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Executive Summary

Macau's security landscape during April 19-26, 2026, was primarily shaped by
intensified border control measures, ongoing cybersecurity challenges, and a
reinforced national security framework. Authorities denied entry to over 2,500
mainland Chinese passport holders suspected of abusing transit schemes, indicating a
tightening of immigration enforcement. The government's digital infrastructure
continued to face a high volume of cyberattacks, averaging four million monthly,
though no breaches were reported. Diplomatically, Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai
engaged in a European tour to bolster economic and cultural ties, emphasizing
Macau's role as a platform for China's international outreach. Concurrently, the recent
implementation of a national security law allowing closed-door trials and the launch of
a national security education series underscored Beijing's holistic approach to security
within the SAR.

Key Security Developments

• Tightened Border Security Enforcement
Macau authorities denied entry to more than 2,500 mainland Chinese passport
holders between January and April 20, 2026, due to suspected abuse of the city's
transit entry arrangement. These individuals were refused for failing to present valid
onward travel documents, not proceeding to a third country as required, or making
frequent entries and exits to bypass stay regulations. In response, Macau has
tightened enforcement, including reducing permitted stay durations for repeat
offenders and denying entry after multiple violations, maintaining close coordination
with mainland authorities to combat disruptions to border control order.

• Persistent Cybersecurity Threats to Government Infrastructure
The Macau government's cloud computing center successfully repels an average of
over four million cyberattacks every month. Despite this high volume of attacks
recorded throughout 2025 and into April 2026, the Public Administration and Civil
Service Bureau (SAFP) confirmed that no security incidents have occurred to date.
This defensive record is attributed to a "dedicated monitoring team" and a "rigorous
security management regime" designed to protect the city's electronic infrastructure
and sensitive data.

• Implementation of New National Security Law
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A bill passed on March 19, 2026, by Macau's Legislative Assembly, allows judges to
hear national security cases behind closed doors and requires defense lawyers to
obtain clearances before appearing in such cases. This legislation buttresses Macau's
Committee for Safeguarding National Security (CDSE), created in 2018, and further
strengthens the top-level framework for safeguarding national security,
demonstrating the principle of "patriots governing Macao".

• Launch of National Security Education Series
The Macau SAR Government and the Liaison Office of the Central People's
Government in Macau jointly launched the 2026 Macau SAR National Security
Education series. Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai stated that the SAR government will
faithfully implement the holistic approach to national security and build a strong
barrier through concrete action. The annual exhibition, running from April 15 to May
15, is themed "Coordinating Development and Security, Safeguarding the New
Journey of the 15th Five-Year Plan".

• High-Level Diplomatic Engagements in Europe
Macau Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai undertook a working visit to Portugal, Spain,
Switzerland, and Belgium from April 19-26, 2026. During this trip, he met with Chinese
Ambassador to Portugal Yang Yirui in Lisbon on April 19, and with Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Cai Run, head of the Chinese Mission to the
European Union (EU) in Brussels on April 25. Discussions focused on strengthening
economic, trade, and cultural cooperation with the EU and Portuguese-speaking
countries, and leveraging Macau's role as a service platform.

• Proposed Cross-Border Yacht Travel Scheme
A long-awaited cross-border solo travel scheme, expected to be finalized as early as
summer 2026, will allow yachts from Macau and Hong Kong to easily sail to about six
designated ports in the western waters off the Greater Bay Area. The proposed
guidelines limit applicants strictly to Hong Kong and Macau residents holding
mainland travel permits in the initial stage, excluding foreigners. The scheme strictly
prohibits yachts from transporting cargo or engaging in transfers, mortgages, or
alternative uses after entering the mainland.

• China's New Regulation on Countering Foreign Extraterritorial Measures
On April 13, 2026, China's State Council issued the Regulation of the People's Republic
of China on Countering Foreign States' Unlawful Extraterritorial Jurisdiction, effective
immediately. While this regulation does not directly govern foreign sanctions or
restrictive measures taken solely against Hong Kong or Macau persons, it suggests
that where a sanctions-related decision involving Hong Kong or Macau has effects in
mainland China, Chinese authorities may view the matter as implicating PRC national
interests.



SecurityStudies.info MACAU — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 4 — 2026-04-26

• Chinese Navy's Role in Maritime Security
On April 23, 2026, the 77th anniversary of the founding of the Chinese People's
Liberation Army Navy, a commentary highlighted its important and growing role as a
guardian of world peace and a provider of maritime public security services. The
Chinese navy has expanded its international engagement through port visits and joint
exercises, contributing to a more stable maritime security environment. This broader
Chinese naval posture indirectly influences the security of Macau's maritime
approaches and regional stability.

• Misuse of "Macau Dollars" in Counterfeit Scheme
Indonesian police arrested five individuals in Cikupa, Tangerang Regency, on April 19,
2026, for selling counterfeit US dollars, which they referred to as "Macau dollars". The
syndicate exploited the high exchange rate of the US dollar to offer the fake currency.
This incident, while not directly involving Macau's government or territory, highlights
the potential for Macau's name to be associated with international criminal activities,
necessitating vigilance against such misrepresentations.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Macau's recent security and diplomatic developments are intrinsically linked to
China's broader geopolitical strategy, particularly its emphasis on national security
and the integration of the Special Administrative Regions (SARs) into national
development. The tightening of border controls and the implementation of a new
national security law allowing closed-door trials reflect Beijing's "holistic approach to
national security" and its efforts to ensure "patriots governing Macao". These
measures, while aimed at internal stability, could draw international scrutiny
regarding Macau's autonomy and legal transparency, potentially affecting its image
as a global business hub.

