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Executive Summary

During the period of June 24 to July 01, 2026, Japan significantly advanced its defense
posture and deepened security alliances amidst escalating regional tensions. Key
developments included the commissioning of a new multi-mission frigate, the ongoing
large-scale joint military exercises with the United States and other allies, and
substantial progress in defense acquisitions, particularly in unmanned systems and
missile capabilities. Concurrently, Japan faced a major cybersecurity incident with the
KDDI breach and continued diplomatic and economic pressure from China regarding
its rearmament efforts. These events underscore Japan's determined shift towards a
more robust and proactive security strategy, aiming to enhance deterrence and
response capabilities in the Indo-Pacific.

Key Security Developments

* Cybersecurity Breach Affects Japanese ISPs

On June 24, 2026, KDDI Corporation announced an unauthorized actor gained access
to an email system it provides to several Japanese ISPs, potentially compromising up
to 14.22 million email addresses and passwords. This incident, detected on June 23,
highlights persistent cybersecurity vulnerabilities within Japan's critical infrastructure.
The affected ISPs include STNet, KDDI Web Communications, JCOM, Chubu
Telecommunications, Nifty Corporation, and Biglobe. This breach follows a new
cybersecurity strategy adopted by Japan in December 2025, which aims to strengthen
coordination across civilian, law enforcement, and defense institutions to counter
rising cyber threats, particularly from state-backed actors.

* Trilateral Meeting on North Korean Cyber Threats

From June 25 to 26, 2026, the United States, South Korea, and Japan held a
working-level meeting in Washington D.C. to address North Korea's nuclear and
missile programs and illicit financial activities, including cybercrimes. Approximately
80 officials from diplomatic and government agencies participated, sharing
assessments on North Korea's illegal cyber activities, such as cryptocurrency theft
and money laundering, and discussing trilateral countermeasures. This meeting
reaffirms the commitment of the three nations to curb funding sources for
Pyongyang's weapons programs.

e Commissioning of New Mogami-class Frigate
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On June 29, 2026, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) commissioned its
tenth Mogami-class frigate, JS Nagara (FFM-10), at Kure Naval Base in Hiroshima
Prefecture, following its handover by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI) in Nagasaki
City. This 5,500-ton frigate, built at a cost of approximately 52.3 billion yen ($323
million), is designed for multi-mission capabilities with extensive automation,
requiring a crew of about 90 sailors compared to 200 for conventional destroyers. The
Nagara is equipped with a 16-cell Mk 41 Vertical Launching System (VLS), and the
JMSDF plans to acquire a total of 12 Mogami-class frigates by the end of fiscal year
2027.

* Deployment of Unmanned Submarines Under Consideration

Japan's government is considering the full-scale development and deployment of
unmanned submarines equipped with anti-ship strike capabilities to bolster its
defense posture in the Pacific. Announced on June 27, 2026, this initiative includes
plans for unmanned submarines capable of carrying torpedoes and sea mines, with
proposals for autonomous models featuring artificial intelligence. The Defense
Ministry has allocated 100.1 billion yen ($619 million) in the fiscal 2026 budget for
"Synchronized, Hybrid, Integrated and Enhanced Littoral Defense" (SHIELD) to repel
attacks on remote islands using unmanned vessels.

* Major Joint Military Exercises with US and Allies

Japan participated in several significant military exercises during this period. The
Resolute Dragon field exercise, involving Japan's Ground Self-Defense Force and the
US Marine Corps, continued from June 20 to June 30 across the Kyushu region and
Okinawa Prefecture, focusing on "island defense" skills. Concurrently, the US-hosted
Valiant Shield 2026 ran from June 22 to July 1, with drills spanning from Guam to Japan
and involving Australia, Canada, and New Zealand. During Valiant Shield, a Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force submarine successfully sank the decommissioned USS
Juneau (LPD-10) with a torpedo strike in the Mariana Islands Range Complex on June
27. Japan also commenced its participation in the biennial Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC)
naval exercise from June 24 to July 31 in Hawaii.

* China's Naval Activity in Japanese Waters

On June 24, 2026, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) spotted a Chinese
People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) Luyang-lll-class destroyer (hull number 117)
sailing northeastward approximately 80 km southwest of Tsushima Island. The vessel
continued through the Tsushima Strait into the Sea of Japan, with JMSDF assets
monitoring its activities. This incident underscores ongoing Chinese naval presence
and activity near Japanese territorial waters.

* Japan Protests Chinese Drilling in East China Sea

On June 24, 2026, Japan lodged a protest with China through diplomatic channels after
confirming that China had anchored and fixed a mobile drilling vessel in waters west
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of the geographical equidistance line in the East China Sea. Japan's Foreign Press
Secretary KITAMURA Toshihiro stated it was "extremely regrettable" that China
continues unilateral development in these disputed waters despite repeated protests.
Japan urged China to resume negotiations for an international agreement based on
the "2008 Agreement" for natural resource development in the East China Sea.

* China Imposes Export Controls on Japanese Firms

On June 29, 2026, China imposed new export controls on 40 Japanese entities,
accusing them of contributing to Japan's "remilitarization." China's Ministry of
Commerce placed 20 Japanese entities on its Entity List and another 20 on a watch
list, citing their roles in advancing Japan's military capabilities. This move follows a
similar round of listings in February 2026, bringing the total to 80 Japanese firms
affected by Chinese sanctions. This action further escalates the ongoing diplomatic
and trade tensions between the two countries, which began in November 2025 over
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's remarks on Taiwan.

* Acquisition Program for Interceptor Drones Launched

On June 24, 2026, Japan's Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Agency (ATLA)
announced an "Interceptor Drone Early Acquisition Programme" to rapidly procure
interceptor drones. The program aims to acquire multiple types of interceptors for
demonstrations in late July and early August, with a potential "mass production
procurement contract" by late August and a target delivery date in September. These
drones are intended to protect military facilities and vessels from drone threats,
capable of engaging unmanned aerial systems weighing 600kg or less and traveling
at 463km/h.

* North Korea Condemns US-Japan Military Exercises

On June 29, 2026, North Korea issued a strong condemnation of the ongoing "Resolute
Dragon" joint military exercises between the United States and Japan, accusing Tokyo
of attempting to transform into a "war state." Pyongyang alleged that Japan is
enhancing its "invasion capabilities" by expanding military cooperation with the US,
warning that such "reckless" military activities pose a serious threat to regional
stability and could lead to a "tragic end" for Japan. North Korea also claimed to have
conducted "preemptive" long-range missile tests in response to multinational drills.

* Japan's Long-Term Investment Plan Includes Defense

On June 24, 2026, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi unveiled a 14-year investment plan
totaling over ¥370 trillion ($2.3 trillion), which includes significant allocations for key
sectors such as artificial intelligence, semiconductors, space, shipbuilding, and
defense. This plan, ending in March 2041, reflects Japan's strategy to reshape its
economic priorities in response to technological change and geopolitical tensions.
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Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Japan's security developments from June 24 to July 01, 2026, reflect a nation actively
recalibrating its strategic posture in a volatile Indo-Pacific. The ongoing large-scale
military exercises, such as Resolute Dragon and Valiant Shield, with the United States,
Australia, Canada, and New Zealand, underscore Japan's commitment to
strengthening its alliances and enhancing interoperability to deter regional threats.
These drills, particularly the deployment of the US Typhon mid-range missile system
to Kanoya Air Base, sighal a more robust collective defense capability, but also draw
sharp criticism from North Korea, which views them as escalatory and a move towards
Japan becoming a "war state."

Relations with China remain highly strained, marked by an escalating diplomatic and
economic crisis. Japan's protest against Chinese drilling in the East China Sea
highlights persistent territorial disputes and resource competition. More significantly,
China's imposition of export controls on 40 Japanese companies, accusing them of
supporting Tokyo's military buildup, represents a direct economic retaliation against
Japan's defense policy shifts. This action, building on earlier sanctions, indicates
China's strong opposition to Japan's rearmament and its perceived abandonment of its
post-war pacifist constitution. The deepening of Japan's security ties with countries
like Australia and the Philippines, as well as its positioning as an arms partner in Asia
and Europe, is seen by China as part of a broader US-led containment strategy,
further exacerbating regional tensions.

The trilateral meeting between the US, South Korea, and Japan on North Korean cyber
threats and nuclear programs demonstrates a united front against Pyongyang's
destabilizing activities. However, North Korea's continued nuclear expansion and
naval advances, justified by perceived US-South Korea "provocation," suggest a
deepening arms race on the Korean Peninsula. Japan's welcome of the US-Iran
agreement on ceasing hostilities, while not directly impacting the Indo-Pacific, reflects
its broader diplomatic engagement in global stability. Overall, Japan's actions during
this period reinforce its role as a critical security actor in the Indo-Pacific, actively
shaping regional dynamics through military modernization, alliance building, and
assertive diplomacy, even as it navigates significant geopolitical friction with its
neighbors.

Military and Defense Analysis

Japan's military and defense posture is undergoing its most significant transformation
since 1954, moving from a narrowly defensive stance to one focused on robust
deterrence and counterstrike capabilities. This shift is underpinned by a commitment
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to double defense spending to 2% of GDP, a policy initiated under former Prime
Minister Abe and continued by current Prime Minister Takaichi. The ongoing revision
of Japan's three key security documents - the National Security Strategy, National
Defense Strategy, and Defense Buildup Program - is expected to formalize these
changes by the end of 2026, emphasizing "new ways of warfare" and increased
defense budgets.

Capability developments are evident across several domains. In missile capabilities,
Japan is acquiring US Tomahawk missiles, extending the range of its indigenous
Type-12 missile, and developing longer-range strike systems. The ongoing
co-production of SM-3 Block IIA missiles with the US further strengthens its ballistic
missile defense. Air power is being upgraded with additional F-35 fighters and
participation in the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP) with the UK and Italy for a
next-generation fighter aircraft. A notable development is the consideration for
full-scale deployment of unmanned submarines with anti-ship strike capabilities,
supported by a significant budget allocation for the SHIELD program, which also
includes unmanned aerial drones for attack and underwater vessels for intelligence
gathering. The rapid procurement of interceptor drones to protect military facilities
and vessels from drone threats is also underway, with demonstrations scheduled for
late July and early August.

The commissioning of the tenth Mogami-class frigate, JS Nagara, on June 29, 2026,
highlights the modernization of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF)
towards a leaner, technologically advanced surface fleet designed for multi-mission
capabilities and reduced crew requirements. Furthermore, Japan is reinforcing its
Southwest Islands with military assets, including surveillance and control radars on
the Ogasawara Islands and Kitadaito Island, and plans to reinforce the runway on
Iwoto Island for increased fighter jet deployment. These comprehensive
modernization programs and increased defense spending reflect Japan's strategic
intent to enhance its deterrence and response capabilities in an increasingly
challenging regional security environment.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Japan is expected to
continue its robust engagement in multilateral military exercises, particularly with the
ongoing RIMPAC naval exercise until July 31, 2026. This will further enhance
interoperability with allies and project a strong deterrent posture in the Indo-Pacific.
The ‘'Interceptor Drone Early Acquisition Programme" will proceed with
demonstrations in late July and early August, potentially leading to mass production
contracts by late August. This rapid acquisition indicates an urgent focus on
countering emerging drone threats. Diplomatic tensions with China are likely to
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persist and potentially escalate, especially following China's recent export controls on
Japanese firms. Japan will likely seek to mitigate the economic impact of these
measures while continuing to assert its positions on issues like the East China Sea.
The trilateral cooperation with the US and South Korea on North Korean cyber threats
will also continue, with further discussions and implementation of agreed-upon
measures.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The East China Sea, particularly around the
Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands, remains a critical flashpoint, with China's continued
unilateral drilling activities and naval presence posing a constant risk of escalation.
The Taiwan Strait is another high-risk area, given Japan's stated position on a Chinese
attack on Taiwan potentially constituting an "existential crisis" for Japan, which has
drawn strong warnings from China. The increased military activities in Japan's
Southwest Islands and the deployment of advanced missile systems by both Japan
and the US in the region could lead to miscalculations or unintended confrontations.
Cybersecurity threats, as evidenced by the recent KDDI breach, remain a significant
vulnerability, with state-backed actors from China, Russia, and North Korea explicitly
identified as serious threats.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the progress and outcomes of
Japan's ongoing defense document revisions, which will solidify its long-term security
strategy and defense spending commitments. Any further retaliatory measures from
China, particularly in trade or rare earth exports, will be crucial. The frequency and
nature of Chinese naval and air incursions into disputed territories or near Japanese
waters should be closely watched. Developments in North Korea's nuclear and missile
programs, and its responses to joint US-Japan-ROK exercises, will also be critical.
Furthermore, the pace of Japan's defense acquisitions, especially for long-range strike
capabilities and unmanned systems, will indicate the speed of its military
modernization.

Strategic recommendations: Japan should continue to strengthen its alliances,
particularly with the United States, South Korea, Australia, and the Philippines, to build
a robust regional security architecture. Investing further in integrated air and missile
defense (IAMD) capabilities, including co-production with the US, is essential to
counter evolving missile threats from China and North Korea. Enhancing cybersecurity
resilience across critical infrastructure and government networks is paramount,
requiring both technological upgrades and international cooperation to counter
sophisticated state-sponsored attacks. Japan should also pursue a multi-layered
approach to maritime security, combining traditional naval assets with emerging
unmanned technologies to maintain situational awareness and deterrence in its
expansive maritime zones. Diplomatically, while maintaining a firm stance on core
security interests, Japan should explore avenues for de-escalation with China to
prevent further deterioration of economic and political ties, while simultaneously
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diversifying its supply chains to reduce economic vulnerabilities.

Structured Assessment

" Tjson

{

"threat_level": "Elevated",
"hotspots": [

{

"label": "East China Sea",

"detail": "Ongoing Chinese unilateral drilling activities and naval presence, leading to
diplomatic protests from Japan.",

"lat": 28.0,
"Ing": 125.0,
"intensity": 3
I

{

"label": "Southwest Islands (Ryukyu Islands/Okinawa)",

"detail": "Location of US-Japan military exercises (Resolute Dragon) and reinforcement
efforts, drawing North Korean condemnation.",

"lat": 26.5,
"Ing": 128.0,
"intensity": 4
I

{

"label": "Tsushima Strait",

"detail": "Transit route for Chinese naval vessels into the Sea of Japan, monitored by
JMSDF.",

"lat": 34.5,
“Ing": 129.5,

"intensity": 2
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+
{
"label": "Kanoya Air Base, Kagoshima",

"detail": "Temporary deployment of US Army's Typhon mid-range missile system,
raising regional concerns.",

"lat": 31.35,

"Ing": 130.83,

"intensity": 3

I

{

"label": "Mariana Islands Range Complex",

"detail": "Site of Valiant Shield 2026 exercise, including a SINKEX involving a Japanese
submarine and a US ship.",

"lat": 15.0,

"Ing": 145.0,

"intensity": 2

I

{

“label": "Kure Naval Base, Hiroshima",

"detail": "Commissioning location of the new Mogami-class frigate JS Nagara,
signifying naval modernization.",

"lat": 34.23,
“Ing": 132.57,
"intensity": 1
}

]

}
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Japan Today

* Mexico ends a 40-year knockout drought; beats Ecuador 2-0 (2026-07-01 05:20)

Julian Quifiones and Raul Jiménez scored goals in a nine-minute span in the first half and
Mexico defeated Ecuador 2-0 on Tuesday night to break a 40-year drought---

* Trump earned over $1 bil from his family's crypto ventures in 2025 (2026-07-01 04:18)

U.S. President Donald Trump recorded around $1.2 billion in income from his family's
cryptocurrency activities during his first year back in office, according to financial disclosures
released on--

* Trump announces first-ever midterm convention for Republicans in Dallas in September
(2026-07-01 01:52)

President Donald Trump announced Tuesday that Republicans will hold their first-ever national
convention ahead of November's midterm elections, an unusual event aimed at boosting
turnout in races that---

* Dutch soccer chiefs condemn online racism after World Cup exit (2026-06-30 23:20)

Dutch soccer chiefs have condemned online racist abuse aimed at Netherlands players after
their painful elimination from the World Cup. The three-time finalists lost on penalties to
Morocco---

* Mbappé scores twice as France eliminates Sweden 3-0 (2026-06-30 23:20)

Kylian Mbappé put France ahead with a brilliant crossover step in the 45th minute and then
added a second-half goal to break a World Cupknockout round scoring record, -

* Another New York resident says he was warned by officers after criticizing ICE (2026-06-30
22:56)

A second upstate New York resident said Tuesday that federal officers have served him with a
warning about online activity that criticized U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. An---

* 36 students and 3 teachers missing after gunmen raid school in northeastern Nigeria
(2026-06-30 22:55)

Thirty-six students are missing after gunmen raided a school in northeastern Nigeria,
authorities said Tuesday. The attack, which happened Monday at the Lassa Day Secondary
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School in the---

* Penalty shootouts at the World Cup are a drama of 'inhumane' pressure (2026-06-30
22:04)

The World Cup is in the lose-and-go-home stage of the tournament and the pressure keeps
rising with every minute of every match. The biggest pressure cooker of them---

* Serena Williams loses in opening round at Wimbledon in her 1st singles match in nearly 4
years (2026-06-30 21:58)

Serena Williams showed plenty of what made her a 23-time Grand Slam tennis champion in her
first professional singles match in nearly four years on Tuesday. The 44-year-old---

* Lower house OKs bill outlawing Japanese flag desecration (2026-06-30 21:53)

Japan's House of Representatives on Tuesday passed a bill to outlaw desecration of the national
flag, but all opposition parties were absent in protest at what they see---

* The largest digital camera ever built begins decade-long survey of the universe
(2026-06-30 21:47)

The largest digital camera ever built is starting to capture images of unseen corners of the
universe. The Vera C. Rubin Observatory has officially begun its cosmic survey, -

* Job openings in U.S. stay at surprisingly strong 7.6 million in May (2026-06-30 21:46)

U.S. job openings stayed at a surprisingly strong 7.6 million in May as the American labor
market remains resilient in the face of the economic shock from the---

* Mercosur launches economic partnership talks with Japan, eyes China (2026-06-30 21:46)

The South American trade bloc Mercosur launched negotiations with Japan on Tuesday for an
economic partnership agreement as it seeks to expand trade ties following a recent deal---

* What, like it's hard? Newcomer Lexi Minetree put in the work to play a teen Elle Woods in'
Elle' (2026-06-30 21:45)

When Lexi Minetree auditioned for the part of a teenage Elle Woods ina “Legally Blonde”
prequel series for Prime Video, she went for it with the determination---

* Blake Lively wants $8 million in legal fees from Justin Baldoni after 'It Ends With Us'
dispute (2026-06-30 21:45)

Blake Lively is seeking $8 million in legal costs from actor and director Justin Baldoni after
resolving their dispute over the acrimonious production of their 2024 film “It---

* Speed trap camera stolen from Saitama police while in use (2026-06-30 21:43)
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When it comes to catching motorists driving too fast in Japan, speed traps are sometimes
referred to as “mouse traps” (nezumitori) and are often done in a very---

* Bullet train hits bear in northeast Japan; no one injured (2026-06-30 21:43)

A bullet train hit a bear on Tuesday morning in northeastern Japan, temporarily disrupting
shinkansen services between Akita Prefecture and Tokyo, on the same day the government
launched---

