
— 1 —SecurityStudies.info

MONGOLIA SECURITY ANALYSIS
REPORT

AI-Assisted Open Source Intelligence Assessment

Analysis Period: June 19, 2026 - June 26, 2026

This report was produced using open-source intelligence analysis. The assessment is grounded in
publicly available reporting and should be cross-referenced with primary sources. RSS feed articles
are listed in the annex for reference.



SecurityStudies.info MONGOLIA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 2 — 2026-06-26

Executive Summary

During the period of June 19-26, 2026, Mongolia demonstrated a robust commitment
to its multi-vector foreign policy, actively balancing relations with major global powers
while enhancing its defense capabilities and international cooperation. A significant
highlight was the commencement of Khaan Quest 2026, a major multinational
peacekeeping exercise, underscoring Mongolia's role in global stability.
Diplomatically, Ulaanbaatar engaged in high-level talks with China and India, focusing
on economic cooperation and strategic partnerships, while also forging new defense
agreements with Turkey. These developments collectively reinforce Mongolia's
strategic autonomy and its dedication to regional peace and security amidst complex
geopolitical dynamics.

Key Security Developments

• Multinational Peacekeeping Exercise Khaan Quest 2026 Commences
The annual multinational peacekeeping exercise, Khaan Quest 2026, officially began
on June 20, 2026, at the Five Hills Training Area near Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, and is
scheduled to run until July 3, 2026. More than 1,100 military personnel from 18
countries, including India, South Korea, Germany, and the United States, are
participating in this 23rd iteration of the exercise. The exercise, co-organized by the
Mongolian Ministry of Defense and the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, focuses on
preparing contingents for UN peacekeeping missions through joint planning and
tactical drills such as establishing checkpoints, cordon-and-search operations,
patrolling, civilian evacuation, counter-IED drills, and combat first aid. This exercise
highlights Mongolia's enduring commitment to international peace and security and
its role as a significant contributor to UN peacekeeping operations.

• Mongolia Deepens Defense Cooperation with Turkey
On June 24, 2026, Mongolian Minister of Defense Batlut Damba held official talks with
Turkish Minister of National Defense Yaşar Güler during a visit to Turkey, resulting in
the signing of three intergovernmental documents. These agreements include a
Protocol on Military Training Cooperation, an Agreement on Financial Cooperation in
the Military Sector, and a Protocol on the Implementation of Financial Assistance. This
renewed military cooperation, after an 11-year hiatus, aims to enhance Mongolia's
defense capabilities, support military equipment modernization, strengthen training
and preparedness, and facilitate mutually beneficial projects.
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• High-Level Diplomatic Engagements with China
Mongolia engaged in significant diplomatic exchanges with China during this period.
Following Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi's visit from June 13-15, 2026, which laid
groundwork for future cooperation, Mongolian Prime Minister Nyam-Osor Uchral met
with Chinese Premier Li Qiang in Dalian on June 23, 2026, during the Summer Davos
Forum. Discussions focused on consolidating political mutual trust, expanding
practical cooperation in trade, connectivity, infrastructure, energy, mineral resources,
agriculture, and green economy, and aligning development strategies. Mongolia
reaffirmed its adherence to the One-China principle, considering issues related to
Xizang, Xinjiang, and Hong Kong as China's internal affairs.

• Strengthening Strategic Partnership with India
Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar paid an official visit to Mongolia from June
22-23, 2026, for high-level talks with Mongolian Foreign Minister Batmunkh Battsetseg
and other leadership. Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening
bilateral relations and expanding cooperation across various sectors, including trade,
investment, agriculture, and livestock. They emphasized the importance of
implementing strategic projects, such as the Mongolian oil refinery, which is funded by
a USD 1.7 billion Line of Credit from India and is expected to be operational by 2028,
crucial for Mongolia's energy independence. Direct flights between Ulaanbaatar and
New Delhi are also being prepared to boost people-to-people exchanges.

• Mongolia's "Third Neighbor" Diplomacy in Action
The diplomatic activities in June 2026, including high-level engagements with Japan,
China, and India, reflect the maturity of Mongolia's "third neighbor" foreign policy.
Foreign Minister Battsetseg's travel to Tokyo in June 2026 re-confirmed bilateral ties
with Japan to a "Special Strategic Partnership for Peace and Prosperity," with Japan
expressing willingness to support the expansion of Chinggis Khaan International
Airport and deepen cooperation on rare earths and critical minerals. This
demonstrates Mongolia's refined capacity to secure benefits from multiple partners
without generating friction, even as COP17 approaches and a potential Chinese
presidential visit remains under discussion.