Macau's Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai's diplomatic tour to Europe, engaging with
Portugal and the EU, underscores China's strategy to leverage Macau's unique
historical and cultural ties to expand its international influence. By positioning Macau
as a "service platform" between China and Portuguese-speaking countries and a
"front station" for countries like Spain to engage with China's development, Beijing
aims to enhance its soft power and economic connectivity, particularly within the
framework of the Greater Bay Area (GBA). This strategy seeks to diversify Macau's
economy beyond gaming and reinforce its role in China's high-level opening up.

Regionally, the proposed cross-border yacht travel scheme within the Greater Bay
Area signifies a push for deeper integration and economic synergy between Macau,
Hong Kong, and mainland Chinese cities. This initiative, alongside broader Chinese
policies like the new regulation countering foreign extraterritorial measures, indicates
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China's assertive stance in protecting its national interests and economic security
against external pressures. The ongoing military exercises by the PLA Navy,
particularly in response to US-Philippines drills in the South China Sea, highlight the
persistent regional tensions and China's growing naval power, which indirectly
contributes to the perceived security environment of its coastal regions, including
Macau.

Military and Defense Analysis

As a Special Administrative Region of China, Macau does not possess its own
independent military or defense forces. Its defense is the responsibility of the People's
Liberation Army (PLA) Garrison in Macau, which maintains a presence but is primarily
focused on ceremonial duties and supporting public order when requested by the SAR
government. Therefore, any military and defense analysis concerning Macau must be
viewed through the lens of China's overall defense policy and the capabilities of the
PLA.

During the reporting period, there were no specific military activities or defense
acquisitions directly related to the PLA Garrison in Macau. However, broader
developments in China's military posture are relevant. The 77th anniversary of the
PLA Navy on April 23, 2026, was marked by commentary emphasizing its important
and growing role as a "guardian of world peace and a provider of maritime public
security services". This includes anti-piracy missions in areas like the Gulf of Aden and
participation in international emergency evacuations and disaster relief. Concurrently,
the PLA Southern Theatre Command conducted naval drills in waters east of Luzon,
Philippines, in response to the US-Philippines "Balikatan 2026" joint exercise. These
drills, led by the Type 055 guided-missile destroyer Zunyi, focused on live-fire
exercises, air-sea coordination, and rapid maneuvering, aiming to test integrated joint
combat capabilities. While these exercises are geographically distant from Macau,
they underscore China's commitment to safeguarding its sovereignty and security
interests in the broader region, which indirectly contributes to the strategic stability
surrounding Macau. China's defense spending trends and modernization programs,
particularly in naval capabilities, continue to enhance its ability to project power and
protect its maritime interests, including those related to its SARs.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Macau is expected to
continue its stringent enforcement of border security, particularly concerning transit
entry schemes, as authorities prepare for upcoming holiday periods and aim to
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maintain immigration order. The focus on national security will remain elevated, with
the full implementation of the new national security law and ongoing national security
education initiatives reinforcing Beijing's "holistic approach". Diplomatically, Macau
will likely build on the momentum from Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai's European tour,
seeking to formalize and expand economic, trade, and cultural cooperation with
Portugal and the EU, potentially leading to the resumption of the EU-Macao Joint
Committee meeting. The proposed cross-border yacht travel scheme within the
Greater Bay Area is anticipated to move towards finalization, further integrating
Macau into regional economic initiatives.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: A critical flashpoint remains the balance between
national security enforcement and Macau's high degree of autonomy, particularly
concerning the implications of the new national security law on legal processes and
international perceptions. While the government reports no successful cyberattacks,
the persistent high volume of cyberattacks against government systems (averaging
four million monthly) represents a continuous risk, requiring sustained vigilance and
investment in cybersecurity infrastructure. The potential for Macau's name to be
associated with international criminal activities, such as the "Macau dollars"
counterfeit scheme, could also pose reputational risks. Furthermore, broader
geopolitical tensions in the South China Sea and China's assertive defense posture,
while not directly involving Macau's territory, could indirectly affect regional stability
and Macau's economic environment.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the frequency and nature of
border entry denials and any public reactions to the tightened immigration policies.
The transparency and application of the new national security law, particularly in
high-profile cases, will be crucial for assessing its impact on Macau's legal system and
international standing. Monitoring reports on cybersecurity incidents affecting
Macau's critical infrastructure will indicate the effectiveness of its defenses against
evolving threats. Additionally, the progress of diplomatic and economic agreements
stemming from the Chief Executive's European visit and the implementation details of
the Greater Bay Area yacht scheme will signal Macau's success in diversifying its
economy and strengthening its international connections.

Strategic recommendations: Macau should continue to invest heavily in cybersecurity
defenses and threat intelligence to proactively counter the persistent high volume of
cyberattacks, potentially exploring international partnerships for advanced threat
sharing. To mitigate potential negative perceptions arising from the new national
security law, the Macau government could consider enhancing public communication
and transparency regarding its implementation, while respecting national security
imperatives. Furthermore, Macau should actively promote its unique role as a bridge
for international cooperation, particularly with Portuguese-speaking countries and the
EU, to diversify its economic base and reinforce its distinct identity within the "One
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Country, Two Systems" framework. Continued close coordination with mainland
authorities on border management and regional integration initiatives will be essential
for maintaining stability and facilitating economic development within the Greater Bay
Area.

