JAPAN SECURITY ANALYSIS
REPORT

Al-Assisted Open Source Intelligence Assessment

Analysis Period: March 29, 2026 - April 05, 2026

This report was produced using open-source intelligence analysis. The assessment is grounded in
publicly available reporting and should be cross-referenced with primary sources. RSS feed articles
are listed in the annex for reference.

SecurityStudies.info —1—



SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

Security Analysis Report: Japan (March 29, 2026 -
April 05, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of March 29 to April 05, 2026, Japan significantly advanced its
defense capabilities and strategic posture amidst escalating regional tensions. Key
developments include the operational deployment of its first long-range Type-12
missiles and hypersonic glide vehicles, marking a notable shift from its post-war
self-defense-only policy. Concurrently, Japan announced its participation in the
Balikatan exercises with "combat" troops in the Philippines, a historic first since World
War I, underscoring its expanding role in Indo-Pacific security. Diplomatic relations
with China deteriorated further, evidenced by a planned downgrade in official
language and an incident at the Chinese Embassy in Tokyo. Japan also intensified
security dialogues with South Korea and explored economic engagement with Russia,
reflecting a complex and pragmatic foreign policy approach in a turbulent geopolitical
landscape.

Key Security Developments

* Deployment of Long-Range Missiles and Hypersonic Glide Vehicles

On March 31, 2026, Japan achieved a significant milestone by deploying its first
long-range Type-12 land-to-ship missiles at Camp Kengun in Kumamoto prefecture,
with an extended range of approximately 620 miles, capable of reaching mainland
China. Simultaneously, a hypersonic glide vehicle (HGV) was deployed to Camp Fuji in
Shizuoka prefecture, enhancing Japan's island defense and long-range strike
capabilities. This deployment represents a critical shift in Japan's defense policy,
moving beyond a strictly self-defense-only posture to incorporate "standoff"
capabilities for deterrence and responsiveness in the face of a complex security
environment.

* Establishment of Pacific Defense Planning Office

On March 29, 2026, Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi announced the establishment of
a new Pacific Defense Planning Office within the Defense Ministry, effective next
month. This office is tasked with comprehensively reviewing the necessary
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Self-Defense Forces (SDF) structure for Pacific defense and promoting related
initiatives in a unified manner. This move highlights Japan's urgent priority to bolster
its defense posture in the vast Pacific region, particularly in response to expanding
and intensifying activities by "adversaries" in surrounding airspace and waters.

* Historic Participation in Balikatan Exercises

Japan is set to dispatch "combat" troops to the annual Balikatan military exercises in
the Philippines, starting on April 20, 2026. This marks the first time since the end of
World War Il that Japanese combat-capable troops will be on Philippine soil for military
drills, joining forces with Philippine, U.S., and Australian troops. This significant shift
underscores Tokyo's expanding role in the Indo-Pacific security architecture and
Manila's efforts to diversify its defense partnerships, aiming to deepen interoperability
and collective deterrence in the region.

* Downgrade in Diplomatic Language Towards China

Japan is preparing to downgrade its diplomatic language concerning China in its
upcoming 2026 Diplomatic Bluebook, changing the description from "one of its most
important" partners to an "important neighbor". This recalibration reflects a steady
deterioration in bilateral ties, driven by rising economic frictions, increased military
pressure near Taiwan, and incidents such as radar lock-ons involving Japanese
aircraft. The shift signals a move towards a more security-driven foreign policy,
balancing economic engagement with strategic caution.

* Cybersecurity Policy Shift to "Proactive Cyber-Defense"

The Japanese government decided to allow its Self-Defense Force to conduct offensive
cyber-operations, termed "proactive cyber-defense," starting October 1, 2026. Chief
Cabinet Secretary Minoru Kihara stated this is necessary due to the nation facing the
"most complicated national security environment" since World War Il and the
significant impact of cyberattacks on people's lives and economic activities. This
policy change aims to enhance Japan's ability to respond to and neutralize cyber
threats more effectively.

* Cyberattack Incident on HOSOKAWA MICRON CORPORATION

HOSOKAWA MICRON CORPORATION released a final report on March 27, 2026,
confirming a cyberattack incident that occurred on February 2, 2026. The
investigation revealed unauthorized access to a cloud storage service account,
leading to the leakage of electronic files, including personal data, which were
subsequently published on the internet. This incident highlights the persistent threat
of cyberattacks and the vulnerability of even well-established companies to data
breaches, reinforcing the urgency for enhanced cybersecurity measures.

* Japan-South Korea Security and Diplomatic Cooperation
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On March 31, 2026, Japan and South Korea held a strategic meeting to strengthen
bilateral relations and coordinate security policies in East Asia. Key areas of
agreement included the exchange of real-time intelligence on ballistic activities on the
Korean Peninsula, resumption of commercial partnerships in semiconductors, and
cooperation in cybersecurity and critical infrastructure protection. Additionally, on
April 2, 2026, the foreign ministers of both nations held a telephone conversation,
agreeing on cooperation for safe navigation and security in the Strait of Hormuz,
underscoring shared concerns over Middle East stability.

* Acquisition of Tomahawk Launch Capabilities

The destroyer JS Chokai acquired Tomahawk launch capabilities, as announced by the
Ministry of Defense on March 27, 2026. This is part of Japan's broader strategy to
introduce standoff missiles, with U.S.-made Tomahawk cruise missiles planned for
deployment on JS Chokai and seven other destroyers later this year. This acquisition
significantly enhances Japan's long-range strike capabilities, further strengthening its
deterrence and responsiveness.

* Development of Supersonic Anti-Ship Missile

On April 4, 2026, news emerged about Japan's unveiling of a supersonic anti-ship
missile with a staggering range of over 300 kilometers and a speed exceeding Mach 5.
Developed by Japan's engineers, this cutting-edge missile is intended to provide a
robust deterrent, significantly enhancing maritime security and the ability to
safeguard territorial waters and vital sea lanes. Experts believe this achievement
could fundamentally alter the balance of power in the Asia-Pacific region.

* Economic Delegation to Russia Amidst Geopolitical Concerns

Japan is planning to dispatch an economic delegation to Russia as early as May 2026,
with major trading houses and a shipping company expected to join. This initiative is
driven by concerns over energy imports from the Middle East due to the ongoing Iran
war, with discussions potentially including the procurement of Russian crude oil. This
move, however, is controversial given Russia's invasion of Ukraine and existing
Western sanctions, highlighting Japan's complex energy security considerations.

¢ Chinese Naval Flotilla Transits Tsushima Strait

Between March 29 and March 31, 2026, a Chinese naval flotilla, including a Type 055
destroyer, entered the Sea of Japan via the Tsushima Strait. This movement coincided
with Japan's operational deployment of its upgraded Type-12 missile batteries and
hypersonic glide systems. Japanese military tracking also detected a previously
unseen variant of the Chinese Y-9 maritime patrol aircraft over the East China Sea
during the same period, indicating expanded maritime surveillance activities by
Beijing.

* Bank of Japan Debates Rate Hikes Amid Inflationary Pressures
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The Bank of Japan (BOJ) policymakers debated further interest rate hikes during their
March meeting, with some members suggesting the possibility of steady or
faster-than-expected increases. This discussion is driven by growing concerns over
inflationary pressures stemming from the Middle East war, which is driving up oil
costs, and the impact of a weak yen. The potential for stagflation, where the economy
slumps while prices increase, was also raised as a risk.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Japan's security developments over the past week have significant geopolitical
implications, primarily signaling a more assertive and independent defense posture in
the Indo-Pacific. The deployment of long-range missiles and hypersonic glide vehicles,
coupled with the establishment of a Pacific Defense Planning Office, clearly indicates
Japan's determination to enhance its deterrence capabilities against perceived
threats, particularly from China. This strategic shift is likely to be welcomed by allies
like the United States and the Philippines, as evidenced by Japan's historic
participation in the Balikatan exercises, which strengthens collective deterrence along
the "first island chain". The increased interoperability and joint training with these
nations will bolster regional stability by presenting a more unified front against
unilateral attempts to alter the status quo.

However, these actions are also likely to exacerbate tensions with China and Russia.
China has already warned against Japan's deployment of "long-range offensive
weapons," and the transit of a Chinese naval flotilla through the Tsushima Strait
coinciding with Japan's missile deployments underscores Beijing's close monitoring
and potential for reciprocal actions. The diplomatic downgrade of China in Japan's
official bluebook and the embassy incident further reflect a deepening rift, moving
away from a primarily cooperative relationship towards one characterized by strategic
caution and competition. With Russia, despite Japan's desire for a peace treaty,
relations remain "reduced to zero" due to Tokyo's "unfriendly stance" and sanctions
over the Ukraine war. Japan's planned economic delegation to Russia, driven by
energy security concerns, presents a complex diplomatic balancing act that could
draw international criticism.

The intensified security dialogue with South Korea, including real-time intelligence
sharing and cybersecurity cooperation, is a positive development for regional stability,
particularly in addressing North Korea's ballistic activities. Both nations' agreement to
cooperate on the security of the Strait of Hormuz also highlights a shared interest in
global maritime security, especially given the ongoing Middle East conflict. However,
North Korea's refusal for a summit with PM Takaichi, citing Japan's "anachronistic"
approach, indicates continued diplomatic deadlock and the persistent threat posed by
Pyongyang's nuclear and missile programs. Overall, Japan's recent actions
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demonstrate a proactive approach to safeguarding its interests and contributing to
regional security, but they also navigate a delicate balance that could lead to
heightened friction with adversarial powers.

Military and Defense Analysis

Japan's military and defense posture is undergoing a significant transformation,
marked by accelerated modernization programs and a substantial increase in defense
spending. The operational deployment of upgraded Type-12 land-to-ship missiles with
a 620-mile range and hypersonic glide vehicles (HGVs) represents a pivotal
enhancement of Japan's "standoff" and "counterstrike" capabilities. These systems are
designed to strike enemy missile bases from afar and defend remote islands,
fundamentally altering Japan's military reach and deterrence against potential
adversaries, particularly China. The plan to deploy U.S.-made Tomahawk cruise
missiles on eight destroyers, starting with JS Chokai, further solidifies this offensive
capability, moving Japan beyond its traditional self-defense-only doctrine.

The record defense budget exceeding 9 trillion yen ($58 billion) for the fiscal year
beginning April underscores Japan's commitment to these modernization efforts. This
funding supports not only missile acquisitions but also the development of new
weapons systems, such as the recently unveiled supersonic anti-ship missile with a
Mach 5+ speed and over 300km range, which is poised to revolutionize maritime
defense. The establishment of the Pacific Defense Planning Office signifies a strategic
shift towards a more unified and proactive defense of Japan's vulnerable Pacific flank,
indicating a comprehensive review of the Self-Defense Forces' structure. Furthermore,
the decision to allow "proactive cyber-defense" (offensive cyber-operations) from
October 1st demonstrates Japan's intent to develop robust capabilities in the cyber
domain, recognizing it as a critical component of national security in the digital age.
These developments collectively indicate a robust and rapid evolution of Japan's
military capabilities, aimed at strengthening its deterrence and response mechanisms
in an increasingly complex security environment.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months)

In the immediate future, Japan is expected to continue its assertive push in defense
modernization and security cooperation. The deployment of surface-to-ship missile
launchers on Minamitorishima island is anticipated as early as June, further solidifying
Japan's defense of its Pacific territories. The Balikatan military exercises, commencing
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on April 20, will see Japanese "combat" troops on Philippine soil for the first time since
WWII, marking a significant step in deepening regional interoperability and collective
deterrence. Diplomatically, the formal publication of the 2026 Diplomatic Bluebook,
with its downgraded language towards China, will likely occur in early April, potentially
leading to further diplomatic exchanges and reactions from Beijing. The planned
dispatch of a Japanese economic delegation to Russia in May will be closely watched
for its implications on international sanctions and Japan's energy security.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas

The East China Sea and the waters around the Senkaku Islands remain critical
flashpoints, especially with increased Chinese naval and air activity coinciding with
Japan's missile deployments. Any miscalculation or aggressive maneuver in these
disputed areas could quickly escalate tensions. The Taiwan Strait also remains a
high-risk area, particularly given Prime Minister Takaichi's previous statements
regarding a potential Japanese military response if a conflict over Taiwan threatens
Japanese territory. North Korea's continued refusal for high-level dialogue with Japan
and its ongoing missile programs pose a persistent threat to regional stability. The
Middle East conflict and its impact on energy prices and the yen's stability also
represent an indirect but significant risk to Japan's economic security.

Indicators to monitor

Key indicators to monitor include the frequency and nature of Chinese military and
maritime militia activities in the East China Sea and around the Senkaku Islands. The
progress and outcomes of the Balikatan exercises, particularly the level of integration
and cooperation involving Japanese forces, will be important. Any further statements
or actions from China or North Korea in response to Japan's defense enhancements
should be closely observed. Economically, the Bank of Japan's decisions on interest
rates and the yen's stability will be crucial, influenced by global energy prices and the
Middle East conflict. Developments in Japan's arms export policy, following the
expected easing of rules, will also indicate the direction of its defense industry and
security partnerships.

Strategic recommendations

Japan should continue to strengthen its alliances, particularly with the United States,
the Philippines, and South Korea, to build a robust network of collective security in the
Indo-Pacific. While enhancing its own defense capabilities, Tokyo should maintain
open lines of communication with Beijing to prevent miscalculation and manage
potential escalations, especially in disputed maritime zones. Diversifying energy
sources and strengthening economic resilience against external shocks, such as those
from the Middle East, remains paramount. Furthermore, investing heavily in
cybersecurity infrastructure and offensive capabilities will be crucial to protect critical
national assets and respond effectively to evolving cyber threats. Japan should also
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continue to advocate for international norms and the rule of law in maritime domains
to counter assertive actions by other regional powers.