* Japan to provide emergency relief goods to quake-hit Venezuela (2026-06-30 21:42)

Japan will provide emergency relief goods such as water purifiers and jerry cans to
quake-devastated Venezuela and stands ready to consider further necessary assistance, Foreign
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi---

* Sales of rice from 2025 harvest to Japan wholesalers hit record low (2026-06-30 21:41)

Agricultural cooperatives and other groups in Japan that collect rice from farmers sold a
record-low 1.32 million tons of the grain from the 2025 harvest to wholesalers as---

« Skating allows Russian, Belarussians to return as neutrals (2026-06-30 21:41)

Russian and Belarusian skaters will be allowed to return to international competition as
neutrals for the 2026-2027 season, the International Skating Union (ISU) announced on
Tuesday. Russian and---

* LeBron hits free agency: James not returning to Lakers, plans to play 24th season
elsewhere (2026-06-30 21:40)

LeBron James is leaving the Los Angeles Lakers, which means another decision awaits. A mere
16 years after his first famed “decision” — the one that saw him---

* Premier Lacrosse League adds Wrexham co-owner Rob Mac, 'Top Gun' actor Glen Powell
as investors (2026-06-30 21:40)

The Premier Lacrosse League is adding actors Rob Mac and Glen Powell among the investors of
a $100 million financing round that represents the largest capital raise in---

* Roof of tutoring center collapses in Pakistan, killing at least 14 children, police say
(2026-06-30 21:40)
A roof collapse at a tutoring center under construction in Pakistan’ s eastern city of Lahore on
Tuesday killed at least 14 schoolchildren, police and rescue officials said. Eight---

* Turkey says NATO adjusting to security landscape, U.S. not withdrawing (2026-06-30 21:40)

NATO is adjusting to a shifting security landscape and the United States is not seeking to leave
the alliance, Turkish Defense Minister Yasar Guler told Reuters ahead of---
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* UK boosts military spending by $20 billion but critics say it's not enough (2026-06-30 21:40)

Self-flying fighter jets, uncrewed submarines and drones will be at the center of Britain’ s
future military under a defense plan announced Tuesday that includes a 15 billion pound---

* Netanyahu visits occupied southern Lebanon; says Israel won't leave yet (2026-06-30
21:39)

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Tuesday visited Lebanese territory occupied by
the Israeli military, telling soldiers that Israel would not withdraw from the country's south as
Iong---

* Between silence and shouts, rescuers dig for Venezuela quake survivors (2026-06-30 21:39)

More than 100 people stood silently on Tuesday in the road by what used to be the Los Cocos
public housing complex in Venezuela's La Guaira state. For---

« Iran says it won't meet with U.S. envoys, clouding prospects for peace deal (2026-06-30
21:39)

Iran said on Tuesday that it would not meet with top U.S. envoys who flew to the region
following an outbreak of hostilities, clouding the prospects for a---

* Supreme Court spurns Trump on birthright citizenship, allows transgender sports bans
(2026-06-30 21:39)

The U.S. Supreme Court handed President Donald Trump a painful defeat on Tuesday by
rejecting his move to restrict birthright citizenship on the final day of its momentous---

* Norway beats Ivory Coast 2-1 to set up last-16 Brazil clash (2026-06-30 21:36)

Erling Haaland scored a late winner as Norway set up a last-16 showdown with Brazil at the
World Cup after taming the Ivory Coast 2-1 in Texas on---

* Sho-time (2026-06-30 21:34)

Sho Shimabukuro of Japan celebrates winning a point against Jaime Faria of Portugal in their
first round men's singles match at the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London on---

* Australian man charged with murder over death of teenage girl in Thailand's Pattaya
(2026-06-30 10:15)

An Australian man was charged with murder and concealment of a body in connection with the
death of a teenage girl in an eastern tourist city in Thailand, -

* New emergency shelters installed on Mount Fuji ahead of climbing season (2026-06-30
07:42)

As the climbing season for Mount Fuji starts on Wednesday, two new emergency shelters have
been installed on the Yoshida Trail, improving climber safety in the event of---
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* Man sentenced to 30 years for arson attack in 2024 that killed 3 people (2026-06-30 07:40)

The Nagoya District Court has sentenced a 64-year-old man to 30 years in prison for killing
three residents in an arson attack at an apartment complex in Yatomi---

* Ambitious Japan search for answers after World Cup exit (2026-06-30 07:39)

Japan will never win the World Cup unless soccer becomes the country's number one sport,
midfielder Daichi Kamada warned after their heartbreaking 2-1 defeat to Brazil on Monday.--

* Yen sinks to 39-year low of 162 against dollar despite intervention concerns (2026-06-30
07:39)

The yen hit a fresh 39-year low past 162 versus the U.S. dollar on Tuesday, despite concerns by
market players of possible intervention by Japanese authorities to stem---

* Ohtani homers to lead Dodgers' offensive onslaught in 9-4 win over A's (2026-06-30 06:03)

Shohei Ohtani hit a three-run homer to support Eric Lauer in his conventional return to the
starting rotation as the Los Angeles Dodgers beat the Athletics 9-4 on---

* Keep out of China's clutches, Taiwan's president tells military cadets (2026-06-30 05:24)

Taiwan's President Lai Ching-te warned military cadets on Tuesday not to succumb to China's
spying activities and to defend freedom and democracy, speaking at a Cold War-era college---

* Morocco ousts Netherlands in penalty shootout (2026-06-30 04:23)

Ismael Saibari scored the decisive goal in a penalty shootout, and Morocco sent the
Netherlands to its earliest World Cup exit, eliminating the Dutch 3-2 aftera 1-1---

* Rare explosion seriously injures 3 in Monaco as suspect flees into France (2026-06-30
02:16)

A blast from an explosive device has seriously injured three people at a residential building in
Monaco, and the attacker fled to France, local authorities said. French and---

* Paraguay beats Germany 4-3 in penalty shootout (2026-06-29 23:50)

Jose Canale scored on the first sudden death penalty kick, Orlando Gill made two key saves in
the shootout, and Paraguay upset Germany 4-3 on penalties Monday to---

* Defending champion Sinner comes back to beat Kecmanovic in 5 sets in 1st round of
Wimbledon (2026-06-29 22:45)

Defending champion Jannik Sinner had to come back from a set down twice and regain his
composure following a worrisome tumble to the grass in a five-set victory---

* More than 1,000 drones detected since start of World Cup: FBI (2026-06-29 22:43)
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As the World Cup hits the halfway mark, more than 1,000 drones have been detected near
stadiums and over 300 of them neutralized by authorities, the White House's---

* Martinelli scores late in injury time as Brazil beats Japan 2-1 at World Cup (2026-06-29
22:41)

Gabriel Martinelli scored the winning goal late in injury time to give five-time champion Brazil a
2-1 win over Japan in the round of 32 at the World---

* Awa Odori dance festival to offer premium viewing tickets for ¥495,000 (2026-06-29 21:41)

The Awa Odori summer dance festival in western Japan will offer limited premium seating for
495,000 yen ($3,000) per set, targeting people who want to avoid crowds and---

* Woman sentenced to 7 years for forcing daughter into sex work in Tokyo (2026-06-29
21:39)

The criminal court in Thailand on Monday sentenced a 30-year-old woman to seven years and
six months in jail for human trafficking and aiding prostitution after forcing her---

* Japan protests Chinese drilling rig in East China Sea (2026-06-29 21:38)

Japan has lodged a protest after China installed a mobile offshore drilling rig on its side of the
median line in the East China Sea, suspecting that it---

* Penelope Keith, star of classic British sitcom 'The Good Life,' dies at 86 (2026-06-29 21:37)

Penelope Keith, a comic performer who shone as flinty but loveable upper-crust characters in
British sitcoms “The Good Life” and “To the Manor Born,” has died aged 86.

* Injury-hit New Zealand guts out a rare test series win in England (2026-06-29 21:36)

No Matt Henry. No Kyle Jamieson. No Glenn Phillips. No problem. The New Zealand team that
beat England by 253 runs at The Oval was ravaged before the---

* NFL's Detroit Lions release cornerback Terrion Arnold, who is charged over kidnappings
(2026-06-29 21:36)

The NFL's Detroit Lions on Monday released cornerback Terrion Arnold, only days after his
arrest over allegations that he orchestrated the abduction and beating of three men who---

* Australia to host Brazil double-header after World Cup (2026-06-29 21:36)

Australia said Monday its soccer team will play two games against powerhouse Brazil for their
first home fixtures after the World Cup. The Socceroos will face Carlo Ancelotti's--

* Players at Wimbledon end protest over prize money and will not limit media appearances
(2026-06-29 21:36)
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Top tennis players at Wimbledon have decided to end their protest over prize money and will
no longer be limiting their media appearances during the first week of---

* Tour de France 'ready to adapt' amid extreme heatwave (2026-06-29 21:35)

Tour de France organizers said Monday they were ready to adapt amid scorching conditions
days before the world's most famous cycling race rolls out of Barcelona. The most:---

« Naomi Osaka wows Wimbledon crowd with kimono inspired by Lucy Liu’ s character in
‘Kill Bill' (2026-06-29 21:35)

Wimbledon's strict rules about all-white clothing didn't prevent Naomi Osaka from making
another fashion statement as she walked onto the grass at the All England Club on Monday.---

* Luigi Mangione gets stuck in an elevator as judge delays his federal trial until January
(2026-06-29 21:34)

Luigi Mangione’ s federal trial in the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson will now
begin in January instead of the fall, a judge said Monday at a hearing---

* JetBlue pilot reports hitting drone as plane approached JFK airport to land Monday
morning (2026-06-29 21:34)

A JetBlue pilot reported hitting a drone as he approached JFK International Airport to land in
New York Monday morning. The Federal Aviation Administration is investigating the incident:--

* Gunmen storm Nigerian school and kidnap students during exams, police say (2026-06-29
21:34)

Gunmen attacked and kidnapped students taking secondary school examinations in
conflict-battered Borno state in northeastern Nigeria, police said Monday. The attack happened
Monday morning at the Lassa Day---

* Keiko Fujimori leads Peru's presidential race after official count concludes (2026-06-29
21:34)

Keiko Fujimori leads the final count in Peru's presidential runoff after the country's ONPE
electoral authority finished tallying 100% of the vote on Monday after weeks of reviewing---

* Shooting in northern Germany leaves 6 people dead (2026-06-29 21:34)

A shooting at a youth welfare facility in northern Germany on Monday left six people dead in
what officials believe may have stemmed from a custody dispute. The---

« Supreme Court rejects Trump’ s push to toss $5 million verdict in E Jean Carroll sexual
abuse case (2026-06-29 21:34)

The Supreme Court on Monday rejected a push by President Donald Trump to throw out a
jury’ s $5 million finding that he sexually abused the writer E. Jean---
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* Trump to make first flight on Qatar-gifted jet this week (2026-06-29 21:34)

U.S. President Donald Trump will make his first flight on a new Air Force One plane gifted by
Qatar later this week, the White House said Monday. Trump---

« Supreme Court says Fed’ s Cook can keep her job for now, but it upholds other Trump
firings (2026-06-29 21:33)

The Supreme Court on Monday dramatically expanded presidential power, upholding President
Donald Trump’ s firings of the heads of independent federal agencies with one important
exception: the Federal Reserve.--

* Supreme Court rules states can count late-arriving mailed ballots, rejecting Trump-led
challenge (2026-06-29 21:33)

The Supreme Court on Monday ruled that states can count ballots that arrive after Election Day,
a persistent target of President Donald Trump. The 5-4 decision rejected a--

* Zelenskyy condemns 'horrific attacks' as Russian strikes kill 12 and injure 40 in Ukraine
(2026-06-29 21:33)

Russian missiles and drones killed at least 12 civilians and injured 40 others in Ukraine on
Monday in what President Volodymyr Zelenskyy described as “horrific attacks.” Since Russia--

* Europe's deadly heatwave scorches east; Slovakia hits record (2026-06-29 21:33)

Europe's most severe heatwave on record set new temperature records in eastern parts of the
continent on Monday and forced Ukraine to order power cuts to cope. The---

* Venezuelans search more earthquake ruins as attention turns to humanitarian crisis
(2026-06-29 21:33)

With the window for finding survivors shrinking fast, Venezuelans combed Monday through
more ruins of buildings toppled by last week’ s powerful back-to-back earthquakes, and
attention turned to the---

+ U.S. and Iran peace negotiators head to Doha, meeting uncertain (2026-06-29 21:33)

Iranian and U.S. negotiating teams were due in Doha this week, but Iran said no meeting had
been scheduled as weekend missile fire from both sides tested the:---

+ U.S. riding wave of confidence to World Cup knockout rounds after strong start to home
tournament (2026-06-29 21:32)

U.S. captain Tim Ream says his teammates all recognize the golden opportunity in front of them
to make their nation's best World Cup run in their home tournament---
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* South Korea fans target coach Hong with boos as World Cup squad returns (2026-06-29
21:31)

South Korean soccerl fans angered by the country's World Cup first-round exit greeted the
returning squad early Tuesday with one message for head coach Hong: his time was---

* Game changer (2026-06-29 21:31)

Fans react to Brazil's second goal against Japan in the second half of the game at the World Cup
being held in Texas, at a public viewing event:---

* Moriyasu praises 'united' Japan on eve of Brazil clash (2026-06-29 07:50)

Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu says his side's collective spirit can fire them into the World Cup
last 16 when they face Brazil in Houston on Monday. Considered dark---

« Man, woman die after being found stabbed at Kobe sex establishment (2026-06-29 07:38)

A man and a woman died after being found collapsed and bleeding in a room at an adult
entertainment venue in Kobe on Sunday night. According to police,*

* Local train derails at Kyoto Station; no injuries (2026-06-29 07:36)

A local train derailed at Kyoto Station on Monday morning but none of the roughly 30
passengers aboard were injured, the train operator said. The four-car train bound---

« Carlos Ghosn says he’ d be best person to head Nissan now (2026-06-29 07:33)

In the evening of Dec 30, 2019, when much of Japan was gearing down for the New Year’ s
holidays, a small team led by a former U.S. Special---

* Looting, theft in Venezuela's earthquake zone add to tragedy (2026-06-29 05:38)

Not even the cables inside the small store remained intact. The earth had barely stopped
shaking when the looting and theft began in the area most devastated by---

* Australia to double potential fines for Facebook and Instagram over child social media
accounts (2026-06-29 03:06)

Australia plans to double potential fines for social media platforms, including Facebook and
Instagram, who fail to prevent Australian children from holding accounts as critics argue the
world-first---

« Iran and U.S. agree to halt attacks and renew talks, Axios reports (2026-06-28 21:55)

Iran and the United States agreed to halt recent hostilities in the Gulf and renew talks regarding
their dispute over the Strait of Hormuz, Axios reported on Sunday,---

* 68-year-old man arrested for allegedly stalking woman in her 90s (2026-06-28 21:29)
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A 68-year-old unemployed man has been arrested in Fuji City, Shizuoka Prefecture, for allegedly
stalking a long-time acquaintance — a woman in her 90s. Police said the man,--

* Asia's food vendors grapple with rising costs of ever-present plastics (2026-06-28 21:23)

Food vendors across Asia who rely on plastics for everything from bags to cups and containers
are grappling with their rising costs, the result of the energy crisis-

* In blow to DC Studios, 'Supergirl" is no match for 'Toy Story 5' at box office (2026-06-28
21:21)

In a setback for Warner Bros.' revamped DC movie operations, “Supergirl” was absolutely no
match for “Toy Story 5” at the box office, opening a distant second to--

* 'Japanese first' party cozies up to ruling LDP in bid for policy wins (2026-06-28 21:20)

Japan's ultraconservative Sanseito party is taking a more cooperative stance toward the ruling
coalition, helping to pass bills, with the small opposition force apparently hoping to boost its---

* Ruling party lawmaker rejects female monarch, cites marriage pressure (2026-06-28 21:20)

A senior lawmaker from the ruling Liberal Democratic Party said Sunday that Princess Aiko
cannot become the reigning monarch under Japan's current succession law, adding that no
One---

* England cricket captain Ben Stokes makes stunning retirement announcement during test
match (2026-06-28 21:19)

England captain Ben Stokes stunned the world of cricket on Sunday by announcing his
impending retirement from the international game in the middle of a test match he---

* Battered but unbowed, Daryl Mitchell’ s unbeaten 100 puts New Zealand on brink
(2026-06-28 21:19)

Daryl Mitchell literally took it on the chin for New Zealand. And the forearm, and the ribs, and
the shoulder, and the fingers. Mitchell was battered and bruised---

* Ogura wins maiden MotoGP as Bezzecchi crashes in Netherlands (2026-06-28 21:19)
Japan's Ai Ogura sped to his maiden MotoGP triumph in the Netherlands on Sunday as pre-race

championship leader Marco Bezzecchi crashed at over 200kph and was taken to---

* George Russell beats Verstappen and heat to win Austrian Grand Prix and boost F1 title
chances (2026-06-28 21:19)

George Russell showed he can stand the heat in more ways than one as he won the Austrian
Grand Prix to revive his Formula 1 title chances. Racing---

* Serena Williams calls anti-doping system 'grueling' and says 'I hate it' (2026-06-28 21:19)
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Serena Williams took aim at tennis' anti-doping system on Sunday ahead of her Wimbledon
return, calling the system “unprofessional” and “unreasonable.” The 44-year-old Williams
returned to the testing---

* 11 killed in plane crash in northeastern France (2026-06-28 21:19)

Eleven people, including a pilot and 10 parachutists, were killed when a small plane crashed in
the northeastern French town of Tomblaine on Sunday, narrowly missing nearby homes---

* Pakistan says it carried out ground operation, strikes along Afghan border, killing 29
militants (2026-06-28 21:19)

Pakistani security forces Sunday carried out an “intelligence-based” ground operation along
the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, followed by “calibrated strikes” against militant hideouts
and safe havens, killing 29 fighters, officials---

* Record heatwave disrupts Europe as France warns death toll to rise (2026-06-28 21:19)

Temperatures hit 40 degrees Celsius in parts of Europe on Sunday as storms moved into other
areas, with France reporting 1,000 excess deaths during the record-breaking heatwave. The---

« Ukraine's drone assault ignites major Russian oil refinery, as Putin acknowledges 'difficult
period' (2026-06-28 21:18)

Ukraine kept up its heavy drone assault on Russia, setting fire to a major oil refinery in the
south and killing at least two people, Russian authorities said---

* Thousands still missing as teams scramble to locate survivors 4 days after Venezuela
earthquakes (2026-06-28 21:18)

Local and international rescue teams raced against the clock to pull survivors from the rubble in
Venezuela on Sunday, four days after two powerful earthquakes shook the northern---

* South Korea coach quits after early World Cup exit prompts fierce criticism from president
(2026-06-28 21:15)

South Korea coach Hong Myung-bo resigned Sunday after the team's quick elimination from the
World Cup drew a harsh condemnation from the country's president, who called the coach---

* Money can't buy success in World Cup for gulf nations like Saudi Arabia and Qatar
(2026-06-28 21:15)

Gulf countries like Saudi Arabia and Qatar that poured a fortune into soccer and infrastructure
experienced unceremonious exits from the World Cup, proving that big money doesn’ t
guarantee--

