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Comprehensive Security Analysis Report for Japan
(May 07, 2026 - May 14, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of May 7 to May 14, 2026, Japan significantly advanced its defense
posture and regional security cooperation, particularly with the Philippines and South
Korea, while also addressing escalating cybersecurity threats. Key developments
include the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's consideration of substantially increasing
defense spending to up to 5% of GDP and the formalization of defense equipment
exports to strategic partners. Diplomatic relations with China remained strained,
marked by a downgraded assessment in Japan's Diplomatic Bluebook and mutual
accusations regarding regional assertiveness. Concurrently, Japan navigated complex
energy security challenges in the Middle East and explored avenues for maintaining
economic ties with Russia despite ongoing sanctions. The overarching trend indicates
Japan's proactive pivot towards a more robust and integrated security role in the
Indo-Pacific.

Key Security Developments

* Defense Policy and Strategic Spending Hike

Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) is considering a significant increase in
security-related spending, potentially raising it to 3% to 5% of the gross domestic
product (GDP). This proposal, discussed on May 14, 2026, is part of a draft set of
issues for revising the country's three key security documents—the National Security
Strategy, the National Defense Strategy, and the Defense Buildup Program—by the
end of the year. The move signals a major shift in Japan's defense policy, aligning with
initiatives by other nations and regional alliances like NATO, which aims for similar
increases.

* Expanded Defense Equipment Exports

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi announced that Japan will now permit the sale of
Japan-made lethal weapons to 17 countries, including the Philippines and Indonesia,
reversing long-standing post-World War Il policies. This policy change, highlighted on
May 13, 2026, follows recent revisions to the Three Principles on Transfer of Defense
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Equipment and Technology. Additionally, Japan is considering revising the
Self-Defense Forces (SDF) Act to allow the transfer of surplus defense equipment,
including lethal capabilities, either free of charge or at low cost, further expanding its
defense industry's reach and support for regional partners.

* Enhanced Security Cooperation with the Philippines

On May 7, 2026, Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi met with Philippine
Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro in Manila, agreeing to initiate detailed discussions
on exporting used Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) destroyers, specifically
Abukuma-class vessels, to the Philippines. Both nations signed a joint statement to
further promote defense equipment and technology cooperation, emphasizing their
shared concern over China's coercive activities in the East China Sea and South China
Sea. This cooperation is crucial for bolstering maritime security in the region.

 Full Participation in Balikatan 2026 Exercises

Japan's Self-Defense Forces (SDF) fully participated in the annual Philippines-U.S.
"Balikatan 2026" military exercises, which concluded on May 8, 2026. Approximately
1,400 Japanese personnel, a significant increase from 150 in 2025, engaged in
amphibious operations and missile defense drills. On May 6, the Ground Self-Defense
Force (JGSDF) fired two Type 88 surface-to-ship guided missiles off Paoay, Luzon,
demonstrating enhanced interoperability. This marks the first time Japanese combat
troops were deployed on Philippine soil since World War Il, underscoring a deepening
strategic alignment.

* Upgraded Japan-South Korea Security Dialogue

South Korea and Japan held their first vice-ministerial level "two-plus-two" foreign and
defense talks in Seoul on May 7, 2026. The dialogue, which was elevated from the
director-general level, reaffirmed the importance of bilateral ties and trilateral
cooperation with the United States. Discussions covered North Korea's advancing
nuclear and missile capabilities, as well as the ongoing conflict in the Middle East,
including the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz. Japan reportedly expressed support for
concluding an Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) to facilitate logistical
cooperation.

* Cybersecurity Measures Against Advanced Al Threats

On May 13, 2026, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi instructed relevant agencies to
urgently develop a package of measures to protect Japan's critical infrastructure from
growing cyberthreats posed by advanced artificial intelligence (Al) models, specifically
mentioning Anthropic's Claude Mythos. This directive, issued on May 12, highlights
concerns that such Al could dramatically increase the speed and scale of cyberattacks
by exploiting system vulnerabilities. Japan's Active Cyber Defense Acts, in force in
2026, already mandate incident reporting for critical infrastructure and authorize
offensive cyber operations by the SDF from October 1, 2026.
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¢ Strained Relations with China

Japan's 2026 Diplomatic Bluebook, released on April 10, 2026 (but still a relevant
diplomatic stance during this period), downgraded its assessment of relations with
China, referring to it as "an important neighbor" rather than "one of the most
important bilateral relations." This reflects persistent tensions over Taiwan and
China's assertive maritime activities, particularly around the Senkaku lIslands in the
East China Sea. China, in turn, criticized Japan's Prime Minister Takaichi's remarks on
Taiwan and alleged provocative military actions by the Japan Self-Defense Forces.

* Engagement with Russia on Economic Assets

Japan is considering sending an official delegation to Russia by the end of May 2026 to
support Japanese companies still operating in the Russian market and protect their
assets, especially in Sakhalin energy projects. This initiative, reported on May 10,
2026, aims to maintain communication with Moscow despite Japan's participation in
G7 sanctions. There is also a possibility of a Japan-Russia foreign ministerial meeting
in July, as suggested by a senior Russian diplomat, indicating a complex diplomatic
balancing act.

* Maritime Security in the Strait of Hormuz

On May 14, 2026, a Japan-related vessel that had been retained in the Persian Gulf
successfully passed through the Strait of Hormuz, exiting the area. This development,
involving a vessel with four Japanese crew members, was hailed by the Japanese
government as a positive step for the protection of Japanese nationals. Japan
continues to engage in diplomatic efforts at summit and foreign ministerial levels to
ensure the safe passage of other Japan-related vessels remaining in the Persian Gulf,
highlighting the critical importance of energy supply stability amidst regional conflicts.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Japan's security developments this week underscore a significant acceleration in its
efforts to reshape its defense posture and enhance regional stability amidst a
complex and increasingly tense Indo-Pacific. The proposed hike in defense spending
to potentially 5% of GDP, coupled with the relaxation of arms export rules, signals a
decisive departure from its post-war pacifist stance. This shift is primarily driven by
concerns over China's growing military assertiveness in the East and South China
Seas and North Korea's persistent missile and nuclear threats. By actively
participating in exercises like Balikatan and pursuing defense equipment transfers,
Japan is solidifying its role as a key security provider and a more robust partner to
allies like the Philippines and the United States.
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The deepening security cooperation with the Philippines, evidenced by the agreement
to discuss destroyer exports and the full participation in Balikatan, directly impacts
the South China Sea dynamics. This strengthens the "first island chain" defense
strategy against potential Chinese expansion and provides critical capacity building
for the Philippines, a frontline state in maritime disputes. Similarly, the upgraded
"two-plus-two" dialogue with South Korea reinforces trilateral cooperation with the US,
creating a more unified front against North Korean provocations and contributing to
broader regional deterrence. These bilateral and trilateral engagements are crucial for
maintaining a "Free and Open Indo-Pacific."

Relations with major powers remain multifaceted. The explicit downgrading of ties
with China in Japan's Diplomatic Bluebook reflects a hardening stance, driven by
concerns over Taiwan and maritime incursions around the Senkaku lIslands. This
diplomatic friction is likely to persist, with China viewing Japan's defense shifts as a
move towards "remilitarization." Conversely, Japan's efforts to maintain economic
dialogue with Russia, particularly concerning energy assets in Sakhalin, highlight a
pragmatic approach to national interests, balancing geopolitical alignment with
energy security needs, especially given the instability in the Strait of Hormuz. The
ongoing "lran war" and its impact on global energy routes further complicate Japan's
foreign policy calculus, necessitating a delicate balance between G7 solidarity and
safeguarding its vital economic lifelines.

Military and Defense Analysis

Japan's military and defense strategy is undergoing a profound transformation,
moving towards a more proactive and capable force. The discussion within the LDP to
potentially increase defense spending to 3-5% of GDP demonstrates a strong political
will to invest heavily in modernizing the Self-Defense Forces (SDF). This financial
commitment is expected to fuel significant capability developments, including
advanced missile systems, enhanced maritime patrol assets, and robust cybersecurity
infrastructure. The full participation of 1,400 SDF personnel in Balikatan 2026,
including live-fire missile drills, showcases an evolving force posture that emphasizes
interoperability with allies and a readiness for expeditionary operations, particularly in
remote island defense.

The decision to allow the export of lethal defense equipment to 17 countries, and the
consideration of transferring surplus equipment at low cost or free, marks a pivotal
shift in Japan's defense industry. This not only strengthens the defense capabilities of
partner nations like the Philippines, which is set to receive used destroyers, but also
allows Japan to leverage its defense technology for broader regional security
objectives. The focus on maritime domain awareness capabilities, as discussed with
the Philippines, indicates a strategic emphasis on enhancing surveillance and
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response in critical waterways. Furthermore, the urgent development of cybersecurity
measures against advanced Al threats, coupled with the Active Cyber Defense Acts,
highlights a recognition of modern warfare's evolving landscape and a commitment to
developing offensive and defensive cyber capabilities, with the SDF authorized to
conduct offensive operations from October 2026.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Japan is expected to
continue its assertive diplomatic and defense outreach, particularly within the
Indo-Pacific. We anticipate further concrete steps in defense equipment transfers to
the Philippines and potentially other Southeast Asian nations, solidifying Japan's role
as a regional security partner. The discussions within the LDP regarding increased
defense spending will likely lead to formal proposals and a clearer roadmap for
defense budget allocation. Diplomatic engagements with South Korea will continue to
focus on trilateral cooperation with the US, especially concerning North Korea's
actions. Japan's efforts to secure energy routes through the Strait of Hormuz will
remain a high priority, with continued diplomatic pressure on Iran.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The East China Sea, particularly around the
Senkaku Islands, remains a critical flashpoint due to persistent Chinese maritime
incursions and Japan's downgraded assessment of bilateral relations. Any escalation in
the Taiwan Strait following Prime Minister Takaichi's remarks could directly impact
Japan's security, potentially triggering a collective self-defense scenario. The South
China Sea will continue to be an area of heightened tension, with Japan's increased
military presence and defense cooperation with the Philippines potentially drawing
stronger reactions from China. The Strait of Hormuz remains a significant risk area for
Japan's energy security, with ongoing regional conflicts posing a constant threat to

shipping.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the progress of the LDP's
defense spending proposals and the revision of Japan's key security documents. The
actual implementation and scope of defense equipment exports, particularly to the
Philippines, will be important. Any further incidents or diplomatic exchanges with
China regarding the Senkaku Islands or Taiwan will be crucial. The frequency and
scale of joint military exercises involving Japan and its allies, as well as any new
agreements on intelligence sharing or reciprocal access, should be closely watched.
Developments in the Middle East affecting the Strait of Hormuz will directly impact
Japan's energy security. Finally, the progress of Japan's cybersecurity initiatives,
especially the operationalization of offensive cyber capabilities by the SDF, will be a
significant indicator of its evolving defense posture.
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Strategic recommendations: Japan should continue to diversify its energy sources and
strengthen its strategic petroleum reserves to mitigate risks associated with
disruptions in the Middle East. Diplomatically, while maintaining a firm stance on
territorial integrity, Japan should seek pragmatic channels for de-escalation with China
to prevent miscalculation, particularly in the East China Sea. Investing in advanced
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities is crucial for
monitoring regional flashpoints. Furthermore, accelerating the development and
deployment of indigenous defense technologies, especially in missile defense and
cybersecurity, will enhance Japan's self-reliance and deterrence capabilities. Finally,
fostering deeper multilateral security frameworks beyond bilateral alliances, involving
a broader range of Indo-Pacific partners, will distribute the burden of regional security
and enhance collective resilience.

Structured Assessment

“Thjson

{

"threat_level": "Elevated",
"hotspots": [

{

"label": "Senkaku Islands",

"detail": "Continued Chinese maritime incursions and Japan's downgraded diplomatic
assessment of China contribute to persistent tensions in the East China Sea.",

"lat": 25.746,
"Ing": 123.471,
"intensity": 3
h

{
"label": "South China Sea",

"detail": "Japan's increased military cooperation with the Philippines, including
defense equipment transfers and joint exercises, heightens strategic competition with
China.",

"lat": 10.15,
"Ing": 119.05,
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"intensity": 3

h

{

"label": "Strait of Hormuz",

"detail": "Ongoing Middle East conflicts and the effective blockade pose a critical
threat to Japan's energy supply stability, necessitating diplomatic intervention.",

“lat": 26.25,

"Ing": 56.5,
"intensity": 4
b

{
"label": "Taiwan Strait",

"detail": "Prime Minister Takaichi's remarks on Taiwan and China's reactions maintain
the Taiwan Strait as a potential flashpoint with direct implications for Japan's
security.",

"lat": 24.5,

"Ing": 119.5,

"intensity": 3

I

{

"label": "Paoay, llocos Norte",

"detail": "Site of live-fire missile drills during Balikatan 2026, demonstrating enhanced
Japan-Philippines-US military interoperability and readiness in a strategically
important region.",

"lat": 18.066,
"Ing": 120.528,
"intensity": 2
b

{

"label": "Seoul",

"detail": "Location of the upgraded Japan-South Korea 'two-plus-two' security talks,
addressing North Korean threats and broader regional stability.",
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"lat": 37.5665,
"Ing": 126.9780,
"intensity": 2

}

]
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Japan Today

* China's Xi hails trade progress in Trump summit, sends Taiwan warning (2026-05-14 05:30)

China's Xi Jinping told President Donald Trump that trade talks were making progress at the
start of a two-day summit on Thursday but warned that disagreement over Taiwan---

* Ohtani throws 7 scoreless innings as Dodgers beat Giants 4-0 to end 4-game losing streak
(2026-05-14 04:57)

Shohei Ohtani tossed four-hit ball over seven shutout innings and the Los Angeles Dodgers
backed the four-time MVP with his most run support of the season in a---

« City still 'alive' but need Arsenal slip: Guardiola (2026-05-14 01:00)

Pep Guardiola said all Manchester City can do is stay alive and hope for an Arsenal slip-up in the
Premier League title race after a 3-0 win against---

» Man City ease past Palace to keep pressure on Arsenal (2026-05-14 01:00)

Manchester City's second string eased past Crystal Palace 3-0 on Wednesday to climb just two
points behind Premier League leaders Arsenal with two games remaining of a captivating---

* Japan rides box office boom into Cannes (2026-05-13 22:02)

The Japanese film industry, fresh from a record box office year in 2025, is carrying its domestic
momentum into the Cannes Film Festival where it made its debut---

* Meta launches WhatsApp 'incognito' mode to address privacy concerns for Al chats
(2026-05-13 21:58)

Meta Platforms said Wednesday it's rolling out an “incognito” mode for WhatsApp users to
have private conversations with its Al chatbot, a move intended to ease privacy concerns:---

* SoftBank racks up huge profit gains with lift from lucrative Al investments (2026-05-13
21:58)

Japanese technology investor Softbank Group Corp reported Wednesday that profits for the
fiscal year through March zoomed by nearly five-fold from the previous year as its Al
investments:---

* Four ejected from Eurovision after Israel song disruption (2026-05-13 21:57)
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Four people were thrown out of the first Eurovision Song Contest semifinal, which saw attempts
to disrupt Israel's performance, organizers said Wednesday. As 28-year-old Israeli singer Noam
Bettan:---

« After the hobbits, director Peter Jackson tackles 'Tintin' (2026-05-13 21:57)

"The Lord of the Rings" maestro Peter Jackson revealed Wednesday that he is taking on another
cult classic -- "Tintin". The New Zealand director said that he has---

* Senate confirms Trump pick Warsh as chairman of the Federal Reserve, following Powell
(2026-05-13 21:56)

The Senate confirmed President Donald Trump’ s nominee to lead the Federal Reserve, Kevin
Warsh, bringing new leadership to the world's most powerful central bank at a fraught
moment---

* Arrieta wins stage 5 of Giro despite going the wrong way and Eulalio takes the overall lead
(2026-05-13 21:54)

Spanish rider Igor Arrieta won the fifth stage of the Giro d'Italia on Wednesday despite going
the wrong way near the end. Portuguese cyclist Afonso Eulalio took the---

* Canadiens-Sabres Game 5 and Golden Knights-Ducks Game 6 test experience vs. youth
(2026-05-13 21:54)

While John Tortorella has only been coaching the Vegas Golden Knights for a little over six
weeks, they are his sixth different NHL team and he is coming---

* Swiatek steamrolls Pegula in straight sets to reach Italian Open semifinals (2026-05-13
21:54)

Three-time champion Iga Swiatek beat Jessica Pegula of the United States in straight sets on
Wednesday to advance to the Italian Open semifinals. The fourth-ranked Swiatek needed just---

* Japan suspends rugby coach Eddie Jones for verbally abusing officials in Australia
(2026-05-13 21:54)

Japan suspended head rugby coach Eddie Jones for four games and cut his salary on
Wednesday for "verbal abuse directed at local officials" during an Australian tour. Jones---

* Japanese motor giant Nidec discloses suspected quality irregularities (2026-05-13 21:53)

Japanese motor maker Nidec Corp said Wednesday that it has found more than 1,000 cases of
suspected quality irregularities, including changes to materials, processes and designs made
without:---

* Nissan reduces losses and expects to return to profit (2026-05-13 21:52)
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Japanese automaker Nissan said Wednesday it reduced losses for the fiscal year through March,
but remained in the red, battered by U.S. tariffs, inflation and intensifying competition. Nissan---