Structured Assessment

```json

{

"threat_level": "Elevated",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Macau SAR Border Checkpoints",

"detail": "Increased enforcement and denial of entry for individuals abusing transit
schemes, indicating heightened border security measures.",

"lat": 22.2167,

"lng": 113.5500,

"intensity": 3

},

{

"label": "Macau Government Cloud Computing Center",

"detail": "Subject to an average of four million cyberattacks monthly, requiring
continuous robust defense mechanisms.",

"lat": 22.2000,

"lng": 113.5333,

"intensity": 3

},

{

"label": "Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge",

"detail": "A key artery for cross-border movement, subject to tightened immigration
controls and future yacht travel schemes, impacting regional connectivity.",

"lat": 22.2575,
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"lng": 113.7783,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Greater Bay Area Waters",

"detail": "Proposed yacht travel scheme and broader Chinese maritime security
interests, influenced by regional geopolitical dynamics and PLA Navy activities.",

"lat": 22.2000,

"lng": 113.8000,

"intensity": 2

},

{

"label": "Strait of Hormuz",

"detail": "Broader geopolitical tensions and Chinese energy security concerns,
indirectly impacting global and regional economic stability relevant to Macau.",

"lat": 26.0000,

"lng": 56.5000,

"intensity": 4

}

]

}

```
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Macau Daily Times

• 48 tourism agreements lift Macau-Spain ties to new level, CE says in Madrid (2026-04-24 
01:02)

Having concluded his Portugal visit on Tuesday afternoon local time, Chief Executive (CE) Sam 
Hou Fai arrived in Madrid, Spain, and reported that the one-day visit had brought bilateral 
cooperation to a new level, with 48 agreements jointly signed with Spain. Reportedly, the CE 
summarized the outcomes of his visit to Spain on Wednesday local […] The post 48 tourism 
agreements lift Macau-Spain ties to new level, CE says in Madrid appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau expects visitor growth, but legislators push for tourism upgrades (2026-04-24 01:00)

Macau is forecasting continued growth in visitor arrivals, supported by rising international 
tourist numbers, but lawmakers are pressing the government to enhance the city’s tourism 
offerings and better distribute economic benefits across local communities. During his 
European visit, Chief Executive (CE) Sam Hou Fai summarized his itinerary in Spain on 
Wednesday, local time, addressing media […] The post Macau expects visitor growth, but 
legislators push for tourism upgrades appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Grand Bombana Feast (2026-04-24 00:58)

Last week, to celebrate Italian cuisine as UNESCO heritage – in a rare convergence of culinary 
mastery, Chef Umberto Bombana gathers his protégés—now helming Michelin-starred kitchens 
across Macau, Hong Kong, Shanghai and Bangkok—for an unprecedented gastronomic summit. 
Revered as the King of White Truffles and the maestro behind the first three-Michelin-starred 
Italian restaurant outside Italy, Bombana […] The post Grand Bombana Feast  appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• South Shore Green Promenade Zone 2 opens to public (2026-04-24 00:56)

The Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) has opened Zone 2 of the second phase of the South Shore 
Waterfront Green Promenade to the public, marking another milestone in the city’s ongoing 
waterfront enhancement project. The newly accessible zone, located between Macau Tower and 
Portas do Entendimento, spans about 17,000 square meters along the coast and offers […] The 
post South Shore Green Promenade Zone 2 opens to public appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau and Vietnam endorse criminal judicial assistance draft (2026-04-24 00:54)
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Macau and Vietnam have initialed a draft criminal judicial assistance agreement following two 
days of consultations held in Macau, marking progress toward formal cross-border legal 
cooperation. A Vietnamese delegation visited Macau on April 20 and 21 at the invitation of the 
Macau government to negotiate the agreement, which is intended to strengthen cooperation in 
criminal […] The post Macau and Vietnam endorse criminal judicial assistance draft appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau Orchestra posts MOP56 million deficit as financial pressure persists (2026-04-24 
00:52)

Macao Orchestra Company Limited, which manages the city’s two flagship orchestras, 
remained in the red for the fourth consecutive year in 2025, posting a loss of nearly MOP56 
million, according to an annual report released yesterday. The government-backed company, 
established in early 2022 to professionalize operations and reduce reliance on public funds, saw 
its losses […] The post Macau Orchestra posts MOP56 million deficit as financial pressure 
persists appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gov’t secures 43 trade deals in Spain mission (2026-04-24 00:50)

Macau’s first economic and trade mission to Spain has resulted in 43 cooperation agreements 
and 104 business matching sessions during a one-day conference in Madrid. The 
“Macau-Spain Economic and Trade Cooperation Conference,” held on April 22 local time, 
brought together about 170 government and business representatives from mainland China, 
Spain, Macau, and the Guangdong-Macao In-Depth […] The post Gov’t secures 43 trade deals 
in Spain mission appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Beijing talks highlight Macau diversification push (2026-04-24 00:48)

The director of the Hong Kong and Macao Work Office of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference and the State Council’s Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office, Xia 
Baolong, met in Beijing on Wednesday with a delegation led by the president of the Macau 
Legislative Assembly, André Cheong. According to a report on the office’s […] The post Beijing 
talks highlight Macau diversification push appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Over-height truck strikes tunnel ceiling, roof detaches (2026-04-24 00:46)

An over-height truck entered the underground tunnel on Avenida do Dr. Rodrigo Rodrigues, first 
striking a height restriction sign before colliding with the tunnel ceiling and causing part of the 
roof to detach. The Public Security Police (PSP) dispatched a tow truck to the scene to handle 
the situation. The driver, a 40-year-old local resident, […] The post Over-height truck strikes 
tunnel ceiling, roof detaches appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• DSAL warns of scam calls spoofing hotline number (2026-04-24 00:44)

The Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) has warned the public about scam calls falsely using its 
hotline number “2833 8808.” Authorities said several Hong Kong residents recently reported 
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receiving calls from individuals claiming to be DSAL staff, speaking in Mandarin and citing 
personal details such as names and birth dates while inquiring about overseas recruitment. 
DSAL […] The post DSAL warns of scam calls spoofing hotline number appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Is the chicken being raised for its own sake, or someone else’s table? (2026-04-24 00:02)

There is something almost tender about the way Washington worries about China’s Taiwan 
island — like an ardent salesman who tries hard to peddle his goods but forgets to ask what the 
customer actually needs. Testifying before Congress, Samuel Paparo, head of the US 
“Indo-Pacific” Command, offered a homespun warning: the United States “can’t want […] 
The post Is the chicken being raised for its own sake, or someone else’s table? appeared first 
on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Friday, April 24, 2026 – edition no. 4937 (2026-04-24 00:01)

* Hola Madrid — 48 cooperation agreements lift Macau–Spain ties to a new level as Chief 
Executive highlights tourism, trade and platform role expansion in Europe * Tourism | Macau 
expects visitor growth, but legislators push for upgrades, better distribution of benefits * Taste 
of Edesia * South Shore Green Promenade Zone 2 opens, adding […] The post Friday, April 24, 
2026 – edition no. 4937 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Pope urges US and Iran to return to peace talks, condemns capital punishment 
(2026-04-23 18:09)

Pope Leo XIV urged the United States and Iran to return to talks to end the war Thursday and 
condemned capital punishment, in a wide-ranging press conference en route home from his 
trip to Africa. Leo also asserted that countries have the right to control their borders but 
mustn’t treat migrants worse than “animals,” and […] The post Pope urges US and Iran to 
return to peace talks, condemns capital punishment appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門
每日時報.

• Israeli defense minister says Israel is ready to resume war with Iran (2026-04-23 17:21)

Israel’s defense minister, Israel Katz, said Thursday that Israel is prepared to resume war with 
Iran and is awaiting a “green light” from the United States, according to a statement following 
a security assessment. “We are waiting for a green light from the United States,” Katz said, 
adding that the military is ready for both […] The post Israeli defense minister says Israel is 
ready to resume war with Iran appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Ex-Philippine president Duterte to face trial on crimes against humanity charges 
(2026-04-23 09:52)

THE HAGUE – Judges at the International Criminal Court on Thursday confirmed crimes against 
humanity charges against former Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte for deadly anti-drugs 
crackdowns he allegedly oversaw while in office. A three-judge panel found unanimously there 
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were “substantial grounds” to believe the ex-leader was responsible for dozens of murders, 
first as mayor of […]

• Sam Hou Fai concludes Portugal visit, cites ‘fruitful’ outcomes (2026-04-23 00:48)

Chief Executive (CE) Sam Hou Fai concluded his visit to Portugal on Tuesday afternoon local 
time, describing the trip as successful in strengthening traditional ties and expanding 
cooperation between Macau and Portugal. Before departing Lisbon, Sam held a series of 
high-level meetings with Portuguese officials on Tuesday morning, including meetings with the 
President of the […]

• CURB to open 50 buildings to public under open house programme (2026-04-23 00:46)

Macau residents and visitors will be given rare access to around 50 buildings across the city this 
November as the Center for Architecture and Urbanism (CURB) brings back Open House Macau 
on November 7 and 8. The event, first held in Macau in 2018 as the first Open House in Asia, 
allows visitors to explore […]

• Authorities launch ‘tourism and leisure’ shuttle bus to boost community economies 
(2026-04-23 00:44)

The local government, in partnership with the six major integrated resorts and leisure 
enterprises, unveiled the “Tourism and ‘Leisure’ Buses” exploration program on 
Wednesday to drive community economic growth and funnel more customers to local small and 
medium-sized enterprises. The Economic and Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT), the 
Macao Government Tourism Office (MGTO), the Gaming Inspection […]

• Incentive scheme draws criticism over lottery design as residents call system ‘absurd’ 
(2026-04-23 00:42)

As the latest 10-week “Community Consumption Grand Rewards Scheme” campaign entered 
its second week, public opinion remains divided, with some residents calling the lottery 
mechanism “absurd” and arguing that direct “consumption cards” and merchant subsidies 
would be fairer, while an economics scholar noted that such concerns, while valid, overlook the 
fundamentally different policy objectives and […]

• Seaport flags record mass revenue in Macau, warns of 2026 deceleration (2026-04-23 
00:40)

Macau’s casinos posted the strongest mass-market gross gaming revenue (GGR) growth in the 
first quarter of 2026 since the third quarter of 2024, though industry margins face ongoing 
pressures from high costs and reinvestments, Seaport Research Partners reported Tuesday. In 
the January-to-March period, accumulated GGR in Macau reached MOP65.87 billion (USD8.16 
billion), up 14.3% year-on-year […]

• 2027 public holidays hold steady at 20 days (2026-04-23 00:38)
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The government has released the 2027 public holiday calendar, featuring 20 public holidays 
next year, with civil servants entitled to six compensatory days off. The Official Gazette (BO) 
published a notice from the Public Administration and Civil Service Bureau (SAFP) yesterday 
announcing 20 public holidays for next year, unchanged from this year. The schedule for […]

• Games for people with disabilities to take place Sunday (2026-04-23 00:36)

The 2026 edition of the Macau Games for People with Disabilities will take place this Sunday 
(April 26), organizers announced yesterday at a press conference held at the Sports Bureau (ID). 
According to organizers, this year’s event will be divided into two sections: one in the morning 
(9 a.m. to noon) at the Mong Ha […]