* England moving on at World Cup but questions linger (2026-06-28 21:15)
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England ground out top spot in Group L after eventually seeing off a stubborn Panama side on
Saturday, though Thomas Tuchel's team showed there is further work needed---

+ U.S. World Cup prowess boosts American passion for the beautiful game (2026-06-28
21:14)

The barnstorming U.S. performance in the World Cup group stage has helped cement the
appeal of soccer for millions of sports-lovers in the country that is co-hosting the---

* Asia's World Cup falls apart with just two teams remaining (2026-06-28 21:14)

The gap between Asia's best teams and the rest has been laid bare by the region's disappointing
World Cup as just two AFC sides reached the knockout rounds.---

* Inside the World Cup knockout stage bracket: Some teams have an easier path than
others (2026-06-28 21:14)

If the World Cup was the NCAA basketball tournament, then teams like Morocco and the
Netherlands would have some serious anger toward the selection and seeding committee
right---

+ Canada beats South Africa 1-0 in World Cup's first knockout match (2026-06-28 21:11)

Stephen Eustaquio scored in the second minute of second-half stoppage time, and Canada beat
South Africa 1-0 on Sunday for its first knockout match victory in a World---

* Live-fire drill (2026-06-28 21:10)

Japan Self-Defense Force’ s type 16 maneuver combat vehicles fire during a joint live-fire drill
with U.S. Marines as part of the annual Resolute Dragon exercises in Yufu, Oita--

* Woman arrested for attempted murder after striking sister's head with hammer
(2026-06-28 07:35)

Police in Fukuyama City, Hiroshima Prefecture, have arrested a 46-year-old unemployed woman
on suspicion of attempted murder after she hit her sister on the head with a hammer---

* South Korea, Japan reaffirm denuclearization goal, closer defense ties (2026-06-28 07:33)

South Korea and Japan on Sunday reaffirmed their commitment to the denuclearization of the
Korean peninsula and agreed to revive joint search-and-rescue drills in a step forward for---

* Austria and Algeria draw 3-3 to advance to knockout round and send Iranians home
(2026-06-28 04:13)

Austria and Algeria played to a thrilling 3-3 draw Saturday night in what amounted to a win-win
result in their World Cup group-stage finale, allowing both to advance---

* Messi scores again as Argentina beats Jordan 3-1 (2026-06-28 04:12)
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Giovani Lo Celso became the first Argentina player other than Lionel Messi to score in this
World Cup as the defending champions finished the group stage with a---

* Australia boosts shark-spotting drone coverage at Sydney beaches (2026-06-28 04:05)

Australia will expand shark-spotting drone coverage year-round at beaches across Sydney and
beyond from July 1, authorities said Sunday, following a rise in attacks and sightings. The New---

* Colombia wins Group K after 0-0 draw with Portugal; both teams advance to knockouts
(2026-06-28 01:46)

Colombia finished the World Cup 's opening round as the Group K winner after playing Portugal
to a scoreless draw Saturday night. Both teams had already secured spots---

* Congo rallies to 3-1 win against Uzbekistan to seal place in knockout stage (2026-06-28
01:44)

Congo advanced to the knockout stage of the World Cup for the first time by rallying to a 3-1
win against Uzbekistan on Saturday. The African nation was---

* M6.1 quake jolts northeastern Japan; no tsunami warning issued (2026-06-28 00:36)

A magnitude-6.1 earthquake rattled northeastern Japan early Sunday, according to the Japan
Meteorological Agency, the latest in a series of major temblors hitting the region. No tsunami
warning:---

* England defeats Panama 2-0 to win its World Cup group (2026-06-27 23:30)

Jude Bellingham and Harry Kane scored early in the second half, lifting England over Panama
2-0 Saturday and into what appears to be a more favorable bracket for---

* Croatia beats Ghana 2-1 to reach knockout stage (2026-06-27 23:28)

Croatia earned a spot in the World Cup knockout round, getting goals from Nikola Vlasi¢ and
Luka Suci¢ to beat Ghana 2-1 on Saturday. Ghana had already clinched---

* 3 family members found dead in suspected murder-suicide (2026-06-27 21:18)

Three members of a family died after being found collapsed and bleeding at their home in
Ichihara City, Chiba Prefecture, on Friday, in what police suspect was a---

* Man who stabbed 3 people at Fukuoka library deemed mentally fit to stand trial
(2026-06-27 21:17)

The Fukuoka District Public Prosecutors Office has indicted a 61-year-old man for attempted
murder after he stabbed three people at a public library in February. Tatsuo Yoshii was---

* Japan weighs deploying unmanned submarines in Pacific defense buildup (2026-06-27
21:15)
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The government is considering the full-scale development and deployment of unmanned
submarines equipped with anti-ship strike capabilities as part of efforts to bolster Japan's
defense posture in the--

* 2 typhoons pass along Japan's Pacific coast; 1 dead in landslide (2026-06-27 21:13)

Two typhoons passed along Japan's Pacific coast on Saturday, leaving one dead and three
injured, the weather agency and local authorities said. Typhoon Higos and Typhoon Mekkhal
and---

* Ravindra's 60 pushes New Zealand 204 ahead of England at Trent Bridge (2026-06-27
21:11)

Rachin Ravindra's latest half-century lifted New Zealand into a commanding 204-run lead
against England after three days of the series-deciding Trent Bridge test on Saturday. New
Zealand bowled---

* Naomi Osaka retires in second set of Bad Homburg final with foot injury (2026-06-27
21:11)

Naomi Osaka's Wimbledon preparations received a setback when she retired at the start of the
second set in Saturday's Bad Homburg final because of a foot injury. The---

* Russell beats Ferraris to F1 pole in Austria despite yellow flag controversy (2026-06-27
21:10)

Just when it seemed Mercedes' Formula 1 pole position streak was surely at an end, George
Russell had other ideas at the Austrian Grand Prix on Saturday. Russell---

* Sinner wants to 'talk about tennis' not top players' prize-money protest at Wimbledon
(2026-06-27 21:10)

Men's No. 1 Jannik Sinner limited a media appearance Saturday as a prize-money protest by top
players continued at Wimbledon but he deflected questions about it, saying he---

* Militant rams explosive-laden vehicle into paramilitary headquarters in Pakistan
(2026-06-27 21:10)

A militant rammed an explosives-laden vehicle into the provincial headquarters of the
paramilitary Pakistan Rangers in Karachi on Saturday, triggering an intense exchange of gunfire
with security forces, -

* Australia toughens kids' social media ban, doubles potential penalties for tech firms
(2026-06-27 21:10)

Australia said on Saturday it would double the maximum penalty it can impose on tech firms
found to have failed to uphold a ground-breaking social media ban for---
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« Gunmen attack farming community, killing at least 15 in northwest Nigeria in latest deadly
assault (2026-06-27 21:10)

Gunmen attacked a farming community in a part of northwestern Nigeria that has been no
stranger to violence killing at least 15 people, an official said Saturday. The---

* Serbian President Vucic says he will resign within weeks (2026-06-27 21:09)

Serbia's populist president Aleksandar Vucic, under pressure after months of anti-government
protests, said on Saturday he will resign within weeks and the country will hold early
presidential and---

* Trump says he is nominating former Oklahoma state trooper Lance Schroyer as ICE
director (2026-06-27 21:09)

President Donald Trump on Saturday said he is nominating Lance Schroyer, a former Oklahoma
state trooper, as the next director of Immigration and Customs and Enforcement. Trump said---

* Central Europe sizzles as heat records are smashed in Switzerland, Denmark and Czech
Republic (2026-06-27 21:09)

Temperatures soared to record highs from Switzerland to the Czech Republic and Denmark on
Saturday, as a heat wave that baked western European countries this week moved to---

« Ukraine strikes industrial facility in Russia's Volgograd as Russian drone attack kills 1
(2026-06-27 21:09)

Ukraine struck a major industrial facility in the Russian city of Volgograd, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Saturday, while a Russian drone attack killed a man in Ukraine’ s---

* Death toll in Venezuela quake tops 1,400 as rescue efforts intensify (2026-06-27 21:09)

The death toll from Venezuela's devastating twin earthquakes rose above 1,400 on Saturday as
foreign rescue teams poured into the country and authorities pressed on with the search---

* Hezbollah rejects U.S.-brokered Israel-Lebanon security deal as 'surrender' (2026-06-27
21:09)
Hezbollah leader Naim Qassem rejected a U.S.-brokered security agreement between Lebanon

and Israel on Saturday a day after it was signed, describing it as a surrender to Israel.---

* Tanker struck in Hormuz as Iran, U.S. trade attacks in worst escalation since peace deal
(2026-06-27 21:08)

A tanker reported being struck by a projectile in the Strait of Hormuz on Saturday, Britain's
maritime security agency said, after the United States and Iran each launched---

* Al-equipped cleaning robot designed for offices (2026-06-27 21:07)
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Iris Ohyama will release on Wednesday "JILBY," a cleaning robot designed for corporate clients.
JILBY is an acronym derived from the words "Job," "Intelligence," "Labor," "Bot," and---

* There's a beef about beef at the World Cup, as Argentina fans pour into Texas (2026-06-27
21:05)

Drop thousands of Argentina fans into Texas for the World Cup and the debate is inevitable. It's
not about who has the best team or whether Lionel Messi---

* World Cup turns New York's Times Square into global fan hub (2026-06-27 21:05)

Surrounded by dozens of dazzling screens and crowds of tourists, World Cup fans have turned
New York's Times Square into a daily meeting spot for supporters from around---

* Japan supporters (2026-06-27 21:04)

Japan head coach Hajime Moriyasu, left, poses with supporters before leaving their training
facility in Nashville, Tenn, on Saturday.

* Hakone to introduce new lodging tax from 2028 (2026-06-27 07:09)

Hakone, a famous hot spring and resort town southwest of Tokyo, said Friday it is considering
introducing a new lodging tax for people staying in hotels and other---

* Man arrested after bodies believed to be his father, brother found buried in garden of
home (2026-06-27 07:06)

Police in Izumo, Shimane Prefecture, have arrested a 49-year-old unemployed man on
suspicion of abandoning the bodies of two men, believed to be his 55-year-old brother and his---

* Japan's progress paying off at World Cup, says Troussier (2026-06-27 07:05)

Japan's players believe they can shock Brazil in the World Cup round of 32, and former coach
Philippe Troussier thinks it would be a fitting reward for their---

* Decision on food consumption tax cut may not come in June as planned (2026-06-27 07:04)

Japan's ruling party led by Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is increasingly likely to miss its
envisioned end-of-June deadline to reach a decision with other parties on cutting the---

* Egypt survives with 1-1 draw against Iran (2026-06-27 05:45)

Egypt advanced past the group stage at the World Cup for the first time while Iran, which had a
potential late winning goal called back due to an---

* Belgium defeats New Zealand 5-1 to advance to knockout round (2026-06-27 05:26)

Leandro Trossard scored a pair of goals and Belgium overcame a slow start at the World Cup to
advance to the knockout round with a 5-1 victory over:---
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* Trump adviser-turned-critic John Bolton pleads guilty to mishandling classified documents
(2026-06-27 02:14)

John Bolton, a former national security adviser for U.S. President Donald Trump who became
one of his fiercest critics, pleaded guilty in federal court on Friday to mishandling---

* Spain beats Uruguay 1-0 (2026-06-27 02:12)

Spain defeated Uruguay 1-0 after another goalkeeping mistake by Fernando Muslera to advance
to the knockout stage of the World Cup and eliminate the South American powerhouse on---

« Cape Verde’ s dream run continues, becoming smallest country into World Cup knockout
round (2026-06-27 02:11)

Cape Verde completed an improbable run through the group stage with a third straight World
Cup draw to become the smallest country to earn a spot in the---

* U.S. strikes Iran in response to drone attack on ship that Trump says violated ceasefire
(2026-06-27 00:03)

The U.S. struck Iran on Friday in response to a drone attack a day earlier on a cargo ship in the
Strait of Hormuz. It's the most significant---

* Trump blasts 'godless' Democrats in incendiary speech to evangelicals (2026-06-26 23:59)

U.S. President Donald Trump accused the Democratic left of being "hardcore, godless
communists" in a divisive, politicized speech Friday about his perceived foes as he addressed
evangelicals at---

* Gueye double keeps Senegal's hopes alive with 5-0 win over Iraq (2026-06-26 22:38)

Senegal became the first African side to score five goals in a World Cup match, a stunning
double by Pape Gueye inspiring them to a 5-0 win over---

* France forward Ousmane Dembélé scores first-half World Cup hat-trick in 4-1 win over
Norway (2026-06-26 22:36)

Not so fast, Lionel Messi and Kylian Mbappé. Ousmane Dembélé has just entered the Golden
Boot race. Dembélé scored a first-half hat-trick, including one off a feed from---

* Election worker says federal officers confronted her at polls over social media post
criticizing ICE (2026-06-26 22:33)
A poll worker said two federal officers visited her at a voting location during New York’ s

primaries to confront her about a social media post she’ d written criticizing:--

* Ann Blyth, teen star of 'Mildred Pierce,' dead at 98 (2026-06-26 20:50)

Ann Blyth, a versatile Hollywood star who received an Oscar nomination at 17 as Joan
Crawford's wayward daughter in “Mildred Pierce," sang opposite Mario Lanza and Howard
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Keel---

* Happy birthday, 2000 Year Old Man. Mel Brooks is turning 100 (2026-06-26 20:50)

The 2000 Year Old Man is turning 100. Mel Brooks on Sunday will celebrate his centennial
birthday. The comedian and filmmaker has been awaiting the milestone. Earlier this---

* Gov't to effectively sack aide to PM after reported extramarital affair (2026-06-26 20:49)

Japan's government announced Friday the replacement of a senior official and close aide to
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, in a de facto dismissal following a reported extramarital affair---

* Honda CEO apologizes for 1st annual net loss (2026-06-26 20:49)

Honda Motor Co's top executive apologized Friday to shareholders for the company's first
full-year loss since its 1957 listing for the year ended March and vowed to transform---

* M5.6 quake hits Yamanashi in central Japan, nearby areas (2026-06-26 20:47)

A strong quake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.6 jolted the central Japanese prefecture of
Yamanashi and nearby areas on Friday, the weather agency said, with no tsunami---

* Japan 'snow monkey' park to cap visitors after overcrowding, bad behavior (2026-06-26
20:47)

A Japanese park famous for "snow monkeys" soaking in hot springs will cap daily numbers after
a surge in visitors and cases of bad behavior including bathing with---

* OpenAl limits its latest ChatGPT product to Trump-approved customers during
cybersecurity review (2026-06-26 20:46)

ChatGPT maker OpenAlI said Friday it is restricting the release of its new artificial intelligence
model at the request of President Donald Trump's administration, the latest in an---

* Duckett's blazing 113 sparks England's charge after New Zealand's 438 at Trent Bridge
(2026-06-26 20:46)

Ben Duckett's rapid hundred led England's stirring reply to New Zealand's 438 on day two of the
series-deciding Trent Bridge test on Friday. Duckett's 113 from 98 balls---

* Mayweather-Pacquiao rematch postponed indefinitely (2026-06-26 20:46)

A highly anticipated rematch between boxing legends Floyd Mayweather and Manny Pacquiao
has been postponed indefinitely, Pacquiao's camp in the Philippines said on Friday. The news
followed ESPN---

* Usyk says he is vacating heavyweight world title belts (2026-06-26 20:46)

Heavyweight champion Oleksandr Usyk said on Friday he was vacating his three boxing world
title belts but is not retiring. The 39-year-old Ukrainian, who is unbeaten in his---
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* Osaka beats Wang to reach first grass court final (2026-06-26 20:45)

Four-time Grand Slam winner Naomi Osaka is into the first grass court final of her career after
blasting past China's Wang Xinyu at Bad Homburg on Friday. The---

* Serena Williams draws 20-year-old Maya Joint in first Wimbledon singles match in 4 years
(2026-06-26 20:45)

Serena Williams will face an opponent less than half her age when she plays 20-year-old Maya
Joint in the first round at Wimbledon for her first singles match---

* Small aircraft crashes into Beijing's tallest building (2026-06-26 20:45)

An aircraft about the size of a car crashed into Beijing's tallest building on Friday, witnesses told
Reuters, with police closing off roads around the skyscraper and authorities---

* Europe on high alert as killer heat set to move east and south (2026-06-26 20:45)

Health authorities across Europe were on high alert on Friday as a killer heatwave progressed
across the continent, prompting alcohol bans and the cancellation of mass gatherings in---

* Disagreements between Supreme Court justices bubble into public view as major rulings
loom (2026-06-26 20:45)

The Supreme Court is handing down major opinions at a rapid clip, but even with some of the
biggest decisions yet to come, there are signs of tension---

* Putin, Lukashenko hold talks at tense point in Ukraine war (2026-06-26 20:44)

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko held talks on
Friday, the Kremlin said, and discussions were expected to focus on the war in Ukraine.
Meeting---

* Venezuelans race to find survivors; foreign rescuers join search as frustration mounts
(2026-06-26 20:44)

Desperate Venezuelans and foreign rescuers raced to find survivors trapped under rubble on
Friday after twin earthquakes flattened parts of Caracas and surrounding areas, as frustration
mounted over---

* Israel, Lebanon sign initial agreement after U.S.-mediated talks (2026-06-26 20:44)

Israel and Lebanon signed a framework agreement in Washington on Friday following several
days of talks to secure an end to fighting between Israel and Iran-backed Hezbollah militants,---

* Vance, Rubio strike different tone on Iran and Israel (2026-06-26 20:41)

President Donald Trump's administration has pushed hard to present a united front on the Iran
war, but statements by his vice president and secretary of state have at---
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* Mexico's World Cup joy muted in regions gripped by cartel violence (2026-06-26 20:40)

Much of Mexico has been celebrating the World Cup with joyful outdoor gatherings, filling
streets, plazas and fan zones in the country's three host cities — Mexico City,

* Windy walk (2026-06-26 20:39)

A schoolboy walks through strong winds with an umbrella turned inside out in Tokyo's Shinjuku
district on Friday.