* M5.0 quake hits Iwate Prefecture in northeast Japan (2026-05-13 21:51)

An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.0 struck an inland area of Iwate Prefecture in
Japan's northeast on Thursday, the weather agency said. The 5:01 a.m. temblor,--

* Takaichi to visit UK and Italy in June: report (2026-05-13 21:50)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi plans to visit Britain and Italy before attending a
Group of  Seven leaders' summitin France in mid-June, broadcaster NTV reported on
Wednesday, -

* Japan 'robot wolves' in high demand to scare off bears (2026-05-13 21:50)

A Japanese company making ferocious-looking robot wolves is being swamped by orders after
record numbers of fatal bear attacks on humans last year. "Monster Wolf" is an animatoronic---

* Drug counselor who delivered 'Friends' star Matthew Perry ketamine that killed him gets 2
years (2026-05-13 21:49)

A licensed drug addiction counselor who delivered Matthew Perry the doses of ketamine that
killed him, and later became a key informant in the investigation, was sentenced Wednesday---

* 'Ocean Dream' blue-green diamond sells for more than $17 million at Christie's auction in
Geneva (2026-05-13 21:49)

A 5.5-carat triangular-cut diamond billed as the largest fancy vivid blue-green diamond known
to exist sold for more than 13.5 million Swiss francs ($17.3 million) on Wednesday, Christie’ s---

* France confines more than 1,700 on British cruise ship in Bordeaux after gastroenteritis
outbreak (2026-05-13 21:49)

Over 1,700 passengers and crew on a British cruise ship were ordered to remain on board after
an outbreak of gastrointestinal illness, French authorities said Wednesday. They dismissed---

* Turkey detains 324 suspected of Islamic State group links (2026-05-13 21:49)

Turkish authorities have detained 324 people suspected of links to the Islamic State group in a
nationwide sweep, the Interior Ministry said Wednesday. A statement said the suspects---

* Macron ends Africa trip in Ethiopia with focus on U.N. reform and inclusive governance

(2026-05-13 21:49)

French President Emmanuel Macron on Wednesday concluded his Africa visit with talks in
Ethiopia that covered, among other issues, the longstanding question of Africa’ s
representation on the U.N.---
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« Officials say $1.3 billion in Medicaid money to California will be deferred over suspicions
of fraud (2026-05-13 21:49)

Vice President JD Vance on Wednesday announced new steps in the Trump administration's
initiative to root out fraud in federal health programs, including a $1.3 billion deferral in---

* Gunshots fired in standoff at Philippine Senate over ICC suspect (2026-05-13 21:49)

Gunshots broke out in chaotic scenes at the Philippine Senate on Wednesday where troops had
been deployed after a politician wanted by the International Criminal Court urged supporters---

+ U.S. deportations to El Salvador double as Bukele aligns himself with Trump agenda
(2026-05-13 21:48)

The number of people deported to El Salvador from the U.S. nearly doubled in the first months
of 2026, according to official figures, coming as Salvadoran President Nayib---

* Russia fires about 800 drones at Ukraine despite recent talk by Putin and Trump of
possible peace (2026-05-13 21:48)

Russia fired at least 800 drones in a massive daytime barrage on about 20 regions of Ukraine on
Wednesday, killing at least six people and wounding dozens, including---

* Tests in Italy, Spain come back negative in global hunt for hantavirus (2026-05-13 21:48)

Seventeen people under observation in Italy and Spain for possible hantavirus infection have
tested negative, the countries' health ministries said on Wednesday as governments around the
globe track---

* FDA chief's resignation widens a leadership gap at the nation's health department
(2026-05-13 21:48)

When the week began, several senior positions at the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services were already sitting empty. There was no Senate-confirmed U.S. surgeon general. The---

* UK's Starmer faces biggest challenge yet as resignation threat overshadows king's speech
(2026-05-13 21:48)

Keir Starmer was facing his biggest challenge yet on Wednesday when his health minister was
reportedly readying his resignation to try to trigger a contest to replace a---

* Iran war, shifting alliances loom over Trump's China visit (2026-05-13 21:47)

The U.S.-Israeli war in Iran loomed over U.S. President Donald Trump's visit to China on
Wednesday, as signs emerged that the conflict is shifting alliances across the Middle---

* Foreign ticket holders from World Cup qualifying countries won't have to pay bonds to
enter U.S. (2026-05-13 21:44)
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The Trump administration is suspending a requirement that foreign visitors from countries that
have qualified for the World Cup and have bought tickets for the soccer tournament pay---

* On target (2026-05-13 21:43)

Celtic's Daizen Maeda, right, of Japan, scores during the Scottish Premiership soccer match
between Motherwell and Celtic, Wednesday, in Motherwell, Scotland. Celtic won 3-2.

* Man arrested for allegedly killing his mother in Tochigi (2026-05-13 07:34)

A 28-year-old unemployed Bangladeshi national has been arrested in Ashikaga City, Tochigi
Prefecture, on suspicion of killing his 56-year-old mother at their home. Police said the man is---

* Japan OKs insurance coverage for ¥55.3 mil Parkinson's drug (2026-05-13 07:34)

A Japanese health ministry panel on Wednesday approved public health insurance coverage for
a regenerative medicine product prepared from induced pluripotent stem cells used to treat
Parkinson's disease.--

* Japan's FY2025 current account surplus hits record high for 3rd year in row (2026-05-13
07:33)

Japan's current account surplus in the year through March hit a new high for the third year in a
row at 34.52 trillion yen ($219 billion), as goods---

* Zellweger ties Game 5 late as Ducks force overtime versus Golden Knights (2026-05-13
04:50)

Anaheim Ducks defenseman Olen Zellweger scored his first career playoff goal from the left
circle to tie it at 2 with 3:05 left and send Game 5 against---

* Dodgers give Ohtani a DH break as his offensive slump deepens (2026-05-13 03:00)

Shohei Ohtani is getting a break from the batter's box for one day and possibly longer. The
struggling Los Angeles Dodgers superstar is 4 for 36 at the--

* Japan Olympic official sorry for 'utterly unacceptable' remarks (2026-05-12 23:48)

The head of Japanese bobsleigh apologized on Tuesday and admitted making "utterly
unacceptable" remarks that reportedly included an anti-Korean slur. Takahiro Kitano, who is
also a Japanese Olympic---

* Florida plans to close 'Alligator Alcatraz' migrant detention center, New York Times reports
(2026-05-12 22:20)

Florida intends to shut down the controversial federal migrant detention center known as "
Alligator Alcatraz", the New York Times reported on Tuesday, citing a federal official and three---
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* Amid spying controversy, Southampton reaches playoff final and is one win from Premier
League return (2026-05-12 22:19)

Southampton brushed off a spying controversy to advance past Middlesbrough after extra time
in the Championship playoffs on Tuesday and get to within one win of a return---

* Japan, OECD strengthen ties (2026-05-12 21:53)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and Mathias Cormann, secretary-general of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), meet at the prime minister's office in Tokyo
on Tuesday. The---

« Italian rider Ciccone seizes the Giro lead as Thomas Silva cracks and Narvaez wins stage 4
(2026-05-12 21:49)

Italian rider Giulio Ciccone took the overall lead of the Giro d’ Italia as this year's race moved
into his home country for the first time, and Jhonatan Narvaez---

* Rory MclIlroy hits Hollywood, dines at the White House, still finds time to win grand slam
(2026-05-12 21:49)

Rory Mcllroy can be spotted on screen in movies featuring Hollywood’ s biggest stars. He had
speaking lines — pulling off a “Saved by the Bell” joke — in--

* Sinner matches Djokovic record with 31st straight Masters win (2026-05-12 21:49)
The records keep coming for Jannik Sinner. The top-ranked Sinner beat qualifier Andrea
Pellegrino 6-2, 6-3 to reach the Italian Open quarterfinals on Tuesday and match Novak
Djokovic’ s--

* Musk 'wanted 90%' of OpenAl, Altman says in high-stakes trial (2026-05-12 21:48)

Elon Musk was obsessed with trying to control OpenAl, the artificial intelligence company's CEO
Sam Altman said Tuesday at a blockbuster trial pitting some of the world's wealthiest---

« Conan O’ Brien to return as Oscars host in 2027 (2026-05-12 21:47)

Conan O’ Brien’ s era as Oscars host is becoming a trilogy. The Emmy-winner and comedian
will be back to host the 99th Academy Awards in 2027, film academy leaders---

* Eurovision Song Contest gets off to tense start, overshadowed by Gaza (2026-05-12 21:47)

The Eurovision Song Contest got off to a tense start in Vienna on Tuesday with the first semifinal
featuring Israel, whose attendance prompted five countries to boycott over---

« Jackson receives honorary Palme D’ Or as Cannes flaunts star power despite Hollywood's
retreat (2026-05-12 21:47)

The 79th Cannes Film Festival opened on Tuesday with politics, artificial intelligence and the
shifting priorities of Hollywood taking center stage at the global film gathering on the---
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* Police arrest parents over confinement of daughter with disabilities (2026-05-12 21:44)

Tokyo police on Tuesday arrested the parents of a teenage girl with intellectual disabilities on
suspicion of confining her in a storage space at their home while restraining---

« Iran war is hitting home as gasoline prices fuel inflation surge of 3.8% in U.S. (2026-05-12
21:44)

U.S. consumer prices climbed sharply again last month as the 10-week war with Iran delivered
higher gasoline prices and more pain for Americans. The Labor Department's consumer price---

* European investment firm to acquire Kakaku.com, operator of Tabelog (2026-05-12 21:43)

A European investment fund group said Tuesday it will acquire Kakaku.com Inc, the operator of
Japan's popular Tabelog restaurant review and online reservation website, launching a takeover

« Cormorant fishing season opens in central Japan (2026-05-12 21:39)

The 1,300-year-old ukai cormorant fishing tradition returned to the Nagara River in Gifu
Prefecture on Monday, as master fishermen clad in traditional garb deftly worked hand ropes
to...

* Macron unveils $27 billion investment in Africa at partnership summit in Kenya
(2026-05-12 21:38)

French President Emmanuel Macron announced new investments in Africa as a partnership
summit closed on Tuesday in Kenya with calls for mutual respect and new, revamped ties that---

* Hezbollah leader urges Lebanon to quit direct talks with Israel (2026-05-12 21:38)

The leader of Lebanon’ s militant Hezbollah group called on the government Tuesday to
withdraw from direct talks with Israel, calling them a concession and urging “indirect
negotiations.” Lebanon---

* Russian attacks in Dnipropetrovsk region kill six after ceasefire expires, officials say
(2026-05-12 21:38)

Russian forces launched attacks in Ukraine's Dnipropetrovsk region on Tuesday, killing at least
six people, regional officials said, after the expiry of a U.S.-mediated ceasefire. Ukrainian
officials said---

* Trump's proposed 'Golden Dome' estimated to cost $1.2 trillion, far more than he initially
said (2026-05-12 21:37)

President Donald Trump's plan to put weapons in space — pitched as a “Golden Dome for
America” missile defense program — is estimated to cost $1.2 trillion over--
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* Trump announces departure of food and drug regulation chief (2026-05-12 21:37)

President Donald Trump on Tuesday said U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) chief Marty
Makary was leaving his post, a resignation that follows weeks of political tumult at---

* Republican senators say they need more detail on $1 bil White House security request
(2026-05-12 21:37)

Republican senators left a meeting with the director of the U.S. Secret Service on Tuesday
saying they need more details on a $1 billion security plan for the---

* Hantavirus protocol breach at Dutch hospital as medics race to curb spread (2026-05-12
21:37)

A Dutch hospital has quarantined 12 staff members as a preventive measure after blood and
urine from a hantavirus patient were handled without observing strict protocols, as medics---

« Starmer defies calls to resign; says he's getting on with governing (2026-05-12 21:37)

Prime Minister Keir Starmer defied calls to resign on Tuesday, telling ministers he would get on
with governing despite a "destabilizing" 48 hours of growing calls to set---

* Hegseth gets bipartisan grilling on rising costs of the Iran war and Trump's end game
(2026-05-12 21:37)

U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth faced tough questions Tuesday from Republican and
Democratic lawmakers about the Trump administration's end game for the Iran war, the
conflict's rising $29---

* Trump says he doesn't need China's help to end Iran war; Tehran tightens grip on Hormuz
(2026-05-12 21:36)

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Tuesday he does not think he will need China's help to end
the war with Iran, even as hopes for a lasting---

* 30 days out, Los Angeles is ready for World Cup. The playing surface? Not just yet
(2026-05-12 21:32)

With 30 days to go until its first match, Los Angeles is ready with transportation and food for the
World Cup. The playing surface? Not just yet. The---

« U.S. hotel operators say promised boon from hosting World Cup hasn’ t materialized yet
(2026-05-12 21:31)

The promised economic boon from the World Cup hasn’ t matched expectations, at least not
yet, for U.S. hotels. Room bookings have been lighter than expected in most of---

* Japan, U.S. confirm close coordination on currency after intervention (2026-05-12 11:32)
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Japanese Finance Minister Satsuki Katayama said Tuesday she agreed with U.S. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent to closely coordinate on movements in the currency market during talks
held after---

* Bodies of 2 high school students found in bedroom in suspected murder-suicide
(2026-05-12 07:36)

Police in Okayama City are investigating the deaths of a 17-year-old high school boy and a
17-year-old high school girl whose bodies were found in the girl’ s bedroom---

* Teen arrested for spraying liquid in foul odor incident on train near Tokyo (2026-05-12
07:34)

A 16-year-old boy was arrested Tuesday for allegedly spraying an unidentified liquid inside a JR
Tokaido Line train running near Tokyo, resulting in a foul odor that caused---

« Emperor penguins in focus as Antarctic talks start in Japan (2026-05-12 07:34)

Greater protections for endangered emperor penguins and how to manage growing tourism top
the agenda at talks on Antarctica that opened in Japan on Tuesday. Officials from the---

* Trump and China's Xi set for talks spanning Iran, nuclear trade and Al (2026-05-12 06:00)

U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping are set to discuss Iran, Taiwan,
artificial intelligence and nuclear weapons as they weigh extending a critical minerals deal,

* Avalanche bounce back to beat the Wild 5-2 and take a 3-1 lead in the series (2026-05-12
03:45)

Ross Colton and Parker Kelly each scored in the third period for Colorado, an opportune time
for their first goals of the postseason as the high-scoring Avalanche snapped---

+ U.S. issues new sanctions over Iran's oil shipments to China (2026-05-12 00:08)

The U.S. government on Monday announced sanctions against three people and nine
companies, including four based in Hong Kong and four in the United Arab Emirates, for
aiding---

* Spurs draw with Leeds for priceless point in Premier League survival fight (2026-05-11

22:43)

Tottenham Hotspur took a small and potentially crucial step towards retaining its Premier
League status after drawing at home with Leeds United 1-1 on Monday. Spurs, just above---

* Retiring players Wawrinka and Monfils given wild cards for French Open (2026-05-11
21:43)

Three-time Grand Slam champion Stan Wawrinka and fellow retiring player Gael Monfils were
given wild cards for the French Open on Monday. The 41-year-old Wawrinka won Roland

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 18 — 2026-05-14


https://japantoday.com/category/crime/bodies-of-2-high-school-students-found-in-bedroom-in-suspected-murder-suicide
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/teen-arrested-for-spraying-liquid-in-foul-odor-incident-on-train-near-tokyo
https://japantoday.com/category/national/emperor-penguins-in-focus-as-antarctic-talks-start-in-japan
https://japantoday.com/category/world/trump-and-china%27s-xi-set-for-talks-spanning-iran-nuclear-trade-and-ai3
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/avalanche-bounce-back-to-beat-the-wild-5-2-and-take-a-3-1-lead-in-the-series
https://japantoday.com/category/world/us-issues-new-sanctions-over-iran%27s-oil-shipments-to-china4
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/spurs-draw-with-leeds-for-priceless-point-in-premier-league-survival-fight
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/retiring-players-wawrinka-and-monfils-given-wild-cards-for-the-french-open

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

Garros---

« China’ s passenger car exports surge nearly 85% in April as domestic sales slump
(2026-05-11 21:38)

China’ s exports of passenger cars surged in April, an industry group said Monday, as its
carmakers push to expand in overseas markets as domestic sales continue to fall.--

* Cannes Film Festival defends male-dominated competition (2026-05-11 21:36)

The head of the Cannes Film Festival defended Monday making another male-dominated
selection in a year when the movie "Thelma and Louise" features on the official poster. Only---

* New Beatles fan experience set to open in London in 2027 (2026-05-11 21:36)

The Beatles are headed back to one of the band's most famous sites with a new fan experience
in London. Apple Corps Ltd, the company founded by the---

* Exec of alleged Cambodian crime group made repeated trips to Japan (2026-05-11 21:35)

An executive of Prince Holding Group, a Cambodian conglomerate accused of being one of
Asia's largest transnational criminal organizations, is believed to have repeatedly entered and
exited Japan---

* Calbee to sell potato chips in monochrome packaging due to naphtha shortage
(2026-05-11 21:34)

Japan's leading potato chip maker Calbee Inc will start selling some of its potato chip products
in black-and-white packaging due to a tighter supply of oil-derived naphtha stemming---

* Japan hopes New Zealand chooses defense ship as naval frigate successor (2026-05-11
21:33)

Japan expressed hope Monday that New Zealand would pick a Japanese defense ship as the
successor to its aging Anzac-class warships, after Tokyo inked contracts with Canberra last---