• Authorities crack down on ‘cigar-shaped egg rolls’ as tobacco control enforcement 
tightens (2026-04-23 00:34)

In an unusual twist to routine health inspections, authorities have seized cigar-shaped egg rolls 
from local shops, highlighting an expanded crackdown on loopholes in Macau’s tobacco 
control laws. The Health Bureau (SSM) reported 1,524 violations in the first quarter of 2026, 
with creative food products now coming under increased scrutiny. Inspectors found that some 
merchants […]

• Tap Seac Art Fair opens today (2026-04-23 00:32)

The Tap Seac Craft Market will open its 2026 spring edition today, drawing local and regional 
artisans to showcase creative talent in handicrafts. The biannual event features a creative 
market with diverse goods, food stalls, craft workshops, and music by artists from various 
regions. Tonight’s performers include mainland singer-actor Chen Siqian at 6 p.m., known […]

• Woman loses over HKD473,000 in fake law enforcement scam (2026-04-23 00:30)

A female resident has fallen victim to a suspected fake law enforcement scam, losing more than 
HKD473,000, police said. The Judiciary Police said they were alerted by mainland authorities and 
later contacted the victim. In mid-April, she received a call from someone claiming to be an 
officer from the Wuhan Public Security Bureau, alleging her […]

• China’s foreign and defense ministers meet with Cambodian counterparts in joint 2+2 
dialogue (2026-04-23 00:04)

Cambodia and China yesterday held their first meeting of what is called a “2+2” Strategic 
Dialogue Mechanism, bringing together both countries’ foreign and defense ministers to 
deepen mutual political and security ties. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Defense 
Minister Dong Jun are visiting Cambodia to hold talks with their counterparts, Foreign Minister 
Prak Sokhonn […]

• Why emerging markets are dismissing the bad Iran news (2026-04-23 00:02)
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Global stock markets seem oddly disconnected from geopolitical reality. There’s no clear path 
to a peace deal between Washington and Tehran. The Strait of Hormuz remains closed, 
squeezing energy importers from Pakistan to Thailand. Yet nearly two months into the war, the 
MSCI Emerging Markets Index has recovered almost all losses since the US and […]

• Thursday, April 23, 2026 – edition no. 4936 (2026-04-23 00:01)

* Lisbon links — Sam Hou Fai concludes Portugal visit, citing ‘fruitful’ outcomes, with 61 
cooperation agreements signed across trade, tech, tourism, and cultural sectors * Tourism | 
Gov’t showcases global tourism ambitions at Madrid roadshow finale * Urban planning | 50 
buildings to open to the public under open house programme * Authorities launch […]

• Hong Kong–Macau ferry fares to rise from Apr. 25 (2026-04-22 00:50)

The prices of ferry trips between Hong Kong and Macau via the ferry operators Turbojet and 
Cotai Water Jet are set to increase from this Saturday (Apr. 25), the operators announced. The 
fare hikes, which exceed 10%, have been justified by the recent surge in fuel prices due to the 
Middle East conflict, as well […] The post Hong Kong–Macau ferry fares to rise from Apr. 25 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Influenza cases rise nearly fivefold in March, authorities warn public (2026-04-22 00:48)

The Health Bureau (SSM) has urged residents to strengthen personal protective measures after 
a sharp rise in influenza cases, with 1,785 infections recorded in March. This represents an 
increase of about 4.6 times compared with 320 cases in the same month last year, and 1.9 
times higher than the 618 cases recorded in February, according […] The post Influenza cases 
rise nearly fivefold in March, authorities warn public appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門
每日時報.

• Incense sticks found at hut fire scene in suspected arson case (2026-04-22 00:46)

A fire that destroyed a tin-roofed wooden hut in Coloane on Monday is being treated as 
suspected arson after burned incense sticks were discovered at the scene, according to the 
Judiciary Police (PJ). The blaze broke out at about 1:30 p.m. at a hut in Coloane Village on Rua de 
São Francisco Xavier. Residents alerted […] The post Incense sticks found at hut fire scene in 
suspected arson case appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• CE meets with Portuguese ministers and Chinese entrepreneurs (2026-04-22 00:44)

Continuing his tour in Lisbon, the Chief Executive (CE), Sam Hou Fai, met on Monday (April 20) 
local time with two Portuguese ministers (the Ministers of Justice and Economy, and of 
Territorial Cohesion) as well as with representatives of the Association of Chinese Enterprises in 
Portugal. In the meeting with Portugal’s Minister of Economy and […] The post CE meets with 
Portuguese ministers and Chinese entrepreneurs appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每
日時報.
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• MICE sector calls for more high-end international events (2026-04-22 00:42)

Macau’s meetings, incentives, conventions and exhibitions (MICE) sector recorded strong 
growth last year, with industry representatives calling for further efforts to attract more 
high-quality international events to strengthen the city’s positioning as a global business hub. 
Hong Yu Tak, head of the Youth Committee of the Macau Federation of Commercial 
Associations of the Convention & […] The post MICE sector calls for more high-end international 
events appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• China’s industrial economy up 6.1% in Q1 (2026-04-22 00:40)

China’s industrial and IT economy surged ahead in the first quarter of 2026, with added value 
from industries above designated size climbing 6.1% year-on-year. Vice Minister of Industry and 
Information Technology (MIIT) Zhang Yunming said Tuesday that all 31 provinces logged 
positive growth, more than 80% of industries expanded, and the sector contributed nearly 40% 
[…] The post China’s industrial economy up 6.1% in Q1 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 
澳門每日時報.

