-korean-it-worker-schemes/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korean-crops-held-strong-through-winter-before-lean-period-report/
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concerns. The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) concluded in a report published 
Tuesday that North Korea saw “generally favorable” weather conditions between October to 
February, which allowed […]

• Chinese passenger train crosses into North Korea for first time in 6 years (2026-03-12 
06:47)

A Chinese passenger train on Thursday traveled from China’s Dandong into Sinuiju in North 
Korea for the first time in six years, videos circulating on Chinese social media show, marking 
the resumption of the service between the two countries since the strict border closures of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The train’s departure came a day after […]

• Kim Jong Un inspects new pistols in first post-congress weapons factory visit (2026-03-11 
23:06)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, accompanied by his young daughter, inspected new pistols 
and rifles on Wednesday, highlighting efforts to expand small arms production in his first visit 
to a weapons factory since the adoption of a new five-year military development plan at the 
recent Ninth Party Congress. Citing a defense ministry report, Kim […]

• North Korean firms set to offer wigs, sanctioned textiles to Russian market (2026-03-11 
08:12)

North Korean firms seeking to supply fake hair, medical devices, chemicals and sanctioned 
textiles to Russia have filed trademarks with Moscow in another sign of the allies’ booming 
economic ties. Three North Korean firms — Chonwon, Mubyong and Kanghyong trading 
companies — filed trademarks with Russian intellectual property watchdog Rospatent since the 
start of the […]

• North Korea signals support for Iran’s new leader, while slamming US and Israel 
(2026-03-11 03:44)

North Korea has publicly acknowledged the election of Iran’s new Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Mojtaba Khamenei for the first time, while maintaining its silence on his predecessor’s death 
during the wave of U.S. and Israeli attacks last week. The mention of the new leader — without 
naming him — came during a DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesperson’s […]

• Ask a North Korean: What happens when you get injured and can’t work? (2026-03-11 
03:40)

“Ask a North Korean” is an NK News series featuring interviews with and columns by North 
Korean defectors, most of whom left the DPRK within the last few years. Readers may submit 
their questions for defectors by emailing ask@nknews.org and including their first name and 
city of residence. Today’s question is: What happens when you […]

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/chinese-passenger-train-crosses-into-north-korea-for-first-time-in-6-years/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/kim-jong-un-inspects-new-pistols-in-first-post-congress-weapons-factory-visit/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korean-firms-set-to-offer-wigs-sanctioned-textiles-to-russian-market/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/north-korea-signals-support-for-irans-new-leader-while-slamming-us-and-israel/
https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/ask-a-north-korean-what-happens-when-you-get-injured-and-cant-work/


SecurityStudies.info NORTH KOREA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 12 — 2026-03-18

• A canceled Pyongyang marathon, a renamed community and a harsh reality in China 
(2026-03-11 01:41)

NK News Lead Correspondent Shreyas Reddy and Database Center for North Korean Human 
Rights (NKDB) Executive Director Hanna Song join this week’s episode of the NK News Podcast. 
The news roundup begins with the sudden cancellation of the Pyongyang International 
Marathon, before turning to Seoul’s move to adopt a new term for North Korean-born 
residents […]

Source: NK Pro

• How AI-powered ‘vibe coding’ threatens North Korea’s illicit IT worker schemes 
(2026-03-16 03:42)

North Korean networks of information technology (IT) workers have emerged as one of the 
regime’s most lucrative revenue streams in recent years, generating sums estimated in the 
hundreds of millions through remote work for foreign companies. Now, however, the global 
adoption of AI for programming threatens to replace that workforce and decimate a huge 
source […] The post How AI-powered ‘vibe coding’ threatens North Korea’s illicit IT worker 
schemes appeared first on NK PRO.