* Takaichi denies online smearing campaign against opponents by her camp (2026-05-11
21:33)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi on Monday denied reports that her camp spread videos
online via anonymous accounts to smear opponents in last year's ruling Liberal Democratic
Party--

* Google disrupts hackers using Al to exploit an unknown weakness in a company's digital
defense (2026-05-11 21:32)

Google said Monday that it had disrupted a criminal group's attempt to use artificial intelligence
to exploit another company's previously unknown digital vulnerability, adding to heightened
worries across--
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* Groundbreaking: 'Controlled' quakes triggered under Swiss Alps (2026-05-11 21:32)

Researchers have made the ground shake in southern Switzerland, triggering thousands of tiny
earthquakes in a monitored setting, as they seek to discover seismicity insights that could
reduce---

* Sinner to face qualifier Pellegrino after strolling into Italian Open last 16 (2026-05-11
21:32)

Jannik Sinner set up a David v Goliath clash with countryman Andrea Pellegrino in the last 16 of
the Italian Open after demolishing Alexei Popyrin in straight sets---

* German authorities arrest 17-year-old suspected of planning extremist-inspired attack
(2026-05-11 21:31)

A 17-year-old boy has been arrested in the German city of Hamburg on suspicion of planning an
attack on a shopping mall, a bar or a police station,---

* White House invites Musk, Cook for Trump China trip, Bloomberg reports (2026-05-11
21:31)

The White House is inviting Tesla's Elon Musk and Apple's Tim Cook to accompany President
Donald Trump on his trip to China this week, Bloomberg News reported Monday, -

* Venezuela's acting president defends country's territory and rejects Trump's 51st state
remarks (2026-05-11 21:31)

Venezuela’ s acting President Delcy Rodriguez told journalists Monday that her country had no
plans to become the 51st U.S. state after President Donald Trump said he was--

* Military strikes, gang massacres in Nigeria kill around 100 civilians (2026-05-11 21:31)

The Nigerian military and the "bandit" gangs it is fighting killed around 100 civilians Sunday in
one of the bloodiest single days of the country's conflict against armed---

» Democrats ask Supreme Court to halt a Virginia ruling blocking new congressional districts
(2026-05-11 21:31)

Democrats on Monday filed an emergency appeal with the U.S. Supreme Court seeking to halt a
Virginia ruling invalidating a ballot measure that would have given their party---

* Trump nominates Cameron Hamilton to lead FEMA, a year after he was fired from the role
(2026-05-11 21:31)

President Donald Trump nominated Cameron Hamilton Monday to lead the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, a surprising comeback for the former Navy SEAL who was fired from his
role---
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* EU diplomats agree to sanction Hamas leaders and Israeli settlers but fail to pressure
Israel (2026-05-11 21:31)

The European Union unanimously agreed on Monday to impose new sanctions on the leaders
of the Palestinian militant Hamas group and the Israeli settler movement, diplomats said, a--

* Zelenskyy says Russia has no intention of ending war (2026-05-11 21:30)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Monday that Russia has no intention of
ending the more than four-year-old war with his country and Kyiv was preparing for further---

* Last six passengers leave hantavirus-hit ship (2026-05-11 21:30)

The last six passengers and some crew members of the hantavirus-hit MV Hondius left the ship
on the Spanish island of Tenerife on Monday as its captain praised---

« Starmer pledges to prove his doubters wrong but faces wave of resignation calls
(2026-05-11 21:30)

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer pledged Monday to prove the “doubters” in his own party
and among the electorate wrong as he struggled to fight off growing demands---

* Trump says Iran ceasefire is 'on life support' as hopes for a deal fade (2026-05-11 21:30)

President Donald Trump said on Monday that a ceasefire with Iran was "on life support" after
he rejected Tehran's response to a U.S. peace proposal, fueling concerns of---

* Frustrated Trump learns he doesn't have the cards on Iran (2026-05-11 21:25)

One of President Donald Trump's favorite metaphors is that he's got the cards -- that through
the might of the United States and his own acumen he can---

* Kansas City Chiefs ready to turn over revamped Arrowhead Stadium to FIFA for World Cup
(2026-05-11 21:24)

More than three decades ago, Lamar Hunt and his son Clark stood on the field inside
Arrowhead Stadium, trying to pitch FIFA on the prospect that their NFL---

* Dallas has most World Cup matches of 16 sites with 9 at home of Cowboys (2026-05-11
21:24)

The Dallas Cowboys were hopeful the World Cup final would end up in their stadium. They
settled for the consolation prize of more matches than any of the--

* Premier League corner chaos is heading to the World Cup and FIFA believes referees will
handle it (2026-05-11 21:24)

Referees at the World Cup are aware of the growing trend in the Premier League for grappling
and crowding around goalkeepers at corner kicks and “will deal with---
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* Sunset over Fuji (2026-05-11 21:21)

Family members sit by Lake Motosu as the color of the sunset is reflected on Mount Fuiji, at a
campsite in Minobucho, Yamanashi Prefecture.

* Philippine vice president Duterte impeached over suspected wealth and threats
(2026-05-11 10:22)

An overwhelming majority of the House of Representatives of the Philippines voted to impeach
Vice President Sara Duterte on Monday over alleged unexplained wealth and threats to have---

« Ibaraki Prefecture launches ¥10,000 reward program for tips on illegal foreign workers
(2026-05-11 10:16)

Ibaraki Prefecture, northeast of Tokyo, launched a controversial program Monday to reward
people for reporting businesses that hire illegal foreign workers. After verifying the information
as accurate, the---

* Japan to send officials to Russia in May to protect business assets (2026-05-11 07:39)

Japan will send officials to Russia at the end of this month for talks with Moscow "from the
perspective of protecting the assets of Japanese firms" operating in---

* 81-year-old man arrested for killing 76-year-old wife in Fukushima (2026-05-11 07:34)

Police in Fukushima City have arrested an 81-year-old man on suspicion of killing his
76-year-old disabled wife at their home. Police said Takumi Inoue is accused of hitting---

* Can ChatGPT be charged in a murder? Florida wants to find out (2026-05-11 05:00)

Before he opened fire on the Florida State University campus last year, killing two people and
wounding six others, Phoenix Ikner had a conversation. Not with a friend,---

* Thailand's Thaksin released from prison after serving 8 months for abuse of power
(2026-05-11 04:28)

Thailand ’ s former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, whose 21st-century political odyssey
sharply divided Thai society for decades, was released from a Bangkok prison on Monday after
serving eight---

* Canadiens beat Sabres 6-2 to take a 2-1 lead in the second-round Eastern Conference
series (2026-05-11 03:10)

Cole Caufield scored his second goal of the playoffs and added an assist as the Montreal
Canadiens beat the Buffalo Sabres 6-2 in a dominant Game 3 on---

* Changing geopolitics are in focus as France's Macron kicks off Kenya visit for an Africa
summit (2026-05-10 22:39)
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French President Emmanuel Macron kicked off a visit to Kenya on Sunday ahead of the Africa
Forward Summit, a gathering meant to showcase France’ s new policy for the---

* Knicks bury 76ers 144-114 behind Game 4 3-point barrage, back in East finals for 2nd
straight year (2026-05-10 22:38)

Jalen Brunson, Josh Hart and the New York Knicks are back in the Eastern Conference finals,
setting an NBA postseason record with 11 3-pointers in the first quarter---

* Cannes Film Festival: What to watch out for (2026-05-10 21:24)

The world's most glamorous film festival kicks off in Cannes on Tuesday, promising another
action-packed fortnight of world premieres, star-studded red carpets, parties and fashion. AFP
looks ahead---

« 'The Devil Wears Prada 2' tops ‘Mortal Kombat II’ at the box office (2026-05-10 21:24)

In a box office battle of the sequels, “The Devil Wears Prada 2” had the slight edge over
“Mortal Kombat II” in North American theaters this weekend. According:--

* Police appeal for help over unsolved 2000 murder of 17-year-old boy (2026-05-10 21:24)

Ibaraki prefectural police on Saturday appealed to the public for any information that might
help them find four men who are suspected of killing a 17-year-old youth in---

+ U.S. aircraft carrier leaves home port in Japan (2026-05-10 21:22)

The U.S. nuclear-powered aircraft carrier George Washington on Sunday left its home port in
Yokosuka, south of Tokyo, the city said, in what appeared to be a post-maintenance---

* Soaring energy profits reignite calls for windfall tax (2026-05-10 21:22)

European oil and gas companies who posted huge profits in the first quarter on soaring prices
caused by the war in the Middle East face new calls from---

* Japanese cuisine restaurant in Kyoto awarded 3 Michelin stars (2026-05-10 21:21)

This year's edition of the Michelin restaurant guide for the Kyoto and Osaka area of western
Japan awarded the highest three-star rating to Miyamaso, a Japanese restaurant in---

* 3 taken to hospital after unusual odor detected inside JR train near Tokyo (2026-05-10
21:20)

A family of three were taken to hospital following an emergency call reporting a suspected
spraying incident inside a JR Tokaido Line train running near Tokyo on Sunday, -

* Unmanned lab opens with robots at work as researchers push Al, automation (2026-05-10
21:20)
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A Tokyo-based university has opened a laboratory where robots are carrying out medical
experiments once handled by human researchers as it aims to eventually automate nearly the
entire---

* Celtic rallies to beat Rangers in Old Firm derby and keeps heat on Hearts in Scottish title
race (2026-05-10 21:18)

Daizen Maeda’ s stunning overhead kick completed Celtic’ s comeback in a 3-1 win over fierce
rival Rangers that kept the heat on Hearts in a thrilling Scottish Premiership title---

* As the playoffs loom, questions arise over Super Rugby's future (2026-05-10 21:18)

As Super Rugby fast approaches its playoff season it also finds itself racing toward a reckoning
with many issues that threaten the Southern Hemisphere tournament. A group of---

* Jorge Martin wins French MotoGP and Ogura ends Japan's drought (2026-05-10 21:18)

Jorge Martin overtook MotoGP championship leader Marco Bezzecchi on the penultimate lap to
win the French Grand Prix on Sunday, while Ai Ogura secured Japan's first podium finish---

* Prizmic follows up on Djokovic exploit by reaching Italian Open last 16 (2026-05-10 21:18)

Dino Prizmic followed up knocking out Novak Djokovic from the Italian Open by beating
France's Ugo Humbert 6-1, 7-5 on Sunday to reach the last 16 in Rome.---

* Late goal and dramatic VAR call help Arsenal stay in control of Premier League title race
(2026-05-10 21:18)

Arsenal needed a late goal and an even later, dramatic VAR call to stay in control of the Premier
League title race on Sunday. A 1-0 win over---

* Remains of U.S. soldier who went missing during military exercises in Morocco have been
recovered (2026-05-10 21:18)

The remains of a U.S. soldier who went missing during military exercises in Morocco a week ago
were recovered in the Atlantic Ocean, the army said Sunday. Military---

* Bodies retrieved from Indonesian volcano after eruption kills 3 hikers (2026-05-10 21:17)

Rescuers on Indonesia’ s remote island of Halmahera found the bodies of two Singaporean
hikers on Sunday, two days after they were caught in a volcanic eruption on---

* Dozens of Nigerian fishermen feared dead after Chad army strikes jihadists (2026-05-10
21:17)

Dozens of Nigerian fishermen are feared dead after a Chadian army attack against jihadists on
Lake Chad, a civilian militia member and a union official told AFP on---
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* Britain's Starmer fights for his job as calls for his ouster grow after local election losses
(2026-05-10 21:17)

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer is fighting for his job after devastating local election results
for his Labour Party spurred dozens of lawmakers to call for his resignation.---

* Russia and Ukraine accuse each other of violating 3-day truce (2026-05-10 21:17)

Russia and Ukraine swapped accusations of breaking a U.S.-brokered ceasefire on Sunday, with
both sides claiming to have suffered casualties in drone and artillery strikes over the past---

* Evacuation flights leave Tenerife after cruise ship virus outbreak (2026-05-10 21:17)

Groups of passengers and crew disembarked from a cruise ship hit by a deadly hantavirus
outbreak on Sunday to be evacuated to their home countries where they will---

* Trump calls Iran's response to U.S. peace proposal 'unacceptable’ (2026-05-10 21:17)

President Donald Trump on Sunday rejected Iran's response to a U.S. proposal for peace talks
to end the war, as two ships were allowed to pass through the---

* Odaiba art festival (2026-05-10 21:16)

Odaiba in Tokyo comes alive with a summer art festival.

* Anxiety, anticipation as World Cup one-month countdown begins (2026-05-10 21:13)

The one-month countdown to the 2026 World Cup gets under way on Monday with anticipation
crashing into anxiety as soaring ticket prices, political tensions in Donald Trump's America---

* Japan's Mitoma injured as World Cup looms (2026-05-10 21:13)

Japan's Kaoru Mitoma could face a battle to be fit for next month's World Cup after suffering an
apparent hamstring injury while playing in the English Premier League---

* Japanese novelist Koji Suzuki, known for 'Ring' horror trilogy, dies at 68 (2026-05-10 07:34)

Japanese novelist Koji Suzuki, best known for the Ring series of horror novels, died on Friday at
a hospital in Tokyo, his publisher said. He was 68. A---

* Man arrested over death of woman whose body was found in Osaka hotel room
(2026-05-10 07:34)

Police in Osaka have arrested a 29-year-old man on suspicion of robbery and murder after a
woman’ s body was found in a hotel room on Saturday morning. Police::-

* Death toll rises to 14 in Pakistan suicide attack (2026-05-10 07:20)

The death toll from a suicide attack on a security post in northwest Pakistan rose to 14 police
officers, authorities said early Sunday. A self-proclaimed breakaway group of---
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* Australia's right-wing One Nation party vows to fight mass migration after winning first
lower house seat (2026-05-10 03:23)

Australia's right-wing populist One Nation party, which wants to emulate U.S. President Donald
Trump's aggressive deportations, vowed to focus on ending mass migration, after winning its
first seat---

* Three men sent to prosecutors for robbing 167 vacant houses in 11 prefectures
(2026-05-09 22:36)

Three Thai men in their 30s have been sent to prosecutors in Ibaraki Prefecture, for breaking
into vacant houses and stealing cash and valuables, worth a total of---

* Bus driver in fatal highway crash in Fukushima had history of accidents (2026-05-09 20:50)

A 68-year-old bus driver arrested over a recent fatal crash on an expressway in northeastern
Japan had been involved in repeated traffic accidents earlier this year, an investigative---

* Woman robs taxi driver in Nagoya (2026-05-09 20:47)

A taxi driver was threatened and robbed of cash by a woman who refused to pay her fare in
Nagoya on Friday. According to police, the incident occurred---

« Police cracking down on outdoor seating in Tokyo’ s liveliest street market neighborhood
(2026-05-09 20:46)

There are two sides to Tokyo' s Ueno neighborhood, both literally and figuratively. Head out
one side of the station, and you’ Il find yourself in Ueno Park, a sprawling park that’ s---

* Japan's top tourist destinations concentrated in Kyoto, 6 other prefectures (2026-05-09
20:45)

Top destinations for inbound tourists are heavily concentrated in just seven of Japan's 47
prefectures, including Kyoto and Hokkaido, which collectively accounted for 72 of the country's
top...