• Drunk driver hits woman on crosswalk (2026-04-22 00:38)

Public Security Police uncovered two drunk driving cases, arresting a local man and woman. A 
man in his 50s struck a mainland female pedestrian at a crosswalk on Avenida do Estádio in 
Cotai around 11 p.m. Sunday, leaving her hospitalized. His blood alcohol level was 2.39 g/L. 
Separately, a local woman in her 50s recorded […] The post Drunk driver hits woman on 
crosswalk appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• EV motorcycle stations launch scan-to-charge trial (2026-04-22 00:36)

Electric motorcycle charging stations in public parking lots launched a “scan-to-charge” pilot 
on Monday, requiring users to access chargers via a mobile app. China Power Macau (CEM) staff 
assisted riders on-site, with instructions provided through signage. Some users found the 
system more complex, particularly older riders less familiar with mobile apps. Others reported 
smooth registration […] The post EV motorcycle stations launch scan-to-charge trial appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Social Security Fund urges electronic payments as deadline nears (2026-04-22 00:34)

The Social Security Fund (FSS) reports that as of April 19, about 12,300 employers – roughly 49% 
of those required – have yet to make first-quarter contributions for employees. The fund urges 
employers and voluntary scheme contributors to use digital channels such as the Macao One 
Account and the Business & Associations Platform to avoid […] The post Social Security Fund 
urges electronic payments as deadline nears appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• UM hosts forum on TCM research transformation (2026-04-22 00:32)
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The University of Macau (UM) recently hosted a forum on the internationalization of traditional 
Chinese medicine (TCM) regulation and the transformation of research outcomes. The event 
gathered over 100 experts, scholars and officials from mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau and 
other Asian regions. Discussions focused on regulatory cooperation, industry-academia 
integration and commercialization of research. Keynote […] The post UM hosts forum on TCM 
research transformation appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• A long-shuttered Iraq-Syria border crossing reopens for the first time in more than a 
decade (2026-04-22 00:04)

A key border crossing between Iraq and Syria reopened this week for the first time in more than 
a decade, with officials highlighting its potential for trade and oil exports. Syria touted the 
crossing as a safe overland route for oil exports and an alternative to the Strait of Hormuz at the 
focus of the […] The post A long-shuttered Iraq-Syria border crossing reopens for the first time 
in more than a decade appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Sowing protection of environment in young minds (2026-04-22 00:02)

One afternoon in the garden of my Sanya apartment complex, I saw five children breaking 
bamboo stalks for a mock battle. I told them it was harmful to the environment, but they 
ignored me. When I insisted, one boy retorted that it was none of my business, and a nearby 
man glared at me, prompting […] The post Sowing protection of environment in young minds 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Wednesday, April 22, 2026 – edition no. 4935 (2026-04-22 00:01)

* Ferry play — MGTO eyes expanding discounts for tourists as ferry fares rise over 10% amid 
fuel-driven cost pressures * Health |Influenza cases in Macau rise nearly fivefold * Coloane | 
Incense sticks found at hut fire, police probe suspected arson case * CE meets Portuguese 
ministers and Chinese entrepreneurs in Lisbon to deepen […] The post Wednesday, April 22, 
2026 – edition no. 4935 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Advertising bill concludes AL committee review and advances to final vote stage 
(2026-04-21 00:46)

The new advertising bill, aiming to update Law 7/89/M, has finished detailed discussion in the 
Legislative Assembly (AL) Second Standing Committee and is ready to be submitted to the 
plenary for final voting. According to a statement from the AL, the discussion of the bill 
concluded yesterday, with committee members signing the final legal opinion. […] The post 
Advertising bill concludes AL committee review and advances to final vote stage appeared first 
on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• CE’s call for student returnees met with cautious response from graduate (2026-04-21 
00:44)
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Chief Executive (CE) Sam Hou Fai recently met with more than 100 Macau students studying in 
Portugal to encourage them to return to Macau after graduation and fully utilize their talents, 
though one scholarship-funded graduate noted that “not everyone can, and most will not go 
on to achieve great things.” As reported Monday, during his […] The post CE’s call for student 
returnees met with cautious response from graduate appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳
門每日時報.

• Lawmaker urges tougher penalties for child sexual crimes (2026-04-21 00:44)

Lawmaker Wong Kit Cheng is calling for stronger criminal penalties for sexual offences against 
minors, including mandatory prison terms and the removal of alternative sentencing such as 
fines, following a recent spike in reported cases of child sexual abuse. Her appeal comes after a 
case involving a traditional Chinese medicine practitioner who was arrested over […] The post 
Lawmaker urges tougher penalties for child sexual crimes appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Oxfam warns of climate injustice as Macau marks 15 years of rice event (2026-04-21 00:42)

As extreme weather events intensify worldwide, the world’s smallest contributors to carbon 
emissions are bearing the heaviest consequences, according to Oxfam. And in Macau, where 
the organization’s annual rice sale has become a local tradition, the message is being 
delivered with particular urgency. “Smallholders often have the lowest carbon emissions, yet 
they are the group […] The post Oxfam warns of climate injustice as Macau marks 15 years of 
rice event appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Citi: Wynn Macau sees sharp gains in April (2026-04-21 00:40)

Wynn Macau Ltd. emerged as the top gainer in Citigroup’s latest monthly survey of premium 
mass table betting in Macau, capturing a 23% market share, up 13 percentage points from the 
previous month, Citi analysts reported. The analysts described “the whales and their wagering 
we witnessed at Wynn’s casinos” as the “most surprising takeaways” from […] The post 
Citi: Wynn Macau sees sharp gains in April appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Grieving, traumatized survivors return to their homes five months after deadly fire 
(2026-04-21 00:38)