“TTjson

{

“threat_level": "Elevated",

"hotspots": [

{

"label": "East China Sea / Senkaku Islands",

"detail": "Increased Chinese naval and air activity, including a Type 055 destroyer
transit and Y-9 maritime patrol aircraft near Okinawa, coinciding with Japan's missile
deployments, raises risk of escalation.",

"lat": 25.85,

“Ing": 123.5,

"intensity": 4

I

{

“label": "Minamitorishima Island",

"detail": "Planned deployment of surface-to-ship missile launchers as early as June
signifies a hardening of Japan's Pacific defense posture.”,

"lat": 24.295,

"Ing": 153.983,

"intensity": 3

I

{

"label": "Camp Kengun, Kumamoto",

"detail": "Operational deployment of Japan's first long-range Type-12 land-to-ship
missiles marks a significant shift in defense capabilities.",

"lat": 32.78,
“Ing": 130.71,
"intensity": 3

b
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{
"label": "Luzon Strait / Philippines",

"detail": "Japan's historic deployment of 'combat' troops to the Balikatan exercises
with the Philippines, US, and Australia enhances collective deterrence in a
strategically vital area near Taiwan.",

"lat": 20.6,

"Ing": 121.9,

"intensity": 4

}

{

“label": "Strait of Hormuz",

"detail": "Japanese and South Korean foreign ministers agreed to cooperate on safe
navigation and security due to the ongoing Middle East conflict, highlighting shared
economic and security concerns.",

"lat": 26.0,

"Ing": 56.5,

"intensity": 2

h

{

"label": "Chinese Embassy, Tokyo",

"detail": "An intrusion by a GSDF personnel into the Chinese Embassy premises led to
an arrest and further strained diplomatic relations between Japan and China.",

“lat": 35.658,

"Ing": 139.719,
"intensity": 2

}

]

}
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Japan Today

* U.S. service member missing after Iran shot down fighter jet has been rescued
(2026-04-05 05:06)

A U.S. service member who has been missing since Iran shot down a fighter jet has been
rescued, President Donald Trump wrote in a social media post early--

+ UK royal family's dilemma over Andrew's daughters (2026-04-05 03:20)

The downfall of the former prince Andrew has left the British monarchy with a right royal
headache -- how to handle his daughters caught up in the scandal---

* Pokémon Centers across Japan cancel April events after stabbing in Tokyo (2026-04-04
22:01)

On March 26, a female employee at the Pokémon Center store in Tokyo' s Ikebukuro district
was stabbed and killed. The shocking incident prompted the store’ s management, as well as
that of---

* Pope Leo XIV celebrates first Easter vigil, calls for harmony and peace in a world torn by
war (2026-04-04 21:55)

Pope Leo X1V, carrying a tall, lit candle through a darkened and silent St. Peter’ s Basilica,
ushered in Christianity’ s most joyous celebration with his first Easter vigil service---

* Arsenal stunned by Southampton in FA Cup quarterfinals (2026-04-04 21:24)

Arsenal suffered a shock FA Cup quarterfinal exit as the Premier League leaders crashed to an
embarrassing 2-1 defeat against second tier Southampton on Saturday. Mikel Arteta's side---

* 2nd Japan-related vessel passes through Strait of Hormuz (2026-04-04 21:17)

A second Japan-related vessel passed safety through the Strait of Hormuz since its effective
closure amid the Iran war, Mitsui O.S.K. Lines and the transport ministry said Saturday.---

* Trump, Israel pressure Iran ahead of deadline as search goes on for missing U.S. crew
member (2026-04-04 21:15)

U.S. President Donald Trump and Israel on Saturday stepped up pressure on Iran to open the
strategic Strait of Hormuz waterway or face attacks on its energy infrastructure,--

* 70-year-old man arrested for not paying after eating at restaurant (2026-04-04 21:13)

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 10— 2026-04-05


https://japantoday.com/category/world/us-service-member-missing-after-iran-shot-down-fighter-jet-has-been-rescued
https://japantoday.com/category/world/uk-royal-family%27s-dilemma-over-andrew%27s-daughters
https://japantoday.com/category/national/pokemon-centers-across-japan-cancel-april-events-after-stabbing-in-tokyo
https://japantoday.com/category/world/pope-leo-xiv-celebrates-first-easter-vigil-calls-for-harmony-and-peace-in-a-world-torn-by-war
https://japantoday.com/category/world/pope-leo-xiv-celebrates-first-easter-vigil-calls-for-harmony-and-peace-in-a-world-torn-by-war
https://japantoday.com/category/sports/arsenal-stunned-by-southampton-in-fa-cup-quarter-finals
https://japantoday.com/category/national/update1-2nd-japan-related-vessel-passes-through-strait-of-hormuz-amid-iran-war
https://japantoday.com/category/world/trump-israel-pressure-iran-ahead-of-deadline-as-hunt-goes-on-for-missing-us-crew-member
https://japantoday.com/category/world/trump-israel-pressure-iran-ahead-of-deadline-as-hunt-goes-on-for-missing-us-crew-member
https://japantoday.com/category/crime/70-year-old-man-arrested-for-not-paying-after-eating-at-restaurant

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

Police in Nagasaki have arrested a 70-year-old man on suspicion of fraud for eating and
drinking at a restaurant and then refusing to pay the bill. According to---

* Canada's Artemis II astronaut gives thumbs-up to 'Project Hail Mary' starring Canadian
Ryan Gosling (2026-04-04 21:12)

The new space movie “Project Hail Mary” starring Ryan Gosling is getting rave reviews more
than halfway to the moon. Canadian astronaut Jeremy Hansen said Saturday that he---

* European ministers call for profit caps on energy companies as Iran war drives price surge
(2026-04-04 21:10)

The finance ministers of Spain and four other European countries are urging the European
Union to impose a bloc-wide windfall tax on energy companies, concerned that surging oil-

* Artemis mission shares office space -- and physics -- with Apollo (2026-04-04 21:08)

As four astronauts whiz toward a flyby of the moon, looking out for them are mission control
experts using cutting-edge technology and lessons learned from the Apollo program---

* Pegula downs Jovic to reach WTA Charleston final (2026-04-04 21:08)

Defending champion Jessica Pegula advanced to the final of the WTA Charleston Open
tournament on Saturday, defeating fourth seed Iva Jovic 6-4, 5-7, 6-3. American top seed
Pegula,--

* Haaland hat-trick propels Man City to thrashing of Liverpool in FA Cup quarterfinals
(2026-04-04 21:07)

Erling Haaland’ s 18-minute hat-trick powered Manchester City to a 4-0 win over Liverpool and
into the FA Cup semifinals for a record eighth straight season on Saturday. Mohamed---

* Crews making progress containing southern California wildfire as some mandatory
evacuations remain (2026-04-04 21:07)

Crews made progress Saturday battling a smoky wildfire in southern California that broke out a
day earlier and prompted mandatory evacuations. Encompassing roughly 6.3 square miles
(about 16+-+

« Judge halts Trump effort requiring colleges to show they aren’ t considering race in
admissions (2026-04-04 21:07)

A federal judge has halted efforts by the Trump administration to collect data that proves
higher education institutions aren’ t considering race in admissions. The ruling from U.S.
District---

* Trump administration asks appeals court to pause order halting White House ballroom
construction (2026-04-04 21:07)
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The Trump administration is arguing that a judge's order to halt construction of a $400 million
ballroom creates a security risk for President Donald Trump as it asks---

* In Istanbul, Zelenskyy vows greater security co-operation with Turkey (2026-04-04 21:07)

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy announced greater security co-operation with Turkey
after meeting his counterpart Tayyip Erdogan in Istanbul on Saturday, as Kyiv seeks to leverage
its wartime know-how---

* Future pilot (2026-04-04 21:03)

A boy dressed in a pilot's uniform poses for a photo at the Japan Airlines booth at Con Con
Hong Kong in Hong Kong on Saturday.

* Collapse of Tokyo's aging cherry blossom trees during viewing season raises safety
concerns (2026-04-04 09:50)

Many of Tokyo's popular and iconic Somei Yoshino cherry blossom trees were planted during
Japan's postwar advancement in the 1960s, and are now getting old and frail. Some have
fallen---

* Japanese, French and Omani vessels cross Strait of Hormuz (2026-04-04 07:10)

Three Omani-operated tankers, a French-owned container ship and a Japanese-owned gas
carrier have crossed the Strait of Hormuz since Thursday, shipping data showed, reflecting
Iran's policy to allow:---

* 3-year-old girl dies after being hit by car in Kitakyushu (2026-04-04 07:10)

A three-year-old girl of Pakistani nationality was struck and killed by a car while running on a
pedestrian crossing in Kitakyushu City on Friday. The incident occurred at---

* Fight breaks out among foreign tourists on train in Yamanashi Prefecture (2026-04-04
07:08)

A fight broke out among two groups of foreign tourists on a Fujikyu Railway train traveling
through Tsuru City, Yamanashi Prefecture, on Friday, causing cancellations or delays for---

» Stick to Easter travel, Australians told, though hundreds of petrol stations dry (2026-04-04
03:00)

Australians were urged to maintain their travel plans for Easter weekend although hundreds of
petrol stations, mostly in rural areas, were without power on Saturday, as the Iran---

* 2 U.S. fighter jets shot down over Iran; search under way for crew member (2026-04-03
23:34)

Two U.S. warplanes were downed over Iran and the Gulf, Iranian and U.S. officials said on
Friday, with two pilots rescued and a third still missing and being---
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+ Under global spotlight, Australia plays hardball on social media ban (2026-04-03 20:57)

Since Australia banned children from using social media in December, lawmakers from Spain to
Malaysia have expressed interest in following suit, while U.S. courts have found tech firms---

* Airbus bets on copter capability for tomorrow's war drones (2026-04-03 20:53)

In the heart of southeastern France, aerospace giant Airbus is drawing on its helicopter
expertise to develop drones -- a core element of modern warfare -- and enable---

* Amazon to slap a 3.5% surcharge on third-party sellers as Iran war drives up fuel prices
(2026-04-03 20:52)

Amazon is slapping a 3.5% fuel and logistics surcharge on third-party sellers using its platform
starting later this month amid a spike in fuel prices since the war---

* Takaichi may visit Australia during Golden Week (2026-04-03 20:52)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is considering visiting Australia during Japan's long holiday
period between late April and early May to affirm bilateral cooperation in areas including the
stable---

* Man admits to starting fire at Shibuya crossing in Tokyo (2026-04-03 20:51)

A man turned himself in at a police station in Tokyo on Friday, claiming responsibility for
igniting a flammable liquid a short time earlier at the iconic crossing:--

* Japan to require language proficiency proof for engineer, specialist in humanities visa
(2026-04-03 20:51)

The Japanese government has decided to require proof of Japanese language proficiency for
individuals seeking the visa status of engineer, specialist in humanities or international services
for work---

* Japanese, French and Omani vessels cross Strait of Hormuz (2026-04-03 20:51)

Three Omani-operated tankers, a French-owned container ship and a Japanese-owned gas
carrier have crossed the Strait of Hormuz since Thursday, shipping data showed, reflecting
Iran's policy to allow:---

* Ohtani and Tucker hit 2 of Dodgers' 5 homers in 13-6 rout of Nationals (2026-04-03 20:50)

Shohei Ohtani hit a three-run homer in the third inning, and Kyle Tucker, Mookie Betts and
Freddie Freeman went deep as well as the Los Angeles Dodgers pummeled---

* Olympic gold medalist boxer at center of gender controversy advances to Asian semifinals
(2026-04-03 20:50)
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Olympic gold medalist Lin Yu-ting won her quarterfinal bout at the Asian boxing championships
on Friday in her first event since World Boxing said she passed a gene---

» Man City hosts Liverpool, Arsenal chases treble in FA Cup quarterfinals (2026-04-03 20:49)

Liverpool faces a daunting trip to Manchester City in the standout tie of the FA Cup quarterfinals
this weekend as Mohamed Salah seeks to end nine spectacular seasons---

* Culture clash spelled shock end for Japan women's first foreign coach (2026-04-03 20:49)

Nils Nielsen's shock exit as Japan coach after leading them to Women's Asian Cup glory was
partly down to communication issues and cultural differences, officials and experts said.-

* Japan moves to end lifetime adult guardianship (2026-04-03 20:49)

The Japanese cabinet on Friday approved a draft revision to the Civil Code to scrap the lifetime
appointment principle in the adult guardianship system and make it more---

* Microsoft to invest $10 bil for Japan Al data centers (2026-04-03 20:48)

Microsoft said Friday it will invest $10 billion in Japan over the next four years to build artificial
intelligence data centers and related infrastructure. Power-hungry data centers -----

* Judge dismisses Lively sex harassment claim against Baldoni (2026-04-03 20:47)

A U.S. judge has dismissed sexual harassment claims brought by actor Blake Lively against
co-star Justin Baldoni that were at the heart of explosive public row between the---

* Artemis II's moonbound astronauts capture Earth's brilliant blue beauty as they leave it
behind (2026-04-03 20:46)

The Artemis II astronauts have captured our blue planet’ s brilliant beauty as they zoom ever
closer to the moon. NASA released the crew’ s first downlinked images Friday, 1---

« Cambodian parliament passes landmark cybercrime law after scam center scrutiny
(2026-04-03 20:46)

Cambodia's parliament on Friday passed the first law dedicated to targeting scam centers
accused of bilking international victims out of billions of dollars, as pressure mounts on
governments---

* Paramilitary forces in Sudan kill at least 10 people in hospital drone attack, medical group
says (2026-04-03 20:46)

Sudan’ s paramilitary forces killed at least 10 people on Thursday in a drone attack that hit a
hospital in the south-central part of the country, said a-*

* As freed prisoners celebrate in Cuba, human rights groups demand clarity and release of
protesters (2026-04-03 20:45)
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Katia Arias buzzed with hope on Friday morning as she gathered at the gates of a prison on the
outskirts of Havana, waiting with other families for their---

* Pope Leo's Good Friday service offers prayer for deported children (2026-04-03 20:45)

Pope Leo led a candle-lit service with thousands of Catholics inside Rome's famed Colosseum
on Friday evening that featured prayers for war orphans and deported immigrant children,
and...