* Spirit exit likely to lead to higher U.S. airfares, experts say (2026-05-09 20:44)

The demise of ultra low-cost carrier Spirit Airlines is expected to add further upward pressure to
U.S. fares, according to experts. Launched in 1992, the company is responsible---

* Japan, U.S., Australia, India top diplomats eye meeting in late May (2026-05-09 20:42)

The top diplomats of Japan, the United States, Australia and India are planning to meet in late
May in New Delhi, with efforts to reduce reliance on China---

* Sabalenka suffers surprise defeat to Cirstea at Italian Open (2026-05-09 20:41)

Top-ranked Aryna Sabalenka suffered a shock third-round loss to Sorana Cirstea at the Italian
Open on Saturday. Sabalenka appeared to be cruising to victory while leading by a---

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 26 — 2026-05-14


https://japantoday.com/category/world/australia%27s-trump-aligned-populists-vow-to-fight-mass-migration-after-winning-first-lower-house-seat
https://japantoday.com/category/world/australia%27s-trump-aligned-populists-vow-to-fight-mass-migration-after-winning-first-lower-house-seat
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/three-men-sent-to-prosecutors-for-robbing-167-vacant-houses-in-11-prefectures
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/Bus-driver-in-fatal-highway-crash-in-Fukushima-had-history-of-accidents
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/woman-robs-taxi-driver-in-nagoya
https://japantoday.com/category/national/police-cracking-down-on-outdoor-seating-in-tokyo%E2%80%99s-liveliest-street-market-neighborhood
https://japantoday.com/category/national/japan%27s-top-tourist-destinations-concentrated-in-kyoto-6-other-prefectures
https://japantoday.com/category/business/spirit-exit-likely-to-lead-to-higher-us-airfares-experts-say
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/japan-u.s.-australia-india-top-diplomats-eye-meeting-in-late-may
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/sabalenka-suffers-surprise-defeat-to-cirstea-at-italian-open

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

* Japan lands defending champion Qatar in tough 2027 Asian Cup group draw (2026-05-09
20:41)

Four-time winner Japan was grouped with defending champion Qatar at the 2027 Asian Cup in
the draw on Saturday. Saudi Arabia will host the 24-team tournament for the---

« Man City keeps title race alive; Liverpool frustrated by Chelsea (2026-05-09 20:40)

Manchester City kept the pressure on Arsenal at the top of the Premier League with a 3-0 win
over Brentford, while Liverpool were booed off after a 1-1--

* Table tennis win (2026-05-09 20:40)

Shunsuke Togami of Japan, right, celebrates on his way to defeating Guan-Hong Kuo of Chinese
Taipei in their men's semifinal match during the World Team Table Tennis Championships---

* Australia's far-right party wins first lower house seat (2026-05-09 20:40)

Australian far-right populist party Pauline Hanson's One Nation won its first seat in the
country's House of Representatives in a by-election on Saturday, a preliminary vote count
showed.---

* Magyar sworn in as Hungary's prime minister on promises of change (2026-05-09 20:40)

Center-right leader Peter Magyar was sworn in as Hungary's prime minister on Saturday,
propelled into office on promises of change after years of economic stagnation and strained
ties--

« Starmer vows to 'listen to voters' after election drubbing (2026-05-09 20:40)

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer promised on Saturday he would "listen to voters" after his
Labour party received a historic drubbing in local and regional elections. After a---

* Israeli strike kills seven in south Lebanon; Lebanese health ministry says (2026-05-09
20:40)

An Israeli strike on the southern Lebanese town of Saksakiyeh killed at least seven people,
including a child, and wounded 15 on Saturday, Lebanon's health ministry said. The---

* Countries prepare to evacuate hantavirus ship passengers (2026-05-09 20:40)

Countries prepared to evacuate their citizens from the luxury cruise ship hit by a deadly strain
of hantavirus that is due to anchor near Tenerife early on Sunday,---

+ U.S., Iran no closer to ending war as Qatari tanker sails toward Strait of Hormuz
(2026-05-09 20:39)

A state of relative calm prevailed around the Strait of Hormuz on Saturday, after days of
sporadic flare-ups, as the United States waited for Iran's response to its-
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* Putin says Ukraine war winding down; blasts West for backing Kyiv (2026-05-09 20:39)

Russian President Vladimir Putin on Saturday said the war in Ukraine was winding down,
slamming Western support for Kyiv, as the first day of a U.S.-brokered ceasefire was---

* World Cup to hold trio of star-studded opening ceremonies (2026-05-09 20:36)

The 2026 World Cup will feature a trilogy of opening ceremonies, with each of the host
countries -- Mexico, the United States and Canada -- getting its turn---

* Yokozuna Onosato, ozeki Aonishiki withdraw from sumo tournament (2026-05-09 07:05)

Yokozuna Onosato and Ukrainian-born ozeki Aonishiki have withdrawn from the upcoming
Summer Grand Sumo Tournament, it was confirmed Friday after neither was named in the list
of bouts---

* Woman found dead in hotel room in Osaka (2026-05-09 07:05)

Police in Osaka are investigating the death of a woman whose body was found in a hotel room
on Saturday morning. According to police, at around 5 a.m.,*

* Japan to send business delegation to Russia in late May (2026-05-09 07:03)

Japan is preparing to send an economic delegation to Russia later this month in a move aimed
at laying the groundwork for expanded business activity after the war---

* Chaos marks Venice Biennale after jury quits over Israeli and Russian participation
(2026-05-09 06:28)

Geopolitical tensions spilled over into the Venice Biennale contemporary art exhibition, which
opens its most chaotic and contested edition in memory Saturday with no Golden Lions after
the...

* Japan confirms year's first fatal bear attack; two more suspected (2026-05-08 21:05)

Japan confirmed Friday the first fatal bear attack of 2026 after a record 13 deaths last year, with
reports pointing to a jump in sightings as the animals---

* Japan's Mitsui 0.S.K. says 3 vessels did not pay tolls for Hormuz passage (2026-05-08
21:02)
Japanese shipping firm Mitsui O.S.K. Lines Ltd said Friday none of its three affiliated vessels that

transited the Strait of Hormuz in April carrying liquefied gas paid tolls.---

* Toyota sees profit drop as U.S. tariffs, Middle East war bite (2026-05-08 21:01)

Japanese auto giant Toyota forecast Friday a 22 percent fall in net profit in the year to next
March, as it struggles with the effects of U.S. tariffs---
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* Nintendo raises Switch price, forecasts lower profits (2026-05-08 21:01)

Nintendo’ s annual profit surged 52% in the last fiscal year, lifted by solid sales of its Switch 2
machines and software. The Japanese video-game company behind the Super---

* Djokovic beaten by Croatian qualifier 18 years younger than him at the Italian Open
(2026-05-08 21:00)

Novak Djokovic was beaten by a Croatian qualifier 18 years younger than him at the Italian
Open on Friday in his first match after two months out due---

* MLB's rookie class is making an impressive impact in early season games (2026-05-08
21:00)

Pittsburgh Pirates phenom Konnor Griffin stepped to the plate on Tuesday night against the
Arizona Diamondbacks and ripped a 110.1 mph laser high off the center-field wall at---

* Formula One engines to change again in 2027 (2026-05-08 21:00)

Formula One bosses have responded to the criticism of this season's power unit modifications
by agreeing to "further evolutionary changes" before a revamp for the 2027 season, the---

* Arsenal sense Premier League glory as Spurs eye safety (2026-05-08 21:00)

Arsenal are firmly back in control of the Premier League title race and a win at struggling West
Ham on Sunday could all but seal the Gunners' first---

* Japan baseball considers punishment for dangerous swings after umpire hit (2026-05-08
20:59)

Japanese baseball is considering punishing players for dangerous swings, reports said Friday, as
an umpire remains unconscious three weeks after being accidentally hit on the head by a--

* Sony, TSMC agree to cooperate on next-generation image sensor development
(2026-05-08 20:58)

Sony Semiconductor Solutions Corp, a wholly owned subsidiary of Sony Group Corp, and
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co said Friday they have agreed to cooperate for the
development and---

* Takaichi eyes South Korea visit around May 19-20 for summit talks: sources (2026-05-08
20:57)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is considering visiting South Korea later this month for
talks with President Lee Jae Myung, diplomatic sources said Friday. During her planned visit-

* Ainu remains return to Japan from London's Museum after over 100 years (2026-05-08
20:57)
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The remains of seven Ainu people were returned Friday to Japan from London's Natural History
Museum after more than 100 years, in an attempt by the Japanese government:--

* Japan general waste output hits record low in FY2024 (2026-05-08 20:56)

Japan's general waste output fell to a record low of 38.11 million tons in fiscal 2024, a
government survey showed Friday, due to a population decline and the--

* Singer Bonnie Tyler in induced coma in Portugal (2026-05-08 20:55)

Husky-voiced Welsh singer Bonnie Tyler was Friday in an induced coma in a hospital in Portugal
after emergency surgery, a spokesperson said. The 74-year-old star, best known for---

* Trump is lifting restrictions on hunting in national parks, refuges and wilderness areas
(2026-05-08 20:54)

President Donald Trump's administration is quietly pushing national park, refuge and
wilderness area managers to dramatically scale back hunting restrictions, raising questions
about visitor safety and the impact---

* British MPs to visit China this month (2026-05-08 20:54)

A cross-party delegation of British lawmakers will visit China this month, two sources familiar
with preparations said, in a sign of warming ties after Beijing agreed to lift---

* Spain readies for evacuations as hantavirus-hit cruise ship heads for the Canary Islands
(2026-05-08 20:54)

Spanish authorities on Friday were preparing to receive more than 140 passengers and crew
members on board a hantavirus-stricken cruise ship headed for the Canary Islands, where
health---

* Israeli airstrikes kill 5 in southern Lebanon as Hezbollah rockets hit open areas in Israel
(2026-05-08 20:54)

Israeli airstrikes on southern Lebanon killed at least five people Friday, while the Iran-backed
Hezbollah militant group fired rockets on northern Israel without inflicting any casualties. The
Health---

* Rubio presses Europe on Iran action as he seeks to mend ties with Italy and Vatican
(2026-05-08 20:54)

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio urged European allies Friday to move beyond rhetoric and
take concrete action against Iran, even as he sought to repair strained ties---

* Trump says Russia and Ukraine have agreed to his request for 3-day ceasefire and
prisoner swap (2026-05-08 20:54)
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President Donald Trump said Friday that the leaders of Russia and Ukraine have agreed to his
request for a three-day ceasefire and an exchange of prisoners, adding that---

* Bright lights and hot orbs: UFO files shed light on sightings but leave interpretation to the
public (2026-05-08 20:53)

Buzz Aldrin observing a “fairly bright light source” while aboard the Apollo 11. A mysterious
object making “multiple 90-degree turns” at a speedy clip. A blaringly bright object---

« Starmer vows to fight on after Labour punished in polls across Britain (2026-05-08 20:53)

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer vowed on Friday to stay in office to "deliver change" after his
Labour Party suffered heavy losses in English local elections and parliamentary---

* U.S. expects Iranian response to peace proposal on Friday, fighting flares in Gulf
(2026-05-08 20:53)

The United States said it expected an Iranian response as soon as later on Friday to its latest
proposal to end the war in the Gulf, even as---

« Steam oven range has new automatic grill & soup function (2026-05-08 20:51)

Panasonic will release the NE-BS9E steam oven range on June 1, as part of its "Bistro" series. It
features a double-sided grill function combining Panasonic's unique "High-Power Grilling---

+ U.S. authorities warn World Cup visitors of fentanyl-laced drugs (2026-05-08 20:49)

U.S. authorities have warned people visiting the United States for the World Cup that taking
recreational drugs could expose them to deadly doses of fentanyl, the powerful synthetic---

* Japan real wages rise for 3rd straight month but outpaced by price rises (2026-05-08 07:40)

Japan's real wages in March rose 1.0 percent from a year earlier for the third straight monthly
increase, reflecting firms' robust profits and their efforts to offer competitive---

* Man arrested for allegedly sexually assaulting teenage girl in apartment in Chiba
(2026-05-08 07:37)

Chiba prefectural police have arrested a 34-year-old man on suspicion of allegedly sexually
assaulting a teenage girl in an apartment. Police said Makoto Takayanagi, a company executive,
is...

* Police arrest bus driver in fatal highway crash; search operator (2026-05-08 07:34)

Police arrested a bus driver Thursday on suspicion of negligent driving after a crash on a
Fukushima expressway killed a high school student the previous day, as investigators---

* Sony reports declining profit but expects a record for this year (2026-05-08 07:34)
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Japanese electronics and entertainment giant Sony Group Corp reported a 3.4% drop in its
annual profit but projected Friday a comeback to record profits for the current fiscal---

* Nuclear reactor in central Japan halted after steam leak near turbine (2026-05-08 07:34)

The operator of a nuclear power plant in the central Japanese prefecture of Fukui said it halted
its reactor Friday morning after discovering steam leaking from near a---

* Global perceptions of U.S. under Trump worse than Russia, survey finds (2026-05-08 05:35)

Global perceptions of the U.S. have deteriorated for a second consecutive year and are now
worse than views of Russia, an annual study on democracy published on Friday---

* 3 Australian women back from Syria charged with slavery and terrorism over alleged IS
links (2026-05-08 03:21)

Three Australian women were charged on Friday with slavery and terrorism offenses after they
arrived home from Syria with another 10 others whom police allege are linked to---

* Judge rules Trump administration's cancellation of humanities grants was unconstitutional
(2026-05-08 03:08)

The Trump administration's cancellation of more than $100 million in humanities grants to
scholars, writers, research groups and other organizations was unconstitutional, and the
Department of Government Efficiency---

* Japan likely spent ¥4 tril in suspected currency intervention in May (2026-05-07 23:30)

Japan likely spent an additional 4 trillion yen ($25.6 billion) to shore up the yen in another
suspected market intervention following a yen-buying operation on April 30, a--

* Ruling LDP lawmakers to form new group, led by Aso, to push PM Takaichi's policies
(2026-05-07 23:30)

Key lawmakers of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party are set to launch a new group to
promote the national security and economic policy agendas of Prime Minister Sanae---

+ U.S. trade court rules against Trump's 10% global tariffs (2026-05-07 23:29)

The U.S. trade court on Thursday ruled against President Donald Trump's latest 10% global
tariffs, finding they were not justified under a 1970s trade law. However, the court---

+ U.S. and Iran exchange fire; Trump calls it a 'love tap' (2026-05-07 23:28)

The United States and Iran exchanged fire on Thursday in the most serious test yet of their
month-long ceasefire, but Iran said the situation returned to normal while---

* Zelenskyy warns against attending Russia's parade as Moscow repeats threats (2026-05-07
22:10)
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Thursday warned allies of Russia against attending
its May 9 WWII victory parade, as Moscow doubled down on its threat to strike Kyiv---

* U.S. jobless claim applications rise to 200,000 (2026-05-07 21:58)

U.S. jobless claim applications rose last week but remain at historically low levels despite
elevated inflation and other economic headwinds. The number of Americans filing for
unemployment benefits---

* McDonald's focus on value lifts first-quarter sales, but company says gas prices could dent
demand (2026-05-07 21:48)

McDonald’ s posted better-than-expected sales in the first quarter but said high gas prices and
consumer anxiety over the Iran war could dent sales this spring. The average price---

* Billie Eilish and James Cameron make concert movie magic with 'Hit Me Hard and Soft'
(2026-05-07 21:45)

Billie Eilish is levitating. Or so it seems. When the pop star first emerges on screen in the
mouthful “Billie Eilish — Hit Me Hard and Soft: The---

* Japan, South Korea hold 1st vice-ministerial 2-plus-2 security talks (2026-05-07 21:44)

Japan and South Korea held their first vice minister-level "two-plus-two" security talks in Seoul
on Thursday, discussing the situation in the Middle East as well as responses to---

* Google faces new UK lawsuit over online display ads (2026-05-07 21:42)

Google faces a fresh UK lawsuit accusing it of abusing its dominance in online display
advertising, the claimants announced Thursday, in the latest antitrust action against the U.S.---

* Liverpool scales back plans for ticket price increases after protests from fans (2026-05-07
21:41)

After facing a call to sell the Red Sox, Fenway Sports Group moved to quell protests from
Liverpool fans by backing down over planned ticket price increases. Liverpool---

* IOC rules out 'crossover' sports at 2030 Winter Olympics (2026-05-07 21:41)

The IOC on Thursday ruled out adding year-round sports without snow or ice to the 2030
Winter Olympics but did not exclude the possibility at a later date.-

« [talian Open leaders side with players on prize money issue and aim to become a 5th
Grand Slam (2026-05-07 21:41)

Italian Open organizers are supporting tennis players who are urging a boycott unless the
Grand Slam tournaments improve their prize money. Angelo Binaghi, the president of the
Italian---
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* Villa crush Forest to reach Europa League final against Freiburg (2026-05-07 21:40)

Aston Villa reached their first European final for 44 years in memorable style with a 4-0
demolition of Nottingham Forest in the Europa League semifinals on Thursday. Unai---

* Crystal Palace beats Shakhtar to reach first European final (2026-05-07 21:40)

Crystal Palace swept past Shakhtar Donetsk 5-2 on aggregate to reach their first-ever European
final on Thursday, giving manager Oliver Glasner the chance of a fairytale end to---

+ IOC urges sports to let Belarus athletes compete again without vetting as neutrals
(2026-05-07 21:40)

In a political shift Thursday, the International Olympic Committee said athletes from Belarus
should once again compete with their full national identity and not be vetted for neutral---

* Sinner adds his voice to French Open prize money protests and awaits Wimbledon
response (2026-05-07 21:40)

The top tennis players are already upset they're not receiving a bigger share of tournament
revenues at the French Open. Now they’ re hoping Wimbledon and the U.S. Open--

* Australian women linked to ISIS arrested, accused of slavery after Syrian return
(2026-05-07 21:39)

Three Australian women linked to the extremist group Islamic State were arrested on Thursday
after arriving home with their children following years in a camp in Syria, and are---

« Civilians lynched in Mali witch hunt after jihadist, rebel attacks (2026-05-07 21:39)

Abdoulaye Diarra was beaten and burnt alive near his home in the Malian capital, wrongly
accused of being a "terrorist" because of his shabby clothes and long hair.--

* French prosecutors seek charges against Elon Musk and X over child sexual abuse images
(2026-05-07 21:39)

French prosecutors are seeking charges against Elon Musk and his social platform X for child
sexual abuse images on the platform, deepfakes, disinformation and complicity in denying
crimes:-

* Explosion hits Netherlands' largest political party's headquarters, police say (2026-05-07
21:39)
An explosion damaged the headquarters of the largest party in the Dutch parliament, D66, on

Thursday evening, local police said, adding there were  no injuries. Police said a--

* Brazil's Lula sees reset in relations with U.S. after talks with Trump (2026-05-07 21:38)

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said on Thursday that three hours of White House
talks with U.S. President Donald Trump had helped to stabilize Brazil-U.S. relations---
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« Trump says EU has until July 4 to approve last year’ s trade deal or it will face higher
tariffs (2026-05-07 21:38)

President Donald Trump said in a Thursday social media post that goods from the European
Union would face higher tariff rates if the 27-member bloc fails to approve---

* How public health officials are tracing contacts of hantavirus victims (2026-05-07 21:38)

Hantaviruses do not spread easily between people, which makes health officials confident the
recent outbreak on a cruise ship that has killed three people will not turn into---

* After Beirut strike, Netanyahu says 'no immunity' for militants (2026-05-07 21:38)