• Cybersecurity Threats Remain a Concern
While no new incidents were reported within the specific June 19-26 timeframe, a
report from April 23, 2026, highlighted that a China-aligned threat actor,
"GopherWhisper," targeted a Mongolian government entity using popular
communication platforms like Discord, Slack, and Microsoft 365 Outlook for covert
communications and data exfiltration. This group has been active since at least
November 2023. Mongolia's National Security Council's Institute for Strategic Studies
(ISS) reported 1.6 million cyberattacks and incidents in 2024, costing $25.4 million in
damages, underscoring ongoing vulnerabilities despite a 2021 cybersecurity law and



SecurityStudies.info MONGOLIA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 4 — 2026-06-26

a 2023 National Cyber Security Strategy.

• Commitment to One-China Principle
During the visits by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Premier Li Qiang, Mongolia
consistently reiterated its firm adherence to the One-China principle, stating that
Taiwan is an inalienable part of China's territory and opposing any form of "Taiwan
independence" activities. Mongolia also affirmed that issues related to Xizang,
Xinjiang, and Hong Kong are China's internal affairs. This stance is a crucial element in
its relationship with its largest neighbor.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Mongolia's diplomatic activities from June 19-26, 2026, significantly underscore its
strategic position as a landlocked nation navigating the complex geopolitical
landscape between its two giant neighbors, China and Russia, while actively pursuing
its "third neighbor" policy. The high-level engagements with China, including Premier
Li Qiang's meeting with Prime Minister Nyam-Osor Uchral and the preceding visit by
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, highlight Beijing's intent to deepen economic and strategic
ties, particularly through initiatives like the Belt and Road cooperation and Mongolia's
Steppe Road Program. This robust engagement with China, focusing on infrastructure,
energy, and mineral resources, reinforces Mongolia's economic dependence but also
offers opportunities for development. Mongolia's consistent reaffirmation of the
One-China principle during these interactions is a critical diplomatic maneuver to
maintain stable relations with Beijing, especially given the sensitive regional context.

Simultaneously, Mongolia's active "third neighbor" diplomacy was evident in the visit
of Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and the re-confirmation of a "Special
Strategic Partnership" with Japan. These relationships provide Ulaanbaatar with
alternatives to its immediate neighbors, diversifying its economic and security
partnerships. The focus on strategic projects with India, such as the oil refinery, aims
to enhance Mongolia's energy independence, a key aspect of national security. The
hosting of the UNCCD COP17 in August 2026 further positions Mongolia as a
multilateral platform, allowing it to engage with a broader international community
and project its soft power on global environmental issues.

The commencement of Khaan Quest 2026, a multinational peacekeeping exercise
involving the United States and 17 other nations, demonstrates Mongolia's
commitment to international security cooperation and its desire to enhance
interoperability with diverse military forces. This exercise, co-organized with the U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command, signals a continued engagement with Western partners,
balancing the influence of China and Russia. The new defense cooperation
agreements with Turkey also reflect a broader strategy to expand security
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partnerships beyond traditional actors, potentially offering new avenues for military
modernization and training. These multi-faceted diplomatic and military engagements
collectively contribute to regional stability by fostering cooperation and trust, while
also allowing Mongolia to assert its sovereign interests and maintain a delicate
balance in a strategically vital region.

Military and Defense Analysis

Mongolia's military and defense posture during this period is characterized by a strong
emphasis on international peacekeeping, capability development through
multinational exercises, and diversification of defense partnerships. The ongoing
Khaan Quest 2026 exercise, involving over 1,100 military personnel from 18
countries, is a cornerstone of Mongolia's defense strategy. This exercise, co-hosted
with the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, is crucial for enhancing the operational
capabilities of the Mongolian Armed Forces (MAF) in UN peacekeeping operations,
focusing on practical skills like joint planning, tactical drills, civilian evacuation, and
counter-IED measures. Such multinational engagements not only improve
interoperability with diverse forces but also reinforce Mongolia's reputation as a
reliable contributor to global peace and security.

Furthermore, the signing of defense cooperation agreements with Turkey on June 24,
2026, marks a significant step in Mongolia's defense modernization programs. These
agreements, covering military training, financial cooperation, and implementation of
financial assistance, are expected to bolster the MAF's capabilities, support the
modernization of military equipment, and strengthen training and preparedness. This
move indicates Mongolia's proactive approach to diversifying its defense acquisitions
and arms deals, reducing sole reliance on its traditional security partners and seeking
advanced technologies and training from "third neighbors."