* Gulf kingdom of Bahrain cracks down on dissent as Iran war reignites internal unrest
(2026-04-03 20:45)

A man detained in Bahrain last month as the island kingdom came under missile attack from
Iran vanished for days, until his family was called to retrieve his---

* 5.8 magnitude quake hits Afghanistan and Pakistan (2026-04-03 20:44)

An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.8 rattled parts of northern and eastern
Afghanistan and western Pakistan late Friday. The spokesperson for Kabul’ s governor said at
least---

* Russian strikes on Ukraine kill 8 as Kyiv holds door open for Easter truce (2026-04-03
20:44)

Russian strikes killed at least eight people across Ukraine on Friday, includingina “massive”
missile and drone attack near the capital, local authorities reported. Ukrainian officials claim---

* Israel strikes Beirut; U.S. warns Iran may hit Lebanese universities (2026-04-03 20:44)

Israel pounded Beirut with airstrikes on Friday that the military said had targeted militant "
infrastructure" in Lebanon's capital, as the U.S. warned that Iran may target universities in---

* Bondi struggled to prosecute Trump foes. But will a new attorney general make a
difference? (2026-04-03 20:41)

Pam Bondi is out of her job after failing to deliver criminal cases against President Donald
Trump's political enemies. But there's no guarantee her successor will have any---

* Don't rush (2026-04-03 20:39)

A manners poster on the wall of a Tokyo subway station urges commuters not to rush onto
trains.

* Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing elected president by pro-military parliament
(2026-04-03 06:42)

Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing won a parliamentary vote on Friday to become the
country's president, formalizing his grip on political power in the war-torn nation five---
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* Man stabbed to death at home; police search for his son (2026-04-03 06:24)

A 71-year-old man was found stabbed to death at his home in Imabari City, Ehime Prefecture,
on Wednesday night, police said, adding they are searching for the man’ s--

* Geisha spectacle in Kyoto celebrates arrival of spring (2026-04-03 06:24)

Against a backdrop of blooming cherry blossoms, a group of geishas elegantly shuffle onto a
stage in Japan's Kyoto city to begin a centuries-old performance celebrating the arrival---

* Al-generated 'Fruit Love Island' takes TikTok by storm (2026-04-03 06:23)

Millions of people have been gripped by the juicy twists of an Al-generated TikTok micro-series
based on the television hit "Love Island" -- except all the participants are---

* Cabinet OKs demand-based rice output policy, boosts shortage measures (2026-04-03
06:23)

The Japanese cabinet on Friday approved a shift in its rice policy, moving toward a
demand-aligned output strategy and introducing new measures to prevent shortages, as prices
for--

* Rubio accuses China of 'bullying' for holding up Panama-flagged ships after canal clash
(2026-04-02 23:13)

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Thursday accused China of “bullying” by detaining or
holding up dozens of Panama-flagged ships — though for a short period of---

* Trump unveils 100% tariff on some patented drugs on 'Liberation Day' anniversary
(2026-04-02 22:01)

President Donald Trump signed an executive order Thursday that could slap long-threatened
pharmaceutical tariffs of up to 100% on some patented drugs from companies that don't reach
deals---

* Japan to cooperate with Saudi Arabia on Iran war mediation (2026-04-02 21:51)

Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi told his Saudi counterpart Thursday that Japan will further
cooperate with the Middle Eastern country, which is seeking to mediate between Iran and the---

* Japan travel costs during Golden Week holidays to mark 1st drop in 6 years (2026-04-02
21:48)

The average spending on domestic travel during the upcoming Golden Week holidays is
expected to be 46,000 yen per person, marking the first decline since 2020, when the---

* Final Four showdown with top seeds Michigan and Arizona includes intriguing matchups
(2026-04-02 21:48)
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A March Madness masterpiece might be on tap. Get your popcorn, kick up your feet and get
ready for what shapes up to be an epic showdown in---

* Japan fires coach Nielsen 12 days after winning Women's Asian Cup (2026-04-02 21:48)

Japan abruptly axed Nils Nielsen as coach on Thursday just 12 days after taking them to
Women's Asian Cup glory, with soccer chiefs accusing him of being "lax":--

* Bodycam shows a stunned Tiger Woods handcuffed after a Florida rollover crash
(2026-04-02 21:47)

Tiger Woods expressed astonishment as he was handcuffed after crashing his SUV last week in
Florida, according to body camera footage released Thursday that also shows deputies
removing---

* Salah's long goodbye: Egypt star begins farewell tour with Liverpool at Man City in FA Cup
(2026-04-02 21:47)

Mohamed Salah's long goodbye to Liverpool begins on Saturday in the quarterfinals of the FA
Cup, the competition which represents his best chance of a trophy in his---

* Iran makes World Cup progress in talks with Infantino as war darkens June trip to U.S.
(2026-04-02 21:44)

Iranian soccer had a good week on its troubled path to playing World Cup games in the United
States in June. A first face-to-face meeting with FIFA President---

* Trump administration appeals ruling that blocked Pentagon action against Anthropic over
Al dispute (2026-04-02 21:44)

The Trump administration is appealing a judge's order blocking the federal government from
taking punitive measures against artificial intelligence company Anthropic after a dispute with
the Pentagon over---

* Tesla sales rise after brutal year of Musk boycotts but still fall short of expectations
(2026-04-02 21:43)

Sales of Tesla vehicles rose in the past three months after a brutal year of boycotts over Elon
Musk's politics but still fell short of expectations. The company---

* Rapper Pooh Shiesty charged with kidnapping over alleged dispute involving rapper Gucci
Mane's label (2026-04-02 21:40)

Federal prosecutors on Thursday accused rapper Pooh Shiesty and eight others of robbing
three men at gunpoint and kidnapping them earlier this year in Texas following a contract---

* Travolta to return to Cannes with aviation-inspired directorial debut (2026-04-02 21:40)
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U.S. movie legend John Travolta will present his directorial debut "Propeller One-Way Night
Coach", about a young boy's journey in the "golden age of aviation", at the Cannes---

* Trump urges Bruce Springsteen boycott in social media rant; calls him 'dried up prune’
(2026-04-02 21:39)

Donald Trump told his followers Thursday to boycott Bruce Springsteen in an angry rant against
the rock icon who has emerged as a fierce critic of the U.S.---

* Japan PM vows to address foreign disinformation with planned intel body (2026-04-02
21:37)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi says her government's envisaged "national intelligence
committee" will address foreign disinformation operations, as parliamentary deliberations
began on a bill to establish the new---

* Islamic State-linked rebels kill at least 43 in attack in eastern Congo (2026-04-02 21:36)

Rebels affiliated with the Islamic State group killed at least 43 people in eastern Congo, officials
said Thursday. Fighters with the Allied Democratic Forces, or ADF, killed the---

* French mayor denounces 'increasingly racist society' (2026-04-02 21:36)

Bally Bagayoko, the newly elected black mayor of the French capital's largest suburb, says
racism is growing in the former colonial power, and the authorities need to keep---

* UK police set up national hub to cut illegal knife sales (2026-04-02 21:35)

British police on Thursday launched a new national hub aimed at cracking down on the sale of
banned knives and machetes, often to children, on an online "grey---

* Pakistan says onus on Afghanistan to end hostilities (2026-04-02 21:35)

Pakistan said Thursday that the burden of ending its cross-border conflict lay with Afghanistan,
as the two sides held preliminary talks to try to end hostilities. The neighbors---

* Cubans take to bikes and electric tricycles to protest U.S. sanctions (2026-04-02 21:35)

Cuban activists paraded on Thursday on bikes and electric tricycles along Havana's waterfront
Malecon boulevard, accompanied by Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel, in a show of defiance
amid U.S.---

« Trump’ s White House ballroom gets final approval days after a judge ordered a halt to
construction (2026-04-02 21:35)

President Donald Trump’ s White House ballroom won final approval from a key agency on
Thursday, despite a federal judge recently ordering a halt to construction unless Congress
allows:---
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* Hegseth asks army's top uniformed officer to step down while U.S. wages war against Iran
(2026-04-02 21:35)

U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has asked the army’ s top uniformed officer, Gen. Randy
George, to step down, the Pentagon said Thursday, as the United States wages a---

« Company backed by Trump sons looks to sell drone interceptors to Gulf states being
attacked by Iran (2026-04-02 21:35)

A drone maker backed by President Donald Trump's two oldest sons is trying to sell to Gulf
countries while they are under attack by Iran and dependent on--

* France bans planned gathering of Muslims in Paris area, citing security risk (2026-04-02
21:34)

France banned a gathering of Muslims that was planned in the Paris area for the coming days,
due to it representing a security risk, the country's top police---

* UK-led Hormuz talks demand 'immediate' reopening of Hormuz (2026-04-02 21:34)

A UK-led meeting of some 40 countries on the strait of Hormuz crisis wrapped up Thursday with
a demand for the "immediate and unconditional" reopening of the vital---

* Russian aerial attacks kill 2 in Ukraine as Easter prisoner exchange planned (2026-04-02
21:34)

Russian aerial attacks on civilian areas of Ukraine killed two people and injured at least three
others, officials said Thursday, as the warring countries work on a prisoner---

« Hamas wants guarantees of Israeli troop withdrawal before disarmament talks, sources
say (2026-04-02 21:34)

Palestinian militant group Hamas has told mediators it will not discuss giving up arms without
guarantees that Israel will fully quit Gaza as laid out in a disarmament:---

* World anxious to open Hormuz Strait while Trump and Iran trade threats (2026-04-02
21:34)
Dozens of countries sought ways to restart vital energy shipments through the Strait of Hormuz

on Thursday after U.S. President Donald Trump vowed more aggressive strikes on Iran,--

* Trump fires Attorney General Pam Bondi (2026-04-02 21:33)

President Donald Trump said Thursday that Pam Bondi is out as his attorney general, ending
the contentious tenure of a loyalist who upended the Justice Department’ s culture of--

* Lunch at the palace (2026-04-02 21:04)

From left: French first lady Brigitte Macron, French President Emmanuel Macron, Emperor
Naruhito and Empress Masako pose for a photo at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo on Thursday.--
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* More than 30 countries, including Japan but not U.S., to plan ways of reopening Strait of
Hormuz (2026-04-02 07:41)

Almost three dozen countries will meet Thursday in an effort to exert diplomatic and political
pressure to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, a vital shipping route that has---

* 72-year-old woman fatally stabbed at home (2026-04-02 07:33)

A 72-year-old woman died after being stabbed at her home in Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture,
on Wednesday. Police said her husband, who is in his 70s, had self-inflicted stab---

* Oil rises and Asian stocks fall after Trump says U.S. will hit Iran hard and 'finish the job'
(2026-04-02 07:11)

Oil rose more than 6% and Asian stocks fell after U.S. President Donald Trump said in his first
national address since the Iran war began that the U.S. will continue to hit---

* Trump tells public in prime-time address that Iran war goals nearly accomplished
(2026-04-02 05:01)

U.S. President Donald Trump told the nation in a televised speech on Wednesday night that the
U.S. military had nearly accomplished its goals in Iran, but he declined---

* Australia hits gambling advertising; advocates say not hard enough (2026-04-02 05:01)

Australia said it would ban gambling advertisements featuring celebrities and limit online
gambling advertisements to internet users over 18, an attempt to appease public health
concerns but falling---

* Earthquake in Indonesia kills at least 1 person and sets off small tsunami (2026-04-02
04:23)

An earthquake in Indonesian waters set off small tsunami waves Thursday morning, killed at
least one person and damaged houses and buildings, officials said. The magnitude -7.4
earthquake---

* Williams outpitches Yamamoto, and Ramirez hits 1st homer of season as Guardians top
Dodgers 4-1 (2026-04-02 04:10)

Gavin Williams struck out 10 in seven scoreless innings, outpitching World Series MVP
Yoshinobu Yamamoto, and José Ramirez hit his first home run of the season to lead---

* U.S. automakers report mixed sales as car market awaits Iran war impact (2026-04-02
01:58)

Carmakers reported mixed first-quarter U.S. sales Wednesday pointing to a hit from winter
storms, as the Middle East war clouds the industry's outlook compared with unusually favorable
dynamics---
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* Astronauts blast off for first manned lunar journey in more than 50 years (2026-04-01
23:09)

Four astronauts blasted off aboard a massive NASA rocket Wednesday on a long-anticipated
journey around the moon, the first crewed lunar flyby in more than 50 years. With---

* Baby killed by stray bullet after drive-by attack in Brooklyn (2026-04-01 23:03)

A 7-month-old baby in a stroller was killed by a stray bullet Wednesday afternoon when a man
on a moped shot at a group of people on a--

* Kabukicho 'streetwalkers' relocate to new stomping grounds (2026-04-01 22:53)

"In its heyday, on the streets leading up to Okubo Park, you used to see several dozen girls
standing around, trolling for johns," a newspaper reporter on the---

* Doctor arrested for allegedly sexually assaulting woman at clinic (2026-04-01 21:45)

A 55-year-old doctor who runs a psychiatric clinic in Tokyo has been arrested for allegedly
sexually assaulting a female patient in her 20s last year. According to the---

* Megan Thee Stallion falls ill during Broadway show (2026-04-01 21:44)

American rapper Megan Thee Stallion said Wednesday that she had a "wake-up call" after she
was taken to hospital in the middle of a Broadway performance of "Moulin---

* Actor Hirosue to return from break after being fined over car crash (2026-04-01 21:44)

Actor Ryoko Hirosue said Wednesday she will resume her activities this spring after taking time
off following a car accident caused by negligent driving, for which she was---

* Far cry from 16-pixel start, Mario makes it 'so big' on screen, says creator Miyamoto
(2026-04-01 21:44)

Super Mario's creator Shigeru Miyamoto told AFP he had never imagined that the "little
character I drew would become so big", bouncing through the decades from pixellated New---

* Macron, Takaichi discuss Middle East, defense, rare earths development, nuclear energy
(2026-04-01 21:44)

French President Emmanuel Macron called for a ceasefire in the Middle East during a visit to
Japan on Wednesday. Macron, who held talks with Japanese Prime Minister Sanae---

* Japan begins day care system regardless of parental employment status (2026-04-01 21:41)

Japan began implementing a public system on Wednesday that allows children to attend day
care for up to 10 hours per month, regardless of parental employment status, as---

* Japan lands 1st catch of year as whaling season begins off Hokkaido (2026-04-01 21:41)
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Japan landed the year's first minke whale catch on Wednesday as the commercial whaling
season began off Hokkaido, with two females landed at Nemuro port, according to an---

* Greenpeace accuses oil companies of reaping Mideast 'war profits' (2026-04-01 21:39)

A study commissioned by Greenpeace said on Wednesday that oil companies have been making
more than 80 million euros a day in "war profits" in the European Union---

* Tiger Woods turns down Ryder Cup captain's job as he steps away to get healthy
(2026-04-01 21:38)

Tiger Woods has turned down the chance to be U.S. captain for the Ryder Cup matches in 2027
as he steps away from golf-related activities to seek treatment---