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Thursday there was no "immunity" for Israel's
enemies, a day after the Israeli military targeted a Hezbollah commander in its first strike---

* Pope Leo, Rubio commit to stronger ties, Vatican says, amid Trump tensions (2026-05-07
21:36)

Pope Leo and U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio jointly committed at a meeting on Thursday
to improving relations between the Vatican and Washington, at a time when---

* Shakira teases new song for FIFA World Cup 2026 with Afrobeats star Burna Boy called '
Dai Dai' (2026-05-07 21:30)

From Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro, just in time for the FIFA World Cup, emerges a
familiar global superstar: Shakira. The Colombian singer shared a minute-long teaser---

* World Cup will be missing some star players as injuries mount before the big kickoff
(2026-05-07 21:30)

Kylian Mbappé is sidelined with a hamstring injury. Lamine Yamal is out for the rest of the
season and so is Brazil star Estévao. There was also a---

* Rail fare to World Cup final stadium is cut ... to $105 (2026-05-07 21:30)

The price of a round trip rail ticket from New York to the nearby stadium that will host the final
and seven other matches at the World Cup---

* Tokyo Aqua Symphony (2026-05-07 21:24)
People watch a water fountain show with light and music called Tokyo Aqua Symphony at
Odaiba Beach in Tokyo on Thursday night.
* Nikkei ends at record high above 62,000, logging highest single-day point gain (2026-05-07
10:36)

The Nikkei stock index ended at a new record high above the 62,000 line on Thursday, posting
its largest-ever single-day point gain of more than 3,300, as hopes---
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* Bessent plans 3-day trip to Japan next week before China visit (2026-05-07 10:36)

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent will make a three-day trip to Japan from Monday, possibly
meeting with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, before heading to China, officials familiar with---

* Man arrested for strangling 95-year-old mother to death in car (2026-05-07 07:00)

Police in Mikasa City, Hokkaido, have arrested a 68-year-old man on suspicion of killing his
mother. Police said Hiroaki Kashima is accused of strangling his mother, Sumiko Kashima,---

* Japan FY2025 nuclear output highest since 2011 crisis at 34% of capacity (2026-05-07
06:59)

Japan's nuclear power output rose to 33.6 percent of the total capacity of operable reactors in
fiscal 2025, the highest level since the 2011 Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster,---

* Australia to force gas giants to reserve fuel for domestic use (2026-05-07 05:48)

Australia will look to stave off energy shortages by forcing major gas companies to reserve 20
percent of their exports for domestic use, Energy Minister Chris Bowen said---

* Russia ramping up its attempts to kill opponents in Europe, intelligence officials say
(2026-05-07 05:44)

When Vladimir Osechkin wants to take his children to school or go to the supermarket, he calls
the police. The Russian activist has lived under protection since 2022---

* Australian state overturns Melbourne ban on World Cup watch party (2026-05-07 03:14)

Australian authorities on Thursday reversed a ban on public watch parties in Melbourne's
Federation Square for the 2026 football World Cup after the decision sparked an outcry. The---

Source: Mainichi Daily News
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* Aoi Matsuri: A Kyoto Festival with a Long History (2026-05-14 06:00)

An Aristocratic ProcessionThe Aoi Matsuri, ranked among Kyoto&rsquo;s top three festivals, is
the main shrine festival for Shimogamo and Kamigamo Shrines. The event is said to have
originated in the ...
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* Honda, Hit by Massive Losses, Moves to Rethink EV Strategy (2026-05-14 06:00)

Trump&rsquo;s Policy ShiftOn March 12, Honda announced that it would record net losses of
&yen;690 billion for the fiscal year ending March 2026, a reversal from its &yen;835.8 billion in
profitin fi...

« The Six-Month Slump? Takaichi’ s Support Drops Somewhat in April 2026 (2026-05-13
18:00)

No Major Moves in Monthly NumbersEight major Japanese media outfits gauge public
sentiment with monthly opinion surveys. The results are out for the polls carried out in April,
showing mixed results f...

* Japan Looks Seaward for Rare-Earth Independence (2026-05-12 18:00)

Rare Earth Recovered from Deep SeabedIn February 2026, a research team under the Japan
Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology JAMSTEC) succeeded in extracting
rare-earth-rich mud from the sea...

*Japan’ s Minamitorishima Island: Potential Site for Mining Rare Earths and Storing
Nuclear Waste (2026-05-12 18:00)

A Remote LocationMinamitorishima is Japan&rsquo;s easternmost island and belongs to the
municipality of Ogasawara, which oversees a number of Pacific islands and is administratively
part of the Tokyo ...

* Tokyo Aqua Symphony: A Watery Light and Sound Spectacle Opens at Odaiba (2026-05-12
12:00)

A Flashy Extravaganza Above Tokyo BayAt 150 meters high and 250 meters wide, the new Tokyo
Aqua Symphony is one of the world&rsquo;s largest fountain shows. Set against a backdrop of
the city&rsquo;s ...

* Bear Sightings Surge in Japan After Hibernation Period Ends (2026-05-11 18:00)

Fatal Bear Incident in AprilBears in Japan emerge from hibernation from around the end of
March and begin to actively roam around in search of food. This year has again seen an
increase in sightings o...

* Spring Wage Hikes Signal Shift in Japanese Economy: But Small Businesses Struggle to
Meet Costs (2026-05-11 18:00)

Wage Hikes as the New NormalThe results of Japan&rsquo;s 2026 shunto spring labor
negotiations have been encouraging. On March 18, a raft of major companies announced their
decision to fully accept th...

* Survey Finds Over 40% of Young People in Japan Faced Rent Hikes in 2025 (2026-05-10
18:00)
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Rent Increases of &yen;5,000 or More Are CommonA survey conducted in Japan by the
credit-based rent payment service Crecari found that 42.1% of people in their twenties and
thirties who renewed their ...

- Japan’ s Convenience Store Restrooms: A Public Service or a Business Burden?
(2026-05-10 18:00)

Open to the PublicJapan&rsquo;s largest three convenience store chains are Seven-Eleven, with
21,000 stores across the country, FamilyMart with 16,000, and Lawson with 14,000.Shoppers are
able to use ...

« Japan’ s Task: Safeguarding Maritime Security in the Indo-Pacific (2026-05-10 18:00)

Japan&rsquo;s Post&ndash;World War II Engagement with Southeast Asia: A Primarily Economic
ApproachAfter accepting the Potsdam Declaration in August 1945, Japan renounced all overseas
territories, inc...

* A Dash of Soy for Joy: Shoyu Recipes to Thrill the Palate (2026-05-09 18:00)

Dip, Drizzle, and PourAs shdyu, or Japanese soy sauce, is quite strong and salty on its own, it is
usually poured into a small dish and used as a dip for sushi, sashimi, and yakinori roasted
seaweed. ...

* Shoyu: A Source of Flavor Essential to Japanese Cuisine (2026-05-08 18:00)

A True Taste of HomeShoyu, or soy sauce, is one of Japan&rsquo;s most representative foods
and an essential condiment in Japanese cuisine. It is widely used to add flavor and aroma to
dishes and is so...

* Ueno Park: A Tokyo Destination for Fans of Art, Animals, and History (2026-05-07 18:00)

Cultural AssociationsUeno Park is a large, green space in northeastern Tokyo known for its
cultural associations, with museums including Tokyo National Museum, the National Museum
of Nature and Scienc...

* As Japan’ s Organized Crime Gangs Decline, Fast-Moving Tokurya Groups Increase
Presence (2026-05-07 18:00)

Membership FallingA report by Japan&rsquo;s National Police Agency on organized crime in
2025 showed that the number of members and associate members of designated organized
crime groups (boryokudan) ...

« Edo-Tokyo Museum Reopens with “Great Edo” Exhibition Showcasing Its Collection
Highlights (2026-05-07 18:00)

Return of a Popular FavoriteThe Edo-Tokyo Museum reopened on March 31, 2026, after four
years of renovation; the facility is dedicated to the history of Japan&rsquo;s capital, formerly
known as Edo. T...
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* Mori Hanae’ s Butterfly Effect: Lessons in the Power of Japanese Womanhood
(2026-05-07 18:00)

Mori Hanae (1926&ndash;2022) was a pioneer who built a cultural bridge between East and
West while celebrating the Japanese spirit and aesthetic through the medium of fashion. An
international presenc...

Source: The Japan Times

* Shohei Ohtani strikes out eight in gem to help Dodgers end losing streak (2026-05-14
05:02)

Ohtani (3-2) allowed four hits with two walks and eight strikeouts as he lowered his ERA to 0.82
in seven starts.

* TDK ready to step up investment to ride Al wave (2026-05-14 04:43)

CEO Noboru Saito sees the surge of Al applications and services escalating the need for denser
and more advanced energy storage.

* Japanese researchers identify scientific mechanism behind crows' black color (2026-05-14
03:35)

The research team created the pigment cell receptor for large-billed crows in culture and
conducted a detailed analysis.

* Japanese crude tanker emerges outside Hormuz in rare transit (2026-05-14 03:25)

The tanker is listed as part of refiner Eneos Holdings' fleet.

* Pep Guardiola says all Man City can do is hope Arsenal slips up in title race (2026-05-14
02:55)

With two games remaining for both challengers, City still has a chance of securing a seventh
league crown in nine years.

* Japan's top court seeks judge's dismissal over his suspected online gambling (2026-05-14
02:52)
The Akita District Public Prosecutors Office indicted the judge on suspicion of accessing an
online casino site more than 60,000 times and gambling from April to September 2023.

«Japan’ s regional bank M&A; wave to create ¥11.6 trillion lender (2026-05-14 02:51)

Aichi Financial Group and San ju San Financial Group have acknowledged that a shrinking
population drove their plans to consolidate.
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* Sake Brewer Dassai Features Art in Pop-Up at Mitsukoshi Store (2026-05-14 02:34)

The temporary shop at the flagship department store in Tokyo showcases artworks expressing
the essence of sake brewing as felt by artists who visited Dassai's brewery.

* War turmoil saps Asian reserves with Philippines and India hit most (2026-05-14 02:31)

The slide in reserves adds to evidence that Asia has been one of the biggest losers from the
Middle East conflict due to its reliance on energy imports.

* No. 1 Nelly Korda credits stronger mindset as foundation for latest run of success
(2026-05-14 02:16)

Korda has won three of her first six events in 2026 while finishing runner-up in the other three.

* Local railway operator offers chances to stream original music (2026-05-14 02:15)

The Toyama company is pushing the project forward as part of local revitalization efforts.

* Japanese fans getting crash course in cricket as Asian Games approach (2026-05-14 02:08)

Korogi Sports Park is part of an ambitious strategy to popularize cricket in baseball-mad Japan.

* Japan megabanks set to win Mythos access after Bessent visit (2026-05-14 02:03)

Mythos access could be granted to MUFG Bank, Sumitomo Mitsui Banking and Mizuho Bank as
early as the end of May.

* Britain's local council pensions bet big on shadow lending (2026-05-14 02:02)

Local government pension plans managing assets totaling some 400 billion pounds ($541
billion) are among Britain's biggest investors in nonbank "shadow lending" funds.

« Musk’ s xAl races to get Wall Street firms to use Grok chatbot (2026-05-14 01:54)

The blitz forms part of a push to bolster revenue ahead of parent company SpaceX's initial
public offering.

* Political tension in the Philippines escalates after Senate gunfire (2026-05-14 01:48)

Philippine Sen. Ronald dela Rosa has sought refuge in the Senate after the International
Criminal Court issued a warrant against him over his role in a deadly drug crackdown.

* How a rival became one of Takaichi’ s most trusted allies (2026-05-14 01:38)

Foreign ministers usually don't command much authority. Toshimitsu Motegi is different.

* Honda set to receive financial boost amid engine problems in Formula One (2026-05-14
01:37)

Formula One entered a new engine era this season, with Honda replacing Mercedes as Aston
Martin's supplier in an arrangement that has  produced results far below expectations.
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* Japan's ruling LDP may consider spending up to 5% of GDP on security (2026-05-14 01:34)

A further increase in security spending is among issues set to be discussed as part of a plan to
revise Japan's three key security-related documents this year.

* Warsh confirmed as Fed chair as central bank faces Trump assault (2026-05-14 01:27)

The Senate voted 54 to 45 in favor of Warsh, with Republicans holding a slim majority and
ensuring U.S. President Donald Trump's nominee to replace Jerome Powell was confirmed.

+ U.S. tariff whiplash pushed toy factory in China to brink of collapse (2026-05-14 01:18)

Had the United States kept tariffs on Chinese imports at triple digits for even one more day last
year, toy manufacturer Huntar Company would have collapsed.

* Shionogi pill prevents COVID-19 in household exposure study (2026-05-14 01:14)

The results mark the first late-stage success for an oral antiviral used to prevent COVID-19 after
exposure.

* Government ramps up push to enhance intelligence capabilities (2026-05-14 01:09)

As a first step, the government plans to establish a national intelligence bureau as early as July.

* Iran war throws wrench in peace process between Turkey and Kurdish militants
(2026-05-14 00:52)

Ankara and the Kurdistan Workers' Party have dug in to watch the fallout of the Iran war, each
refusing to move next and stalling efforts to end the four-decade conflict.

* Man accused of running China police outpost in New York convicted (2026-05-14 00:44)

The man, a U.S. citizen, was also convicted in Brooklyn federal court of obstruction of justice.

* Saudi warplanes struck militias in Iraq during war, sources say (2026-05-14 00:28)

The strikes are part of a broader pattern of military responses around the Persian Gulf that
stayed mostly hidden during a conflict that began with U.S.-Israeli attacks on Iran.

« Canada court quashes Alberta separatists’ bid for referendum (2026-05-13 23:59)

A judge found the government failed to meet its obligation to consult with Indigenous peoples
about the move.

* Russian airspace breaches show need to boost NATO eastern flank air defense, say
leaders (2026-05-13 23:21)

The meeting aims to find ways to mend a widening rift between U.S. President Donald Trump
and Europe over the Iran crisis.

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 62— 2026-05-14


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/14/japan/politics/security-spending-hike-study/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/05/14/warsh-fed-chair-central-bank-trump/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/05/14/economy/us-tariff-china-toy-factory/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/14/japan/science-health/shionogi-covid-pill-post-exposure-study/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/14/japan/politics/intelligence-capacity-enhancement/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/14/world/politics/iran-war-turkey-pkk-peace/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/14/world/crime-legal/china-police-outpost-ny-convicted/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/14/world/saudi-warplanes-iraq-militias/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/14/world/politics/canada-court-alberta-separatists-referendum/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/14/world/politics/russian-airspace-nato-air-defense/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/14/world/politics/russian-airspace-nato-air-defense/

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

* Why more intense bursts of rain are making the planet drier (2026-05-13 23:14)

Intense, concentrated rainstorms have been on the rise for decades. And those bigger storms
turn out to have a counterintuitive effect.

* LDP panel approves government proposal to revise retrial system (2026-05-13 12:32)

The approval paves the way for the revision — a top priority for the government — to be
submitted to the current parliamentary session.

* Trump becomes first U.S. leader to visit China since > 17 as high-stakes summit looms
(2026-05-13 11:58)

The high-stakes summit with Chinese leader Xi Jinping will see the president confront a China
that is far more confident and assertive than the one he visited nearly a decade ago.

* Japan suspends Eddie Jones for verbally abusing officials (2026-05-13 11:56)

Jones will miss Japan's Nations Championship opener against Italy in Tokyo on July 4.

* 'Robot wolves' in high demand to scare off bears in Japan (2026-05-13 09:22)

Monster Wolf is an animatoronic scarecrow with flashing red eyes that howls and growls
menacingly to scare away wild animals.

* Giants beat Dodgers again despite Ohtani snapping cold streak (2026-05-13 09:17)

Shohei Ohtani hit his first home run in his last 12 games as a hitter and his second in 23 games
with a trip to the plate.

* Nissan expects return to profit after huge loss (2026-05-13 09:16)

Like other Japanese carmakers, Nissan is being squeezed by U.S. tariffs, the Middle East war and
fierce competition from Chinese rivals, but it also has its own issues.

* Heatstroke doubles risks for cataracts, Japanese study finds (2026-05-13 09:03)

The study by researchers at the Nagoya Institute of Technology is the largest one to show a
possible link between a rise in body temperature and the condition.

« Health panel approves coverage for iPS cell-derived Parkinson’ s disease treatment
(2026-05-13 09:00)

The approval of Sumitomo Pharma's Amchepry makes it the world's first commercialized
medical product derived from iPS cells.

«BOJ’ s policy rate likely to reach 2% by end-2027, OECD says (2026-05-13 08:31)

The report marks the OECD's first survey on Japan since January 2024, when the BOJ's policy
rate was still in negative territory.
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* SoftBank profit jumps, emboldens Son to bet more on OpenAI (2026-05-13 08:26)

SoftBank earned a net income of ¥1.83 trillion in its fiscal fourth quarter, compared with the
average analyst estimate of ¥295.2 billion.

* Designated trash bags run low in Japan as fears grow over supply shortages (2026-05-13
08:04)

Reports of a naphtha shortage have driven some to hoard city-designated trash bags needed in
some areas to dispose of waste.

* Japan to procure 70% of its oil for June from outside Middle East (2026-05-13 07:47)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi also instructed industry minister Ryosei Akazawa to work to
further increase the rate of crude oil procurement from alternative sources in July.