* Trio arrested for extorting cash from man leaving hotel with 16-year-old girl (2026-06-26
11:55)

Three men have been arrested on suspicion of extortion after they confronted a man leaving a
hotel with a 16-year-old girl and demanded money from him. Police said---

* Weather agency warns typhoon to make landfall over weekend (2026-06-26 07:40)

Japan's weather agency on Friday warned that a typhoon could approach the country from the
Pacific and make landfall the following day, as heavy rain fell across western---

* 'Very strong' nuclear verification needed in Iran after war: IAEA head (2026-06-26 07:33)

"Very strong" verification is needed in Iran following the Middle East conflict to ensure that it
does not develop nuclear weapons, the U.N. atomic watchdog chief said on---

* Myanmar torches $600 million in seized heroin, meth and other drugs (2026-06-26 07:19)

Thick clouds of black smoke billowed into the sky on the outskirts of Myanmar's largest city
Friday as authorities burned more than 50 tons of heroin, opium, ketamine,---

* Australia clinches knockout round spot with 0-0 draw; Paraguay also likely to advance
(2026-06-26 04:43)

Australia and Paraguay played to a 0-0 draw Thursday night in a result that clinched a spot in
the knockout round of the World Cup for the Socceroos:---

* Turkey beats U.S. 3-2 as Americans look ahead to knockout stage (2026-06-26 04:42)

Kaan Ayhan scored on the final kick of the match, and Turkey beat the United States 3-2
Thursday night for its only win of the World Cup. Auston---

* M5.8 quake strikes Chiba Prefecture (2026-06-26 04:10)

An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.8 struck Chiba Prefecture on Friday. According
to the Japan Meteorological Agency, the quake struck at a depth of 50 kilometers---

* Japan and Sweden both advance to knockout round after 1-1 draw (2026-06-26 04:08)
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Japan will face Brazil in a World Cup last-32 clash after drawing 1-1 with Sweden on Thursday to
finish runner-up behind the Netherlands in Group F. In a---

* South Korea to train 500,000 'drone warriors' to counter North Korea (2026-06-26 03:56)

South Korea will rapidly expand its drone and counter-drone capabilities to counter North
Korea, including by training 500,000 "drone warriors" and distributing tens of thousands of
unmanned systems--

* Dutch roll in the rain to 3-1 win over Tunisia to top Group F (2026-06-26 01:25)

Brian Brobbey scored his third goal of the World Cup, the Netherlands got a pair of goals that
deflected off Tunisia into its own net, and the Dutch---

« World Cup coaches worried about yellow cards. Here’ s what to know (2026-06-25 22:09)

Some countries have already earned their place in the knockout rounds of the World Cup.
Others are still fighting for position as they head into the final matches---

* Ivory Coast into World Cup knockout round for 1st time after 2-0 win over Curacao
(2026-06-25 22:09)

Ivory Coast got goals from Nicolas Pépé in each half and advanced to the World Cup knockout
round for the first time in the West African team’ s history---

* Ecuador advances to knockout rounds, beating Germany 2-1 (2026-06-25 22:09)

Gonzalo Plata poked the ball past Manuel Neuer in the 77th minute, and Ecuador advanced to
the knockout stage of the World Cup by rallying for a 2-1---

* Japan clarifies 'dangerous driving' law with numeric standards (2026-06-25 21:51)

Japan on Thursday passed a revised law on dangerous driving resulting in death or injury that
establishes numerical standards for excessive speed and alcohol content in the hope---

* Will Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce wed in New York? Clues abound (2026-06-25 21:50)

Will Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce's "Love Story" culminate in a Big Apple wedding? Increasing
signs point to a mega-bash for the A-list celebrity couple at Madison Square---

* David Clayton-Thomas, powerhouse lead singer of Blood, Sweat & Tears, dies at 84
(2026-06-25 21:50)
David Clayton-Thomas, the lead singer of Blood, Sweat & Tears, whose husky, high-strung tenor

on “Spinning Wheel,” “And When I Die” and other hits helped make the so-called---

* Canadian defense minister says he discussed GCAP fighter with Koizumi (2026-06-25 21:49)

Canadian Defense Minister David McGuinty said on Thursday he had discussed the advanced
fighter jet program being pursued by Japan, Britain and Italy with his Japanese counterpart to---
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* U.S. jobless aid filings fall to 215,000 last week as layoffs remain low despite economic
headwinds (2026-06-25 21:48)

Fewer Americans applied for jobless aid last week as layoffs remain low despite economic
headwinds that are creating uncertainty for businesses. U.S. applications for unemployment
benefits in the---

* Apple increases prices for Macs and iPads, blaming shortage of memory chips (2026-06-25
21:47)

Apple on Thursday announced an increase in prices for Macs and iPads, citing a memory chip
shortage brought on by the artificial intelligence boom. The Cupertino, California-based
company---

* 'Heat hazard' declared for F1's Austrian GP as Europe battles scorching weather
(2026-06-25 21:47)

Formula 1 drivers will carry extra cooling gear for this week’ s Austrian Grand Prix after “heat
hazard” rules were activated as hot weather causes disruption across Europe. It's---

* Dominant Osaka sails into Bad Homburg semis (2026-06-25 21:47)

Four-time Grand Slam winner Naomi Osaka advanced to the semifinals of the Wimbledon
warm-up tournament in Bad Homburg, Germany after a dominant victory over Ekaterina
Alexandrova on Thursday.---

* Olympic hosts in France seek calm and less drama in Lyon for 2030 Winter Games
(2026-06-25 21:46)

Tasked with a new city of venues to finalize, organizers of the 2030 French Alps Winter Games
met Olympic leaders on Thursday during the latest reset in their---

* Wimbledon has served up memorable fashion moments over the years. Here's a look
(2026-06-25 21:46)

Naomi Osaka knows how to create a buzz with her walk-on outfits at Grand Slam tennis
tournaments. Wimbledon throws up some challenges, however, with its all-white regulations.
Osaka,---

* Nepalese man mistakenly arrested as police officers unaware of new ID card (2026-06-25
21:46)

A Nepalese man was mistakenly arrested and detained for about an hour on Thursday as police
officers were unaware of a new type of residence card recently introduced,---

* 3 found guilty over 2024 death of university student in Hokkaido (2026-06-25 21:45)
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Three people were found guilty by a court on Thursday of assaulting and killing a university
student in Hokkaido in 2024, with one of them sentenced to 30---

*+ Gov't to expand probe on condo transactions to foreigners residing in Japan (2026-06-25
21:45)

The Japanese government plans to expand its probe into the buying and selling of
condominiums by foreigners to those residing in the country in fiscal 2027 or later, -

+ U.S. defense firm Anduril in talks for Nissan plant to build drones in Japan, sources say
(2026-06-25 21:45)

U.S. defense firm Anduril Industries is in talks to acquire Nissan Motor's Oppama assembly
plant in Kanagawa Prefecture as the maker of autonomous weapons looks to build military---

* Japan weather agency warns of heavy rain as 2 typhoons approach (2026-06-25 21:44)

Japan's weather agency on Thursday warned of heavy rain along the Pacific coast from
southwestern to eastern Japan over the coming days as two typhoons approached the
country.--

* Harvey Weinstein's New York rape charge dropped after accuser says she can't endure a
fourth trial (2026-06-25 21:44)

Harvey Weinstein won't face a fourth trial on a New York rape charge. Prosecutors dropped the
#MeToo-era case on Thursday after his accuser said she could not bear---

* Reflecting Pool liner was cut with sharp knife or razor, National Park Service says
(2026-06-25 21:43)

Aliner along the bottom of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool was cut with a sharp knife or
razor this month, causing damage to the foam sealant installed---

* Florida's 'Alligator Alcatraz' immigration detention center has closed, governor says
(2026-06-25 21:43)

The Florida Everglades immigration detention center known as “Alligator Alcatraz” has served
its purpose, Gov. Ron DeSantis said Thursday, closing the makeshift facility heralded by the
Trump administration---

* Musk ordered to testify in election lottery cases; one lawsuit may be narrowed
(2026-06-25 21:43)
A federal judge ordered Elon Musk to testify under oath in two proposed class actions accusing
him of defrauding voters in swing states before the 2024 election by---

* Supreme Court lets Trump end deportation protections for Haitians and Syrians
(2026-06-25 21:43)
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The U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way on Thursday for President Donald Trump's
administration to strip hundreds of thousands of Haitian and Syrian immigrants of a
humanitarian status---

* Russia denies pressuring Belarus to widen Ukraine conflict; Minsk blames West
(2026-06-25 21:43)

Russia on Thursday denied exerting pressure on Belarus to support an expansion of the war in
Ukraine, while Belarus said it was the West that was trying to---

* Britain breaks June temperature record as deadly heatwave grips Europe (2026-06-25
21:43)

The temperature in Britain hit a record high for June on Thursday as large parts of Western
Europe were in the grip of a deadly early summer heatwave---

* King Charles reveals how much tax he paid; will not live at Buckingham Palace after
refurbishment (2026-06-25 21:43)

King Charles III will not live at Buckingham Palace after the completion of a 10-year, 369
million-pound ($487 million) refurbishment program as the monarchy seeks to increase public---

* U.N. pauses Hormuz evacuation plan after ship reports attack (2026-06-25 21:43)

The U.N. International Maritime Organization paused its operation to escort ships through the
Strait of Hormuz on Thursday after a vessel reported an attack, reigniting fears over a---

* The World Cup is half over, with 54 of 104 matches complete. And the drama is just
getting started (2026-06-25 21:38)

It's halftime at the World Cup. Take a break, everyone. Wednesday marked the midpoint of the
104-match tournament — technically, just past the midpoint, with 54 matches now---

* Japan fans in Dallas (2026-06-25 21:37)

Japan soccer fans cheer in downtown Dallas ahead of Thursday's crucial World Cup game
between Japan and Sweden.

* Luxury hotel remodeling historic former Nara prison opens (2026-06-25 07:28)

A luxury hotel converted from a historic former prison in the western Japan city of Nara opened
Thursday, with its operator aiming to use part of the revenue:---

* Japan focused on beating Sweden ... and avoiding Brazil (2026-06-25 07:26)

Japan manager Hajime Moriyasu said Wednesday his side were focused solely on beating "a
very strong" Sweden in their final group match and hoping that would be enough---
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* Man arrested for possession of 4 loaded handguns and over 80 rounds of ammunition
(2026-06-25 07:23)

Police in Kanagawa Prefecture have arrested a 51-year-old Vietnamese national on suspicion of
violating the Swords and Firearms Control Law after four loaded handguns and more than 80---

* No major damage reported after M7.2 quake off Iwate (2026-06-25 07:22)

Saucepans fell out of kitchen cupboards and security cameras wobbled violently but no serious
casualties or major damage were reported when a strong 7.2-magnitude earthquake struck off
northern---

* Ohtani seeks to sync up with struggling catcher Rushing as Dodgers sweep despite a rough
start (2026-06-25 06:17)

Shohei Ohtani forcefully rebounded from a rough inning on the mound to earn yet another win
for the major league -leading Los Angeles Dodgers. The two-way superstar carried--

* South Africa reaches knockout round for 1st time with 1-0 win over South Korea
(2026-06-25 03:48)

South Africa advanced to the knockout phase of the World Cup for the first time with a 1-0
victory over South Korea on Wednesday night. Thapelo Maseko scored---

* Mexico beats Czech Republic 3-0 to win all 3 group-stage matches for 1st time (2026-06-25
03:36)

Mateo Chavez and Julian Quifiones scored goals in a six-minute span early in the second half,
and Mexico beat the Czech Republic 3-0 on Wednesday night to win---

* Brazil beats Scotland 3-0 to win its World Cup group (2026-06-25 00:43)

Vinicius Junior scored two goals, Matheus Cunha also scored and five-time World Cup champion
Brazil beat Scotland 3-0 on Wednesday, advancing to the knockout stage as the Group---

* Morocco rallies to beat Haiti 4-2 (2026-06-25 00:43)

Soufiane Rahimi and Gessime Yassine came off the bench to help Morocco rally for a 4-2 victory
over Haiti on Wednesday and erase the Caribbean nation's hopes of---

* M6.9 quake hits northeastern Japan; no tsunami warning (2026-06-24 23:44)

An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 6.9 struck northeastern Japan on Thursday, but
no tsunami warning was issued, the weather agency said. The 07:30 a.m. quake occurred---

* Buildings collapse as quake rocks north-central Venezuela, capital Caracas (2026-06-24
23:42)

strong earthquake shook north-central Venezuela on Wednesday afternoon, west of Caracas,
bringing down buildings in the capital, though authorities did not immediately report any
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casualties. The earthquake registered--

* Rumors of PM Takaichi's health problems starting to swirl (2026-06-24 23:39)

Although the late Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was known to have battled chronic inflammatory
bowel disease for most of his adult life, he refrained from discussing his condition---

* Japan says China has detained 2 of its citizens suspected of smuggling banned items
(2026-06-24 23:05)

China has detained two Japanese citizens suspected of smuggling items prohibited from import
or export, a Japanese official said Wednesday, in a case reportedly linked to rare earths,-

* Lawmakers demand answers as turmoil over Reflecting Pool repair continues (2026-06-24
22:37)

Congressional Democrats called for investigations Wednesday into renovations at the Lincoln
Memorial Reflecting Pool, as the ongoing drama over the president’ s problem-plagued, $16
million rehabilitation project continued to---

* Rubio defends Iran deal on Gulf tour; Israel insists on troops in southern Lebanon
(2026-06-24 21:54)

The United States' top diplomat sought backing from skeptical Gulf allies on Wednesday for
President Donald Trump's deal with Iran to end their war, while in another challenge---

* Japan naphtha procurement woes worsen for 70% of firms: survey (2026-06-24 21:47)

Nearly 70 percent of surveyed Japanese firms reported worsening difficulties procuring naphtha
and other oil products in May, citing Middle East tensions that raised supply concerns and
production---

* Japan ruling parties submit bill to Diet to create 2nd capital (2026-06-24 21:46)

Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party and its junior coalition partner submitted Wednesday a
bill to parliament to establish a "second capital" to serve as a backup for Tokyo's---

* Usher says tour with Chris Brown is about more than 2 stars (2026-06-24 21:46)

As Usher prepares to launch a stadium tour with Chris Brown, he says the criticism and legal
troubles surrounding the singer never factored into his decision to embark---

* Teacher dried laundry in room where Tokyo school fire likely started (2026-06-24 21:42)

A teacher in her 40s told investigators she had used air circulators to dry laundry in the room
where a fire is believed to have started at a--

* Laser pointer aimed at monkey enclosure at zoo known for Punch (2026-06-24 21:42)
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The Japanese zoo housing the viral macaque Punch said Wednesday someone recently pointed
a laser at the monkey's enclosure and posted a video clip of the scene online.---

* 'Fingerprints' of black hole's event horizon detected for first time (2026-06-24 21:41)

Scientists have detected the "fingerprints" of a black hole's event horizon -- the boundary from
which nothing can escape -- for the first time, according to research published---

* Stokes back on England duty after disciplinary controversy and says only 'focusing on this
week' (2026-06-24 21:40)

Ben Stokes refused to give assurances on his long-term future as England cricket captain after
his latest disciplinary controversy, saying Wednesday his full focus was on the deciding---

* Andreeva loses Wimbledon tuneup in Bad Homburg (2026-06-24 21:40)

Mirra Andreeva lost in her first match since winning the French Open, beaten in her only
grass-court tuneup before Wimbledon by Ekaterina Alexandrova on Wednesday. The two
Russian---

* Verstappen seeking home boost with Red Bull upgrades (2026-06-24 21:40)

Four-time world champion Max Verstappen heads into his Red Bull team’ s home Austrian
Grand Prix this weekend boosted by a major upgrade package and seeking his first win---

* Olympic athletes to get cash grants from new $100 mil fund created by I0C (2026-06-24
21:40)

It's not Olympic prize money officially, but it is a significant amount of cash going directly to
athletes after a Summer or Winter Games. The International Olympic Committee---

* Top tennis players to limit media appearances at Wimbledon as protest over prize money
continues (2026-06-24 21:40)

Top tennis players at Wimbledon will extend their protest over prize money by limiting their
media appearances at the grass-court Grand Slam tournament next week. The decision means---

* Australia spy chief warns of Iran terror threat (2026-06-24 21:39)

An Australian citizen living in Iran who was a senior member of its Revolutionary Guards
orchestrated a major antisemitic firebomb attack in Sydney, Australia's spy chief said
Wednesday.--

* Keiko Fujimori vows to unite a Peru 'split in two' as runoff lead holds (2026-06-24 21:39)

Right-wing candidate Keiko Fujimori said on Wednesday she would seek to unite a Peru "split in
two" if she takes office, after razor-thin election results gave her enough---

* Senior Islamic State leader killed by U.S. airstrike on northwest Syria (2026-06-24 21:39)
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An airstrike on northwest Syria last week killed a senior member of the Islamic State group, the
U.S. Central Command said on Wednesday. Ali Husayn al-Ulaywi was killed---

« U.S., UK, France, Germany raise alarm about Chinese patrols off eastern Taiwan
(2026-06-24 21:39)

The United States, Britain, France and Germany raised the alarm on Wednesday over recent
Chinese activities off the east coast of Taiwan, where China has mounted Coast Guard---

* Trump to seek more than $1.4 billion in Ebola funding from Congress (2026-06-24 21:39)

The White House is planning to seek more than $1.4 billion in new funds from Congress to
address the widening Ebola virus outbreak as soon as Wednesday, according---

« Ukrainian strikes knock out power in Sevastopol in Russian-held Crimea (2026-06-24 21:39)

Ukrainian drones knocked out power in the biggest city in Russian-held Crimea on Wednesday
and targeted facilities in central and southern Russia, local officials said, underscoring the
reach---

* European leaders pledge unity after recent tensions ahead of NATO summit (2026-06-24
21:39)

European leaders reaffirmed on Wednesday their commitment to a stronger defence
partnership ahead of next month's NATO summit in Ankara, following a series of spats with U.S.
President---

* Trump clashes with Republicans in testy Capitol visit (2026-06-24 21:38)

President Donald Trump jolted Republicans during a fiery appearance at the U.S. Capitol on
Wednesday, scrapping a housing bill signing ceremony and clashing behind closed doors with
a---

* Federal judge bars Trump from implementing proof of citizenship requirement to vote
(2026-06-24 21:38)

A federal judge on Wednesday permanently barred President Donald Trump’ s administration
from implementing most of his first executive order on elections, part of which sought to
require people---

* Norway brought its own food to the World Cup. But not because it distrusts U.S. products
(2026-06-24 21:35)

As Norway excels in its first World Cup appearance since 1998, false claims about what the
team is eating are also grabbing attention online. The allegations focus on---

* Switzerland downs World Cup co-host Canada to top Group B; both progress (2026-06-24
21:34)
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Ruben Vargas and Johan Manzambi fired Switzerland to top spot in World Cup Group B on
Wednesday with a 2-1 win over Canada as the co-hosts also ensured---

* Bosnia in strong position to reach last 32; Qatar out of World Cup (2026-06-24 21:33)

Bosnia-Herzegovina are on the verge of reaching the knockout stages of the World Cup for the
first time after beating 2022 hosts Qatar 3-1 in their final Group---

* Media interest in Japan (2026-06-24 21:25)

Media members observe as Japan participates in a training session Wednesday ahead of its
World Cup Group F soccer match against Sweden in Dallas on Thursday.