Keung Mak knew what he would see and he already was hurting, but he had to go back. For the 
first time since Hong Kong’s deadliest fire in decades engulfed his apartment building in 
November, Mak stepped into his former home again yesterday. His social worker had previously 
shown him a photo of the devastation. […] The post Grieving, traumatized survivors return to 
their homes five months after deadly fire appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• First etomidate e-liquid seizure recorded in following controlled substance classification 
(2026-04-21 00:36)
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Macau classified etomidate and three related substances as controlled substances in last June, 
and as of this January, authorities had intercepted a related case, seizing three e-cigarette 
cartridges containing etomidate-infused e-liquid. In June 2025, the local government officially 
added etomidate – commonly known as “space oil” – along with three analogues, including 
metomidate, propoxate, and […] The post First etomidate e-liquid seizure recorded in following 
controlled substance classification appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• CE meets Chinese ambassador to Portugal during Lisbon visit (2026-04-21 00:34)

The Chief Executive (CE), Sam Hou Fai, met with the Chinese Ambassador to Portugal, Yang Yirui, 
in Lisbon as part of his tour of the Portuguese capital. According to the Government 
Information Bureau, the two exchanged views on supporting Macau in deepening multilateral 
exchanges and cooperation with Portugal, and on enhancing Macau’s role as a […] The post 
CE meets Chinese ambassador to Portugal during Lisbon visit appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Cat accidentally turns on stove, sparks apartment fire (2026-04-21 00:32)

A fire broke out on Saturday on the 20th floor of a residential building on Avenida do 
Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida, allegedly caused by a cat accidentally switching on a ceramic 
stove. Firefighters arrived at the scene and used hoses to extinguish the blaze. About 30 
residents evacuated safely to the ground floor on their […] The post Cat accidentally turns on 
stove, sparks apartment fire appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Passenger caught concealing 7.62kg of silver pellets at Hengqin Port (2026-04-21 00:30)

A passenger was suspected of concealing 7.62 kilograms of silver pellets while attempting to 
enter mainland China via the Hengqin Port, and was intercepted by customs officers under 
Gongbei Customs. Gongbei Customs said the incident occurred at around 1:30 a.m. on April 10, 
when officers conducting inspections at the inbound clearance hall noticed the traveller […] The 
post Passenger caught concealing 7.62kg of silver pellets at Hengqin Port appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Oil prices jump and stocks are mixed as the US-Iran standoff keeps the Strait of Hormuz in 
limbo (2026-04-21 00:04)

Oil prices climbed more than 5% while world shares were mixed yesterday as a standoff 
between Iran and the U.S. prevented tankers from using the Strait of Hormuz. The Persian Gulf 
waterway was closed again after Iran reversed a decision to reopen the strait and President 
Donald Trump said a U.S. Navy blockade of Iranian […] The post Oil prices jump and stocks are 
mixed as the US-Iran standoff keeps the Strait of Hormuz in limbo appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Tuesday, April 21, 2026 – edition no. 4934 (2026-04-21 00:01)
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* Ad Law Upgrade — Advertising bill set to advance to the AL, updating a 37-year-old law with 
new online ad rules and tighter influencer and live-stream regulation * Education | CE’s call 
for student returnees met with cautious response from graduates * Society | Lawmaker urges 
tougher penalties for child sexual crimes * Oxfam […] The post Tuesday, April 21, 2026 – edition 
no. 4934 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• How anti-immigration policy could cost the US its AI leadership (2026-04-21 00:01)

The Stanford HAI AI Index Report 2026 was recently released – a document that deserves close 
attention. One finding stands out: “the number of AI researchers and programmers moving to 
the U.S. has fallen 89% since 2017, with an 80% drop in the past year alone.” While the U.S. 
still hosts more AI talent than […] The post How anti-immigration policy could cost the US its AI 
leadership appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Fuel price surge forces Air Macau to cancel another 400 flights (2026-04-20 00:38)

Air Macau canceled more than 400 flights for May and June, contributing to a slowdown in 
passenger traffic at Macau International Airport during the first three quarters of 2025 amid 
airline schedule adjustments, a weaker economic environment and regional uncertainties. Air 
Macau confirmed reports that it scrapped more than 400 round-trip flights, primarily in May 
[…] The post Fuel price surge forces Air Macau to cancel another 400 flights appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Celebration brings support for local SMEs through Macau-Myanmar water festival 
(2026-04-20 00:36)

This year’s Association of Macau Myanmar Overseas Chinese Water Festival provided support 
for local small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the “Three Lamps” district, as the 
28th edition started on April 18 and will conclude on Apr. 21, with over 1000 participants daily 
as of yesterday for the four-day event. The festival is organized by […] The post Celebration 
brings support for local SMEs through Macau-Myanmar water festival appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Indian consulate plans to expand services in Macau, says consul general (2026-04-20 
00:34)

The Consulate General of India in Hong Kong and Macau plans to expand its range of services in 
Macau as part of efforts to strengthen engagement with the local Indian community and 
deepen cultural and economic ties, according to Consul General Rajesh N. Naik. Speaking to The 
Times during an event co-hosted with Artyzen Grand […] The post Indian consulate plans to 
expand services in Macau, says consul general appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日
時報.