* Walton offers Japanese investors a hedge with exposure to U.S. land assets (2026-05-13
07:22)

Its 360-square-kilometer property portfolio might provide stability regardless of what the public
markets do.

« Japan’ s current account surplus hit record high in March (2026-05-13 07:20)

Data on the nation's balance of payments with the rest of world showed that the surplus
climbed in March to ¥4.7 trillion, up 29.1% from a year earlier.

* Legendary figure skater Kaori Sakamoto announces marriage (2026-05-13 07:10)

The 2026 world champion revealed the personal news during her retirement news conference.

* China's fishing fleet raises concerns off Argentina (2026-05-13 07:09)

The size of the flotilla has increased by nearly 50% over the last decade, sparking a fear of
overfishing and suspicion of intelligence gathering.

« Kirishima’ s hot streak saves summer tournament from disastrous start (2026-05-13
07:07)
Three days into the Summer Basho, Kirishima is the clear favorite as injuries and poor form

strip the tournament of many of sumo's biggest stars.

* Calbee’ s switch to black-and-white packaging brings home impact of Iran war
(2026-05-13 07:05)

The government maintains that there is enough naphtha for local industries, though
bottlenecks have been identified.

* Wembanyama leads Spurs to brink as Timberwolves routed (2026-05-13 07:01)
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French star Victor Wembanyama was back in the Spurs line-up after escaping a suspension for
his ejection in Game 4 on Sunday

* Southampton to play Hull at Wembley for Premier League place (2026-05-13 07:01)

Emotions were already running high after Middlesbrough accused Southampton of illegally
spying on its training before the first leg at the Riverside Stadium.

* OECD chief sees Japan's zero consumption tax plan as costly (2026-05-13 06:39)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's administration plans to reduce the consumption tax on food
items to zero for two years to cope with inflation.

* Nidec shares tumble after product quality issues compound bookkeeping scandal
(2026-05-13 06:24)

The Kyoto-based world's largest maker of precision motors said the issues involved changes
made to materials, processes and designs without approval.

« Japan’ s coal power generation climbs as war makes LNG more expensive (2026-05-13
06:15)

The 30-day moving average for coal generation across Japan's main islands was up 17% on
Tuesday compared with the same period last year.

- Sweden’ s EQT to acquire Japanese firm behind popular restaurant site Tabelog
(2026-05-13 05:54)

The Swedish private equity firm has announced plans to acquire Tabelog's parent company,
Kakaku.com, in a deal expected to be valued around ¥590 billion.

* Government pleased with drop in business manager visa applications after rule changes
(2026-05-13 05:53)

Immigration chief Kimi Onoda says the revision of the approval criteria has alleviated concerns
that the visa was being misused as a means of obtaining residency.

* Tokyo couple and son arrested on suspicion of locking up daughter in closet for days
(2026-05-13 05:49)

The girl, a middle schooler, was found suffering from hypothermia and bedsores on her back
when she was rescued in January, and required about a week of treatment.

* Japan cleaner goes viral with spa-like service for plushies (2026-05-13 05:39)

Videos of the meticulous care that cuddly toys receive at Cleaning Yonmarusan have
mesmerized fans on social media, attracting customers from around the world.
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* Convenience store operators work to have their stores act as disaster hubs (2026-05-13
05:11)

By leveraging their nationwide store networks, convenience store operators are working to
provide free access to communications services and electricity in times of emergency.

« Japan’ s 20-year bond yield rises to 1997 high on inflation woes (2026-05-13 04:19)

Upward pressure on Japanese government bond yields is building as oil prices remain elevated
after the U.S. and Iran rejected each other's proposals to end the conflict.

* Japanese restorer reviving ukiyo-e in Germany (2026-05-13 04:07)

The museum is promoting a project to sort and restore more than 10,000 Japanese artworks
that have been kept in its repository.

* South Korea weighs phased Hormuz role after U.S. talks, minister says (2026-05-13 03:46)

South Korea's Defense Minister said phased support could include expressions of political
support, personnel dispatches, information-sharing and providing military assets.

* 'Not my son's fault': The women bearing the children of Sudan's war rapes (2026-05-13
03:26)

Rape is being used as a weapon "of war, dominance, destruction and genocide" in Sudan "to
destroy the fabric of society and change its makeup," one U.N. special rapporteur says.

* After cost cuts and reforms, Panasonic enters decisive stage in turnaround (2026-05-13
03:07)

Fiscal 2026 is shaping up to be a pivotal year for the major manufacturer as it seeks to break
free from prolonged stagnation and place its recovery on firmer ground.

* Children facing parental violence more likely to turn to delinquency (2026-05-13 03:05)

A group of researchers surveyed students at five junior high schools in the Kansai region
between December 2024 and January 2025 for the study.

* Draft of emergency clause for Constitution includes extending lawmakers' terms
(2026-05-13 02:49)

The draft did not show an upper limit for how long lawmakers' terms can be extended, while
stating there are opinions calling for setting it to "one year" or "six months."

* Teenager arrested over train odor incident in Kanagawa (2026-05-13 02:42)

The suspect, who lives in Tokyo's Ota Ward, has admitted to the allegation, according to
investigators.

+ U.S. intelligence shows Iran retains substantial missile capabilities (2026-05-13 02:12)
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Iran has retained roughly 70% of its prewar missile stockpile, according to U.S. assessments.

* Grizzlies forward Brandon Clarke dies at 29 (2026-05-13 01:51)

NBC Los Angeles reported that Clarke's death is being investigated as a possible overdose.

* Brazil's Lula launches plan to fight organized crime ahead of elections (2026-05-13 01:45)

Brazil's battle with powerful criminal factions has been a point of tension with the U.S., and a
priority during last week's meeting between Lula and President Donald Trump.

* Alleged TMDB mastermind Jho Low seeks presidential pardon (2026-05-13 01:41)

The fugitive financier is accused of being the architect of a scheme that siphoned at least $4.5
billion from Malaysia's sovereign wealth fund, 1Malaysia Development Berhad.

* Mitoma set to miss World Cup due to injury (2026-05-13 01:38)

The 28-year-old midfielder injured his left leg while playing for Brighton and Hove Albion FC in
an English Premier League match on Saturday.

* Uncertainty over hantavirus spread complicates global response to cruise ship outbreak
(2026-05-13 01:28)

While some repatriated passengers are being placed in biocontainment units, such as in France,
passengers in the Netherlands are being asked to self-isolate for six weeks.

* Exuberant eater Minori will bless your home (2026-05-13 01:09)

This 5-year-old cat with a charming orange-and-white coat has a lot of love to give.

* No trees, no fans: surviving extreme heat in India's salt pans (2026-05-13 01:06)

Up to 50,000 workers in the western state of Gujarat spend eight months a year in the remote
salt pans without electricity or healthcare, relying on a tanker to deliver water.

* Mosquitoes: bloodsuckers and flower lovers (2026-05-13 01:05)

The role that mosquitoes play in flower reproduction is far less studied than that of bees or
butterflies.

* Russia tests long-range missile after U.S. nuclear treaty expires (2026-05-13 01:04)

The ending of the New START agreement in February formally released the world's two largest
nuclear powers from a raft of restrictions.

* Who are the candidates running for U.N. secretary-general? (2026-05-13 01:01)

The 10th United Nations secretary-general will be elected this year for a five-year term starting
onjan. 1, 2027.
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* How a jet fuel supply crunch threatens summer flights (2026-05-13 00:59)

Faced with higher fuel costs and lower supply, airlines have axed thousands of flights, grounded
less-efficient aircraft and raised airfares.

«Japan’ s Sojitz eyes Southeast Asia for new rare earths supply (2026-05-13 00:52)

The company will also consider India and other countries if suitable rare earths investment
opportunities exist there.

« U.K.” s Starmer clings on as rivals try to build coup momentum (2026-05-13 00:26)

About 90 Labour Party lawmakers called for U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer to stand down,
saying they believed the governing party needs new leadership.

« Investors say they want Trump and Xi to stay out of AI' s way (2026-05-13 00:23)

Whether the U.S. will relax chip export restrictions will be a point of focus at the two leaders'
summit.

* Trump faces emboldened Xi in China as Iran war clips U.S. leverage (2026-05-12 23:40)

As the war extends into its third month, China appears to hold unique sway as the biggest buyer
of the Islamic Republic's oil and a strategic partner of Tehran.

* CRA accepts proposals on imperial family membership revision (2026-05-12 23:37)

The proposals include allowing female imperial family members to retain their status after
marriage and adopting male members of former imperial branches back into the family.

* High court finds exclusion of nonbinary gender option in family register system
unconstitutional (2026-05-12 23:36)

Gender identity is "directly linked to an individual's personal existence, making it a significant
legal good," the court has said in its judgment.

* Iran says U.S. must accept its peace plan or face 'failure’ (2026-05-12 22:25)

The war has spread throughout the Middle East and roiled the global economy despite the
ceasefire, impacting hundreds of millions worldwide.

* Saudi Arabia launched covert attacks on Iran as regional war widened, sources say
(2026-05-12 22:19)

The attacks mark the first time that Riyadh is known to have directly carried out military action
on Iranian soil and show it is becoming much bolder in defending itself.

* Inside the jails where Russia breaks Ukrainian prisoners 'like dogs' (2026-05-12 12:13)

Former prisoners and families of detainees have described how strong men were "broken like
dogs."
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* Crude oil from Azerbaijan arrives in Japan (2026-05-12 08:35)

Japan received the shipment of U.S. oil in late April and Russian oil earlier this month.

* Tokyo court rejects refugee's bid for naturalization over limited Japanese skills (2026-05-12
08:16)

The case highlighted the unclear criteria foreign residents face when wanting to become a
naturalized citizen in Japan, with the plaintiff's lawyers calling it a "black box."

* Japan and the U.S. in sync on the yen, Katayama says (2026-05-12 08:03)

The finance minister has stopped short of saying that the two countries are engaged in
coordinated intervention in the currency market or that they are planning a joint response.

* How China could lull Trump into softening U.S. language on Taiwan (2026-05-12 07:57)

Any changes would be a boon for China, which views "the Taiwan question" as "the most
sensitive red line in bilateral relations."

« Daiichi Sankyo bets on new cancer drugs to fuel future growth (2026-05-12 07:34)

The Japanese drugmaker aims to more than double oncology revenue to above ¥2.3 trillion by
2030 and become one of the world's top five oncology players by 2035.

* Why the Trump-Xi summit will be underwhelming (2026-05-12 07:22)
The best-case scenario for the Trump-Xi summit might be that the two leaders agree to disagree
on the many fundamental challenges in the U.S.-China relationship.
* Black bear sightings in Japan more than doubled in 2025 (2026-05-12 07:11)
The total number of deaths caused by bear attacks in fiscal 2025 was 13, the highest in recorded
history.
* Duterte ally flees agents in Philippine Senate to avoid arrest under ICC warrant
(2026-05-12 07:05)
Closed-circuit television caught images of Sen. Ronald dela Rosa dashing down hallways and up
emergency stairwells to evade arrest.
* How China's evolving consumer habits may protect the Amazon rainforest (2026-05-12
06:58)
A pledge from a meat association in Tianjin to buy deforestation-free beef is challenging a

long-held assumption among Brazilian farmers that China cares only about price.

« South Korea roils market by floating ‘citizen dividend” from AI gains (2026-05-12 06:28)
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The benchmark Kospi sank as much as 5.1%, then pared losses after the influential policy
adviser clarified he wanted to tap "excess tax revenue" generated from the Al boom.

« Commission fees for furusato nozei portal sites exceed 10% of donated funds (2026-05-12
06:25)

The ministry plans to urge such portal site operators to lower their fees, as part of plans to
increase the amount of donated funds made available to local governments.

« The EU’ s commission chief is increasingly seen as too powerful (2026-05-12 06:16)

Sources say Ursula von der Leyen's working style is leading her broader campaign to revive the
EU project to falter.

* Even in North Korea, someone's in your parking spot (2026-05-12 06:09)

North Korea's capital is experiencing a surge in passenger cars, creating traffic jams for the first
time and necessitating new parking lots.

* Thunder eke out sweep-sealing win over Lakers (2026-05-12 06:07)

Austin Reaves put  up 27 points while Rui Hachimura added 25 points and eight rebounds for
the Lakers, who head into the offseason with major changes possibly in store.

« Britain’ s political center crumbles as Reform surges (2026-05-12 06:06)

British voters seize the opportunity to protest against perceived failure by ministers at
Westminster, rather than to choose the best councilors for their towns and counties.

* Devers helps Giants pull away for victory over Dodgers (2026-05-12 05:58)

Rafael Devers opened the scoring with his fifth homer of the season, a leadoff shot the second
inning against Dodgers starter Roki Sasaki.

* Is the global financial system making the Hormuz shock worse? (2026-05-12 05:54)

The system is functioning as designed. It was built for a world of episodic shocks and orderly
recoveries, not one characterized by persistent, overlapping sources of disruption.

* Europe exported spyware to human rights abusers, watchdog says (2026-05-12 05:53)

Human Rights Watch's findings indicate that European Union regulations introduced in 2021 to
rein in exports of the technology are not being properly enforced.

« Emperor penguins in focus as Antarctic talks start in Japan (2026-05-12 05:07)

Officials from the nearly 60 countries signatory to the Antarctic Treaty are meeting in Hiroshima
for annual discussions on protecting and managing the fragile region.
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* Australia's Gout to take on 4x400m relay at under-20 world championships (2026-05-12
04:12)

The 18-year-old sprinter clocked a world record of 19.67 seconds in the 200m at Australia's
championships in Sydney last month to underline his enormous potential.

* Hello Panda: A globally loved snack Japan said goodbye to in 1989 (2026-05-12 03:39)

While Meiji struggled in Japan to sell its crunchy, chocolate-filled biscuit snacks first introduced
in 1987, Hello Panda had a completely different trajectory overseas.

* Tottenham relegation fears remain after home draw with Leeds (2026-05-12 03:12)

The result left 17th-placed Spurs on 38 points with West Ham on 36 after 36 games.

* A] Dybantsa odds-on favorite to go No. 1 to Wizards (2026-05-12 03:11)

The 2026 draft class is considered to have multiple potential stars, setting the stage for some
drama atop the June 23-24 event in New York.

« How China’ s leader lost faith in his generals (2026-05-12 03:02)

The purge Xi Jinping has inflicted on the military elite shows one of the worst political crises of
his 13 years in power.

« China’ s green tech firms target new consumers hit by Iran war energy shock (2026-05-12
03:02)

Chinese manufacturers of electric vehicles, batteries and solar panels have been wooing nations
looking to wean themselves off costly fuel imports.

« Ohi Chozaemon XI: ‘We cannot make tradition the absolute rule’ (2026-05-12 03:00)
The 11th head of the Ohi ware school of ceramics believes his craft can only survive if history is
a set of guidelines, not laws.
* BOJ signals possible June rate hike amid inflation risks from Mideast war (2026-05-12
02:54)
Opinions documented in a summary of the central bank's April meeting noted inflation risks
and the need to raise rates even if the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran continues.
* Hiroshima and Nagasaki to take differing approaches toward Taiwan again (2026-05-12
02:47)
The Taiwanese government expressed its intention to participate in ceremonies in both cities

last year and did so for the first time.

« SoftBank in talks for major data center project in France (2026-05-12 02:43)
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CEO Masayoshi Son is considering a multibillion-dollar investment in the country as part of
SoftBank's broader buildout of artificial intelligence infrastructure.

* LDP sees emergence of new support group for Takaichi (2026-05-12 02:40)

The group is endorsed by both party heavyweights who backed her in last year's presidential
election and those who ran against her.

* Goldman’ s Japan revenue hits 15-year high as foreign banks shine (2026-05-12 02:35)

Net revenue at Goldman Sachs' local brokerage arm rose 10% to ¥125.5 billion ($800 million) in
the 12 months to Dec. 31, spurred by securities trading business.

* Toyota plans fourth factory in India after sales grew 21.3% in fiscal 2025 (2026-05-12
02:25)

The company said Monday that it intends to begin production at the new plant, in the western
Indian state of Maharashtra, in the first half of 2029.

* Ex-security firm employee arrested over alleged thefts from ATMs (2026-05-12 02:08)

Tsuyoshi Oyama is suspected of stealing a total of ¥135 million from ATMs in Tokyo's Chuo
Ward.

«Japan’ s households cut spending even as wages kept growing (2026-05-12 01:56)

Transportation and communications made up the biggest drag on spending in March, while
food, utilities and clothing also weighed on the figure.

* Venezuela has 'never considered' becoming the 51st U.S. state: acting president
(2026-05-12 01:52)

Since the U.S. captured former Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro on January 3, U.S.
President Donald Trump has boasted of controlling the oil-rich Caribbean country.

* Catholic diocese fights U.S. bid to seize land for border wall (2026-05-12 01:42)

The court action marks the latest escalation of controversy over the site, and comes amid recent
tensions between Trump and members of his administration and Pope Leo XIV.

* Emperor and empress to visit the Netherlands and Belgium in June (2026-05-12 01:37)

The imperial family has long-established relationships with the royal families of the two
European countries.

* Why brain implants are more than a sci-fi fantasy (2026-05-12 01:33)

Researchers have been working for decades on brain-computer interfaces to help those
suffering from paralysis, blindness and hearing loss.
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* Experts explain why hantavirus outbreak won't spark a pandemic like COVID (2026-05-12
01:31)

A deadly hantavirus outbreak on a cruise ship has revived bitter memories of the emergence of
COVID-19, but health experts say the two viruses are very different.