* Japanese man suspected of senior role in 'Luffy’ syndicate arrested in Manila (2026-06-24
07:35)

Philippine authorities detained on Tuesday a Japanese man wanted by Tokyo authorities over
thefts and who is also suspected of being a senior member of the crime ring---

« Woman arrested over death of ex-husband whose dismembered body was found in
freezer in apartment (2026-06-24 07:35)

Police in Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture, have arrested a 50-year-old woman on suspicion of
abandoning the body of her ex-husband whose dismembered corpse was found inside a large
freezer---

* Takaichi heckled at Tuesday's Okinawa WWII memorial (2026-06-24 07:34)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi was heckled at a World War II memorial event by
protesters angry about Tokyo's further shift away from its decades-long pacifist stance,
television---

* Fans in China put politics aside to cheer Japan at World Cup (2026-06-24 07:33)

In a packed Shanghai sports bar, Chinese soccer fans erupted in frenzied delight as Japan's
Ayase Ueda looped a header over Tunisia's goalkeeper to secure a 4-0 win---

* Keiko Fujimori secures unbeatable lead in Peru presidential election (2026-06-24 06:46)

Conservative Keiko Fujimori gained an insurmountable lead in Peru's presidential runoff late on
Tuesday, setting her on track to assume the presidency. Fujimori, a four-time presidential
hopeful and---

* Man, 3 women found dead in home in apparent joint suicide (2026-06-24 05:25)

The bodies of four adults — an elderly man and three women — were found in a bedroom in a
house in Yufu, Oita Prefecture, on Tuesday, police---

* Colombia edges Congo 1-0 to reach knockout stage (2026-06-24 04:30)
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Daniel Mufioz helped Colombia break through Congo's stingy defense and advance to the
knockout stage of the World Cup with a 1-0 win on Tuesday night. Mufioz scored---

* Judge bars immigration arrests at U.S. courthouses in setback for Trump (2026-06-24
03:17)

A judge on Tuesday barred the federal government from making arrests at immigration courts,
ordering an end to a practice that took hold shortly after President Donald Trump---

* Croatia stays alive for knockout round and eliminates Panama with 1-0 win (2026-06-24
01:27)

Josip Stanisi¢ lifted a curving cross onto the boot of Ante Budimir, who tapped it into an open
net in the 54th minute Tuesday, giving Croatia a 1-0---

Source: Mainichi Daily News
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* Who Gives Blood in Japan? Generational Divide Seen Among Donors (2026-06-30 18:01)

Falling Population Impacts Blood DonationsGiving blood is a critical, life-saving act. Donations in
Japan have remained steady over the last several years, with data compiled by the Japanese Red
Cross...

« Japan’ s Energy Risks Persist Despite US-Iran Deal (2026-06-30 18:01)

A Fragile Promise of &ldquo;Safe Passage&rdquo;The US-Iran memorandum of understanding
signed on June 17 states, &ldquo;the Islamic Republic of Iran will make arrangements using its
best efforts for t...

« Kamikdchi: Natural Beauty Among the Japan Alps (2026-06-29 18:01)

Cool GetawayThe highland area of Kamikdchi in Nagano Prefecture is a popular spot for hiking,
whether on the trails or in the surrounding mountains. It is located around 1,500 meters above
sea level a...

* Japan Sees Record Number of Traffic Accidents Involving Smartphone Use (2026-06-29
18:01)

Even a Glance Can Be DangerousAccording to Japan&rsquo;s National Police Agency, the
number of serious injuries and fatal automobile accidents caused by drivers using smartphones
reached 148 casesiin ...

* Japan Moves to Centralize Intelligence amid Mounting Strategic Challenges (2026-06-29
18:01)
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A New Intelligence StructureThe plan to establish a national intelligence council and a
supporting secretariat was first set out in the coalition agreement between the Liberal
Democratic Party and Nip...

« When Are Japan’ s National Holidays? (2026-06-29 18:01)

Sixteen Days Each YearJapan currently has 16 national holidays each year, as established under
the Act on National Holidays.January 1&nbsp; &nbsp;New Year&rsquo;s DaySecond Monday in
January&nbsp; &nb...

* Yen Close to Weakest Level Against Dollar for Nearly 40 Years (2026-06-29 12:01)

Remaining WeakThe yen is languishing around its weakest level for almost 40 years, at almost
&yen;162 to the dollar. The attacks by the United States and Israel against Iran have led buyers
to seek a ...

« Japan’ s Favorability Shows Strong Recovery in South Korea (2026-06-28 18:01)

Popularity of Japan Increases in South Korealn a survey of people in 14 countries and regions,
Japan was most popular among Indian respondents, with 99.5% saying that they either
&ldquo;liked&rdquo; o...

« Kawakubo Rei’ s Continuous Fashion Revolution: A Half Century of Rebellion, “Comme
des Garcons” (2026-06-28 18:01)

A Fearless Fashion VisionaryFor decades now, Kawakubo Rei&rsquo;s rebellious spirit and
unfettered creativity have secured her a place at the forefront of global fashion. Her collections
have overturn...

« “Sheep in the Box” : Koreeda’ s Al Fable About Bringing Back the Dead (2026-06-27
18:01)

A Robot ResurrectionKoreeda Hirokazu got the idea for his latest work Sheep in the Box, about a
dead son&rsquo;s return as a humanoid robot, after he saw an article reporting on a popular
Chinese busi...

* Exploring Wagyd: A Guide to Buying and Preparing This Magnificent Meat (2026-06-26
18:01)

An Eye for MeatThe first step to enjoying a wagyd meal is training your eye to recognize the best
quality meat. Wagyd is judged on four characteristics: shimofuri, or its fat marbling; the color
and qg...

* Stricter Visa Rules Impacting Foreign Business Owners in Japan (2026-06-25 18:01)

Huge Spike in Required CapitalIn October 2025, Japan&rsquo;s Immigration Services Agency
tightened the business manager visa requirements, citing the rising number of foreign nationals
using shell com...
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« The Fab Four in the Far East: The Beatles’ 1966 Tokyo Tour (2026-06-25 18:01)

&ldquo;It Was Sixty Years Ago Today&nbsp;.&nbsp;.&nbsp;.&rdquo;More than half a century
after their breakup, the Beatles continue to enjoy an extraordinary level of popularity around
the world, and fe...

* Alivs. Inoki, 50 Years On: A Legendary Night in the Genesis of MMA (2026-06-25 06:01)

&ldquo;The Greatest&rdquo; Makes Boxing an ArtHalf a century ago, on June 26,
1976&mdash;at what was then Japan&rsquo;s largest indoor arena, the Nippon Buddkan in
central Tokyo&mdash;an all-time fant...

* A Look at Moriyasu Hajime (2026-06-25 06:01)

A Playing Career Capped by &ldquo;Agony&rdquo;Moriyasu Hajime, manager of Japan&rsquo;s
men&rsquo;s national soccer team, is making waves worldwide thanks to Samurai Blue&rsquo;s
strong performances i...

* Shojin Ryori: The Plant-Based Buddhist Cuisine with a Longstanding Home at a Kamakura
Temple (2026-06-24 18:01)

The Zen of FoodShdjin ry6ri, the traditional cooking of Buddhist temples, has grown famous as
&ldquo;vegan Japanese cuisine.&rdquo; However, its central meaning is not in avoiding
animal-derived ingre...

* Number of Bookstores in Japan Falls Below 10,000 (2026-06-24 18:01)

Bookstores ClosingThere were less than 10,000 bookstores in Japan as of the end of March
2026, with a total of 9,993, according to data compiled by the Japan Publishing Organization for
Information In...

Source: The Japan Times
«Japan’ s trilateral fighter jet program locked in following U.K. funding commitment
(2026-07-01 05:28)

The news comes after months of uncertainty and concerns about delays to the Global Combat
Air Program with Britain and Italy.

* Japan weighs state ownership of defense plants to boost arms supply (2026-07-01 05:16)

A draft of the government's basic economic and fiscal policy guidelines calls for reviewing
existing law to allow greater state involvement.

« Strange bedfellows: Manga and lesbian sex work agencies team up for storytelling
(2026-07-01 05:15)
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Agencies and sex workers seek to present more nuanced depictions of their work and to
challenge mainstream narratives that often emphasize scandal, eroticism or exploitation.

« World’ s oceans break June heat record: EU monitor (2026-07-01 05:14)

Global average sea surface temperatures in June were 20.98C, beating the previous records of
2023 and 2024.

* Some startups see opportunity in an aging Japan (2026-07-01 04:41)

The demographic challenges faced by the country could create demand for products that help
older people and support treatment.

* Mexico see off Ecuador to break 40-year World Cup curse (2026-07-01 04:23)

Mexico had not won a World Cup knockout game since 1986, when it last hosted the
tournament.

* Man indicted over livestreaming murder in Tokyo admits to charges during trial
(2026-07-01 04:21)

Kenichi Takano attacked Airi Sato as she was walking and livestreaming on a street in Tokyo last
March, stabbing her face and chest multiple times with a knife.

« China’ s export controls target Japan to split the Group of Seven (2026-07-01 03:17)

Why Japan and why now? Tokyo raised the first question itself: Chief Cabinet Secretary Minoru
Kihara protested that controls singling out Japan depart from international practice.

* Roadside land prices rise in popular Japanese tourist sites (2026-07-01 03:08)

Across the board, the prices of land facing major roads in Japan as of Jan. 1 went up by 2.9%,
marking a fifth consecutive year of increases.

* Panasonic targets further AI growth to build on record valuation (2026-07-01 03:06)

The Japanese electronics conglomerate is attracting renewed investor attention as a beneficiary
of the artificial-intelligence boom.

* Takaichi sets target for nominal GDP of $6.8 trillion in 2040 (2026-07-01 03:00)

The projections are in line with Cabinet Office estimates based on the premise that the
government's growth strategy is successfully implemented over the next 14 years.

- Taiwan’ s aging seaweed harvesters hope younger women will wade in (2026-07-01 02:55)

There are no more than four women in the Magang fishing village in Taiwan who still regularly
collect Gelidium algae, and all of them are in their 70s or older.

* Why is the yen so weak and what can Japan do about it? (2026-07-01 02:38)
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The yen has tumbled past a 40-year low against the U.S. dollar, prompting the Japanese
government to vow "appropriate action at any time."

« U.K. defense plan blows £5 billion hole in Burnham’ s budget (2026-07-01 02:23)

How Andy Burnham will approach defense is a topic of intense speculation as Westminster
prepares for him to assume leadership of the governing Labour Party as soon as July 17.

« Samsung and SK Hynix" s mega South Korea chips gamble tests optimism of Al cycle
(2026-07-01 02:23)

The tech giants won praise from President Lee Jae Myung after throwing their weight behind the
government's semiconductor push.

* Clippers dealing Kawhi Leonard back to Raptors (2026-07-01 02:02)

The deal, pending  physicals, will send Leonard back to the franchise he led to the 2019 NBA
championship.

* Japan’ s opposition faces a make-or-break choice over wider integration (2026-07-01
02:01)

The Centrist Reform Alliance has yet to fully convince the public of its significance, said senior
opposition lawmaker Masayo Tanabu.

« Japan’ s manufacturer mood improves to highest level since 2018 (2026-07-01 01:54)

Inflation expectations climbed, supporting the Bank of Japan's stance to keep raising interest
rates.

* Serena Williams beaten at Wimbledon in first singles match in four years (2026-07-01
01:51)

Williams has captured the imagination of the sports world with her sensational comeback, but
there was no storybook chapter to add to her astonishing career.

* CIA chief compares cutting-edge Al to nuclear weapons (2026-07-01 01:50)

John Ratcliffe's comments form a tacit defense of Washington's recent hard line on controlling
the release of the most powerful Al technology.

« Failed World Cup bet sinks South Korean media giant’ s Disney dream (2026-07-01 01:46)

A South Korean content powerhouse's mistimed global expansion and ill-judged bets on World
Cup soccer and Olympic rights ended up derailing its dream.

* Birds’ nests of fiber-optic cables show war’ s impact on Ukraine (2026-07-01 01:43)

The nests demonstrate how the more than 4-year-old conflict is reshaping the natural
environment, researchers say.
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* Mbappe and Haaland fire France and Norway into World Cup last 16 (2026-07-01 01:39)

Kylian Mbappe took his tally for the tournament to six goals, making him joint top-scorer
alongside Lionel Messi.

* Toyota sets up manufacturing joint venture with U.S. air taxi-maker Joby (2026-07-01
01:23)

The joint venture is part of a growing partnership between the carmaker and Joby, which makes
electric vertical takeoff and landing vehicles.

* Anti-migrant protests draw thousands across South Africa (2026-07-01 01:14)

The protests have stoked fears of xenophobic violence on a scale that erupted in South Africa in
2008, when 62 people were killed in a wave of attacks.

*Yen' sslide puts market on lookout for Japan’ s next red line (2026-07-01 01:14)

Strategists have increasingly pointed to ¥163 and beyond as the next levels to watch.

« Kura Sushi to accelerate U.S. growth to fend off rivals’ expansion (2026-07-01 01:01)

The chain is targeting about 300 locations in the U.S. over the longer term, keeping a pace of
20% growth in store numbers each year, its U.S. operations CEO has said.

* Trump reports at least $1.4 billion in 2025 crypto earnings (2026-07-01 00:52)

The crypto haul was by far the largest source of U.S. President Donald Trump's income,
according to his latest annual financial disclosure.

* Venezuela quake death toll nears 2,000 as aftershocks ease (2026-07-01 00:50)

Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado, who is stuck in Panama after unsuccessful attempts
to reenter the country, has vowed to return as quickly as possible.

* U.S. Supreme Court backs birthright citizenship in blow to Trump (2026-07-01 00:35)

In response, the U.S. president said on social media "we could easily make it up in Congress
through Legislation."

* Turkey says NATO adjusting to security landscape, U.S. not withdrawing (2026-06-30 23:10)

Turkey has NATO's second-largest army and has developed one of the world's leading defense
industries.

* Next NATO summit in Albania in doubt amid U.S. reluctance and low defense spending
(2026-06-30 23:09)

The move comes as European NATO members seek to show Washington that they have made
progress on defense spending pledges.
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* Japan Times 1976: Ex-Prime Minister Tanaka arrested (2026-06-30 23:00)

From Tanaka's dramatic arrest to the Akashi stampede, Japan confronted tragedy and
accountability.

- Iran says it won’ t meet with U.S. envoys, clouding prospects for peace deal (2026-06-30
22:11)

Tehran also said the two sides must still sort out the terms of a ceasefire before addressing
topics, such as its nuclear program.

« Takaichi’ s new BOJ board pick signals tame view on inflation (2026-06-30 12:34)

Ayano Sato begins her five-year term just two weeks after the BOJ raised its benchmark interest
rate to the highest level in 31 years.

* JAL fraudulently receives subsidies for state project (2026-06-30 12:32)

The major Japanese airline plans to return the subsidies, totaling about ¥280 million. The
misconduct may date back to 2022.

* Aflac Japan reports data breach affecting over 4 million customers (2026-06-30 11:40)

For about 230,000 customers, information about premium payment accounts was also
compromised.

* Labor ministry official convicted over stalking and trespassing (2026-06-30 11:12)

Tokyo District Court handed down its ruling on Atsushi Takabayashi, 39, who had been on leave
since his indictment.

* Japan nears longest postwar growth even as households struggle (2026-06-30 10:53)

The government kept its view that the economy is "recovering moderately," signaling the
expansion still has room to run.

* Police investigate suspected fatal bear attack in Aomori Prefecture (2026-06-30 09:14)

Authorities said that a man found dead on a mountain may have been attacked by a bear.

* Japan adopts bill to revise Imperial House Law (2026-06-30 08:58)
The government aims to enact the bill during the ongoing Diet session, currently scheduled to
end on July 17.

« Japan to invest ¥150 billion in Rakuten’ s domestic satellite project (2026-06-30 08:22)

The investment is part of a push to develop a homegrown satellite network and to reduce
Starlink's dominance in the field.
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* Japan to see price hikes for 2,566 food items in July (2026-06-30 08:14)

Higher crude oil and naphtha prices have pushed up the costs of packaging and raw materials,
leading to price increases mainly for processed foods like instant noodles.

« Spain’ s war on football piracy is breaking the internet (2026-06-30 08:11)

LaLiga's aggressive campaign against sports piracy knocks out thousands of websites in Spain as
collateral damage every weekend.

« Japan’ s food waste falls to lowest on record in fiscal 2024 (2026-06-30 08:11)

The food waste amount dropped by 30,000 tons from the previous year to 4.61 million tons in
2024, decreasing for a third consecutive year.

* Will Takaichi invoke 60-day rule to pass controversial bills? (2026-06-30 07:21)

The ruling coalition aims to pass bills to trim Lower House seats and establish the concept of a
secondary capital in the current session of parliament, which ends in three weeks.

* Japan announces aid for domestic Al development project (2026-06-30 07:11)

The industry ministry aims to help the country catch up with the United States and China in Al
technology.

* Is the tide turning against Russia in Ukraine? (2026-06-30 07:10)

There is no guarantee that Putin will seek a negotiated freeze in the Ukraine conflict, not least
because he might not grasp the situation Russia is in.

* Anti-migrant politics sparking resurgence of racism in the U.K., polls suggest (2026-06-30
06:52)

A focus on crimes committed by members of ethnic minorities by right-wing activists and
politicians has tapped into tensions over national identity and immigration.

« Russia’ s small businesses pay the price of spiraling Ukraine war (2026-06-30 06:25)

Amid huge outlays on Moscow's war in Ukraine, tax rises, stubborn inflation and nervy
consumers are all weighing on Russian small companies.

» Morocco advances after penalty shootout win over Netherlands in Monterrey thriller
(2026-06-30 05:59)

Thousands of Morocco supporters erupted at the final whistle in the last World Cup match to be
played in Monterrey.

* Takaichi tops 2025 income rankings for Japan party heads (2026-06-30 05:18)

The prime minister earned ¥36.41 million in 2025 while the average income among nine party
leaders stood at ¥24.53 million.
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* LDP’ s flag desecration bill clears Lower House (2026-06-30 04:58)

Under the bill, desecrating the flag is punishable by up to two years of imprisonment or a fine
of up to ¥200,000.

« Japan’ s factory output rises as Iran fallout stays manageable (2026-06-30 04:44)

The government says it can secure enough crude oil through March 2028 by cultivating
alternative procurements to the Strait of Hormuz.

* Taiwan opposition pitches $7.5 billion drone plan after stalling government bid
(2026-06-30 04:27)

The debate is being closely watched because use of unmanned systems elsewhere has shown
how the technology can be leveraged to defend against larger adversaries.

* Life inside Japan’ s largest prison for women (2026-06-30 04:24)

Tochigi Prison, which houses 456 inmates, is a microcosm of what female prisons across the
nation are facing, from a rising foreign population to mental health issues.

* Taiwan raids Super Micro in widening China chip smuggling probe (2026-06-30 04:12)

The raids mark an expansion of Taiwan's first public crackdown on artificial intelligence chip
diversion after years of pressure from Washington.

* More than a boundary: Why Japan-Philippines maritime talks matter for China (2026-06-30
04:10)

Beijing says the talks infringe on maritime rights it claims through Taiwan and sees discussions
as part of a broader effort by Manila and Tokyo to deepen strategic coordination.

* Japan to revise its Arctic policy as region’ s geopolitical importance grows (2026-06-30
03:32)

The Arctic region is becoming increasingly important for national security as China and Russia
intensify their activities.

* Blazers acquire Ja Morant in 3-player deal with Grizzlies (2026-06-30 03:27)

The Trail Blazers acquired the two-time All-Star in exchange for Jerami Grant and Kris Murray.

* Mizuho and SMFG fuel record Japanese corporate bond sales overseas (2026-06-30 03:01)

The surge in issuance in overseas currencies is in part being fueled by the depreciating yen,
which slid to its weakest level against the dollar since 1986 this week.

* Naomi Osaka serves up a fashion slam at Wimbledon (2026-06-30 02:51)
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Osaka, the 14th-seeded player and former world No. 1, did her walk-on in an all-white look by
Hana Yagi, an independent Japanese designer, titled "Evolving Ceremony."