* FIFA appears to have technical difficulties with World Cup ticket sales (2026-04-01 21:38)

FIFA appeared to have technical difficulties when it resumed World Cup ticket sales Wednesday
after the 48-team field was finalized. Soccer's governing body did not say which games---

* The 'million dollar' Senna helmet bought at Japan GP (2026-04-01 21:38)

When Canadian collector Darren Jack discovered that an Ayrton Senna helmet he values at a
million dollars was for sale in Japan, he jumped on a plane to---

* World Cup qualifying marathon ends with Iraq securing 48th and final spot (2026-04-01
21:38)

The 48-team field for FIFA’ s biggest ever World Cup is complete after a qualifying process that
spanned more than two and a half years. Iraq edged Bolivia--

* Australian PM urges using public transport, says war's effects will last months (2026-04-01
21:38)

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese warned the economic shocks of the war in the
Middle East would be felt for months and encouraged citizens to take public transport---

* Activist vessel collides with krill trawler in Antarctic confrontation (2026-04-01 21:38)

A ship operated by a group founded by anti-whaling activist Paul Watson collided with an
industrial krill trawler in Antarctica in what the ship's Norwegian owner said was---

* New DNA testing links unsolved death of Utah teen in 1974 to serial killer Ted Bundy
(2026-04-01 21:38)

New DNA testing has definitively linked the unsolved death of a Utah teenager in 1974 to the
infamous serial killer Ted Bundy, the local sheriff’ s office said Wednesday.-

* First foreign troop in new gang suppression force lands in Haiti to replace previous
mission (2026-04-01 21:37)
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The first foreign troop tied to a new gang-suppression force backed by the United Nations has
arrived in Haiti to help quell ongoing violence, according to a statement---

* Pakistan holding talks with Afghan government in China (2026-04-01 21:37)

Pakistan and Afghanistan are holding talks in China to try to find a way to end months of
conflict sparked by cross-border attacks, two officials from Islamabad told---

« U.S. lifts sanctions on Venezuela’ s acting President Delcy Rodriguez (2026-04-01 21:37)

The U.S. on Wednesday lifted sanctions on Venezuela’ s acting President Delcy Rodriguez,
according to an Office of Foreign Assets Control entry on the Treasury Department website. The
newly---

* South Africa deploys military to Cape Town townships hit by crime (2026-04-01 21:37)

South African soldiers moved into gang-ridden Cape Town townships on Wednesday, as two
people were killed in fresh violence, nearly 50 days after the president ordered the
deployment.---

* 3 more men arrested in suspected antisemitic ambulance torching in London (2026-04-01
21:37)

Three additional suspects were arrested Wednesday on arson charges in the torching of four
ambulances owned by a Jewish charity in London, police said. Two British men, ages---

* Russia warns citizens not to travel to countries that have extradition treaties with US
(2026-04-01 21:37)

Russia warned its citizens on Wednesday not to travel to countries that have extradition treaties
with the United States. In a travel advisory, the Foreign Ministry said "the---

* Zelenskyy says U.S. talks 'positive,' Russian response to truce offer was strikes (2026-04-01
21:37)

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy criticized Russia for answering his offer of an Easter truce with
airstrikes on Wednesday but he praised as "positive" fresh talks with U.S. mediators aimed---

* Iranians vow to 'resist until the end' at Guards naval chief's funeral (2026-04-01 21:36)

Thousands of Iranians gathered Wednesday in Tehran for the funeral of the Revolutionary
Guards' naval commander, killed in an Israeli strike, with mourners vowing to fight to the---

* Supreme Court seems poised to reject Trump's birthright citizenship limits as he attends
arguments (2026-04-01 21:36)

The Supreme Court seemed poised Wednesday to reject President Donald Trump’ s
restrictions on birthright citizenship in a momentous case that was magnified by his
unparalleled presence in the---
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* Trump threatens NATO exit, saying he is disgusted with allies (2026-04-01 21:36)

Tensions between the United States and NATO allies flared up as President Donald Trump said
he was considering pulling the U.S. out of the Western military alliance due---

* A war meant to break Iran could leave Tehran stronger, and Gulf exposed (2026-04-01
21:32)

If President Donald Trump ends the war with Iran without a deal, he risks leaving Tehran with a
stranglehold over Middle East energy supplies and Gulf Arab oil---

* Welcome on board (2026-04-01 21:29)

Japan Airlines Co President and CEO Mitsuko Tottori and newly hired employees attend the
company group's initiation ceremony at a hangar of Haneda Airport in Tokyo on Wednesday.

* Asia barters for scarce energy as Iran crisis throttles supplies (2026-04-01 11:53)

Indonesia's leader visited Tokyo this week in Asia's latest flurry of fuel bartering efforts to offset
crippling shortages caused by conflict in the Middle East, a key source--

* ANA, JAL to raise fuel surcharges from June (2026-04-01 10:02)

ANA Holdings Inc and Japan Airlines Co are expected to raise fuel surcharges significantly on
international flights from June, as aviation fuel prices surge amid the Middle East---

* Japan raises tobacco, corporate taxes to finance boost in defense spending (2026-04-01
07:35)

Japan on Wednesday raised tobacco and corporate taxes to finance a boost in defense
spending, with income tax hike set to follow in 2027 as the government projects---

* 3 men arrested over Chiba robbery also charged in Kanagawa case (2026-04-01 07:33)

Three men who were arrested in connection with a robbery resulting in injury that occurred in
Kamakura City, Kanagawa Prefecture, in January, have been charged with a second---

* Beating England will boost Japan's World Cup challenge: Moriyasu (2026-04-01 04:53)

Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu said his team's historic 1-0 win against England on Tuesday would
give them the confidence to make a major impact at the World Cup.---

* Trump signs order tightening mail-in voting, drawing swift legal threats (2026-04-01 03:54)

President Donald Trump signed an executive order on Tuesday tightening rules on mail in
voting nationwide, including directing his administration to compile a list of confirmed U.S.
citizens eligible---

* M5.0 quake jolts eastern Japan; no tsunami warning issued (2026-04-01 03:19)
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n earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.0 rattled eastern Japan on Wednesday, with no
tsunami warning issued, according to the weather agency. The 10:06 a.m. quake struck---

* GaijinPot Celebrates: Real Connections at Pacha Craft Beer Tacos (2026-04-01 03:08)

GaijinPot Celebrates is our ongoing event series designed to bring the foreign community
together for networking in a casual, social environment. For our second edition, we’ re heading
to Pacha--

* Russian military transport plane crashes in Crimea; 29 killed (2026-04-01 01:31)

A Russian An-26 military transport plane crashed into a cliff in Crimea, killing 29 people on
board, Russian news agencies reported the country's defence ministry as saying early---

* Hosono throws no-hitter as Fighters rout Marines for 1st win (2026-03-31 23:38)

Haruki Hosono became the 91st pitcher in Nippon Professional Baseball to throw a no-hitter
Tuesday as he struck out 12 to lead the Nippon Ham Fighters to a---

* Bill to allow joint custody after divorce goes into effect (2026-03-31 23:03)

A revised law in Japan allowing joint parental custody after divorce went into effect Wednesday,
with the aim of enabling both parents to play a role in child-rearing---

* Cubs outfielder Seiya Suzuki to go on a minor-league rehab stint during Cubs' upcoming
trip (2026-03-31 22:55)

Chicago Cubs outfielder Seiya Suzuki will go on a minor-league rehab stint during the team's
upcoming trip, manager Craig Counsell said Tuesday. The 31-year-old Suzuki began the season---

* Gyokeres sends Sweden to World Cup with dramatic winner against Poland (2026-03-31
22:12)
Viktor Gyokeres sent Sweden to the 2026 World Cup as he netted a dramatic late winner to

hand his country a 3-2 win over Poland in their European---

« Italy to miss third straight World Cup after shoot-out defeat to Bosnia (2026-03-31 22:11)

Italy will miss out on a third straight World Cup after falling to Bosnia and Hercegovina in
Tuesday's breathless qualification play-off final, the Azzurri blowing their chance to---

* Czech Republic beats Denmark on penalties to reach World Cup (2026-03-31 22:11)

Michal Sadilek's penalty sent the Czech Republic to the World Cup as they beat Denmark in a
shootout in Prague on Tuesday following a 2-2 draw after extra---

* Lawsuit says Taylor Swift's 'Showgirl' pose comes too close to the work of a real one
(2026-03-31 22:10)
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A lawsuit says Taylor Swift's “The Life of a Showgirl” stole the spotlight from the life of a real
one. Maren Wade says in the trademark infringement lawsuit---

* Job openings fall to 6.9 million in February, another hint of sluggish hiring in America
(2026-03-31 21:44)

U.S. job openings fell last month to 6.9 million and hiring was weak, more signs of sluggishness
in the American labor market. The Labor Department reported Tuesday that---

* Pricier fuel hits Tokyo cherry blossom river cruises (2026-03-31 21:43)

A few dozen tourists hopped onto a small cruise boat in Tokyo to admire the cherry blossoms
lining the Meguro River -- a seasonal attraction that could soon---

* Japan and Indonesia to boost energy security cooperation (2026-03-31 21:42)

Japan and resource-rich Indonesia agreed Tuesday to deepen economic ties and cooperation in
energy security as the two Asian countries face growing uncertainty over oil and gas supplies---

* Eurovision Song Contest is expanding with an Asian edition later this year (2026-03-31
21:42)

The music spectacle Eurovision is holding its first Asian edition in Bangkok later this year. The
Eurovision Song Contest Asia 2026 has confirmed artists from at least 10---

« Wahoo! ‘The Super Mario Galaxy Movie’ levels up the magic (2026-03-31 21:42)

There are some things you might expect, even count on, in a Super Mario Galaxy movie. The
introduction of the celestial Princess Rosalina? Check. A scene of her---

* 5 sent to hospital after pipe rupture at particle observatory in Japan (2026-03-31 21:41)

Five people were sent to hospital Tuesday following an accident at a next-generation neutrino
detector under construction in Gifu Prefecture, central Japan, police said. One of the five---

* MLB players increase potential war chest to $415 million ahead of bargaining (2026-03-31
21:40)
Big league baseball players increased their potential war chest of cash and investments ahead
of collective bargaining to $415 million heading into 2026, up from $284 million at---
* Tiger Woods pleads not guilty to DUI in car crash where authorities say he was found with
opioids (2026-03-31 21:40)
Tiger Woods entered a not guilty plea in his driving under the influence case in Florida on

Tuesday, hours after a sheriff’ s report said he had pain pills--

* Mitoma fires Japan to historic first win over England (2026-03-31 21:40)
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Japan made history with its first ever win against England as Kaoru Mitoma sealed a 1-0 victory
in Tuesday's friendly at Wembley. The Samurai Blue ended their long---

* France's Macron arrives in Japan for talks dominated by Mideast war (2026-03-31 21:39)

French President Emmanuel Macron arrived in Japan on Tuesday for a visit that initially aimed
to strengthen partnerships in nuclear energy and space innovation but will now be---

* Look at Hong Kong and don't be naive about China, U.S. senator says on Taiwan trip
(2026-03-31 21:38)

Taiwan should look at what happened to Hong Kong and not be naive about China's intentions,
U.S. Senator John Curtis said on Tuesday during a visit by U.S.---

* King Charles to make state visit to U.S. despite calls to cancel due to Iran war (2026-03-31
21:37)

King Charles III is going ahead with a state visit to the United States this month, despite calls for
the ceremonial event to be called off due to---

* Hijacked car driven to Northern Irish police station contained improvised bomb, police say
(2026-03-31 21:37)

Irish nationalist militants were likely behind the hijacking and placing of an improvised
explosive device in a food delivery vehicle that was ordered to drive to a Northern---

* American journalist kidnapped in Baghdad, police officials say (2026-03-31 21:37)

An American woman journalist was kidnapped in Baghdad on Tuesday and authorities are
searching the city for her, two police officials said. The Iraqi interior ministry confirmed the--

« Citing First Amendment, federal judge blocks Trump order to end funding for NPR and
PBS (2026-03-31 21:37)

Citing the First Amendment, a federal judge on Tuesday agreed to permanently block the Trump
administration from implementing a presidential directive to end federal funding for National
Public---

* Golden toilet statue mocks Trump near renovated White House (2026-03-31 21:37)
Here's one monument President Donald Trump probably isn't too happy to see emblazoned
with his name: a golden toilet near the White House. Ensconced in the kind of---

* Zelenskyy says he will ask U.S. to relay Easter energy truce offer to Russia (2026-03-31

21:37)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Tuesday he would ask U.S. mediators to pass
Kyiv's offer of an Easter ceasefire for strikes on energy infrastructure to Russia, after---
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* Rubio urges U.S. diplomats to use X to fight 'anti-American propaganda' (2026-03-31 21:37)

U.S. diplomats should use social media platform X and partner with military psychological
operations units in an effort to "counter foreign anti-American propaganda," Secretary of State
Marco Rubio---

* London mayor asks diplomats to push back against Trump's 'lies' about UK capital
(2026-03-31 21:36)

London Mayor Sadiq Khan called on British diplomats stationed around the world on Tuesday to
help counter what he described as "disinformation and lies" about the capital amplified---

* Judge orders Trump administration to halt White House ballroom construction
(2026-03-31 21:36)

A federal judge on Tuesday ordered the Trump administration to suspend construction of a
$400 million ballroom it demolished the East Wing of the White House to make---

* Israel to destroy all houses in Lebanese villages near border, defense minister says
(2026-03-31 21:36)

Israel will destroy all homes in Lebanese villages near the border and 600,000 people who fled
the south will not be allowed home until northern Israel is secure, -

* U.S. says Iran war at decisive moment; Tehran threatens U.S. companies in region
(2026-03-31 21:36)

U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said on Tuesday the next few days in the war against Iran
would be decisive and warned Tehran that the conflict would intensify---

* Police to fine minor rule-breaking cyclists in Japan from April 1 (2026-03-31 10:14)

Japan will implement a revised road traffic law from Wednesday that will see fines imposed for
relatively minor traffic violations such as using a mobile phone while riding---

* Japan spots Chinese survey ship operating in disputed waters (2026-03-31 07:34)

Japan's Coast Guard said it had confirmed a Chinese marine research vessel was operating in its
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) west-northwest of Uotsuri Island on Monday and  had--

* 23-year-old police officer apparently commits suicide with handgun (2026-03-31 07:33)

A 23-year-old male police officer was found bleeding from a bullet wound to his head in the
dormitory of Tamagawa Police Station in Tokyo’ s Setagaya Ward on Monday, -

* Long-range counterstrike missiles become operational at 2 GSDF bases (2026-03-31 07:33)

Japan's Defense Ministry said Tuesday that long-range missiles with counterstrike capabilities
have been brought into service at two Ground Self-Defense Force bases in the country. The
deployment of---
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* A nervous Roki Sasaki steadies himself in Dodgers season debut after a shaky spring
(2026-03-31 07:04)

A nervous Roki Sasaki took the mound in his season debut, knowing he needed to prove
something to himself and the Los Angeles Dodgers after a shaky spring.---

* Three U.N. peacekeepers from Indonesia killed in Lebanon as Israeli strikes pummel
south (2026-03-31 01:59)

Three United Nations peacekeepers from Indonesia were killed in two separate incidents in
southern Lebanon after a bloody weekend in which Lebanese journalists and medics were killed
in...