• Planned community shuttle buses seen boosting economy despite unclear traffic impact 
(2026-04-20 00:32)
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Macau authorities have drafted a plan to introduce community shuttle buses during the 
upcoming May Day Golden Week and on weekends, a move that a Transport Advisory 
Committee member said may not clearly ease or worsen traffic congestion but is expected to 
stimulate the local economy. The local government plans to extend casino shuttle bus […] The 
post Planned community shuttle buses seen boosting economy despite unclear traffic impact 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• A humanoid robot sprints to victory in Beijing, beating the human half-marathon world 
record (2026-04-20 00:30)

A humanoid robot that won a half-marathon race for robots in Beijing yesterday ran faster than 
the human world record in a show of China’s technological leaps. The winner from Honor, a 
Chinese smartphone maker, completed the 21-kilometer race in 50 minutes and 26 seconds, 
according to a WeChat post by the Beijing Economic-Technological Development Area, also […] 
The post A humanoid robot sprints to victory in Beijing, beating the human half-marathon world 
record  appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Casino revenue steady despite quarterly dip, says insider (2026-04-20 00:28)

Macau’s first-quarter gaming revenue rose 14.25% year-on-year to MOP 65.873 billion but 
edged down 0.28% from the previous quarter, with industry insiders predicting minimal 
fluctuations ahead. Gaming revenue for the first quarter reached MOP 65.873 billion, up 14.25% 
year-on-year but down 0.28% quarter-on-quarter, according to data released by the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination Bureau (DICJ). […] The post Casino revenue steady despite 
quarterly dip, says insider appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• CE to promote Macau’s ‘One country, two systems’ model during Europe tour 
(2026-04-20 00:26)

Chief Executive (CE) Sam Hou Fai intends to use his first major overseas trip since taking office 
to assert that Macau, a former Portuguese colony, will act as a global “bridgehead” for China 
and intensify economic and political outreach across Europe, Latin America, and Asia. Speaking 
at a press conference on Friday before leaving for […] The post CE to promote Macau’s ‘One 
country, two systems’ model during Europe tour appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每
日時報.

• CE urges youth in Portugal to contribute to national development (2026-04-20 00:24)

Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai met on the evening of April 18 (Lisbon time) with around 110 
Macau students currently studying in the country, reaffirming the SAR Government’s 
commitment to supporting overseas students and encouraging them to return and contribute 
to Macau’s development. The students are mainly enrolled in law, translation, Portuguese 
studies, and management, […] The post CE urges youth in Portugal to contribute to national 
development appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/planned-community-shuttle-buses-seen-boosting-economy-despite-unclear-traffic-impact.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/a-humanoid-robot-sprints-to-victory-in-beijing-beating-the-human-half-marathon-world-record.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/a-humanoid-robot-sprints-to-victory-in-beijing-beating-the-human-half-marathon-world-record.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/a-humanoid-robot-sprints-to-victory-in-beijing-beating-the-human-half-marathon-world-record.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/a-humanoid-robot-sprints-to-victory-in-beijing-beating-the-human-half-marathon-world-record.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/casino-revenue-steady-despite-quarterly-dip-says-insider.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/casino-revenue-steady-despite-quarterly-dip-says-insider.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/casino-revenue-steady-despite-quarterly-dip-says-insider.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/ce-to-promote-macaus-one-country-two-systems-model-during-europe-tour-2.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/ce-to-promote-macaus-one-country-two-systems-model-during-europe-tour-2.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/ce-to-promote-macaus-one-country-two-systems-model-during-europe-tour-2.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/ce-urges-youth-in-portugal-to-contribute-to-national-development.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/ce-urges-youth-in-portugal-to-contribute-to-national-development.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo/ce-urges-youth-in-portugal-to-contribute-to-national-development.html
https://macaudailytimes.com.mo


SecurityStudies.info MACAU — Security Analysis

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 21 — 2026-04-26

• Gov’t cloud systems repel four million monthly cyberattacks (2026-04-20 00:22)

As Macau accelerates its adoption of artificial intelligence (AI) to modernize public 
administration, authorities have revealed that the government’s cloud computing centre 
blocks, on average, more than four million cyberattacks and intrusion attempts each month. 
The Public Administration and Civil Service Bureau (SAFP) disclosed the figure in response to a 
written interpellation from lawmaker Vong […] The post Gov’t cloud systems repel four million 
monthly cyberattacks appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Drug registry records 132 cases in 2025, down 10.8% (2026-04-20 00:20)

Macau’s central drug registry recorded 132 cases in 2025, a year-on-year decrease of 10.8%, 
according to the Social Welfare Bureau. Among the cases, two involved individuals under the 
age of 21, with no cases involving minors. Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) Drug Abuse Prevention 
Division chief Tong Chan U said methamphetamine remained the most commonly used […] The 
post Drug registry records 132 cases in 2025, down 10.8% appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Monday, April 20, 2026 – edition no. 4933 (2026-04-20 00:01)

* Rough Air — Air Macau cuts over 400 flights in May and June as jet fuel prices double * 
Culture | Celebration brings support for local SMEs through Macau-Myanmar water festival * 
Consular Affairs | Indian consulate plans to expand services in Macau, says consul general * 
Planned community shuttle buses seen boosting economy […] The post Monday, April 20, 2026 
– edition no. 4933 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• 1972 Apollo 16 safely on Moon after engine crisis (2026-04-19 00:10)

The Apollo 16 mission has landed on the Moon after a seven-hour crisis that nearly aborted the 
mission altogether. Astronauts John Young and Charles Duke became the fifth team to step 
down onto the Moon at 0324 BST (0224 GMT). They landed in the Descartes crater region of the 
lunar highlands. A delighted Charles Duke […] The post 1972 Apollo 16 safely on Moon after 
engine crisis appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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