* Paraguay stuns Germany on penalties to reach World Cup last 16 (2026-06-30 02:28)

For the Germans, who had a goal disallowed in extra time, it was a bitter defeat and the first
time they lost a penalty shootout at a World Cup.

* Yodobashi-Ikebukuro commercial complex opens after full renovation (2026-06-30 02:10)

The building, which previously housed Sogo & Seibu's flagship Seibu Ikebukuro department
store, also houses sporting and variety goods stores and restaurants.

* Government launches panel to review foreign investment in Japanese companies
(2026-06-30 02:07)

The new body will conduct cross-ministerial reviews with the aim of preventing leaks of
technology and information critical to national security.

* New CDC leaders vow to boost skeleton staff left after DOGE cuts (2026-06-30 01:56)

Over the last 18 months, about a quarter of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention staff left
or were cut by Elon Musk's Department of Government Efficiency.

« Godiva’ s Japan lenders agree on 9-month loan extension (2026-06-30 01:52)

The chocolate maker posted a net loss of about ¥30 billion for the year ended December 2025.

« LDP’ s Hirofumi Nakasone regrets remark on Princess Aiko (2026-06-30 01:40)

In a speech in Toyama Prefecture on Sunday, the lawmaker added that no one would marry the
princess if she were to succeed to the throne while unmarried.

* Burnham vows to grow economy by taking powers out of London (2026-06-30 01:38)

The prime minister hopeful says Britain is "stuck in a rut" with output held back by a "stark
imbalance in resources between national government and local government."

* South African police on high alert before antimigrant protests (2026-06-30 01:34)

The demonstrations set to take place are the culmination of weeks of protests that have
displaced thousands of mainly African expatriates.

* Israel-Lebanon deal may entrench stalemate rather than end war, analysts say
(2026-06-30 01:22)

The security deal between Israel and Lebanon includes something few see as workable:
Hezbollah's disarmament, which no Lebanese government has the power to enforce.

* Survivors decry slow aid after deadly Venezuela quakes (2026-06-30 01:16)
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Miracle rescues are increasingly rare and the death toll hit more than 1,700 on Monday.

« Putin’ s closest ally tested as Minsk resists deeper war role (2026-06-30 01:10)

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko has publicly warned Russian officials against efforts
to pull his country into the conflict with Ukraine.

* Alibaba and Tencent dropped by DC lobbyists to comply with U.S. curbs (2026-06-30 01:06)

Under a new law, the Defense Department will be barred from working with any company
represented by lobbyists who also work for entities blacklisted by the Pentagon.

« How a Thai teen’ s night at a Pattaya beach ended in death (2026-06-30 01:05)

A middle-aged Australian man has been arrested following the discovery of the body of the
17-year-old girl, which was found stuffed inside a suitcase dumped near a railway track.

* Iran ratchets up talk of controlling Hormuz ahead of new talks (2026-06-30 00:47)

That stance will add to the pressure around the next round of talks, which the U.S. has said are
set to take place in Qatar on Tuesday.

* Japan pays price again for retreating against Brazil (2026-06-29 23:53)

Considering its World Cup debut was 1998, Japan has done incredibly well to assert itself as
Asia's preeminent soccer behemoth, but it has always missed that one final touch.

* Yen hits 40-year low against the dollar (2026-06-29 23:07)

The currency finally broke through the ¥161.96 mark against the dollar after trading near that
level for about a week.

* Keiko Fujimori leads Peru’ s presidential race after official count concludes (2026-06-29
22:28)
The final tally shows the conservative Fujimori with a lead of 50.135% to leftist Roberto Sanchez,
who had 49.865%.
+ U.S. and Iran negotiators head to Doha, but meeting uncertain (2026-06-29 22:24)
U.S. President Donald Trump is sending his son-in-law Jared Kushner and his envoy Steve

Witkoff to lead the negotiating team, according to his press secretary Karoline Leavitt.

+ Japan falls in gut-wrenching fashion as Brazil strikes late to win World Cup clash
(2026-06-29 18:52)

Gabriel Martinelli's winner in the 95th minute came at the end of a tense match and was the
latest winning goal in normal time of a World Cup knockout game since 1966.

* Reform panel calls for easing data center building standards (2026-06-29 11:13)
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The panel's proposal urged the government to exclude lithium-ion batteries from the
restrictions by introducing safety standards for batteries.

* World Cup offers chance to find right broadcasting balance for fans in Japan (2026-06-29
09:39)

The diversification of broadcasting methods for soccer, such as online streaming, could be a
potential for further growth for the sport.

* Thai mother sentenced for trafficking daughter to Tokyo sex trade (2026-06-29 09:32)

The mother entered Japan with her daughter in June last year on the pretext of sightseeing
before abandoning the girl at the massage parlor, according to a court in Bangkok.

« Government vows to fight suit on bail denials for Ohkawara adviser (2026-06-29 09:18)

The state called for the suit filed by three family members of Shizuo Aishima, who died in 2021
at age 72, to be dismissed.

* Prosecutors seek life sentence over 2013 Ohsho president murder (2026-06-29 09:08)

The defendant, Yukio Tanaka, is accused of shooting Takayuki Ohigashi, the Ohsho president
who was 72 at the time, to death in Kyoto.

* Australia gives regulator more power to pursue Big Tech over under-16 social media ban
(2026-06-29 08:21)

The move comes as evidence suggests children are still able to access the platforms six months
after the world-first restrictions took effect in December.

* Singer and actor Kazuya Kamenashi to marry Minami Tanaka (2026-06-29 08:19)
The pair added that Tanaka is pregnant with their first child.

« Starbucks Korea marketing debacle is far from over (2026-06-29 08:15)

Last month's debacle, broadly perceived as mocking the victims of a brutal military crackdown,
was not caused by front-of-house staff.

« Trump’ s march of folly in Iran (2026-06-29 08:08)

It did not occur to the Trump administration that Iran would have a plan: retaliate with
long-range strikes and close the Strait of Hormuz.

* When killing the messenger becomes a strategy of war (2026-06-29 08:05)

Record journalist deaths in Gaza raise urgent questions about war, accountability and the
targeting of reporters.

* Toyota sales drop again in May as Iran conflict hits output (2026-06-29 07:55)
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Toyota's global sales in May, including those of subsidiary Daihatsu, fell 7.4% from a year earlier
to 885,207 units.

* Prediction markets emerge in Japan, with shopping vouchers (2026-06-29 07:41)

New homegrown startups are finding ways to skirt regulations.

* Japan to stop focusing on public works cost effectiveness (2026-06-29 07:05)

The government will shift its focus to an overall assessment that places an emphasis on basic
functions to protect lives and livelihoods, under annual guidelines due next month.

* Burnham to pledge sweeping devolution in bid to become U.K. PM (2026-06-29 06:58)

The former Greater Manchester mayor will set out on Monday how he'd "lift Britain back up" by
handing more decision making powers to local authorities.

* Australia and Vanuatu agree deal after impasse over China ties (2026-06-29 06:53)

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and his Vanuatu counterpart, Jotham Napat, signed
the Nakamal Agreement in Canberra on Monday.

* Japan looking to upset Brazil at World Cup without injured Takefusa Kubo (2026-06-29
06:52)

Japan finished second to the Netherlands in Group F with a win  over overmatched Tunisia
and two draws.

« Japan calls China Coast Guard moves in its EEZ near Yonaguni ‘unacceptable’
(2026-06-29 06:45)

The unusual moves follow an agreement between Japan and the Philippines last month to
launch maritime border delimitation talks, which overlap with areas claimed by Beijing.

* England test captain Ben Stokes to retire from international cricket (2026-06-29 06:27)

When the news was announced at Trent Bridge on Sunday it drew a standing ovation from the
crowd.

* Japanese banks offer loans secured by future growth potential (2026-06-29 06:21)

The system is designed to make it easier for companies to get loans without putting up land,
factories or other assets as collateral or individual managers as joint guarantors.

« More facilities in Japan placing sanitary bins in men’ s restrooms (2026-06-29 06:05)

The need to change pads and adult diapers has become a daily concern for some men as not
only older people, but also some cancer patients can experience incontinence.
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* Two hospitals in Japan to conduct pig-to-human kidney transplant clinical trials in 2028
(2026-06-29 06:04)

The startup spun out of Meiji University said it would aim to obtain production and marketing
authorization after confirming their safety through the trials.

* As recoveries rise, doctors are finally learning how Bundibugyo Ebola behaves (2026-06-29
05:51)

The number of recoveries reported by Congolese health authorities almost doubled in a week,
even as treatment centers admit dozens of patients daily.

« Cape Verde, Africa’ s outlier in LGBTQ+ tolerance (2026-06-29 05:49)

The archipelago is currently the most welcoming country in Africa for the LGBTQ+ community,
ahead of South Africa, according to Equaldex.

« ‘T" Iljustdie on theisland’ : Some in Okinawa to resist evacuation (2026-06-29 05:45)

For many older people on Okinawa's remote islands, Taiwan contingency plans do not
necessarily guarantee their safety, while some are scarred by memories of World War II.

* Does a new arsenal of deterrence run through Japan? (2026-06-29 05:42)

A spate of defense deals have highlighted Japan's emergence as a potentially key manufacturing
base for the Indo-Pacific region.

« Asia’ s vendors grapple with rising costs of ever-present plastics (2026-06-29 04:47)

Vendors say they do not have a practical alternative to the plastic products they use on a daily
basis.

* Kushner-linked protests reveal depth of anger at Albanian leaders (2026-06-29 04:44)

The rallies are unprecedented in a country that has experienced periods of significant political
and economic turmoil since the fall of communism in 1992.

*« GIC’ s Tokyo property said to draw $1.4 billion bid by Kenedix (2026-06-29 04:15)

Kenedix submitted a bid of around ¥230 billion ($1.4 billion) for office floors owned by GIC in
Pacific Century Place Marunouchi, sources said.

* China blacklists more Japanese entities as row deepens (2026-06-29 04:02)

The move is the latest by Beijing to tighten restrictions on firms and entities it claims are tied to
Tokyo's "remilitarization."

« Japan’ s fertility system offers few safe paths for same-sex couples (2026-06-29 03:55)

LGBTQ+ people in Japan face such limited fertility treatment options, they could ultimately be
deprived of the right to safely start a family.
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* South Korean president blasts coach and soccer leaders after early World Cup exit
(2026-06-29 03:49)

Social media posts showing shops with signs banning the South Korea coach  from the
premises have gone viral in the country.

* Pakistan carries out deadly airstrikes in eastern Afghanistan (2026-06-29 03:23)

Islamabad said its operations had targeted militants as the Afghan government reported dozens
of civilian casualties.

« Thai beer dynasty feud casts spotlight on ‘ungrateful child’ law (2026-06-29 03:21)

The law enables parents to revoke gifts if their offspring are deemed ungrateful, physically
abusive, neglectful in old age or responsible for serious reputational harm.

* Train derails at Kyoto Station, with no injuries reported (2026-06-29 03:08)

Kintetsu Railway is investigating the cause after two cars on a local train derailed Monday
morning.

«Japan’ s retail sales rise for third month on wage gains and subsidies (2026-06-29 03:04)

The 1.9% month-on-month advance was led by sales of vehicles, pharmaceuticals and cosmetics.

* South Korean president to unveil massive Al and chip investment drive (2026-06-29 02:49)

The announcement would mark Lee Jae Myung's boldest push yet to align South Korea's Al and
chip ambitions with his pledge to the country's narrow regional disparities.

* Stephen Eustaquio scores dramatic goal in stoppage time as Canada reaches last 16
(2026-06-29 02:46)

Canada will next face either the Netherlands or Morocco on July 4 in Houston for a place in the
quarterfinals.

+ Ugandan army chief shuts down main independent media group (2026-06-29 02:28)

Nation Media Group's television station NTV Uganda and Daily Monitor newspaper will remain
closed until further notice, Uganda's army chief said in a series of posts on X.

* Father and son rescued after four days under rubble of Venezuela’ s quakes (2026-06-29
02:20)

Their discovery gives hope to rescue workers racing against the clock to find more survivors.

* Israelis and Palestinians deeply divided over sacred shrine in Hebron (2026-06-29 02:16)

The Cave of the Patriarchs is split into an area for Jews and one for Muslims, each with a
separate entrance.
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* Cabinet Office refreshes guidelines for municipalities to prepare for major quakes
(2026-06-29 02:09)

The new standards clarify methods for estimating the number of first-aid staff and ambulances
needed for relief operations.

* Prabowo risks prompt global banks to pull cash out of Indonesia (2026-06-29 02:07)

Some banks decided to curb exposure to Indonesia as they became increasingly concerned over
the country's policy direction that has dented foreign investors' confidence.

* Sendai Airport chief confident a decade after privatization (2026-06-29 01:58)

Sendai International Airport was the first to have been privatized among airports managed by
the Japanese government.

* For sale on Facebook: monkeys, rhino horn and dead pangolins (2026-06-29 01:55)

A recent report by conservationist organizations accuses Meta of hosting and effectively
encouraging the world's "largest single known illegal wildlife trade market."

* Serena Williams looking forward to enjoyable and nervous return to Wimbledon
(2026-06-29 01:50)

The 44-year-old American will face Australia's Maya Joint in the first round on Centre Court on
Tuesday, marking her first appearance at Wimbledon since 2022.

* BlueBay sees near-term risk in Japan Al stocks followed by rally (2026-06-29 01:45)

Al-related shares are likely to correct over the next two months but the sector may rebound
next year on the prospect of favorable U.S. policy measures, says one portfolio manager.

* World Cup pits Adidas and Nike in fight for soccer street cred (2026-06-29 01:28)

With the ambush marketing of reintroducing a vintage jersey in March, Adidas is playing up
soccer's off-field appeal to score points in its perpetual battle with Nike.

« Russia will press on in Ukraine regardless of Kyiv' s proposals, Putin says (2026-06-29
01:24)

The Russian president maintains that Ukrainian strikes on Russian infrastructure do not affect
the situation on the front lines.

* Critical rescue window closing in Venezuela as quake death toll nears 1,500 (2026-06-29
01:21)

Emergency teams are searching for any remaining survivors after twin earthquakes caused
nearly 200 buildings to completely collapse.
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* Facing China, one Taiwan Coast Guard officer draws strength from the gods (2026-06-29
01:10)

Off duty, Yeh Chih-sheng is an assistant priest. On duty, he is part of Taipei's maritime front line
as China asserts its claim of sovereignty over the island.

* What Yokoze can teach Japan about rural revival (2026-06-29 01:00)

Faced with the same demographic pressures confronting other towns, Yokoze is experimenting
with a different approach.

« Chinese spies and smuggled drugs fuel Takaichi’ s security push (2026-06-29 00:41)

Across a range of industries, Japan's economic-security vulnerabilities have been on display in a
slew of recent incidents.

* U.K. grid issues another supply warning as heat tests network (2026-06-29 00:37)

The alert underscores the new extremes the grid must adapt to: in this case, a surge in cooling
demand coinciding with low wind generation and reduced nuclear output.

« Trump’ s U-turn on Iran sanctions would unravel decades of curbs (2026-06-28 22:17)

Iran is one of the most sanctioned nations on Earth but Washington is attempting a stunning
reversal to open the Strait of Hormuz, lower energy prices and end its unpopular war.

« U.K.” s likely next leader Burnham to unveil plan to shift power from London (2026-06-28
22:09)

Burnham is currently the only declared candidate to take over from Starmer and could be
installed in Downing Street within weeks.

* Iran and U.S. agree to halt attacks and renew talks, Axios reports (2026-06-28 22:08)

A return to diplomacy would follow days of strikes and counterstrikes since an Iranian projectile
hit a cargo vessel in the Strait of Hormuz on Thursday.

* Inside Japan’ s rigid adoption system, a British family finds a way (2026-06-28 22:00)
Beyond the paperwork and the language barrier, James Benstead says the hardest part about
adopting in Japan was the waiting.

« Ukraine can’ t afford a breakup with Poland over history (2026-06-28 15:17)

This is reckless statecraft at the service of domestic politics on both sides — only Poland isn't at
war.

« A Taiwan crisis and America’ s faltering industrial base (2026-06-28 15:14)

Weaknesses in the U.S. defense industrial base no longer represent a mere economic issue;
they now pose an immediate strategic vulnerability.
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* France has 1,000 excess deaths as heat wave sweeps across Europe (2026-06-28 11:51)

Of the deaths recorded since Wednesday, 85% were people aged 65 or higher

- India’ s gig workers pay the price for exposure to New Delhi’ s hazardous air
(2026-06-28 09:15)

The country's e-commerce industry runs on the efforts of millions of gig workers, but their
health is at stake as Indian cities struggle to improve air quality.

* A French ship with close ties to Japan combines arts and sciences on the high seas
(2026-06-28 09:14)

With research on microplastics and the health of coral reefs, the crew of the Tara are making a
difference as the world's environmental issues mount.

+ Canada sends trade mission to Japan in diversification effort (2026-06-28 08:42)

Canada is looking to increase trade with Japan by leveraging its abundant natural resources, as
well as its strengths in artificial intelligence and agricultural products.

* Japan and India to set up task force on LNG stockpiling (2026-06-28 08:01)
Japan and India hope to strengthen cooperation in the field of energy security to prepare for
future risks of supply disruptions.

« Former manager Philippe Troussier feels Japan can compete with Brazil (2026-06-28 08:00)
Troussier was hired to prepare Japan for the 2002 World Cup on home soil at a time when the

country was a minnow on the international stage.

* The spotless World Cup stadium and the ‘unseen sink’ (2026-06-28 07:14)

OECD data place Japanese men among the least domestically active in the developed world.
* Uruguay federation reportedly cancels charter flight after World Cup exit (2026-06-28
06:58)

The players were left to take commercial flights home.

 Koizumi holds rare talks in Seoul with South Korean defense chief (2026-06-28 05:51)

Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi and his counterpart, Ahn Gyu-back, held the first talks in
South Korea between the countries' defense chiefs in 11 years.

* International workshop on Fukushima nuclear accident held in Futaba (2026-06-28 05:31)

A total of about 140 nuclear regulatory officials and experts, including those from the United
States and France, took part in the workshop.
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* Heavyweight king Oleksandr Usyk gave hope to Ukrainians through boxing triumphs
(2026-06-28 05:25)

Usyk has been undisputed world champion at both cruiserweight and heavyweight and boasts
an unblemished record of 25 victories — including 16 knockouts — in as many fights.

« China’ s bull wrestlers fight to keep tradition alive (2026-06-28 05:15)

Bull-wrestling was brought to Jiaxing by Hui Muslim migrants and evolved from a herding skill
into a folk competition.

* Where are they? Dogs disappear before South Korea meat ban (2026-06-28 05:14)

For activists, the change in law will not only end the consumption of dogs, but also a "
long-standing loophole" around their treatment.

* Two furry siblings seek their forever home (2026-06-28 05:10)

Two of four kittens that were rescued in Tsukuba, Ibaraki Prefecture, Fujin and Izanagi are most
likely siblings and would like to be adopted together.

* Akihiro Miwa, iconic Japanese singer and actor, dies at 91 (2026-06-28 03:57)

Miwa was best known for the hit song "Yoitomake no Uta" and his acclaimed stage performance
in "Black Lizard."

* Donations help preserve tsunami-ravaged school in Miyagi Prefecture (2026-06-28 03:30)

The donations were collected through a campaign by families who lost loved ones when a
tsunami struck Okawa Elementary School in March 2011.