* Japan faces U.K. rival in race to build warships for New Zealand (2026-05-12 01:27)

A deal with New Zealand would build on an agreement Tokyo recently signed with Canberra to
build the first three of 11 Mogami-class ships planned for Australia.

* Zelenskyy's ex-chief of staff named as suspect in major corruption probe (2026-05-12
00:57)

The case is part of a broader probe into high-level graft first unveiled last November.

* Conflict created more internal displacement than disasters last year: monitors (2026-05-12
00:54)

With new wars underway this year adding to numerous entrenched conflicts around the world,
more displacement driven by violence can be expected.

* Researchers trigger 'controlled' quakes under Swiss Alps (2026-05-12 00:46)

Tests are conducted at the BedrettoLab, a unique underground facility in southern Switzerland
used to create and study earthquakes.

* U.K.'s Starmer under renewed pressure as lawmakers urge him to quit (2026-05-12 00:43)

Labour lawmakers have gone public to express their dissatisfaction over one of the worst
defeats for the party in local elections.

* California mayor admits to being a China agent in federal probe (2026-05-12 00:37)

Eileen Wang admitted to posting pro-China propaganda at the direction of Chinese government
officials, according to court documents unsealed Monday.

* Trump says Iran ceasefire is 'on life support' as hopes for a deal fade (2026-05-11 22:10)

Disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz have forced oil producers to cut exports, and OPEC output
dropped to the lowest in more than two decades.

* Hantavirus-hit ship sets sail for Netherlands as final passengers evacuated in Tenerife
(2026-05-11 22:08)

Three people — a Dutch couple and a German national — have died since the start of the
outbreak on the ship of the virus.

* Three major Japan shipping firms forecast profit falls for fiscal 2026 (2026-05-11 11:26)
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Nippon Yusen estimates that the situation in the Middle East could reduce its ordinary profit by
nearly ¥20 billion.

* Takaichi to debate with six opposition party heads May 20 (2026-05-11 11:10)

Opposition parties with 10 or more seats in either the House of Representatives or the House of
Councilors are eligible to participate.

* Panel urges BO)J to take cautious approach to rate hikes (2026-05-11 10:58)

Gov. Kazuo Ueda may face pushback if he seeks to raise the benchmark rate next month.

* U.K.'s Starmer vows to prove doubters wrong and stay in power (2026-05-11 09:48)

A growing number of Labour lawmakers have turned on Starmer after his party suffered the
worst local election results for a governing party in more than three decades.

* Duterte outflanks Marcos with surprise plot to sink impeachment (2026-05-11 09:48)

The maneuver sends a strong signal that the trial at the Senate could be stalled or lead to an
acquittal.

* High school in Niigata had arranged buses through local firm before fatal crash
(2026-05-11 08:55)

A microbus carrying 20 students of the soft tennis club of Hokuetsu High School in the city of
Niigata crashed into a guardrail on Wednesday, leaving one student dead.

* Myanmar complains over pariah treatment in ASEAN bloc (2026-05-11 07:17)

The 11-country Association of Southeast Asian Nations has shunned Myanmar from summits
since its military launched a coup in 2021.

« Africa’ s CEOs warn online gambling is draining customer wallets (2026-05-11 07:11)

Africa's growing gambling use is sapping income that would ordinarily be flowing into groceries,
entertainment and mobile phone bills.

« Canada’ s China recalibration: Rapprochement or risk-hedging? (2026-05-11 06:48)

Ottawa's playing of the China card helps counterbalance U.S. pressure.

* Japan does not expect immediate impact from hantavirus (2026-05-11 06:45)

"We will make every effort to take necessary infection control measures while monitoring the
situation," the top government spokesman said at a news conference.

* Reigning MotoGP champion Marc Marquez has successful double surgery after crash
(2026-05-11 05:33)
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Marquez suffered a nasty highside crash at Le Mans, where the Spaniard fractured his foot and
was thrown off his bike, which cartwheeled through the air.

* Moving to Japan a fantasy for many Americans (2026-05-11 05:32)

Japan is ranked sixth in preliminary searches by those looking to relocate, but practical factors,
including language, bumped it down 10 places in a new report.

* Arsenal survives scare after VAR "earthquake" shakes up title race (2026-05-11 05:09)

Arsenal was embroiled in a controversial stoppage-time incident that looked set to derail its title
bid before a VAR intervention tilted the balance of power back to North London.

* Rory Mcllroy and Scottie Scheffler express mutual admiration ahead of PGA
Championship (2026-05-11 04:37)

The pair are preparing for the 108th PGA Championship, which starts Thursday.

* Okinawan schoolboy deals with hearing loss with speed and cheerfulness (2026-05-11
04:33)

At the tender age of 7, Kanata Konoe has already come to terms with the fact that everyone is
born different, and that's alright.

* SoftBank plans to make large-scale batteries for Al data centers (2026-05-11 04:20)

SoftBank Corp. will partner with South Korea's Cosmos Lab and DeltaX to enable mass
production from the fiscal year starting next April, the firm said.

* More Hiroshima schools opt for coeducation to keep student numbers up (2026-05-11
04:08)

The private secondary schools adopting the measure in the face of falling student numbers are
seeing both merits and challenges to the transition.

* Yen bears retreat as intervention seen capping currency weakness (2026-05-11 04:06)

The pullback followed multiple rounds of intervention by Japanese authorities starting April 30
and through the Golden Week holiday.

* Expanded World Cup opens doors to more teams amid concerns about quality
(2026-05-11 03:25)

The expansion is the delivery of a key proposal made by Gianni Infantino not long after he
became president of world soccer's governing body in 2016.

* Japanese national from hantavirus-hit ship arrives in Britain (2026-05-11 02:52)

Based on recommendations from the World Health Organization, the person will undergo
health monitoring by British health authorities for up to 45 days.
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« Takaichi’ s Golden Week diplomacy: a cheat sheet (2026-05-11 02:45)

The prime minister's administration used the lull in domestic politics to advance its "Free and
Open Indo-Pacific" strategy across Southeast Asia, Africa and Australia.

« AL wins have Alphabet poised to become world’ s biggest company (2026-05-11 02:23)

Over the past year, Alphabet has gone from an artificial intelligence afterthought to the one firm
in the market with dominant positions in nearly every aspect of the technology.

* Odor reported on train near Tokyo, with one person sent to the hospital (2026-05-11
02:12)

Officers from the Kanagawa Prefectural Police department and firefighters rushed to Kawasaki
Station on Sunday, with passengers saying they smelled a strange odor.

* Polish fugitive minister fled Hungary as Orban ousted (2026-05-11 02:04)

Zbigniew Ziobro and his wife, Patrycja Kotecka, arrived stateside after U.S. President Donald
Trump personally intervened to approve their visas.

* Takaichi to meet with U.S. Treasury secretary in Tokyo (2026-05-11 01:58)

The U.S. and Japanese officials are expected to discuss currency market developments after
Japanese authorities recently intervened in the market, using dollars to buy yen.

* Momentum-obsessed traders seek clues on Iran truce (2026-05-11 01:57)

Trump labeled Iran's latest response to his proposal to end the 10-week conflict with the U.S. as
unacceptable.

« Iranian Nobel Prize winner released on bail for medical treatment, supporters say
(2026-05-11 01:39)

Narges Mohammadi suffered two suspected heart attacks while behind bars in Zanjan, northern
Iran.

* Nintendo shares dive after forecast exposes memory squeeze (2026-05-11 01:37)

Nintendo shares had shed close to 30% this year through Friday, with concerns growing about
the slow pace of game launches since the Switch 2's debut in June.

* Hot-shooting Knicks cruise past Sixers in Game 4 to complete sweep (2026-05-11 01:32)

New York will battle either the top-seeded Detroit Pistons or the fourth-seeded Cleveland
Cavaliers for a spot in the NBA Finals.

* Resurgent Modi paves way to keep power in India well beyond 2030 (2026-05-11 01:28)
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is seeing success with a playbook aimed at restoring his
party's majority, positioning himself to become India's longest-serving leader.

« Taiwan’ s plastic habit collides with shortages caused by a faraway war (2026-05-11 01:11)

Some producers have turned to the U.S., while others have sourced plastic goods from China,
where many Taiwanese manufacturers have long-standing relationships.

* Former Thai PM Thaksin Shinawatra released from prison (2026-05-11 01:07)

The 76-year-old patriarch of the Shinawatra clan was paroled after serving eight months in
prison for corruption.

* Trump and China's Xi set for talks spanning Iran, nuclear, trade and AI (2026-05-11 01:01)

The two sides are expected to agree to forums to facilitate mutual trade and investment, but
many details are still to be discussed.

* Iran uranium stockpile must be gone before war over, Netanyahu says (2026-05-11 01:00)

Pressed on whether there are military options to seize the hidden uranium, Netanyahu said he
would not discuss such possibilities — or a timetable.

* Ukraine and Russia trade accusations of violating U.S.-backed ceasefire (2026-05-11 00:59)

The three-day pause is part of a broader U.S.-led push for peace that has so far failed to end the
war, going for more than four years, despite months of shuttle diplomacy.

* Barcelona defeats rival Real Madrid to secure La Liga crown in style (2026-05-11 00:58)
Barca moved an unassailable 14 points clear of second-place Real with three matches
remaining.

* How Japanese influencers in China are bridging a growing divide (2026-05-11 00:54)

Japanese creators in China show daily life to audiences in both countries amid rising tensions
and mutual suspicion.

* Hantavirus ship evacuation nears completion as 94 flown home (2026-05-11 00:37)

Three passengers from the MV Hondius — a Dutch couple and a German woman — have died,
while others have fallen sick with the rare disease, which usually spreads among rodents.

« Trump rejects new Iran peace offer as ‘totally unacceptable’ (2026-05-10 22:02)

Iran offered to transfer some of its stockpile of highly enriched uranium to a third country, but
rejected the idea of dismantling its nuclear facilities.

* 4K restoration sharpens the madness of ‘Ichi the Killer’ (2026-05-10 22:00)
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Part gorefest, part dark comedy, Takashi Miike's cult shocker remains one of the director's most
unforgettable films.

* Japan diversifying shipping routes for Middle East oil (2026-05-10 12:10)

Japan is also trying to diversify oil procurement sources, looking at the United States and Russia,
as the Middle East situation remains unstable.

* Japan to mull whether to call China 'threat' in key papers (2026-05-10 11:59)

Tensions between the two Asian countries have increased markedly since Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi's parliamentary remarks on a possible Taiwan contingency in November last year.

* Drone strikes ship near Qatar; South Korea reports attack on one of its vessels
(2026-05-10 11:29)

The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center had earlier said a bulk carrier reported
being hit 23 nautical miles northeast of Doha by an "unknown projectile”.

* Pope condemns fresh violence in Sahel after dozens killed (2026-05-10 11:16)

On Saturday, security sources said dozens of people in central Mali had been killed the day
before by the Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims, an Al-Qaida-linked group.

* Ukraine reports battlefield clashes, drone strikes despite ceasefire (2026-05-10 08:47)

U.S. President Donald Trump said on Friday that Russia and Ukraine had agreed to a three-day
ceasefire from May 9 to May 11.

* Japan Parade cultural promotion event held in N.Y. (2026-05-10 08:13)

About 100 organizations including companies, schools and groups of Japanese nationals from
various prefectures took part in the event.

* Was Japan’ srecent ‘Golden Week’ diplomatic offensive effective, let alone
‘strategic’ ? (2026-05-10 05:46)

Prime Ministger Takaichi risks continuing a pattern of compressed, opportunistic diplomacy —
busy, but not always effective.

* Japan civil suit procedures to go fully digital May 21 (2026-05-10 05:38)

When a third party wants to view a case record, the party will be able to check the record using
dedicated terminals.

* Meet the mural artists who make Osaka vibrant (2026-05-10 04:53)

Graffiti is frowned upon in Japan, but wall art is finding local support. In Osaka, the Wall Share
company acts as the glue that connects the artists to the community.

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 78 — 2026-05-14


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/10/japan/japan-middle-east-oil-routes/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/10/japan/japan-mull-calling-china-a-threat/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/10/world/drone-strike-ship-near-qatar/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/10/world/pope-condemns-sahel-violence/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/10/world/ukraine-reports-battlefield-clashes/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/10/japan/new-york-japan-parade/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/commentary/2026/05/10/japan/japans-recent-diplomatic-offensive/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/commentary/2026/05/10/japan/japans-recent-diplomatic-offensive/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/10/japan/crime-legal/civil-suit-procedures-go-digital/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2026/05/10/art/osaka-street-art-graffitti/

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

* Man arrested over woman's death in Osaka hotel (2026-05-10 03:32)

Police linked Mori to the case through security camera footage and interviews with related
parties.

* Japan considers sending officials to Russia by end of May (2026-05-10 03:02)

In the post on X, the trade ministry denied the report, saying Japan will continue to coordinate
with Group of Seven nations on sanctions against Russia.

* Japan faces tough road ahead over nuclear-fuel reprocessing plant (2026-05-10 02:00)

Japan Nuclear Fuel began the construction of the plant, a key component of the country's
nuclear energy policy, in the village of Rokkasho in 1993.

* Japan group launches online timber market (2026-05-10 01:59)

Timber is typically traded through negotiations. In such deals, individuals who own forests and
cooperatives often have to sell at depressed prices dictated by lumber firms.

* Local governments recover phosphorus from sewage sludge (2026-05-10 01:58)

Phosphorus is almost entirely imported. Supply disruptions triggered by Russia's invasion of
Ukraine in 2022 prompted the central government to promote fertilizer production.

* Japan's Suzuki, author of horror novel "Ring," dies at 68 (2026-05-10 01:57)

"Ring," released in 1991, was adapted into movies in and outside Japan, becoming major hits.

* Japanese detained in Indonesia for suspected fraud (2026-05-10 01:57)

The authorities believe that the detained people contacted individuals in Japan, posing as police
officers.

* Pentagon UFO file trove includes sightings near Japan (2026-05-09 11:53)

Two of the dozens of videos released by the U.S. Defense Department were taken near Japan,
including one that shows an object "that resembles a football-shaped body."

* Despite curbs, 'nicopuff' e-cigarette use rises among young people in Japan (2026-05-09
07:04)

While the products can be imported for personal use, selling it in Japan violates the
pharmaceutical and medical device law.

* Ainu indigenous group demands return of ancestors' remains (2026-05-09 06:45)

The group filed a lawsuit demanding that the remains of 279 Ainu ancestors held by a state
facility be returned to their descendants.

* Trump's feuds and tensions with allies likely to outlast Iran war (2026-05-09 05:15)
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His erratic behavior has revived fears among allies — from Europe to the Middle East to the
Indo-Pacific — that the U.S. might be unreliable in a future crisis.

* Police renew call for vigilance against investment scams as stocks soar (2026-05-09 04:22)

"There are probably victims who are still unaware that they have been cheated," a senior police
official said.

* Punch, the lonely monkey, is growing up. He’ s still a star. (2026-05-09 04:21)

Punch has handled the limelight better than most young stars. Since first hitting the headlines,
he has slowly integrated into his troop and made friends.

* Trump’ s crackdown on China-linked solar firms stalls U.S. factory boom (2026-05-09
03:16)

Policy uncertainty is driving installers and insurers away from U.S. solar factories with China ties.

* Spirit exit likely to lead to higher U.S. airfares, experts say (2026-05-09 03:08)

Spirit's shutdown has added to worries about higher airfares, as ticket prices already rise over
soaring jet fuel costs due to the Middle East war.

* Hantavirus scare revives COVID-era conspiracy theories (2026-05-09 02:12)

The misinformation resurged even as the World Health Organization insisted there was minimal
risk to the general public from passengers of the MV Hondius.

« War and energy shortages boost China’ s influence in Asia (2026-05-09 02:11)

The Iran war has deepened China's influence with its fuel-starved neighbors, allowing it to deal
from a position of strength.

* Japan bets on Washington and BO)J for extra punch in yen battle (2026-05-09 01:55)

The strategy is reliant on a small cast of heavyweights and is aimed less at a dramatic
turnaround than at raising the cost of betting against the yen.

* From observer to contributor: Japan’ s growing military role in Philippine drills
(2026-05-09 00:26)

Several of the drills were conducted in northern Philippine areas facing Taiwan and the South
China Sea, locations increasingly seen as central to deterrence planning.

« U.S. attack on Iran tankers sparks reprisals as deal hangs in balance (2026-05-08 23:39)

Iranian officials accused the United States of violating the ceasefire with the tanker strikes and
hampering diplomatic efforts to end the conflict.
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* After months of wrangling, Taiwan lawmakers OK $25 billion defense spending bill
(2026-05-08 23:38)

The spending, which opposition lawmakers say will be used for U.S. weapons, falls well short of
the government's proposed budget of nearly $40 billion.

« Rising bear encounters test Japan’ s approach to wildlife management (2026-05-08 23:05)

Government officials and nature guides say more countermeasures can reduce harm caused by
rogue bears.

«InJapan, ‘moms pull weight in ways that are superhuman’ (2026-05-08 23:00)

In a new book, a mom raised in Tokyo but living abroad reflects on how Japan's conception of
motherhood helps her raise her young daughters.

« ‘Kyoto Hippocrates’ : A genial look at medicine’ s early days in Japan (2026-05-08 09:40)

Akira Ogata's warmhearted drama mixes medical history, culture clash and gentle humor into
an enlightening look at modern medicine's beginnings.