* Attack on Michigan synagogue was Hezbollah-inspired 'act of terrorism,' FBI says
(2026-03-30 22:11)

The FBI said on Monday that an attack on the largest Jewish temple in Michigan earlier this
month was an "act of terrorism" inspired by Hezbollah. Ayman Ghazali,---

* Al agent future coming, OpenClaw creator says at Tokyo event (2026-03-30 21:42)

Peter Steinberger's artificial intelligence agent tool OpenClaw has taken the tech world by storm
with its ability to execute real-life tasks such as checking him in for his---

* TV personality Dewi Sukarno indicted for hitting her manager at animal hospital
(2026-03-30 21:41)

Dewi Sukarno, the Japanese TV personality and widow of former Indonesian President Sukarno,
was indicted without arrest Monday by Tokyo prosecutors on suspicion of assaulting her
manager at--

* G7 ministers pledge 'necessary measures' to ensure stable energy market (2026-03-30
21:36)
G7 economy and finance ministers Monday said they stood ready to take "all necessary

measures" to ensure the stability of the energy market as they tackled the economic---

 China sanctions aide of Takaichi for Taiwan ties (2026-03-30 21:36)

China imposed sanctions on Monday on Japanese lawmaker Keiji Furuya, a close aide to Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi, for what it called his "collusion with Taiwan independence" forces, in---

* UK comedian Russell Brand trial on rape, sex assault charges delayed (2026-03-30 21:36)

British actor and comedian Russell Brand's trial on seven charges of rape and sexual assault
relating to six women will take place in October, a London judge said---

* Mary Beth Hurt, Tony-nominated Broadway and film actor, dies at 79 (2026-03-30 21:35)
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Mary Beth Hurt, a Tony Award-nominated actor who starred on Broadway in “Benefactors”
with Glenn Close and reunited with Close for the movie “The World According to Garp,” -

* Celine Dion announces comeback following health struggle (2026-03-30 21:35)

Megastar singer Celine Dion on Monday announced her return to performing after a lengthy
break prompted by a rare health condition, calling the comeback news revealed on her---

* Japan's cherry blossom season dazzles locals and tourists (2026-03-30 21:32)

Japanese locals and tourists packed the country's most stunning cherry blossom spots on
Monday to enjoy the dazzling flowers at full bloom. The tiny white and pink petals---

* WTO suffers fresh blow after trade reform push hits wall in Cameroon (2026-03-30 21:29)

World Trade Organization talks broke up on Monday with no agreement on reform plans or
even on extending a moratorium on e-commerce duties, piling more pressure on the---

* Toyota's global output drops 3.9% in February (2026-03-30 21:29)

Toyota Motor Corp said Monday its global output sank 3.9 percent in February from a year
earlier to 749,673 vehicles, declining for the fourth consecutive month, weighed down---

* Australian Rules player banned for wiping blood on face of opponent (2026-03-30 21:27)

A top Australian Rules player was Monday slapped with a three-match ban for wiping blood
from his nose on the face of an opponent in what was condemned---

* After grind of Milan Cortina Games, Olympians chase rest to peak again ahead of Stanley
Cup runs (2026-03-30 21:27)

The NHL players who skated at the Milan Cortina Games peaked way earlier than usual. They
had to, with an Olympic gold medal on the line. Very little---

* Takeaways for F1 meetings on rule changes after big crash and Verstappen's hint at
retiring (2026-03-30 21:27)

A huge crash which left Oliver Bearman limping. Overtaking that sometimes happens by
accident. And four-time champion Max Verstappen mulling retirement. Calling off races in
Bahrain and Saudi---

* Premier League fans back call to scrap VAR (2026-03-30 21:27)

More than three-quarters of Premier League fans would like to see VAR scrapped and even
more believe it has a detrimental impact on the matchday experience, according to---

* Premier League fans feel the pinch from ticket price hikes (2026-03-30 21:27)

The Premier League's global appeal is built on packed stadiums and electric atmospheres but as
the arms race for talent intensifies, fans are feeling the pinch. A recent---
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« Student shoots teacher and then fatally shoots himself at Texas high school, authorities
say (2026-03-30 21:26)

A 15-year-old student shot a teacher at a Texas high school and then fatally shot himself,
authorities said Monday. No other injuries were reported in the shooting at---

* Gunmen kill at least 20 in nighttime attack in Nigeria (2026-03-30 21:26)

A night attack on a community in Nigeria’ s north-central region left at least 20 people dead,
residents and authorities said. The attack occurred on Sunday nightin---

* Zelenskyy says Middle East visit a success, announces accords (2026-03-30 21:26)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy pronounced his tour of Middle Eastern countries a
success on Monday and said a number of security cooperation accords had been clinched or
were:---

* At least 70 killed in Haiti massacre, rights group says, far exceeding official toll (2026-03-30
21:26)

At least 70 people were killed and 30 injured during an attack in Haiti's breadbasket Artibonite
region, a human rights group said on Monday, significantly higher than official--

* Spain closes airspace to U.S. planes involved in Iran war (2026-03-30 21:25)

Spain has closed its airspace to U.S. planes involved in attacks on Iran, a step beyond its
previous denial of use of jointly-operated military bases, Defense Minister Margarita---

* Air Canada CEO to retire after row over English-only condolence message (2026-03-30
21:25)

Air Canada said Monday that CEO Michael Rousseau will retire later this year, an announcement
following controversy over his failure to issue condolences both in English and French---

* Airport bottlenecks ease as TSA workers get paid, but shutdown continues (2026-03-30
21:25)

Frustrating security lines dwindled at U.S. airports Monday, clearing the worst bottlenecks as
Transportation Safety Administration officers began receiving backpay for working during the
government shutdown. What was---

* White House says no change in Cuba policy after Russian tanker waiver (2026-03-30 21:25)

The White House said on Monday it has not changed U.S. policy toward Cuba, even as it allowed
a sanctioned Russian tanker to deliver fuel to the island---

* Gunmen kill more than 70 in South Sudan after dispute at gold mine (2026-03-30 21:24)
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Gunmen killed more than 70 people in South Sudan over a gold mining row on the outskirts of
the capital over the weekend, police said Monday. A video--

* White House ballroom project to include 'massive' military complex (2026-03-30 21:24)

The U.S. military is upgrading White House facilities for the new East Wing, the administration
said on Monday, after President Donald Trump said the ballroom would be built---

* Trump issues new warning to Tehran; Iran calls U.S. peace proposals 'unrealistic’
(2026-03-30 21:24)

President Donald Trump warned on Monday that the U.S. would obliterate Iran's energy plants
and oil wells if Tehran does not open the Strait of Hormuz, after Tehran---

* Agoda observes blooming interest in last-minute travel for Japan's cherry blossom season
(2026-03-30 21:20)

With the arrival of Japan's cherry blossom season, digital travel platform Agoda has noted a 36%
rise in domestic accommodation searches for prime blossom-viewing destinations. This
increase, observed in---

* PM drops bid to pass FY2026 budget on time; Diet OKs stopgap step (2026-03-30 10:10)

Japan's ruling party led by Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi on Monday abandoned its plan to
enact the fiscal 2026 budget before the new fiscal year starts on April---

* Man allegedly stabbed to death by wife after argument over living expenses (2026-03-30
07:33)

Police in Chiba City have arrested a woman in her 20s on suspicion of fatally stabbing her
28-year-old husband at their apartment on Sunday night. According to police,---

* Rucksack of missing 11-year-old Kyoto boy found in mountainous area (2026-03-30 07:33)

A rucksack belonging to an 11-year-old boy who has been missing since March 23 in Nantan
City, Kyoto Prefecture, was found Sunday in a mountainous area of the---

* Takaichi considering top-level talks with Iran if it is in Japan's national interest (2026-03-30
07:31)

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi said Monday she will consider holding talks with the
Iranian leadership at an "appropriate” time based on the national interest as tensions remain---

* Taiwan opposition leader accepts Xi's invitation to visit China (2026-03-30 04:41)

The leader of Taiwan's main opposition party accepted an invitation from Chinese leader Xi
Jinping to visit in April, her party and Chinese state media reported Monday. Kuomintang---
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* Australian police shoot dead fugitive wanted for killing 2 officers last August (2026-03-30
03:00)

Australian police said Monday they shot dead a fugitive gunman wanted for killing two officers,
ending a seven-month manhunt for one of the country's most-wanted criminals. Desmond
Freeman--

* Sinner overpowers Lehecka to win Miami Open (2026-03-30 00:39)

World number two Jannik Sinner powered past Jiri Lehecka 6-4, 6-4 to win the ATP Miami
Masters 1000 for a second time on Sunday, adding the title to---

* UK police question suspect after car hits pedestrians (2026-03-30 00:38)

British police were on Sunday questioning a 36-year-old man arrested for attempted murder
after a car plowed into people on a street in a central English city, injuring---

* Astros starter Tatsuya Imai admits nerves in major league debut against Angels
(2026-03-29 23:52)

Though Tatsuya Imai made more than 100 starts in eight seasons playing professionally in
Japan, he admitted to having a case of the jitters Sunday in his major---

* White Sox's Murakami joins Guardians' DeLauter in exclusive club with HRs in first 3 MLB
games (2026-03-29 23:28)

Munetaka Murakami of the Chicago White Sox and Chase Delauter of the Cleveland Guardians
have accomplished something in the last week that had been done only twice before. The two---

* Russian tanker heads to Cuba despite U.S. oil blockade (2026-03-29 23:02)

A Russian oil tanker under U.S. sanctions is due to arrive in Cuba by Tuesday despite a de facto
American fuel blockade of the energy-starved island, according to---

* JD or Marco? Iran war raises 2028 stakes as Trump weighs Vance vs. Rubio (2026-03-29
22:35)

As the war in Iran threatens to imperil President Donald Trump's legacy, the political stakes also
are rising for two of his top lieutenants: Vice President JD Vance:---

« Italy's Bezzecchi wins fifth MotoGP in a row by taking U.S. Grand Prix (2026-03-29 22:32)

Marco Bezzecchi captured his fifth consecutive MotoGP victory on Sunday by winning the
United States Grand Prix, reclaiming the season points lead in the process. The 27-year-old
Italian---

* 75-year-old man arrested for shoplifting and assaulting store employees (2026-03-29
21:20)
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Police in Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture, have arrested a 75-year-old man on suspicion of shoplifting
and assault. According to police, Shizuo Ito shoplifted one soft drink and three food---

* Man arrested over hit-and-run death of 6-year-old boy (2026-03-29 21:19)

Police in Aomori City have arrested a 36-year-old man on suspicion of negligent driving
resulting in death in connection with the hit-and-run death of a 6-year-old boy on---

* JR limited express train stops after alarm warns of open door (2026-03-29 21:18)

A limited express train that left Yamanashi Prefecture for Tokyo ran with an open door on
Saturday, the transport ministry said, classifying the case as a serious incident.---

* Worries about global economic pain deepen as the war in Iran drags on (2026-03-29 21:17)

U.S. and Israeli attacks on Iran have driven up prices, darkened the outlook for the world
economy, sent global stock markets reeling and forced developing countries to ration---

* Police search SDF base after officer's arrest over Chinese embassy entry (2026-03-29 21:17)

Police on Sunday searched a Japanese Ground Self-Defense Force base in the southwestern
prefecture of Miyazaki in connection with an officer's alleged unlawful entry into the Chinese
Embassy---

* 'Project Hail Mary' flies to $54.5 million second weekend (2026-03-29 21:11)

“Project Hail Mary” stayed aloft in its second weekend, holding strongly with $54.5 million,
according to studio estimates Sunday, and adding to the long-term prospects of the year’ s--

* At 50, Apple confronts its next big challenge: AI (2026-03-29 21:09)

Apple celebrates its 50th anniversary as artificial intelligence challenges the Silicon Valley
legend to prove it can deliver yet another culture-changing innovation. Steve Jobs, a driven
marketing genius,---

* Verstappen again questions his F1 future and says this season could be his last
(2026-03-29 21:09)

Four-time world champion Max Verstappen has not ruled out retiring at the end of the Formula
1 season, saying he is trying “very hard” to enjoy racing under---

* Tudor leaves after just seven games as Spurs battle for survival (2026-03-29 21:08)

Tottenham parted company with coach Igor Tudor by mutual consent on Sunday after just
seven games in charge as they battle to stay in the Premier League. Tudor---

* Jerusalem heads into a subdued Passover and Easter under the shadow of the Iran war
(2026-03-29 21:08)
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Jerusalem’ s major holy sites are shuttered and families are dejected and exhausted ahead of
Passover and Easter as the Iran war enters its fifth week. The mood stands---

* France detains two more suspects over foiled Bank of America attack (2026-03-29 21:08)

French authorities have arrested two more suspects over a foiled attack on Bank of America’ s
Paris offices, the country’ s anti-terrorism prosecutor’ s office said on Sunday. “Two further
individuals---

* Ukraine's Zelenskyy discusses security partnership with Jordan's king (2026-03-29 21:08)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he discussed a possible security partnership on
Sunday with Jordan's King Abdullah over defending against drone attacks amid rising tensions
over the Iran---

* Afghanistan accuses Pakistan of shelling outskirts of eastern city, killing and wounding
civilians (2026-03-29 21:08)

Afghanistan’ s government accused Pakistan’ s military of shelling the outskirts of an eastern
Afghan city on Sunday, killing one person and wounding more than a dozen in the latest---

* Netanyahu orders expansion of southern Lebanon operations to halt Hezbollah rockets
(2026-03-29 21:07)

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Sunday he had ordered the military to
further expand its operations in southern Lebanon, citing continued rocket fire by Hezbollah.
Israel---

* Pakistan prepares to host peace talks as Iran accuses U.S. of ground assault plans
(2026-03-29 21:07)

Pakistan said on Sunday it was preparing to host "meaningful talks" to end the conflict over Iran
in coming days even though Tehran earlier accused Washington of preparing---

* Is overtourism a problem in the part of Japan where you live? (2026-03-29 21:04)
* Full bloom in Tokyo (2026-03-29 21:04)

People watch the cherry blossoms in full bloom at a garden of the Imperial Palace in Tokyo.