* LGBTQ+ families are building lives Japanese lawmakers still struggle to see (2026-06-28
03:21)

Japan does not offer same-sex couples the same legal rights and benefits granted to married
couples.

* Japan aims to reduce annual heatstroke deaths to below 1,000 (2026-06-28 01:27)
The government plans to reduce annual heatstroke deaths to below 1,000 as extreme heat
pushes the five-year average above 1,500.
* Shrinking Lower House by 45 seats to hit smaller parties hard (2026-06-28 01:03)
Debates on the LDP-JIP bill are slated to start Monday at a political reform special committee of
the Lower House.
* Spent nuclear fuel storage rate reaches up to 90% of capacity at some Japan reactors
(2026-06-28 00:50)

A total of 15 reactors at nine plants have been restarted since the 2011 Fukushima disaster.
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* Brazil and Japan head into World Cup clash looking to settle old scores (2026-06-28 00:27)

The fixture also carries a deeper historical thread, as Brazil has long been a reference point for
Japanese soccer, a relationship embodied by former Japan manager Zico.

* Japan embrace ‘underdog mentality’ for World Cup clash against Brazil (2026-06-27
23:59)

Japan, considered by some to be an outsider to go far at the tournament in North America, beat
Carlo Ancelotti's side 3-2 in a home friendly in October.

* Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic says he will resign within weeks (2026-06-27 23:43)

The announcement by Vucic, who has been in power as president or prime minister for 12
years, came amid demonstrations after the deadly collapse of an awning at a train station.

+ U.S. and Iran clash, putting fragile deal under growing strain (2026-06-27 23:36)

Each of the warring sides has accused the other of violating the agreement reached two weeks
ago to end the 4-month-old conflict.

* Venezuela quakes kill almost 1,500, with millions more in need (2026-06-27 23:17)

Facing public outrage at the response by local officials, Venezuela's U.S.-backed interim leader
Delcy Rodriguez thanked other countries for the outpouring of aid.

* Chinese and Russian bombers, fighter jet stage joint patrol near Japan (2026-06-27 23:17)

China's Defense Ministry said the flight demonstrated the two countries' "resolve and capability
to jointly safeguard regional peace and stability."

* More temperature records shattered in Europe as deadly heat wave moves east
(2026-06-27 23:16)
Preliminary all-time temperature records were set on Saturday in Germany, Denmark and the
Czech Republic, and a new mark for the month of June in Switzerland.
* Hezbollah rejects deal with Israel, which expects ‘extended stay’ in Lebanon
(2026-06-27 23:15)
Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz insisted that the country's troops would be able to stay in
Lebanon so long as Hezbollah remained armed.
« In Kyushu’ s far south, Senti.U sparks a culinary destination (2026-06-27 23:05)
Drawn by the quality of Kanoya's local produce, chef Yasuhiko Uchida relocated to the Osumi

Peninsula. Now, his restaurant is a shining example of Kagoshima's culinary appeal.

* Smash tacos with bear-approved veggies (2026-06-27 23:00)
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Alpine leeks are a forageable example of the "sansai" (wild edible plants) that make springtime
a bounty of flavors across Japan's countryside — for humans and bear-kind alike.

* Magnitude 6.1 earthquake strikes off coast of Iwate (2026-06-27 21:57)

The quake registered a lower 5 on the Japanese seismic intensity scale of 7 in Hachinohe,
Aomori Prefecture. No tsunami warning was issued.

* Naomi Osaka retires from Bad Homburg final due to injury days before Wimbledon
(2026-06-27 21:08)

The Japanese No. 6 seed battled through an ankle injury in the first set but signaled she would
be unable to continue one game into the second set.

* How a private collection of queer books becomes a cultural hot spot (2026-06-27 17:15)

Tokyo's queer-focussed bookstore Loneliness Books is a space for encounters and events for
everyone, LGBTQ+ community and allies.

* Should we fear an Al bubble bust? (2026-06-27 09:49)

Recent swings in tech stocks are reviving fears of an Al bubble — and some experts warn that if
it pops, the fallout could be bigger than anything Wall Street has ever seen.

* Japan to draw up energy-related package by end of August (2026-06-27 08:54)

Industry minister Ryosei Akazawa has been tasked with drawing up an action plan to address
the energy risks that became apparent amid the Middle East conflict.

* Senior LDP lawmaker and South Korean president agree to work on boosting ties
(2026-06-27 08:07)

"I would like to facilitate close communication at various levels (with South Korea)," Ryota
Takeda told reporters after the meeting.

* Brazil’ s Rayan cramming for Japan test in World Cup knockout stage (2026-06-27 06:30)

The five-time champion faces the Asian side in the round of 32 in Houston on Monday.

* KHI and Airbus eye cooperation on Japanese variant of Eurodrone (2026-06-27 05:23)

Kawasaki Heavy Industries has signed a preliminary deal with Airbus to cooperate on a possible
Japanese anti-submarine version of a European defense drone.

« Anthropic’ s Mythos 5 Al model cleared by U.S. for wider use (2026-06-27 03:23)

The clearance eases a confrontation that erupted two weeks ago when the government abruptly
barred Anthropic from giving foreign nationals access to Mythos 5 and a related model.

* Germany could revive conscription by mid-2027, senior lawmaker says (2026-06-27 03:11)
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Berlin is looking to revamp its army and has committed to increase its troop strength to at least
260,000 soldiers — up from the current 185,000 — by 2035.

* Two tropical storms bring heavy rains to parts of Japan (2026-06-27 03:00)

The Japan Meteorological Agency also issued Level 4 landslide warnings for Tokyo's Izu Oshima
as well as some areas of Shizuoka, Kanagawa and Chiba prefectures.

« An analyst’ s missed remark surfaced in deadly Iran school strike probe (2026-06-27
02:33)

An analyst's missed remarks and U.S. intelligence systems that weren't connected to one
another are among the missteps that led to an airstrike on an Iranian school.

* Swiss glaciers facing drastic loss from heat wave (2026-06-27 02:22)

The snow and ice accumulated last winter by Switzerland's glaciers is expected to have all
melted away by Monday.

« Ukraine’ s Crimea attacks expose limits of Putin’ s protection (2026-06-27 01:29)

Ukrainian drone and missile strikes are disrupting Russian logistics and supply routes to
Crimea, plunging the region into crisis as officials resort to emergency measures.

* Israel and Lebanon reach framework deal aiming to end conflict (2026-06-27 01:29)

Israel will maintain a "security zone" along the boundaries of the yellow line, which marks a
seized territory that stretches some 10 km into Lebanon from the Israeli border.

* Japan and India to set up framework for promoting biogas-run cars (2026-06-27 01:09)

The two sides will aim to increase the number of plants in India that manufacture methane
from fermented cow dung for compressed natural gas vehicles to 1,000.

«Japan ‘snow monkey’ park to cap visitors after overcrowding and bad behavior
(2026-06-27 01:09)

As the number of tourists snowballed, so did instances of bad behavior, such as trying to feed
or touch the monkeys.

* Trooper Salute marches to its own beat on dazzling debut album (2026-06-27 00:00)

The quintet's debut album "Tomogachi Ga Imashita," released on June 17, features an
impressive array of styles drawn from the band members' wide-ranging influences.

* Japan government to avoid deficit-covering bonds for food tax cut (2026-06-26 23:59)

The move to avoid the issuance of deficit-covering bonds follows a policy that Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi has consistently emphasized.
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* Venezuela quake crisis tests legitimacy of Delcy Rodriguez regime (2026-06-26 23:19)

As Rodriguez's administration races to rescue victims, restore infrastructure and secure
international assistance, the opposition is mounting its own support operation.

* Plane appears to crash into Beijing’ s tallest building (2026-06-26 23:18)

Video footage taken by witnesses showed what appeared to be part of a small plane on the
ground beside the building.

* Venezuela quake toll tops 900 as search intensifies for hundreds trapped (2026-06-26
23:18)

The government said 172 people remained trapped, 920 were dead and 3,360 injured, while a
website listed more than 50,000 people reported missing.

* U.S. strikes Iran in response to attack on cargo ship in Strait of Hormuz (2026-06-26 23:17)

U.S. Central Command said aircraft struck missile and drone storage locations and coastal radar
sites.

« ‘The colors speak for themselves’ : How Japan’ s chroma bible went global (2026-06-26
23:00)

Originally published as a six-volume series in the 1930s, "A Dictionary of Color Combinations"
has become a go-to for creatives in Japan and around the world.

* Strong earthquake jolts Yamanashi and Kanagawa amid landslide fears (2026-06-26 13:40)

The magnitude 5.6 quake came as two tropical storms neared the main island of Honshu, with
heavy rain falling in recent days and more to come over the weekend.

* Lower House committee approves flag bill in appeal to conservatives (2026-06-26 09:13)

The proposed law would prohibit publicly damaging, removing or defacing the national flag in a
way that "causes extreme discomfort or disgust to others."

* Japan mulls delaying minimum wage hike (2026-06-26 08:46)

Japan's average minimum hourly wages in fiscal 2025, which ended in March, stood at ¥1,121,
up 6.3% from the preceding year.

« Serena Williams’  return set to electrify Wimbledon (2026-06-26 08:45)

When 44-year-old Williams strides on to the Centre Court she once owned, there will be only
one story in town.

«Yen' s decline makes perfect sense to some analysts (2026-06-26 08:31)

They have started to wonder whether there is really much at all holding the currency up.
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* Fans take over iconic Shibuya Crossing as Japan reaches World Cup knockout round
(2026-06-26 07:53)

Fans watched in packed bars, cafes and even on the side of the road as the Samurai Blue
secured a second-place finish in Group F at the World Cup.

« Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu relishes chance to face ‘serious Brazil’ in knockout stage
(2026-06-26 07:52)

Japan advanced to the round of 32 as the runner-up in Group F.

« Takaichi’ s blueprint of women’ s policies focuses on menopause, education and
housekeepers (2026-06-26 06:56)

Support for women's health in different stages of life forms one of the main pillars of the
government plan.

* Heavy rain continues across country with two approaching tropical storms (2026-06-26
06:47)

Central Japan Railway said the Tokaido Shinkansen may be delayed or suspended Saturday,
while East Japan Railway warned of possible regular train line delays over the weekend.

 ‘Verystrong’ nuclear verification needed in Iran after war: IAEA head (2026-06-26
06:08)

The United States and Iran are negotiating a broader agreement to end the war, with Tehran's
nuclear program remaining one of the key sticking points.

« Japan enacts bill to add space operations into ASDF’ s fold (2026-06-26 05:23)

The renaming of the ASDF by the end of fiscal 2026, will mark the first name change for any
branch of the Self-Defense Forces since its establishment in 1954.

« ‘One Piece’ manga characters join Paris wax museum (2026-06-26 05:12)

The 10 wax dolls of the Straw Hat Crew members are the first Japanese anime characters to join
the Grevin Museum.

« Buzzcut backlash: AKB48 member’ s termination stirs online furor (2026-06-26 04:10)

Mei Hanada's response video to her termination from idol group AKB48 echoes a scandal
involving a different member of the pop outfit from 2013.

* MLB owners look to place limits on free-agent deals in latest proposal (2026-06-26 04:00)

The owners want to implement a maximum contract length of five years for all free agents who
switch teams, along with six years for players who re-sign with their existing teams.

* Names of prosecution inquest panel in Yamaguchi leaked (2026-06-26 03:42)
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Sources in the prosecutor's office said that a document naming the panel members was
mistakenly sent to a petitioner.

* Sony discontinues Japan sales of Aibo robot puppy (2026-06-26 03:26)

The first iteration of Aibo came out in 1999, followed by numerous models over the years.

« Takaichi’ s social media strategy tests old political norms (2026-06-26 03:15)

While traditional media outlets remain vital, the greatest merit of online platforms is "giving the
full context" in a timely manner, Takaichi's public affairs chief said.

* Nelly Korda maintains competitive mindset while pursuing rare heights (2026-06-26 03:14)

Twenty-seven points must be accumulated to earn a spot in the LGPA Hall of Fame, and Korda is
two points shy.

« The world should reject China’ s latest maritime power grab (2026-06-26 03:08)

The U.S. and international community must immediately reject that claim. Otherwise, Beijing
will interpret the silence as tacit acceptance.

* U.S. missile moves in Japan send China clear message: A new era has arrived (2026-06-26
03:04)

The planned longer-term presence of a U.S. midrange missile system in Japan, combined with
the fielding of other advanced weaponry, is complicating Chinese military planning.

« 59-year-old ‘King Kazu’ to continue playing with Fukushima United after extending loan
deal (2026-06-26 03:00)

Miura, popularly known as "King Kazu," joined Fukushima on loan from Yokohama FC at the end
of December and will remain with the )3 League club.

« Stellantis and Nissan in talks to buy assets from troubled Marelli (2026-06-26 02:57)

Marelli is going through a complex and lengthy restructuring process after filing for Chapter 11
bankruptcy one year ago.

* Britain and Switzerland break June temperature record as deadly heat wave grips Europe
(2026-06-26 02:52)

The early summer heat wave has killed dozens, disrupted power supplies, and closed schools
and cultural landmarks.

« Apparent senior member of ‘Luffy’ crime ring detained in Manila (2026-06-26 02:37)

The Tokyo Summary Court has issued an arrest warrant for Hideharu Inoue, 56, on suspicion of
theft.
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« Hormuz tolls  ‘unacceptable,” top U.S. envoy says after touring Gulf nations (2026-06-26
02:36)

Marco Rubio's comments came after Iran and Oman said earlier in the week that they were
working toward an agreement to jointly administer the Strait of Hormuz.

* Improper handling of secrets found at Cabinet Secretariat (2026-06-26 02:20)

Documents were stored inappropriately, such as being left in office drawers, instead of being
kept in lockable safes, according to a report.

* Expert witnesses demand amendment to retrial reform bill (2026-06-26 02:10)

The bill to revise the Code of Criminal Procedure limits the scope of evidence that courts may
order public prosecutors to submit to that related to an appeal for retrials.

* Three youths jailed over fatal assault of college student in Hokkaido (2026-06-26 02:08)

The case involved a 20-year-old student being beaten to death by six people in a park in 2024.

* Indo-Pacific name change unnerves many (2026-06-26 02:05)

Names reveal strategic priorities. Even if the area of responsibility has not been altered.

« Ferrari’ s Lewis Hamilton not ready to close door on Formula One title bid (2026-06-26
02:04)

Hamilton is second in the championship behind Mercedes' Kimi Antonelli.

* FIFA will allow rainbow flags at Egypt vs. Iran match at World Cup (2026-06-26 01:54)

Both countries' federations have stated objections to the so-called Pride Match.

* Ship struck in Strait of Hormuz as oil supertankers turn back again (2026-06-26 01:46)

The unidentified cargo ship was hit on its side and sustained damage to the bridge while it was
sailing to the southeast of Oman, U.K. Maritime Trade Operations said.

+ U.S.-Iran deal may leave Netanyahu as biggest casualty (2026-06-26 01:45)

Isolated abroad, constrained by his ally and vulnerable ahead of an autumn election, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu now finds his political future and legacy at risk.

* Takeda sees return to growth within three years, new CEO says (2026-06-26 01:43)

The company is targeting a return on equity of at least 5% over that time, Julie Kim said at her
first news conference after assuming the top job this week.

* Tokyo inflation picks up, keeping BOJ on track for further hike (2026-06-26 01:08)

The consumer price index excluding fresh food rose 1.6% in June from a year earlier in Japan's
capital.
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* What people around the world are getting wrong about climate change awareness
(2026-06-26 00:54)

The fourth World Risk Poll has reported the results of more than 143,000 interviews across 140
countries and territories, focusing on climate change concerns and awareness.

« Ebola scientists lack access to virus samples behind Congo’ s largest Bundibugyo
outbreak (2026-06-26 00:51)

The issue highlights growing disputes over pathogen sharing and the difficulty of moving
infectious materials across borders for research.

* Japan advances to World Cup knockout stage after draw with Sweden (2026-06-26 00:34)

Japan holds on to finish as the runner-up in Group F and book a meeting in the knockout stage
with five-time champion Brazil.

* On the streets and in hospitals, Venezuelans scramble to save lives after quake
(2026-06-26 00:31)

U.S. Geological Survey models suggested deaths could exceed 10,000 after two powerful
earthquakes wreaked havoc in and around the capital Caracas on Wednesday.

* No fuel, no sleep: Ukrainian strikes seek to cut off Crimea (2026-06-25 23:58)

"It's like some kind of psychological pressure: Every night there are drones, air alerts, it's
impossible to sleep," a 23-year-old resident of Crimea said.

« An implausible but engaging crime drama unfolds in  ‘Magical Secret Tour’ (2026-06-25
22:10)

In Chihiro Amano's "Magical Secret Tour," a trio of Japanese women becomes embroiled in a
scheme to smuggle gold from Singapore.

« ‘Unchained’ presents a grim portrait of a budding psychopath (2026-06-25 22:00)

Keisuke Yoshida's gritty drama concerns the misdeeds of a violent teenager and an ex-con's
efforts to rehabilitate him.

« Summer in Japan: The language and flavors of staying cool (2026-06-25 21:33)

From watermelon and shaved ice to riverside barbecues, discover how Japan stays cool while
temperatures soar.

* Poland and Ukraine’ s difficult history creates political minefield for Tusk (2026-06-25
12:00)

Polish sentiment toward Ukraine has grown increasingly negative in recent years due to
weariness with refugees, grain import disputes and the legacy of World War II killings.
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* As Europe roasts in a heat wave, Asia’ s air-con makers see robust business (2026-06-25
11:54)

Air conditioning is rare in Europe and people are struggling to stay cool as searing heat claims
lives, disrupts power supplies and shuts schools.

* Japan unveils multiyear framework as part of budget reform (2026-06-25 11:21)

The mechanism is expected to start next fiscal year and will be used to fund measures including
investments in economic security and crisis preparedness.

* Ghosn says calls for his Nissan return show investor anger over results (2026-06-25 11:17)

Ghosn led Nissan for nearly two decades and has lived in Lebanon since fleeing Japan in late
2019.

* Japan clears 18 officials to handle economic security info (2026-06-25 09:47)

The personnel were qualified under the security clearance assessment system based on the
law, which was enacted in May 2024.

* Cool Japan Fund may be scrapped by industry ministry after posting high losses
(2026-06-25 09:37)

The plan to end the Cool Japan Fund is being considered after its cumulative losses reached ¥54
billion in fiscal 2025.

* Kioxia plans new U.S. listing in spring, stock split at home (2026-06-25 09:22)

The supplier of NAND storage aims to take advantage of runaway demand for exposure to
Al-related semiconductor stocks.

+ Canadian defense minister says he discussed GCAP fighter with Japanese counterpart
(2026-06-25 09:21)

Canada's potential interest comes as the  program attracts attention from potential new
partners and a rival European fighter project has collapsed.

« ‘All the Lovers in the Night’ film adaptation brings ‘unstable beauty’ to the screen
(2026-06-25 09:00)

During the Cannes Film Festival, director Yukiko Sode and actors Yukino Kishii and Tadanobu
Asano reflected on the process of bringing Mieko Kawakami's novel to life.