• What the Iran war reveals about the dangers facing Kim Jong Un (2026-03-13 07:23)

U.S. and Israeli forces’ decimation of Iran’s senior military command, most notably by killing 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, has shown that surgically eliminating a state’s leadership in 
the early hours of a conflict is no longer a theoretical capability. This is the most uncomfortable 
lesson from the Iran war for North Korean military planners, who […] The post What the Iran 
war reveals about the dangers facing Kim Jong Un appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korea hypes upcoming election as the ‘most democratic’ in the world 
(2026-03-13 04:20)

State media hyped North Korea’s upcoming parliamentary elections as a demonstration of 
“the most popular and democratic electoral system” in the world, even as it sought to 
reframe the lack of actual competition as a virtue rather than a flaw. Coverage of the Supreme 
People’s Assembly (SPA) elections set for Sunday urged citizens to vote […] The post North 
Korea hypes upcoming election as the ‘most democratic’ in the world appeared first on NK 
PRO.

• Iran oil shock threatens North Korea from its fuel pumps to black markets (2026-03-12 
09:46)

Global oil prices surged sharply last week following the U.S. and Israeli military strikes against 
Iran, briefly pushing Brent crude to almost $120 per barrel after Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
moved to close the Strait of Hormuz — a chokepoint through which more than 20% of the 

https://www.nknews.org/2026/03/a-canceled-pyongyang-marathon-a-renamed-community-and-a-harsh-reality-in-china/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/how-ai-powered-vibe-coding-threatens-north-koreas-illicit-it-worker-schemes/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/how-ai-powered-vibe-coding-threatens-north-koreas-illicit-it-worker-schemes/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/how-ai-powered-vibe-coding-threatens-north-koreas-illicit-it-worker-schemes/
https://www.nknews.org/pro
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-the-iran-war-reveals-about-the-dangers-facing-kim-jong-un/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-the-iran-war-reveals-about-the-dangers-facing-kim-jong-un/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/what-the-iran-war-reveals-about-the-dangers-facing-kim-jong-un/
https://www.nknews.org/pro
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-hypes-upcoming-election-as-the-most-democratic-in-the-world/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-hypes-upcoming-election-as-the-most-democratic-in-the-world/
https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-hypes-upcoming-election-as-the-most-democratic-in-the-world/
https://www.nknews.org/pro
https://www.nknews.org/pro
https://www.nknews.org/pro/iran-oil-shock-threatens-north-korea-from-its-fuel-pumps-to-black-markets/
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world’s daily supply of oil passes. For most countries, […] The post Iran oil shock threatens 
North Korea from its fuel pumps to black markets appeared first on NK PRO.

• Why a North Korean nuclear warship could become a liability for the regime (2026-03-12 
02:03)

North Korea, which has long portrayed its nuclear capabilities as an indefensible feature of its 
military, recently touted a nuclear-capable warship that has warranted both skepticism and 
alarm. Roughly a week after concluding the Ninth Party Congress, North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un inspected the Choe Hyon, a Korean People’s Navy destroyer, and observed cruise […] The 
post Why a North Korean nuclear warship could become a liability for the regime appeared first 
on NK PRO.

• How a USFK asset move to the Middle East could impact North Korea deterrence 
(2026-03-11 09:37)

The escalating conflict in the Middle East has fueled fears in Seoul that the United States may 
shift military assets from the Korean Peninsula, opening up potential gaps in allies’ deterrence 
measures against North Korea. Amid mounting speculation, South Korean President Lee Jae 
Myung expressed Seoul’s “opposition” to a potential relocation of U.S. Forces Korea […] 
The post How a USFK asset move to the Middle East could impact North Korea deterrence 
appeared first on NK PRO.

• North Korea continues prison expansion as satellite imagery reveals 3 more sites 
(2026-03-11 07:27)

NK Pro has identified three additional prisons in North Korea where major demolition and 
reconstruction work has taken place in the last year, part of apparent efforts to expand the 
state’s incarceration capacity and management. The latest construction brings the total to 13 
prisons undergoing significant remodeling work since 2023, according to NK Pro analysis. […] 
The post North Korea continues prison expansion as satellite imagery reveals 3 more sites 
appeared first on NK PRO.
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