* Picturesque Tokyo park plays host to millions of flowers this spring (2026-03-29 21:01)

If you spend any time in Tokyo in the spring, you may be greeted by the sight of a flood of
people competing for selfies with a single---

* Woman arrested for leaving young child in car while she plays pachinko (2026-03-29 07:40)

A 31-year-old woman has been arrested on suspicion of parental neglect after she left her
young son alone in a car in the parking lot of a pachinko---
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* 19-year-old Mercedes driver Antonelli wins Japanese Grand Prix (2026-03-29 07:39)

Mercedes' Kimi Antonelli won the Japanese Grand Prix on Sunday for his second straight victory
as the 19-year-old Italian became the youngest driver in Formula One history to---

* Helplines buzz with alerts from seafarers trapped in war (2026-03-29 07:12)

Seafarers' helplines say they are overwhelmed with messages from crews stuck in the Gulf by
the Middle East war, desperately seeking repatriation, compensation and onboard supplies. "
Writing to---

* North Korea conducts engine test for missile capable of targeting U.S. mainland
(2026-03-29 04:10)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un observed a test of a high-thrust, solid-fuel engine test and
hailed it as a development to boost the country’ s strategic military capability,---

* Anti-Trump 'No Kings' rallies held across U.S. (2026-03-29 02:30)

Demonstrators decrying U.S. President Donald Trump's aggressive deportation efforts, war in
Iran and other policies took to city streets across the country on Saturday in the third round---

Source: Mainichi Daily News
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Source: Nippon.com

- lidaya: Quintessential Japanese Kitchen Products On Offer in Tokyo’ s Kappabashi
(2026-04-04 18:00)

Visitors Flock to Japan&rsquo;s Leading Kitchenware TownLocated between Asakusa and Ueno,
two of northeastern Tokyo&rsquo;s top tourist destinations, is Kappabashi Dogugai, a large
shopping area dedic...

« Tsukudani: A Traditional Fisherman’ s Preserve Loved Across Japan (2026-04-03 18:01)

Tsukudani is a sweet, savory preserved food made mainly from seafood, such as seaweed,
shellfish, and fish, or agricultural produce that has been simmered in soy sauce and sugar.The
name of this dish ...

«Japan’ s Foreign Population Rises Above 4 Million for the First Time (2026-04-02 18:00)

Growing Foreign Populationjapan&rsquo;s foreign population has surpassed 4 million for the
first time. According to Immigration Services Agency figures, there were 4,125,395 foreign
residents in Japan...

* Umezu Kazuo: The Horror Manga Master and His Complex Relationship with Tezuka
Osamu (2026-04-02 18:00)

No &ldquo;Bright Future&rdquo;Manga creator Umezu Kazuo passed away on October 28,
2024, at the hospice where he was receiving end-of-life care. He was 88 years old. At that time, I
still had a vivid ...
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* Japanese Beauty Salons on the Itinerary for Western Tourists (2026-04-01 18:00)

The Allure of Beauty SalonsA survey conducted by Hot Pepper Beauty Academy,
Recruit&rsquo;s beauty research institute, revealed that 42.6% of 1,535 tourists from Europe,
North America, and Australia, ...

* Ongoing Deflation Pushing China Toward Its Own Lost Decades? (2026-04-01 18:00)

A Less-Than-Rosy Picture in Chinaln January 2026, the Chinese government announced a real
2025 GDP growth rate of 5.0%, with a nominal rate of 4.0%. The trend of real growth surpassing
nominal growth ...

* A Guide to Preparing for Disaster in Japan (2026-03-31 18:00)

Staying Safeln 2025, Japan welcomed more than 42 million visitors from overseas. While the
country is known for its seasonal scenery and has a reputation for being safe, it also faces
natural disaster...

* No Signal: Survey in Japan Raises Concerns over Smartphones as Disaster Lifelines
(2026-03-31 18:00)

Calling HomeAs more and more households in Japan rely on comprehensive communication
apps on smartphones for day-to-day correspondence, children have less need to remember
their parents&rsquo; mobile ...

« Mario: A 3-Minute History of Nintendo’ s Iconic Plumber Hero (2026-03-30 18:00)

Mr. Video GameMario made his debut appearance in the 1981 arcade game Donkey Kong,
created by a young Miyamoto Shigeru, early in his career at Nintendo. In the game, Mario was
portrayed as a carpenter...

« Money, Kids, and More: Changes Affecting People’ s Lives in Japan from April 2026
(2026-03-30 18:00)

The Japanese fiscal and academic years begin on April 1 each year. In fiscal 2026 residents of
Japan can expect a variety of changes, particularly related to their finances, as detailed
below.Falling ...

* The Way of Rest: “Hirayasumi” Teaches Manga Lessons on Happiness (2026-03-30 18:00)

Lives Intersecting Under One RoofThe setting of this manga is a hiraya, a traditional style of
one-story Japanese house with an emphasis on open spaces. The title, Hirayasumi, combines
this word with ...

« Shachihoko: The Legendary Sea Beast that Protects Japan’ s Castles from Fire (2026-03-30
06:00)

A Talisman Against FireThe shachihoko is a legendary sea creature with the head of a tiger and
the body of a fish. It is most commonly seen adorning the roofs of Japanese castles, often with a
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male on...

* Yagisawa Satoshi: An Interview with the Days at the Morisaki Bookshop Author About His
International Bestseller (2026-03-29 18:00)

Readers Lining UpIn January 2026, Yagisawa Satoshi traveled to India for the first time to take
part in the Chennai International Book Fair and the Kerala Literature Festival in Kozhikode,
known as As...

* Faster or Cheaper? Survey Finds Japanese Travelers Would Prefer to Save Money
(2026-03-29 18:00)

Checking PrioritiesThe Japanese travel app Ekispert conducted a survey of 3,685 of its users
between February 4 and 9, and found that 80% considered efficient use of both time and
money in their daily...

Source: The Japan Times

* Tonga's debt to China hinders rebuilding effort four years after eruption (2026-04-05
04:57)

Tongan Prime Minister Lord Fakafanua has said his country will not be accepting any more
loans from Beijing.

* Takaichi’ s path from crisis manager to ‘champion’ builder (2026-04-05 04:10)

Despite steady leadership amid global risks, Prime Minister Takaichi lacks decisive economic
vision, leaving questions about whether she will seize the narrow window for reform.

« Trump’ s victory rhetoric undercut by downed U.S. jet in Iran war (2026-04-05 04:00)

The downing of a U.S. aircraft has pierced the aura of invincibility Donald Trump has sought to
project.
* Pharmaceutical logistics in demand as war rattles supply chains (2026-04-05 03:35)

As fears of medicine shortages grow amid the war in the Middle East, pharmaceutical logistics
help ensure steady shipments to hospitals, pharmacies, and other customers worldwide.

* Gasoline, diapers and drinks: Japan faces wide-ranging impact amid concern over oil
(2026-04-05 02:49)

The government has assured the public that the supply of crude oil is sufficient for now, but
efforts to curb consumption could be needed if the situation doesn't improve.

* Taiwan opposition leader to make 'peace' visit to China, first in 10 years (2026-04-05 02:11)
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Kuomintang chief Cheng Li-wun said she wants to meet Chinese leader Xi Jinping to build
cross-strait "peace.”

* Tokyo elementary school sisters discover rare cicada fossil (2026-04-05 02:09)

Whole-body cicada fossils are extremely rare, with most fossils consisting only of wing
fragments.

* Ex-Aum leader's son seeks damages from government (2026-04-05 01:51)

This is the first time that details of his remarks and behavior related to the agency's inspection
attempt have come to light.

* Iran says Iraqi ships are allowed to use Strait of Hormuz (2026-04-05 01:23)

Traffic in the Strait remains a small fraction of the pre-war rate, when one-fifth of the world's oil
and LNG sailed the narrows connecting the Persian Gulf to the Indian Ocean.

* Curling's new professional league bets big on Olympic buzz (2026-04-05 00:46)

Boasting an Olympic-heavy roster that includes several medallists from the Milano Cortina
Games, the Rock League will feature six mixed-gender franchises.

+ U.S. deploys bulk of stealthy long-range missile for Iran war (2026-04-05 00:40)

The order to pull JASSM-ER cruise missiles from Pacific stockpiles was issued at the end of
March.

* Student debt burdened them, so they moved abroad and stopped paying (2026-04-05
00:25)
Some who made this decision cited relieving the mental burden of debt as a motivator, as well
as having a higher quality of life, even on a lower salary, outside the U.S.
* Murakami powers White Sox past Blue Jays (2026-04-05 00:22)

The homer was Murakami's fourth of the season and first in Chicago.

* Astros rack up 18 hits as Tatsuya Imai gets first win (2026-04-05 00:21)

Imai threw 5% scoreless innings with nine strikeouts to earn his first career major league win.

* Artemis astronauts preparing for historic lunar flyby (2026-04-05 00:13)

The next major milestone of the approximately 10-day journey is expected overnight Sunday
into Monday, at which point the astronauts will enter the "lunar sphere of influence."

* Ukraine expects top U.S. envoys in Kyiv this month to reboot talks (2026-04-04 23:44)

The team may arrive shortly after Orthodox Easter, which is celebrated on April 12.
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* Trump pressures Iran ahead of deadline as search continues for missing U.S. airman
(2026-04-04 23:21)

A senior Israeli defense official said Israel was preparing to attack Iranian energy facilities, and
was awaiting approval from the U.S.

* Many LDP members oppose retrial system reform bill (2026-04-04 11:46)

Many argued that retrial appeals by prosecutors should be banned, saying such appeals impede
relief for wrongful convictions.

* Second Japan-linked ship passes through Strait of Hormuz (2026-04-04 10:27)

The ship is the Indian-flagged LPG tanker Green Sanvi, owned by an Indian affiliate of Mitsui
0.S.K., according to the Japanese company.

* Trump weighs broader Cabinet shake-up as Iran war pressure grows (2026-04-04 10:25)

Any potential reshuffling could serve as a reset for the White House as it confronts a politically
challenging stretch.

* The Iran war is reshaping global aviation (2026-04-04 08:29)

Executives of Western airlines have sensed an opportunity to take advantage and regain
ground, adding alternative routes to steal away business.

* IMF urges BO)J to keep raising rates even as Iran war poses new risks (2026-04-04 07:24)

The proposal comes amid market expectations the BOJ will raise interest rates as soon as April
in the face of mounting inflationary pressure.

* Japan conducted foreign weapons protection 11 times in 2025 (2026-04-04 06:52)

The foreign military asset protection activities were carried out under national security-related
laws for the U.S. and British militaries.

* Panel blasts University of Tokyo over corruption scandals (2026-04-04 06:52)

The report listed issues found in the university's response to two scandals involving a professor
of the university and a doctor of its hospital.

* Artemis astronauts more than halfway to moon, putting Earth in rearview (2026-04-04
06:35)

NASA's online dashboard showed Saturday that the Orion spacecraft was more than 229,000
kilometers from Earth.
* Al is rewiring the world's most prolific film industry (2026-04-04 06:18)

India produces the most movies of any country, but shifting audience habits are squeezing
production budgets and studios are responding by tapping Al
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* Culture clash spelt shock end for Japan women's first foreign coach (2026-04-04 05:46)

Greenlander Nielsen took a rampant Nadeshiko Japan to their third Asian title in four
tournaments last month, but was let go shortly after.

* Japan to subsidize costs to seize salaries and assets for child support (2026-04-04 05:24)

The subsidy system was created in line with the revised Civil Code, which entered into force
Wednesday.

* 58 tortillas, five hot sauces and one toilet: life aboard spacecraft Orion (2026-04-04 03:10)

They're sipping smoothies, snapping phone pics, dealing with crashed email and fixing broken
toilets — astronauts, they're just like us.

* Scientists find evidence for theorized gargantuan star explosions (2026-04-04 03:03)

Scientists since the 1960s have theorized the existence of ultra-powerful supernovas, and have
now come up with evidence for them — albeit indirect.

* Hide, find water: Ex-airmen detail how to survive being shot down (2026-04-04 02:31)

U.S. forces were in a race against time and Iran's military to locate an aviator shot down Friday.

* Japan cautious on asking public to conserve energy as Iran war drags on (2026-04-04
01:56)

An official said the government "will not make such a request until at least after the Golden
Week holiday period (from late April to early May)."

* Man arrested after admitting to starting fire at Tokyo's Shibuya crossing (2026-04-04 01:42)

The suspect, who is in his 50s and from Nagoya, turned himself in at a nearby police station at
around 9 p.m. Friday, about 20 minutes after the incident.

* Oil bypassing Strait of Hormuz set to arrive in Japan from May (2026-04-04 01:15)
Over 90% of Japan's oil imports have come from the Middle East, and most of them have come

via the strait.

* Trump's America, an impossible ally? (2026-04-04 00:48)

The U.S. president's attacks on NATO are eroding the alliance's foundations and credibility,
pushing Europeans to form ad hoc coalitions.

* White House seeks $1.5 trillion defense budget as Iran war drives costs (2026-04-04 00:39)

The proposal would lift Pentagon spending by more than 40% in a single year — the sharpest
increase since World War II.
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* U.S. intelligence warns Iran unlikely to ease Hormuz Strait chokehold soon (2026-04-04
00:21)

Tehran's grip on the world's most vital oil artery provides the only real leverage it has over
Washington.

* Patient deaths prompt concern over regenerative care not covered by insurance
(2026-04-03 23:59)

A series of fatal accidents and regulatory violations involving noncovered regenerative care has
prompted health authorities in Japan to review related systems.