* Japan enacts bill that sets numerical standards for dangerous driving (2026-06-25 08:57)

The bill stipulates the charge of dangerous driving be uniformly applied to accidents causing
death or injury by drivers exceeding the speed limit by over 50 kph on ordinary roads.
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« Japan rejects Chinese claim SDF  ‘harassed’ Chinese aircraft carrier group (2026-06-25
08:09)

The Defense Ministry in Tokyo said the accusations "are not true" and pledged to continue to "
professionally and diligently" monitor the waters and airspace around Japan.

* Cow tendons eyed as ligament material for ACL reconstruction surgery (2026-06-25 07:54)

One of the researchers involved hopes to eventually apply the cow-derived material to the
reconstruction of other ligaments in the knee, as well as in the ankle and inner elbow.

* Two storms approach Japan, with possible convergence complicating forecasts
(2026-06-25 07:34)

If Tropical Storm Mekkhala and Tropical Storm Higos meet, they could act unpredictably —
diverging, moving in succession, or merging into one storm.

* Emperor thanks Netherlands and Belgium for warm welcome (2026-06-25 07:30)

The imperial couple's visit included trips to a monument to the war dead in Amsterdam and a
semiconductor research center in Belgium.

* Japan’ s government blueprint nudges BOJ to fuel demand, clouding rates path
(2026-06-25 07:04)
The draft urges the Bank of Japan to align its decisions with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's

drive to reflate growth.

* Hajime Moriyasu praises Japan’ s teamwork as squad eyes spot in knockout stage
(2026-06-25 06:54)

With four points, the Japanese are likely to progress to the last 32 even if they lose to Sweden
on Thursday, but Moriyasu has his sights set on the top spot.

+ U.S. defense firm Anduril in talks for Nissan plant to build drones in Japan, sources say
(2026-06-25 06:29)

While sources say no decision has been made, any deal could transform one of Japan's first
large-scale postwar car factories into a weapons hub.

* Suspected attacker dies in crash after Gunma woman stabbed to death (2026-06-25 06:12)

A man who was believed to have fled the scene died in a car accident in neighboring Saitama
Prefecture later in the day.

« Anthropic accuses Alibaba of ‘illicitly’ accessing Al models (2026-06-25 06:02)
The U.S. Al developer had previously decided to keep its products out of China.

* Shohei Ohtani delivers on mound, at plate as Dodgers sweep Twins (2026-06-25 05:58)

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 88 — 2026-07-01


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/06/25/japan/defense-ministry-china-military-claims-reject/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/06/25/japan/science-health/acl-cow-tendons/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/06/25/japan/two-storms-forecast-unpredictable/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/06/25/japan/emperor-naruhito-netherlands-belgium/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/06/25/economy/japan-government-economic-blueprint-draft/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2026/06/25/soccer/world-cup/japan-moriyasu-teamwork-world-cup/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/06/25/us-defense-firm-nissan-oppama-plant-drones/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/06/25/japan/crime-legal/woman-stabbing-death-gunma/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/06/25/companies/anthropic-alibaba-illegal-access/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2026/06/25/baseball/ohtani-pitches-twins-win/

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

Mookie Betts went 3-for-4 with a double and a solo home run for Los Angeles, which completed
a three-game road sweep against the Twins.

* Reports of missing dementia sufferers in Japan fell in 2025 but remain high (2026-06-25
05:26)

Among those who were found, 139 were using location-tracking devices such as GPS or loss
prevention tags for safety purposes.

* Japan to review elderly driving test after higher accident rate (2026-06-25 05:15)

The rate of accidents caused by drivers who took the test was 2.8 times the level recorded for
those who were not subject to it, according to a study released Thursday.

* Brent oil erases wartime gains as Hormuz reopening boosts supply (2026-06-25 04:35)

The global benchmark pushed lower for a fourth session, dropping below $72.48 a barrel — its
pre-war closing price — before fluctuating around that level.

« Takaichi’ s smear video scandal shows Japan’ s digital campaign rules are behind curve
(2026-06-25 04:00)

The issue emerged when an outlet published that one of Takaichi's secretaries met with an
individual who participated in a smear campaign against rival candidates.

« Finland’ s secretive training course prepares its elite for war (2026-06-25 03:56)

Participants attend classified briefings and visit strategic facilities as well as government sites
normally closed to the public over a period of three to four weeks.

* Thai stock market thriving as surprise beneficiary of Al boom (2026-06-25 03:50)

While the country lacks the semiconductor champions of Taiwan or South Korea, investors are
increasingly recognizing its role in supplying the infrastructure behind Al

* Sony Pictures invests $100 million in giant-screen startup Cosm (2026-06-25 03:46)

Founded in 2020, Cosm serves food and offers seating that includes high-top tables and booths
designed to create a more social theater experience.

* Rate hikes needed every few months, hawkish BOJ board member says (2026-06-25 03:46)
While the remarks suggest another rate hike may come earlier than BOJ watchers expect, they
also show there is some caution around raising rates again in July.

* Carlo Ancelotti praises Vinicius Junior as Brazil tops Scotland to win Group C (2026-06-25

03:38)

Vinicius scored twice, including a header, in the first half in Miami to set Brazil on the way to a
victory which allowed it to progress to the last 32 as winner of Group C.

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 89— 2026-07-01


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/06/25/japan/society/17000-people-with-dementia-missing/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/06/25/japan/japan-elderly-driving-test-revise/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/06/25/markets/brent-oil-erases-wartime-gains/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/06/25/japan/politics/takaichi-campaign-smear-video/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/06/25/world/finland-secretive-training-course/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/06/25/companies/thailand-ai-stock-winner/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/06/25/companies/sony-pictures-investment-cosm/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/06/25/economy/boj-hawkish-board-member-more-rate-hikes/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2026/06/25/soccer/ancelotti-hails-vinicius-junior/

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

* Police investigate possible link between laundry and school fire (2026-06-25 03:38)

In addition to a burnt electric heater and multiple air circulators, a power strip with multiple
outlets was found at the scene.

« Scarier than fiction: ‘The Wizard of the Kremlin’ comes to life (2026-06-25 03:18)

The objective is not to promote authoritarianism directly, but to corrode the trust that sustains
democratic societies and international cooperation grounded in rule of law.

* Sweden coach Graham Potter says team has to defend better against Japan (2026-06-25
03:00)

The Swedes followed up their opening 5-1 win over Tunisia with a loss by the same scoreline
against the Netherlands and are third in Group F.

* Chinese tourists flock to New Zealand under visa-waiver trial (2026-06-25 02:57)

China was New Zealand's second-largest source of tourists before the COVID-19 pandemic, but
it has yet to return to those levels.

« Australia’ s social media ban for under 16s having little impact, study shows (2026-06-25
02:55)

Underage users have been dodging the restrictions by using accounts registered to older
people, setting up fake accounts, or by logging into private browsers.

« Hong Kong arrests two for allegedly selling ‘seditious’ material (2026-06-25 02:42)
Local outlets reported one of the items being sold was a biography of jailed media mogul Jimmy
Lai.

* Teen in Nashville cheers for Japan at World Cup while dreaming of joining women’ s

squad (2026-06-25 02:30)

As the Japan Football Association evaluated her skills, Wakatsuki was able to make her national
team debut with the U-16 squad at a tournament in France in April last year.

* Japanese railway firms adopt Al safety systems at crossings (2026-06-25 02:28)

The technology can automatically detect and report abnormalities, such as stalled vehicles or
people trapped on the tracks.

« Spotlight shines on Aryna Sabalenka’ s mental struggles ahead of Wimbledon
(2026-06-25 02:27)

Gustavo Granitto, an International Tennis  Federation coach, said Sabalenka's competitive
drive sometimes blurred her decision-making.
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« Australia’ s spy chief warns of rising terror and cyber threats (2026-06-25 02:21)

Mike Burgess, head of the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation, has identified
extremism and foreign espionage as among the threats his agency is trying to prevent.

* Interim draft on two-year food tax cut presented (2026-06-25 02:19)

The proposal calls for reducing the tax rate to 1% for food for two years from April 2027.

« ‘Unacceptable’ : Laser pointer aimed at Punch, the viral baby monkey (2026-06-25
02:17)

Pointing a laser at a monkey will cause it a great amount of stress, a zoo official said, adding
that aiming one at its eyes could cause blindness.

* Global Ebola risk ‘remains low,” WHO chief says after France case (2026-06-25 02:14)

France announced its first confirmed case of Ebola identified on its territory: a doctor who had
flown back from the Congo.

* Health ministry worker indicted for stalking subordinate (2026-06-25 01:42)

According to the prosecution, the health ministry worker repeatedly messaged his subordinate,
secretly photographed her and entered her home without permission.

« Buildings collapse as quakes rock Venezuela, with ‘high casualties’ likely (2026-06-25
01:32)

A magnitude 7.2 earthquake has hit about 160 km west of Caracas, followed less than a minute
later by a magnitude 7.5 tremor, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.

* First global rules adopted for self-driving cars, U.N. says (2026-06-25 01:27)

Safety concerns and the cost of developing next-level systems have long slowed progress on
autonomous vehicles.

« Japan’ s LNG stocks seen to benefit from Middle East supply risk (2026-06-25 01:25)

The country's firms are an indispensable part of every stage in the LNG supply chain, which
includes plant contractors and turbine suppliers.

* Trump asks U.S. Congress for more funds to fight Iran, defying rebuke on war powers
(2026-06-25 01:11)

The supplemental funding request includes $67.15 billion for the military, in addition to some
$1 trillion appropriated last year and the $1.5 trillion Trump wants for next year.

« Toyota threatens GM’ s sales crown as U.S. hybrid demand surges (2026-06-25 01:10)

Japanese automaker Toyota overtaking General Motors in sales in the Detroit automaker's
home market would mark a historic shift.
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* Magnitude 6.9 quake hits northern Japan (2026-06-24 23:43)

No tsunami warning has been issued over the temblor, which registered a rare upper 6 on the
Japanese seismic intensity scale in the town of Hashikami, Aomori Prefecture.

« More records fall as Europe’ s deadly heat wave persists (2026-06-24 23:17)

A scientific study published this week said the current heat wave was "significantly exacerbated
by human-induced climate change."

« NATO' s Rutte makes hard sell to Trump to ease Iran war strains (2026-06-24 23:07)

Trump appeared mostly unmoved, though he gave no indication that he's preparing to
downgrade relations with the alliance.

* Trump, Republicans clash after president scraps housing bill signing (2026-06-24 22:32)

Lawmakers pressed Trump over his handling of the war in Iran.

« Keiko Fujimori: Peru’ s biggest political loser poised to win election (2026-06-24 12:44)

With almost all the ballots counted, Fujimori held 50.12% of the vote, a margin of just over
43,000 over her leftist rival Roberto Sanchez, according to electoral authorities.

* Japan unveils $2.3 trillion investment plan for next 14 years (2026-06-24 12:12)

The roadmap marks a key step in Takaichi's effort to put her stamp on Japan's growth strategy
as technological change and geopolitical tensions reshape economic priorities.

* Schools in Tokyo suburb to get bear sprays (2026-06-24 10:41)

Japan saw a record 13 people killed by bears last fiscal year, and five more fatalities and 20
people injured between April 1 and May 30 this year.

* Shizuoka governor to approve maglev line construction (2026-06-24 10:24)

Shizuoka Gov. Yasutomo Suzuki plans to announce the approval at a prefectural assembly
meeting on July 7.
* Thisis not AL It’ s intentionally, painstakingly human-made art. (2026-06-24 09:45)

Yoshitoshi Kanemaki's handcarved sculptures have a digital aesthetic, but they are firmly
anchored in three-dimensional space.

* JIP takes sharper nuclear stance than LDP in security proposals (2026-06-24 08:58)

The junior coalition partner in the ruling bloc is pushing for a "realistic review" of allowing
nukes into the country, while the LDP is looking to bolster extended deterrence.
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* North Korea’ s Kim unveils plans for new warships and nuclear-armed navy (2026-06-24
08:09)

Kim Jong Un has vowed to modernize his navy, but questions remain whether the investment
will ultimately prove worthwhile for the strongman.

* Backup capital progress shows Takaichi is listening to JIP despite LDP concerns
(2026-06-24 08:01)

A deal on the matter gave Takaichi the needed votes to become prime minister and form a
ruling coalition.

* Double barrage of storms to hit Japan this week (2026-06-24 07:48)

A rare convergence of two storms — Typhoon Mekkhala and Tropical Storm Higos — are
expected to bring dangerous winds and heavy rain to the country.

* Lower House begins discussions on flag-vandalism bill (2026-06-24 07:27)

Under the bill, those who publicly deface the flag in a way that causes the public to feel
extremely uncomfortable or disgusted would be subject to imprisonment or a fine.

* Taiwan says warning time for any China attack is shortening (2026-06-24 07:18)

The island's military needs to test if it can respond immediately to  a war breaking out, its
defense minister says.

* Remembering the wrestlers who rarely make the headlines (2026-06-24 07:13)

The quiet retirement of Tsurugisho is a reminder that sumo's rank-and-file veterans deserve
more recognition for the pain, sacrifice and resilience their careers demand.

« China unfazed by world’ s ire on trade as premier touts openness (2026-06-24 07:13)

China's widening trade surplus with major partners has come under increased scrutiny as
policymakers around the world weigh fresh measures to counter a flood of exports.

* Emperor Naruhito wishes for lasting friendship at Belgian banquet (2026-06-24 06:58)

The event comes as the two countries mark 160 years of diplomatic ties.

* Japan lays the groundwork for submarine cable resilience (2026-06-24 06:17)

Fiber-optic cables carry nearly all the world's data between continents.

« Alibaba sues U.S., seeking removal from Pentagon’ s blacklist (2026-06-24 06:01)

The Hangzhou-based company argued that the Pentagon hadn't provided substantial evidence
or explanation for adding the e-commerce leader to the list.
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* Luup scooters introduces automatic stop function to avoid nuisance use in Kyoto
(2026-06-24 05:54)

Luup scooters, a favored transportation source for tourists in Japan, will automatically halt
when nearing prohibited areas in Kyoto.

* Trapped on Everest for days, Nepali survivor recounts escape (2026-06-24 05:29)

The mountaineer had nearly given up hope, and his family at home had begun mourning his
death, till an avalanche came to save him.

* Takaichi heckled at WWII memorial in Okinawa (2026-06-24 05:23)

A small but vocal number of demonstrators shouted slogans throughout Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi's speech at an event commemorating the 81st anniversary of the Battle of Okinawa.

* Australia ramps up bird flu surveillance, testing after first mainland cases reported
(2026-06-24 05:14)

Tests are underway after dead sub-Antarctic seabirds and a pelican were found more than
1,200 kilometers from where the first two confirmed cases were reported.

* Gates told Congress Epstein considered blackmailing him (2026-06-24 05:09)

In closed-door testimony this month, Gates disputed details that Epstein recorded in emails to
himself regarding the Microsoft co-founder's extramarital affairs.

« China’ s mineral squeeze testing Japan’ s military buildup (2026-06-24 05:02)

The restrictions are exposing vulnerabilities in Japan's defense-industrial supply chains while
also providing the clearest test yet of Tokyo's push to bolster economic security.

« What is the ‘Mona Lisa’ of Japan? (2026-06-24 05:00)

From Hokusai to Kusama, searching for the country's ultimate artwork

- Japan’ s manufacturing sector and the race for physical Al (2026-06-24 04:55)

Turning industrial strength into leadership in the next Al frontier.

* Information for 14 million email accounts possibly leaked in cyberattack on KDDI
(2026-06-24 04:46)

The company said it would work with affected internet service providers to urge users to change
their passwords, while continuing to investigate the extent of the damage.

* Ronaldo double fires Portugal as Ghana thwarts England (2026-06-24 03:51)

Cristiano Ronaldo silenced his critics as he became the first man to score in six different World
Cups
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* U.K. must hasten shift from fossil fuels to hit climate goals, expert panel says (2026-06-24
03:37)

With "credible plans" missing for over half the remaining cuts pledged, the Climate Change
Committee's report will be seen as a cautionary message to Downing Street.

* Renault reminds Nissan of its clout with ouster of ex-banker (2026-06-24 03:21)

The French carmaker, which holds 15% of voting rights, abstained from voting for the
reappointment of influential outside director Motoo Nagai.

* Fans in China put politics aside to cheer Japan at World Cup (2026-06-24 03:05)

Chinese supporters of the Samurai Blue say their fandom has nothing to do with politics,
reflecting instead a long admiration for Japanese soccer and what it represents for Asia.

* Two Japanese held in China for allegedly smuggling export-restricted goods (2026-06-24
03:03)

The goods the two are alleged to have smuggled were rare-earth related products, media
reports said.

* Ex-wife arrested after bisected body found in freezer at Kobe apartment (2026-06-24
02:45)

The suspect has admitted to abandoning the body and also suggested that she killed her former
husband, according to investigative sources.

* Wizards pick A] Dybantsa No. 1 overall in NBA draft (2026-06-24 02:43)
The Wizards tabbed Dybantsa over Kansas guard Darryn Peterson, who had a checkered
college season at Kansas. The Utah Jazz then selected Peterson second overall.

* Debtor countries finally have a group of their own (2026-06-24 02:41)
For decades, developing countries have been forced to navigate an increasingly complex

international financial system.

* Race for robotaxi market arrives in London (2026-06-24 02:32)

British startup Wayve, in partnership with Uber, is racing to beat U.S. rival Waymo, owned by
Google-parent Alphabet.

« BOJ summary affirms rate hike stance as inflation risks mount (2026-06-24 02:13)

The summary came out as the yen remained close to the weakest level since 1986 against the
dollar amid growing bets on the Federal Reserve raising rates this year.

« Al boom sees investors shift from Japan’ s value to growth stocks (2026-06-24 02:12)
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Investors had classified Japan's equities as low-growth value stocks, but the rising prominence
of high-growth firms suggests a meaningful shift in the investment narrative.

* Airbus to inspect 16 A380s after cracks found on plane wings (2026-06-24 02:08)

Cracks found during maintenance checks appeared in the plane's structural beam that runs
along the wing and carries much of the aerodynamic load during flight.

« Constitutional debates intensify in Japan’ s parliament as lawmakers discuss emergency
clause (2026-06-24 01:32)

Lower House lawmakers have been debating an emergency clause that would allow legislators'
terms to be extended in the event of a disaster or crisis.

* Japan and IAEA team up to promote small modular reactors (2026-06-24 01:30)

Small modular reactors (SMRs) are smaller reactors with simpler systems and enhanced passive
safety features.

* Venue of Japan-India summit may be changed to New Delhi (2026-06-24 01:17)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's stay in India is likely to be brief and tightly scheduled due to her
parliamentary duties.

« Good luck, Andy Burnham. You’ Il need it. (2026-06-24 01:09)
There are many reasons Burnham may struggle to do much better than Starmer leading a
country that, since the Brexit referendum has come to be described as almost ungovernable.
* Russia’ s gasoline crunch spreads after refinery attacks (2026-06-24 00:42)
On an almost daily basis, regional governors in Russia are being forced to limit sales of fuel at
filling stations and to try to deter panic buying.

* Few in U.S. say Iran war was worth it, poll finds (2026-06-24 00:18)

Only 23% of Americans think the U.S. is now in a stronger position with Iran compared with its
position before the war, the poll found.
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