While specific defense spending trends for this precise period were not detailed, the
nature of these engagements suggests a continued investment in professionalizing its
armed forces and aligning its capabilities with international peacekeeping standards.
Mongolia's force posture remains primarily defensive and oriented towards
peacekeeping, reflecting its non-aligned foreign policy. The country's strategic
location necessitates a well-trained and adaptable military, capable of maintaining
sovereignty and contributing to regional stability. The focus on international
cooperation and diversified partnerships indicates a pragmatic approach to defense,
leveraging external support for modernization while upholding its commitment to
multilateral security frameworks.

Outlook and Forecast
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Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Mongolia will continue to be
a hub of diplomatic and military activity. The Khaan Quest 2026 exercise will conclude
on July 3, 2026, with likely follow-up discussions on lessons learned and future
cooperation. The momentum from the high-level visits by Chinese and Indian officials
is expected to translate into concrete progress on economic projects, particularly in
infrastructure, energy, and mineral resources. The potential state visit by Chinese
President Xi Jinping in late August 2026, following the Naadam Festival, will be a
critical event, likely leading to significant announcements on bilateral cooperation.
Additionally, Mongolia's hosting of the UNCCD COP17 in August 2026 will provide a
prominent platform for multilateral engagement, further solidifying its role in
international environmental diplomacy.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: A primary risk area for Mongolia remains its delicate
balancing act between China and Russia, its two powerful neighbors, and its "third
neighbor" policy. Any significant shift in the geopolitical dynamics between these
major powers could exert pressure on Ulaanbaatar's foreign policy. The ongoing
cybersecurity threats, as evidenced by the "GopherWhisper" APT targeting Mongolian
government entities, represent a persistent vulnerability that requires continuous
vigilance and investment. While no direct security incidents were reported, the porous
borders and potential for transnational threats remain a concern. Economic stability,
heavily reliant on mineral exports and trade with China, could also be a flashpoint if
global commodity prices fluctuate or if there are disruptions in cross-border trade.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the progress and outcomes of
the potential Xi Jinping visit, particularly any new agreements on infrastructure or
resource development. The implementation of projects stemming from the Indian and
Japanese engagements, such as the oil refinery and airport expansion, will
demonstrate the tangible benefits of Mongolia's diversified foreign policy. The nature
and frequency of future multinational military exercises, beyond Khaan Quest, will
indicate the continued strength of its partnerships with "third neighbors."
Furthermore, any public reporting on cybersecurity incidents or the effectiveness of
Mongolia's national cybersecurity strategy will be crucial to assess its resilience
against digital threats.

Strategic recommendations: Mongolia should continue to actively pursue its
multi-vector foreign policy, leveraging its strategic location to attract investment and
security cooperation from a diverse range of partners. Strengthening cybersecurity
infrastructure and capabilities, possibly through international partnerships, is
paramount to protect critical government functions and national data. Diversifying
economic partnerships and export markets, particularly for mineral resources, could
enhance economic resilience. Continued participation in and hosting of international
peacekeeping and environmental forums will elevate Mongolia's international
standing and provide platforms for diplomatic influence. Finally, maintaining clear
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communication channels and a balanced diplomatic approach with both China and
Russia, while deepening ties with "third neighbors," will be essential for navigating
regional complexities and safeguarding national interests.

Structured Assessment

```json

{

"threat_level": "Low",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Five Hills Training Area, Ulaanbaatar",

"detail": "Location of the multinational peacekeeping exercise Khaan Quest 2026,
involving 18 nations.",

"lat": 47.8864,

"lng": 106.9057,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Ulaanbaatar",

"detail": "Site of various high-level diplomatic meetings and the capital city, also a
potential target for cyber threats.",

"lat": 47.9188,

"lng": 106.9176,

"intensity": 1

},

{

"label": "Dalian, China",

"detail": "Location of the meeting between Mongolian Prime Minister Nyam-Osor
Uchral and Chinese Premier Li Qiang.",

"lat": 38.9155,

"lng": 121.6147,



SecurityStudies.info MONGOLIA — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 8 — 2026-06-26

"intensity": 1

},

{

"label": "Ankara, Turkey",

"detail": "Location where Mongolia and Turkey signed defense cooperation
agreements.",

"lat": 39.9334,

"lng": 32.8597,

"intensity": 1

}

]

}

```