* For some around Trump, war on Iran is a Christian calling (2026-04-03 23:52)

In a war against a country led by Shia Muslim clerics, the U.S. is also invoking religion, with
some officials casting it as almost a divine mission.

* Takaichi plans Australia visit to discuss rare earths, report says (2026-04-03 23:46)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi will also discuss cooperation on safe navigation in the Strait of
Hormuz and regional security issues.

* FSA to ease bank capital rules to promote investment (2026-04-03 23:45)

The plan is to reduce capital buffers against loss risks while still maintaining fiscal soundness,
informed sources said Friday.

- ‘If you walk, you will see’ : National parks bet on trekking tourists (2026-04-03 23:05)

Multiday hikes through Japan's most rural stretches aim to benefit locals and visitors alike.

* A smarter stay near Tokyo Disneyland — if you don’ t need the extras (2026-04-03 23:00)

Opened on Feb. 13, the budget-friendly Royal Park Hotel Maihama Resort Tokyo Bay opts for
theme park-focused performance over luxury bells and whistles.

* Downed jets raise new perils for Trump as Tehran hunts for missing U.S. pilot (2026-04-03
22:48)

The incidents show the risks still faced by U.S. and Israeli aircraft over Iran despite assertions
that their forces had total control of the skies.

* Japanese LNG tanker crosses Strait of Hormuz, Mitsui O.S.K Lines says (2026-04-03 11:25)

The ship is the first Japanese vessel to have exited the Strait of Hormuz since the onset of the
Iran war.

* Rice prices in Japan drop for seventh straight week (2026-04-03 11:09)

The figure dipped below year-before levels, when prices climbed into the ¥4,000 range and
government stockpiles began to be released.
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« Italy's soccer federation chief resigns after another World Cup failure (2026-04-03 10:35)

Italy manager Gennaro Gattuso's position is also under question

* Japan's budget likely to be enacted as early as Tuesday (2026-04-03 10:25)

The ruling bloc is looking to get the budget through the Upper House on Tuesday, but
opposition parties have called for four rounds of intensive deliberations.

* Hiroshima's A-bomb museum draws record visitors for third straight year (2026-04-03
09:19)

The tally for the year that ended Tuesday was up 14% from the previous year, the Hiroshima
Peace Culture Foundation said.

* How to make better batter for tempura (2026-04-03 09:15)

"The Art and Science of Tempura" cookbook shows you how to make a restaurant-quality crust
for your fried ingredients. But will the recipe work in your kitchen?

« Thai PM cracks down on ‘evil’ fuel smugglers profiteering from Gulf chaos (2026-04-03
09:05)

The move follows reports of illicit fuel shipments from Thailand into Cambodia, and irregular
practices identified across the supply chain by Thai officials.

* Streaming channel meant for pets launched in China (2026-04-03 08:53)

The new channel on Tencent Video — China's most popular online streaming platform — is
meant to keep pets company while alone or can be watched by animals and humans together.

* Blood clots and burning eyes as pollution chokes north Thailand (2026-04-03 08:15)

The city of Chiang Mai has regularly topped the IQAir monitor website's most polluted big cities
list this week, with the situation even worse in the backpacker destination of Pai.

* Myanmar's Min Aung Hlaing: The general who made himself president (2026-04-03 07:52)

The 69-year-old general, who has ruled Myanmar since a 2021 coup that triggered a civil war,
was elected president in a parliamentary vote.

* Museum of Narratives is rife with possibilities (2026-04-03 07:40)

Part museum, part performance venue, the ambitious Museum of Narratives aims to make
Shinagawa a cultural hub.

* Scam sites for popular stickers on the rise amid shortage (2026-04-03 07:15)

As many as 532 fraudulent websites posing as sellers of the viral Bonbon Drop stickers have
been detected so far.
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* Honda needs a big pivot, and maybe a partner, after big EV-related losses (2026-04-03
07:00)

Brand power and a solid reputation will help as it undertakes an overhaul, with a likely shift
toward hybrids.

* Trump's anger over Iran thrusts NATO into fresh crisis (2026-04-03 07:00)

Angered that European countries have not sent their navies to open the Strait of Hormuz, U.S.
President Donald Trump declared he is considering withdrawing from the alliance.

* Japan to step up its fight against money laundering by scammers (2026-04-03 06:31)

The change will allow police to open online bank accounts under fictitious names for scammers
to then use so police can track the flow of money.

* Nadeshiko Japan and Australia challenge AFC equal pay after Women's Asian Cup
(2026-04-03 06:23)

The two teams accused the governing body of "ignoring" previous requests.

* Tohoku University and SoftBank to develop disaster prevention Al tech (2026-04-03 06:12)

The joint project aims to use generative artificial intelligence to pass on memories and lessons
from the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami.

« ‘How to Steal the Gold’ spins real crime into playful heist fun (2026-04-03 06:00)

A seemingly ordinary life unravels in surprising ways in Takayuki Kayano's character-driven
crime comedy.

* Phil Mickelson to miss Masters due to 'personal health matter' (2026-04-03 04:55)

The 55-year-old American, who plays on the LIV Golf tour, won the Masters in 2004, 2006 and
2010

* Japanese government approves bill to boost demand-based rice production (2026-04-03
04:51)
The revised law will explicitly stipulate the long-standing policy of promoting rice production
that matches demand, with the aim of preventing price declines due to oversupply.
* Nadeshiko Japan coach Nils Nielsen steps down after Asian Cup triumph (2026-04-03
04:44)

Nielsen became the first foreign manager of the women's team in 2024.

« Japan’ s order for Tomahawk missiles delayed by U.S. use in Iran (2026-04-03 04:43)

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 64 — 2026-04-05


https://www.japantimes.co.jp/business/2026/04/03/companies/honda-ev-losses/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/03/world/politics/trump-anger-nato-crisis/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/03/japan/scam-laundering-amendments/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2026/04/03/soccer/japan-australia-afc-equal-pay/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/03/japan/softbank-disaster-prevention-ai/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/culture/2026/04/03/film/how-to-steal-the-gold/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2026/04/03/more-sports/phil-mickelson-skip-masters/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/03/japan/rice-production-bill/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2026/04/03/soccer/nielsen-steps-down-nadeshiko-japan/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/04/03/japan/japan-tomahawk-missiles-delayed/

SecurityStudies.info JAPAN — Security Analysis

Tomahawk missiles are a centerpiece of Tokyo's new strategy of equipping itself with long-range
strike capabilities to deal with challenges from China and North Korea.

* Japan to overhaul adult guardianship system and allow digital wills (2026-04-03 04:24)

Among the changes, the new system lets support recipients flexibly replace their guardians, and
it will allow for digital wills to be created on computers and smartphones.

* The Moon and the Turtle: A lesson in false equivalence (2026-04-03 04:08)

Following the United States does not mean following blindly; it means understanding that the
CRINKs offer no alternative order worth living in.

* Alpine condemns online abuse directed at Franco Colapinto and Esteban Ocon
(2026-04-03 03:48)

The team also dismissed suspicions from some fans of "sabotage" against Colapinto.

* CRA leader Ogawa calls for full merger with CDP and Komeito (2026-04-03 03:40)

"Prolonged stagnation ... could sink them together," Junya Ogawa said, referring to the three
Japanese opposition parties.

* Police took action against 12,000 people over tokuryd in 2025 (2026-04-03 03:28)

The National Police Agency aims to uncover the full picture of the crime groups and identify
their leaders.

* Microsoft drafts $10 billion investment plan in Al-hungry Japan (2026-04-03 03:18)

Microsoft is battling Amazon.com and Alphabet for dominance in Japan, which is spending
billions to develop an artificial intelligence ecosystem and catch up to the U.S. and China.

* Cy Young winner Trevor Bauer signs with Long Island Ducks (2026-04-03 03:16)

The right-hander is expected to be the club's starter in its opener on April 21 in Central Islip,
New York.

«Japan’ s counterstrike move reflects rising regional challenges (2026-04-03 02:51)

Japan has for some time debated the acquisition and deployment of "strike capabilities" that
can hit adversaries from considerable distances.

« ‘Metals of the future’ : copper and silver flow beneath Poland's surface (2026-04-03
02:50)

Driven by the rise of artificial intelligence, renewable energies, and global defense needs,
demand for metals found underneath Poland is expected to keep increasing in the future.
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* At a village pub in Orban's heartland, Hungary's vote plays out over pints (2026-04-03
02:30)

Poorer rural areas have been a stronghold for Orban's ruling party, partly due to community
work projects that depend on funding from Fidesz-controlled local authorities.

* Trump gloats on possible war crimes in Iran, but punishment distant (2026-04-03 02:25)

Experts say the near-term consequences for the U.S. president are probably none, as his
administration works hard to undermine international institutions tasked with keeping norms.

* Central banks' inflation mood puzzle: more judgment than science (2026-04-03 02:25)

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, central banks have developed new tools to fill gaps in data about
behavior, but measuring expectations remains more an art than an exact science.

* Some 570,000 Japanese plan to travel abroad during Golden Week (2026-04-03 02:13)

The average spending per person on overseas trips during the April 25 to May 7 period is
estimated at ¥329,000, the highest figure since comparable data became available in 1996.

* From outcast to mediator in Iran war, Pakistan's remarkable makeover (2026-04-03 01:56)

In a striking transformation, Pakistan has gone from diplomatic outcast to trusted regional
partner as it mediates between the U.S. and Iran to end the war in the Middle East.

* First field evacuation drill planned for remote Okinawan islands (2026-04-03 01:42)

The January drill will include both tabletop exercises and field training, according to a
government report.

- Toyota expands lineup of ‘Tesla killer’ EVsin U.S. car market (2026-04-03 01:31)

The world's largest carmaker currently offers in the United States four imported electric
vehicles, and will add a fifth this month.

* Trilateral fighter project takes significant step with first joint contract award (2026-04-03

01:12)
The deal, which is months behind schedule and runs only until June 30, is seen as a stopgap
measure for the project, as Britain sorts out its finances.

* Japanese firms reduce share buybacks for first time since 2020 (2026-04-03 01:03)
Uncertainty over U.S. tariff policy under U.S. President Donald Trump's administration likely

made companies more inclined to hold onto cash.

* Unification Church followers consider new organization to continue practices (2026-04-03
00:58)
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The planned organization may not have legal status, but would accept donations and manage
funds.

* Iranians reel from U.S.-Israeli attacks on civilian infrastructure (2026-04-03 00:57)

The pummeling of urban areas is shifting the mood among some Iranians who might have
initially supported the attacks, two people said.

* World anxious to open Strait of Hormuz while Trump and Iran trade threats (2026-04-03
00:35)

Iran has effectively shut down the Strait of Hormuz, which usually carries about a fifth of the
world's oil consumption, in retaliation for U.S.-Israeli strikes.

+ Under global spotlight, Australia plays hardball on social media ban (2026-04-03 00:12)

The Australian government is pleased with the overseas interest in the ban, but is also keen to
counter the news that many teens are still scrolling on their phones, experts say.

* In rural Japan, a consultant code-switches and connects (2026-04-03 00:00)

A cultural consultant is combining academic and personal passions in Niigata Prefecture while
maintaining an online community for women of similar biracial backgrounds.

* Cheap Chinese cars are waiting on Detroit's doorstep (2026-04-02 22:40)
Nervous U.S. automakers fear it's just a question of when Chinese competitors will succeed in
cracking the market.

* Russia made no territorial gains in Ukraine in March, analysis shows (2026-04-02 22:29)

The Russian army has been slowing its advance since late 2025 due to counter-offensives.

* Trump fires Pam Bondi as U.S. attorney general (2026-04-02 22:13)
The U.S. president felt Bondi was not moving quickly enough to prosecute critics and
adversaries whom he wanted to face criminal charges, according to sources.
* Hegseth asked U.S. army chief to step down, Pentagon says (2026-04-02 22:03)
The move comes as the U.S. and Israel continue a war against Iran, a mission that has recently
seen the U.S. send thousands of troops for a possible ground operation.
* Burkina Faso and Mali troops kill more civilians than jihadists do, data shows (2026-04-02
08:44)
Widespread deaths of civilians at the hands of government forces could bolster the political

legitimacy of militant groups and fuel recruitment, analysts said.

* Chinese airlines to raise fuel surcharges on domestic flights (2026-04-02 08:24)
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The fuel surcharge increase comes as the war in the Middle East, and Iran's effective closure of
the crucial Strait of Hormuz, have sent crude prices soaring.

* In pursuit of world title and Olympic gold, Kanoa Igarashi looks back with gratitude
(2026-04-02 08:20)

The "little kid" might have been lost when he debuted at 17 years old, but the man he is now is
more confident in what he can do on a surfboard.

* Japan eases timeline for creating nuclear plant anti-terrorism facilities (2026-04-02 07:39)

Out of the 12 reactors across the nation for which anti-terrorism facilities have been completed,
only one met the deadline.

* Expelled from camp, Palestinian refugees now face Iranian rockets (2026-04-02 07:19)

Driven from their refugee camp home in the West Bank, Palestinian families now face a new
threat: Iranian missiles intercepted overhead.

«Save ‘everydrop of fuel,’” Lee urges South Koreans facing Mideast war impacts
(2026-04-02 06:58)

The president warned that the U.S. and Israel's war on Iran has triggered one of the most
severe energy security threats in decades.

* Rams receiver Puka Nacua checks into rehab center (2026-04-02 06:20)

The Rams star "voluntarily entered a private facility to focus on his health, personal growth, and
overall development,” lawyer Levi McCathern said in a statement.

» Ukraine wants IOC to examine 'neutral’ status of Russian athletes (2026-04-02 06:08)

The IOC allowed a limited number of athletes from Russia and Belarus to compete at the 2024
Paris Olympics and the 2026 Milano Cortina Winter Games with no flags or anthems.

* Arne Slot hoping Mohamed Salah ends Liverpool tenure on high note (2026-04-02 05:57)

Salah announced last week he will leave the English champion at the end of the season after
nine years.

* Japan's police agency to promote reform to tackle more specialized, global crime
(2026-04-02 05:48)

The guidelines call for equipment and personnel to be shared across police departments and
for a review of the division of roles between headquarters and stations.