« ‘Cry Out’ : Misery without meaning (2026-05-08 09:20)

Takahisa Zeze's adaptation of a Kanae Minato novel revels a little too eagerly in the suffering it
depicts.

* Japanese stocks steady near historic highs as tech and war weigh on sentiment
(2026-05-08 09:07)

The Nikkei 225 stock average retreated from the record hit Thursday, clawing back some of the
loss late in the day as companies started to release earnings reports.

« At the Venice Biennale, the anger isn’ t about the art (2026-05-08 09:06)

The mass resignation of the Biennale jury over Israel's and Russia's participation was followed
by protests. The art is getting drowned out in the controversy.

* Goldman-backed Go app seeks $1.3 billion valuation in Tokyo IPO (2026-05-08 08:24)
The taxi-hailing app operator may announce the IPO as soon as next week and aims to list in
mid-june.

* FSA to develop Al agent to help with customer service at regional banks (2026-05-08 08:07)

The aim is to improve customer convenience as well as reduce the workload of bank employees,
with banks tending to be understaffed, especially in rural areas.

* Town assembly in Akita Prefecture removes unconscious mayor (2026-05-08 07:40)

The 72-year-old mayor of Hachirogata has been unable to work for months following a brain
hemorrhage.
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* Three years after COVID-19’ s reclassification, what” s changed? (2026-05-08 07:24)

Government efforts to overhaul its communication to stamp out misinformation, discrimination
and public confusion in times of health crises remain ongoing.

* Path to glory opens for Hoshoryu after injuries to rivals Onosato and Aonishiki
(2026-05-08 06:28)

Yokozuna Onosato and ozeki Aonishiki withdrew from the Summer Basho due to injuries.

* Toyota forecasts abrupt profit drop on Iran, shares fall (2026-05-08 06:20)

The stock reversed gains and fell as much as 2.2% after the company issued an outlook for ¥3
trillion in operating income for the fiscal year ending March 2027.

« Tokyo’ s top pizzaioli have raised the city to the upper crust (2026-05-08 05:35)

RistoPizza by Napoli Sta Ca and The Pizza Bar on 38th have dominated Asia's best-of pizza
rankings.

* No added sugar, no problem: A lattice tart held up by sweet (2026-05-08 05:30)

Smooth and sweet, "koshian" paste makes for a flexible alternative to traditional tart fillings.

* Sony announces $3 billion buyback as memory prices take toll (2026-05-08 05:25)

Sony's shares are down 22% this year as escalating component costs erode margins across the
consumer electronics industry.

* A small town in Germany braces for end to decades of life with U.S. troops (2026-05-08
05:06)

The presence of the U.S. military base in the small town of Vilseck produced a situation of
dependence whose risks are now being felt, the town's mayor said.

« Japan confirms year’ s first fatal bear attack, two others suspected (2026-05-08 05:04)

The victim, reportedly a 55-year-old woman, died on April 21 in Iwate Prefecture, an
environment ministry official said.

« ‘You’ re not myreal dad!” :Argument in car allegedly provoked murder in Kyoto case
(2026-05-08 04:58)

The suspect told police during voluntary questioning before his arrest on Wednesday that he
strangled his 11-year-old adopted son following an argument on the drive to school.

* The hantavirus outbreak is cause for caution, not panic (2026-05-08 03:30)

Hantaviruses are spread by mice, rats and other rodents. Human infections, which occur when
people come in contact with droppings or urine, are relatively uncommon.
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* Japan and South Korea hold security talks in Seoul (2026-05-08 03:25)

Representatives discussed the importance of bilateral ties and trilateral cooperation with the
U.S., as well as issues related to North Korea and the Middle East.

* Indonesia-Japan defense pact reshapes Indo-Pacific security (2026-05-08 03:21)

The implications for the Indo-Pacific are significant. A more capable Indonesia could strengthen
deterrence and help maintain open sea lanes, reinforcing regional stability.

* CRA to back adoption proposal for imperial family (2026-05-08 03:16)

The proposal calls for male members on the paternal line of former imperial family branches to
be adopted back into the family.

* Iraq's historic marshes revive as water returns after years of drought (2026-05-08 03:15)

Rising water levels are beginning to revive the country's wetlands, drawing buffalo herders and
fishermen back to areas once abandoned.

* China Coast Guard ships sail in Japanese waters off Senkakus (2026-05-08 03:07)

The four vessels entered Japanese waters near Uotsuri Island, part of the Senkaku chain, in the
late afternoon on Thursday.

* When it comes to their kids, Japanese mothers look beyond pink and blue (2026-05-08
03:00)

A look at how evolving vocabulary around fashion signals changing attitudes toward gender and
function.

* Southeast Asian nations see possible opening for thaw with Myanmar years after coup
(2026-05-08 02:41)

Myanmar has been largely sidelined by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations since a 2021
military coup that sparked a civil war.

« Japan’ s real wages rise for third month to keep BOJ on hike path (2026-05-08 02:25)

It remains unclear whether higher wages will lift consumption.

* Michael Carrick focused on strong finish for Manchester United amid questions about
future (2026-05-08 02:21)

Carrick has overseen a huge upturn in the Red Devils' fortunes, and Sunday's 3-2 win over
archrival Liverpool meant United qualified for the Champions League.

* Trump heads for Xi summit overshadowed by Iran war (2026-05-08 02:19)
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With U.S. President Donald Trump seeking a deal to end the Iran war before he lands in Beijing,
China may seek to use his weakened position to extract concessions on key issues.

« 'Mr. Europa League' Unai Emery reaches sixth final as Aston Villa tops Nottingham Forest
(2026-05-08 02:02)

The 54-year-old Spaniard has won three times with Sevilla (2014, 2015, 2016) and once with
Villarreal (2021).

* Japan and Saudi Arabia to set up energy security task force (2026-05-08 02:01)

Discussions at the task force are slated to start early next week.

* Kumamoto municipal assembly member and two others arrested in bribery case
(2026-05-08 01:56)

The three are suspected of acting at the request of a former head of the Kyushu branch of a
Tokyo-based construction firm, allegedly receiving ¥60 million in return.

* Health officials downplay pandemic risk from cruise hantavirus outbreak (2026-05-08
01:54)

Hantavirus is less transmissible than the coronavirus and doctors say it's also less adept at
mutating.

- Japan pulls out the stops to halt the yen’ s slide (2026-05-08 01:53)

While the yen's dive has been abetted by speculators, the real causes of the currency's
weakness are structural.

* Microbus driver arrested after crash kills student in northeastern Japan (2026-05-08 01:52)

The vehicle was carrying 20 members of a school soft tennis club from Niigata Prefecture.

* OpenAl is so yesterday — even for SoftBank (2026-05-08 01:50)

Liquidity is as important as paper gains. There are already signs that capital markets are souring
on Son's biggest bet.

« Italian tennis chief calls for fifth major to break up Grand Slam 'monopoly' (2026-05-08
01:44)

Angelo Binaghi has dragged Italian tennis from the doldrums and into a golden age since taking
charge of the country's federation.

* South Korea heads to local elections under shadow of disgraced former president
(2026-05-08 01:22)

The June 3 contest for mayors and governors is South Korea's first nationwide vote since
President Lee Jae Myung took power in a snap election following the martial law crisis.
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* Jannik Sinner says respect at core of players' demand for more money from French Open
(2026-05-08 01:15)

The dispute between the French Open organizers and players deepened after the tournament
announced a 9.5% increase in  prize money to €61.7 million ($72.19 million).

« U.S. trade court rules Trump tariffs illegal, but issues narrow block (2026-05-08 01:08)

The U.S. Court of International Trade ruled in favor of two businesses and Washington state that
challenged the tariffs.

* International Olympic Committee lifts all restrictions on Belarusian athletes (2026-05-08
00:55)

The I0C had recommended that Russian and Belarusian athletes and officials be banned from
events since 2022 following Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

+ U.S. and Iran exchange fire, but Trump says ceasefire still in effect (2026-05-07 23:10)

The renewed hostilities broke out as Washington was awaiting Iran's response to a U.S.
proposal that would stop the fighting.

* Poison Girl Friend was early. Now it makes sense. (2026-05-07 22:00)

A once-overlooked project returns as younger listeners rediscover its melancholic sound and
understated influence.

* MUFG to form strategic partnership with Google (2026-05-07 11:06)

The two firms will develop a service to assist customers in online shopping and payments with
the help of artificial intelligence.

* China gives two ex-defense ministers suspended death sentences over corruption
(2026-05-07 10:59)

Former Defense Ministers Wei Fenghe and Li Shangfu were once members of China's powerful
Central Military Commission, the body that oversees the country's military.

« ‘Monarch: Legacy of Monsters’ loses its human touch in sprawling second season
(2026-05-07 10:20)
The Apple TV series lets bloated and unwieldy storytelling overwhelm the sharp character work

that once set it apart.

« Iran war to accelerate China’ s shift to electric trucks from diesel (2026-05-07 09:00)

Some energy consultancies now expect the decline in diesel use in China to accelerate faster
than previously forecast.
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* Britons set to punish Starmer's Labour in local polls (2026-05-07 08:50)

Thursday's local elections are expected to showcase the rise of hard-right and left-wing politics.

* Father may have left Kyoto boy's body near home after killing him, sources say
(2026-05-07 08:18)

As YOki Adachi, the adoptive father of the boy, participated in the search for his son, he also
may have tried to delay the discovery of the body, sources said.

* Fake rumors, real killings: Inside Congo's deadly health misinformation crisis (2026-05-07
07:53)

At least 17 killings related to rumors claiming a mysterious illness is causing men's genitals to
atrophy have been reported the Democratic Republic of Congo.

* Iranian FA says it will meet FIFA over World Cup in coming days (2026-05-07 07:51)

Iran's participation in the World Cup has been in question since the U.S. and Israel launched air
strikes on the Islamic Republic in late February.

* Malaysia moves to curb EV imports in blow to Chinese automakers (2026-05-07 07:50)

The nation's new regulations effectively increase the minimum retail price of fully imported EVs
and also increase the minimum power output for such models

* Risk of hantavirus transmitting between humans is low, health ministry says (2026-05-07
07:33)

The virus has infected several passengers, killing three, who were aboard a Dutch cruise ship.
* Taiwan conducts first torpedo test firing from domestically made submarine (2026-05-07
07:23)

Taiwan, which China claims as its own territory, has made the indigenous submarine program a

key part of an ambitious project to modernize its armed forces.

« China may try ‘maneuvering’ over Taiwan issue at Trump meeting, Taipei official says
(2026-05-07 07:06)

U.S. President Donald Trump is scheduled to visit Beijing next week.

* Japan tackles challenges of seafloor rare earth mining, eyeing economic security
(2026-05-07 07:01)

In February, Japan succeeded in a test collection of rare earth-bearing mud from a depth of
6,000 meters below sea level near the remote Japanese island of Minamitorishima.

* Rubio to meet Pope Leo as Trump keeps up attacks on pontiff (2026-05-07 06:57)
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The U.S. secretary of state's Thursday visit at the Vatican is the first between the pope and a
Trump cabinet official in nearly a year.

* Survey shows 93% of sex-crime survivors want more done to stop victim-blaming
(2026-05-07 06:51)

Results of the survey show close to two-thirds of respondents said they felt "dissatisfied" or "
uncomfortable" during questioning by police and prosecutors.

* In Canary Islands, nearing hantavirus cruise ship rekindles pandemic concerns
(2026-05-07 06:44)

The MV Hondius, carrying 150 people, is expected to reach Tenerife on Saturday, where it will
dock despite protests from the local government.

* South Korea's chainsaw artist carves a name for herself at 91 (2026-05-07 06:05)
Long overlooked in her home country, sculptor Kim Yun Shin has recently gained recognition
and is featuring in a sweeping retrospective at Hoam Museum of Art.

* Gulf's fragile trade lifeline hangs on two eastern UAE ports (2026-05-07 05:52)
They are now handling the bulk of the UAE's seaborne trade in place of the major terminals on

the western coast inside the Gulf.

* Water meter thefts spread across Japan as copper prices rise (2026-05-07 04:44)

Experienced thieves can remove a meter in under a minute, according to a water bureau official.

* Over 60% of people in Japan have plans for Mother's Day, survey finds (2026-05-07 04:23)
Asked about their plans, 21.2% of those surveyed said they will give confectioneries, while
17.6% chose flowers and 14.4% said they will say thank you.

* AirAsia signs major deal for Airbus A220 jets made in Canada (2026-05-07 03:44)

The deal for 150 aircraft is potentially worth about $6.8 billion.

* To counter China, the West must first understand its phobias (2026-05-07 03:40)

For a regime built on these institutional genes, the ultimate imperative is survival.

* SpaceX IPO gives Musk sweeping power and curbs shareholder rights (2026-05-07 03:37)

The rocket maker has adopted corporate governance policies that will erode typical
shareholder protections in unprecedented ways.

« Asian budget carriers need help to avoid Spirit’ s fate (2026-05-07 03:28)

Unlike the region's flagship carriers, low-cost providers aren't backed by sovereign wealth funds.
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« Off-field challenges remain for the X League as on-field product improves (2026-05-07
03:12)

The opening day of the X League's new era was an unqualified success — but will the buzz last?

* Asia soccer fans sweat on broadcast rights as World Cup nears (2026-05-07 03:12)

Unsociable match times in the region are one of the reasons why hundreds of millions of fans
have been left sweating about whether they can watch from their sofas.

* Yen spikes to 10-week high and sparks intervention chatter (2026-05-07 02:57)

Japan is prepared to respond on all fronts to speculative moves in the foreign exchange market,
the nation's top currency official signaled.

* U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent to meet Takaichi and others next week (2026-05-07
02:55)

Bessent will speak individually with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, Finance Minister Satsuki
Katayama and BOJ Gov. Kazuo Ueda during his three-day visit, sources have said.

* Manchester City wins Women's Super League title (2026-05-07 02:52)

City's title victory has finally brought an end to Chelsea's dominant run of six titlesina  row.

* New Zealand eyes Japan and U.K. warships as frigate replacements (2026-05-07 02:38)

New Zealand is weighing the purchase of advanced warships to modernize its aging fleet and
bolster its defense capability.

* Hormuz crisis shows gaps in Taiwan’ s high-tech ‘silicon shield’” (2026-05-07 02:33)

The factors that make Taiwan an economic powerhouse — its successful technology industry
and artificial intelligence-driven chipmaking — are also the ones making it vulnerable.

* LDP and JIP look to accelerate talks on Hokuriku Shinkansen extension route (2026-05-07
02:14)

The ruling coalition hopes to finalize the bullet train line's route by the end of the parliamentary
session and start construction in fiscal 2027.

* Honda reconsiders Canada plant as U.S. demand for EVs slows (2026-05-07 02:12)

Honda is reviewing its strategy for its North American operations, shifting its focus from EVs to
prioritize hybrid vehicles.

* PSG adds muscle to magic as another Champions League final beckons (2026-05-07 02:07)

"We showed our maturity, being able to defend as well as attack. As a coach it was a pleasure to
see that performance," said manager Luis Enrique.
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* New York judge releases purported Epstein suicide note (2026-05-07 02:06)

The handwritten note was said to have been found by his former jail cellmate, convicted
murderer and ex-police officer Nicholas Tartaglione.

* Into Africa: China continues its dominance on the continent (2026-05-07 02:02)

Tokyo must step up those efforts and work with other partners to ensure that African countries
have geopolitical choices.

* Japan offers energy loan and ammonia technology to South Africa (2026-05-07 01:48)

The loan would be used by South Africa to extend its own energy transition aims, Japanese
diplomatic officials said.

* Hantavirus ship passenger: ‘They didn't take it seriously enough’ (2026-05-07 01:39)

The Turkish travel viogger, who has since disembarked, said life on board the vessel carried on
as usual even after the first death was announced.

« Shifting costs to allies won’ t ‘restore’ U.S. maritime dominance (2026-05-07 01:36)

Since the early 2020s, however, concerns about China's dominance in the maritime sector have
become widespread in the policy community.

* Film commissions give economic boost to local communities (2026-05-07 01:31)

The nonprofit entities provide help with location-hunting, site coordination and filming
operations free of charge.

* Public high schools to receive more aid after private tuition made free (2026-05-07 01:28)

The initiative comes amid concerns full funding of private high school tuition from April could
reduce applications to public high schools.

* Japan stocks rise with optimism over Iran deal (2026-05-07 01:25)

The tech-heavy 225-issue Nikkei stock average has advanced as much as 4% to 61,902.23, while
the broader Topix Index has risen as much as 2.1% to 3,806.81.

« Iran war possible motive for Trump shooting suspect: U.S. intelligence report (2026-05-07
01:19)

The assessment sheds new light on the U.S. government's search for a motive in the foiled
attack on the White House Correspondents' Dinner on April 25.

* As Trump-adjacent populism surges in Australia, wealthy donors join in (2026-05-07 00:31)

Encouraged by Australia's richest person, some of the country's wealthiest donors are shifting
support from the conservative establishment to an anti-immigration outsider party.
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* Hantavirus-hit cruise ship heads to Spain after three people evacuated (2026-05-07 00:28)

Three people have died in the outbreak on the luxury cruise ship, and a total of eight people are
suspected to have contracted the virus.

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use —90 — 2026-05-14


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/05/07/world/hantavirus-ship-spain-people-evacuated/