* Australia hits gambling advertising, advocates say not hard enough (2026-04-02 05:27)

The government's attempt to appease public health concerns are falling short of measures
recommended by its own inquiry.
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* Japanese automakers' U.S. sales fall 5.4% in first quarter (2026-04-02 04:49)

The six companies that include Honda, Subaru and Toyota saw growing demand in the U.S. last
year ahead of President Donald Trump's tariffs being introduced.

* Former BOJ chief economist sees likelihood of April rate hike (2026-04-02 04:11)

Toshitaka Sekine, now an economics professor at Hitotsubashi University, thinks there are more
upside risks for inflation.

* France and Japan hedge against rising threats with strategic autonomy push (2026-04-02
04:04)

While the ongoing energy crisis was ever present, both nations also signed agreements set to
outlast the turmoil and strengthen their positions in a fragmented world order.

* Activist fund Palliser presses Ajinomoto to raise prices for chip material (2026-04-02 03:58)

The U.K.-based fund is calling for a more than 30% increase in prices for Ajinomoto Build-Up
Film, used to package high-performance semiconductors.

* Japan credit pipeline slows as investors grapple with volatility (2026-04-02 03:54)

The number of borrowers planning yen deals at the start of the new fiscal year is down about
60% from a year earlier.

* Collector buys 'million dollar' Ayrton Senna helmet in Japan (2026-04-02 03:45)

Senna, a three-time world champion, was killed at age 34 in a crash at the Imola circuit in San
Marino on May 1, 1994.

* MUFG to take on global peers for slice of $1.3 trillion transaction-banking pie (2026-04-02
03:44)

Japan's largest lender is looking to capitalize on its competitive strengths in key Asian markets
as it strives to catch up with global peers.

« Cambodia says it extradited accused money laundering leader to China (2026-04-02 03:19)

The Southeast Asian country added that the action showed it was cracking down on scam
operations.

- Secret codes and yuan fees get ships through Iran’ s Hormuz tollbooth (2026-04-02 03:07)

Ship owners and operators face difficult legal questions over whether they should pay Iran's
tolls and which rules, sanctions and conventions may be applied to them.

« TCL-Sony deal marks China’ s rise to prominence in TV market (2026-04-02 03:04)
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TCL's joint venture with Sony is set to surpass South Korean rivals and bookmark decades of
Japanese consumer electronics dominance.

* LDP abandons fiscal 2026 budget passage this week (2026-04-02 02:53)

Members of the LDP and the CDP agreed to hold a deliberation session on the bill Friday,
effectively putting a vote off until next week.

* Psychiatrist in Tokyo arrested on suspicion of sexually assaulting patient (2026-04-02
02:45)

The 55-year-old suspect allegedly assaulted the patient, a woman in her 20s, on the afternoon
of Aug. 8, 2025, at a clinic he runs in Shinjuku Ward's Kabukicho area.

* Tiger Woods receives permission to leave U.S. for treatment (2026-04-02 02:40)
The PGA of America confirmed that Woods will not captain the U.S. Ryder Cup team in 2027.

« Italy's sports minister asks soccer chief to step down after World Cup disaster (2026-04-02
02:38)

The head of Italy's soccer federation, Gabriele Gravina, said he would not resign.

* Number of visitors to 3/11 memorial facilities drops further (2026-04-02 02:21)

"There are strong concerns about collective memories fading," one local government official
said.

* Trump threatens to escalate Iran war, while saying end is close (2026-04-02 01:59)
The U.S. president in a rare prime-time address on Wednesday cast the war as a success, saying
the operation had nearly achieved its military goals.

* Google faces calls to prohibit Al videos for kids on YouTube (2026-04-02 01:53)
More than 200 children's specialists, advocacy groups and schools sent a letter raising concerns

about what they view as a lack of substance in Al-generated YouTube videos.

* Pfizer and BioNTech halt U.S. COVID-19 vaccine study after recruitment struggles
(2026-04-02 01:53)

The move comes as COVID vaccine makers grapple with pushback from the U.S. administration
and weak U.S. demand for the shots.

« America’ s Al build-out hinges on Chinese electrical parts (2026-04-02 01:52)

The boom in Al infrastructure is colliding with a shortage of transformers and other electrical
components needed to power massive data centers.

* A 12,000-mile journey shows the world’ s scramble for diesel (2026-04-02 01:52)
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Soaring fuel prices from the Iran war are forcing oil traders into longer, stranger journeys,
sending cargoes on routes that would normally make little economic sense.

« China’ s state airlines are aviation’ s unlikely losers from war (2026-04-02 01:52)

Despite providing flights to Europe bypassing the Middle East, carriers' shares have tumbled
since the conflict began.

* Japan and Turkey's foreign chiefs agree to cooperate on Iran (2026-04-02 01:29)

Hakan Fidan said that his country wants to work with Japan on the Iran situation, and the two
foreign ministers agreed to continue close communication.

« Can Trump pull the U.S. out of NATO? (2026-04-02 01:19)

The U.S. president has been harshly critical of the 77-year-old trans-Atlantic alliance for years.

* Humanoid robots offer Europe path to stay in tech race (2026-04-02 01:18)

The market for Al-powered robots and autonomous machines has the potential to balloon into
a trillion-dollar opportunity by 2035, according to Barclays analysts.

* Reports on female achievements must go beyond 'first woman' angle (2026-04-02 01:07)

Journalism professor Kaori Hayashi says that whenever a woman breaks the glass ceiling in
Japan, new outlets are quick to narrow their focus to gender.

*An ‘untapped field” : The Japanese women who are seeing growth in agriculture
(2026-04-02 00:52)

The traditional gender roles in Japanese agriculture are beginning to shift, giving way to a more
flexible division of labor.

* Ogasawara chief to clarify stance on nuclear waste site survey (2026-04-02 00:52)

Some participating residents expressed concerns about the possibility of the facility damaging
the environment and causing rumors harmful to the entire Ogasawara Islands.

* NASA's moon mission tests aerospace old guard as SpaceX, Blue Origin hover (2026-04-02
00:37)

The mission is a key test of whether the agency's traditional contractor-built systems can
remain viable in a rapidly shifting space industry.

* Trump says U.S. may exit Iran war soon and threatens to quit NATO (2026-04-02 00:31)

The U.S. will soon end its war on Iran, the U.S. president said, while scaling up threats to pull
out of NATO over what he sees as its failure to support Washington with the war.

* Magnitude 7.6 earthquake off Indonesia prompts tsunami alert (2026-04-01 23:52)
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Indonesia could see a tsunami of up to 1 meter, with other areas including Japan potentially
seeing smaller waves.

* NASA astronauts bound for Moon in landmark return mission (2026-04-01 23:36)

The rocket system, taller than the Statue of Liberty, reached speeds of around 17,500 miles per
hour as it hurtled to space.

* A war meant to break Iran could leave Tehran stronger, and Gulf exposed (2026-04-01
22:10)

Instead of crushing Iran's theocratic rulers, it could leave them stronger and emboldened by
surviving weeks of U.S.-Israeli attacks.

* Cookies, miso and milk make a pie for all seasons (2026-04-01 09:20)

Pull off a delicious, no-cream bake with a little help from "k6ji" mold.

* Japan's department store duty-free sales rebound as China-driven slump eases
(2026-04-01 08:52)

The gains mark a shift for the stores, which had endured consecutive months of declining
duty-free sales amid lingering tensions with China.

* Japanese companies welcome new employees as fiscal year starts (2026-04-01 08:43)

The ceremonies were held against a backdrop of global turmoil stemming from the Middle East
conflict and economic uncertainty at home.

«Japan’ s international flights to get pricier due to hike in fuel surcharge (2026-04-01 08:36)

Fuel surcharges are expected to rise up to double their current rates due to the ongoing Iran
conflict.

* LDP divided over move to criminalize desecration of Japan's flag, sought by JIP (2026-04-01
08:12)

While some party members have called for a bill to be enacted during the current session of
parliament, others express concern over freedom of expression.

* World doesn't need crisis over Taiwan, opposition leader says before China trip
(2026-04-01 08:06)
Cheng Li-wun, chairwoman of the Kuomintang, said that she is seeking reconciliation, ahead of

a six-day trip to China at the invitation of Chinese President Xi Jinping.

* North Korea hackers suspected of attack on widely used software tool (2026-04-01 07:58)

Hackers linked to North Korea are suspected of an ambitious attack on an inconspicuous
software package, cybersecurity experts said.
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* Russian women decry therapy plan to get them to have children (2026-04-01 07:48)

Russia is in the midst of a demographic crisis, with fertility rates at 1.4 children per woman.

* In Japan, strong state-led certification key to boosting organic food uptake (2026-04-01
07:07)

Japanese and U.K. researchers have found that having a transparent government-certified
system may help encourage more people to buy organic food products.

* Smiles, not stoicism, at new tournament for retired sumo stars (2026-04-01 06:59)

A new tournament for former sumo wrestlers promises a far more relaxed atmosphere than
the sport usually allows.

* South Korea praised Japan's 1995 war statement, records show (2026-04-01 06:41)

The statement expressed Japan's remorse and apology over its past colonial rule in Asia.

* Sony expands support for women pursuing science and engineering careers (2026-04-01
06:30)

The company is hoping to share the excitement of discovering new knowledge and the appeal
of applying it in real-world careers.

* Social media platforms differ in transparency on defamation and Al issues (2026-04-01
06:12)

A survey made the findings a year after the enforcement of the information distribution
platform law, aimed at tackling the spread of illegal and harmful online content.

* Renewables grew to almost 50% of global electricity capacity in 2025 (2026-04-01 05:41)

The growth was led by a leap in solar capacity, which grew by 511 gigawatts in 2025 to 2,392
GW.

* LDP, JIP agree to drop special ward requirement for secondary capital (2026-04-01 05:06)

The move opens up the role to prefectures other than just Osaka.

* JMA warns of potential tremors throughout the week after magnitude 5.0 quake
(2026-04-01 04:38)

There is no threat of a tsunami, and there were no immediate reports of injuries or damage
following the temblor, whose epicenter was in southern Ibaraki Prefecture.

* Relegation-battling Spurs appoint De Zerbi as manager (2026-04-01 04:22)

The London club, which won the Europa League last term, is one point and one place above the
Premier League relegation zone after 31 games.
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* Applying Israel's death penalty law would be a  ‘war crime’ : U.N. (2026-04-01 04:19)

Under the new law, Palestinians in the occupied West Bank convicted by military courts of
carrying out deadly attacks classified as "terrorism" will face the death penalty.

* Asia barters for scarce energy as Iran crisis throttles supply (2026-04-01 04:02)

The race for alternative supply has hotted up as China, the world's second-largest economy,
imposed fuel export bans.

* Gattuso apologizes after Italy misses out on third straight World Cup (2026-04-01 03:17)

The Italians took an early lead in Zenica, but after going down to 10 men, they were hauled back
by Bosnia before penalties sent Gennaro Gattuso's side packing.

* SBI eyes Tokyo ‘Sphere’ arena in new entertainment push (2026-04-01 03:16)

The Tokyo-based financial group is considering the Odaiba waterfront district as a potential site
for the project.

* Chiefs owner says Mahomes' rehab is 'ahead of schedule' (2026-04-01 03:12)

Patrick Mahomes, 30, tore the ACL and LCL in his left knee in a Dec. 14 loss to the Los Angeles
Chargers.

* Labor officials worry work-style reform progress could backslide (2026-04-01 02:49)

The administration of Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has started discussing a possible easing of
working-hour regulations.

* When do attacks on civilian installations amount to war crimes? (2026-04-01 02:48)

Some experts say attacks against oil facilities, electricity production sites and desalination
plants that supply civilians could amount to war crimes.

* Trump signs order tightening mail-in voting, drawing swift legal threats (2026-04-01 02:47)

The order would use federal data to help election officials verify voter eligibility and would
require absentee ballots to be sent only to voters on each state's approved list.

« Trump’ s delayed Xi summit gives U.S.-China irritants room to grow (2026-04-01 02:45)

In recent days, China launched retaliatory probes into U.S. trade practices, while a bipartisan
group of American senators visited Taiwan to press for more spending to deter China.

« Redesigning U.S.-Japan security ina ‘two-peer’ nuclear era (2026-04-01 02:26)

Frontline U.S. allies like Japan must strengthen their own denial capabilities and institutionalize
trigger mechanisms for extended deterrence and ensure rapid decision-making.
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+ KDDI says ¥246.1 billion overstated via fictitious transactions (2026-04-01 02:16)

Eight KDDI executives, including President and CEO Hiromichi Matsuda, will return portions of
their executive remuneration.

* Japanese banks to share data on fraudulent accounts from April 2027 (2026-04-01 02:14)

Under the initiative, account data will be shared through the Cooperation agency for
Anti-Money Laundering.

« Japanese X is now America’ s favorite corner of the internet (2026-04-01 01:51)

Japanese Twitter has been insulated from the culture wars and manipulation by foreign bots,
one reason political discourse remains reasonably sane.

« Who pays the price for Japan’ s nuclear power? (2026-04-01 01:46)

In the context of a sluggish economy and rising energy prices, affordable electricity is widely
seen as a prerequisite for Japan's competitiveness.

* Moriyasu says beating England will boost Japan's World Cup challenge (2026-04-01 01:40)

Kaoru Mitoma's goal secured Japan's first-ever win over England, a result Hajime Moriyasu
believes can fuel World Cup ambitions.

* 'Key to survival': Ukrainian army battles to change amid manpower shortages (2026-04-01
01:11)

The Ukrainian military has acknowledged the need to change as its mobilization campaign has
been divisive and faced accusations of being unfair, corrupt and abusive.

* Japan Times 1951: Truman ousts Gen. MacArthur (2026-04-01 01:00)

U.S. President Harry Truman dismissed the key player in Japan's postwar recovery 75 years ago
this month.

« Japan’ s manufacturer mood improves, supporting BOJ’ s rate stance (2026-04-01 00:50)

The business sentiment index advanced in March to 17 from a revised 16 in the previous
quarter, the BOJ's Tankan business survey showed Wednesday.

« Drugmakers delay some European launches with a wary eye on Trump’ s pricing policies
(2026-04-01 00:28)

The White House has been pushing to lower the cost of prescription drugs in the U.S., which has
traditionally paid significantly more than other wealthy countries.

« Oil shock from war on Iran unwinds traders' playbook since Trump’ s tariffs (2026-04-01
00:16)
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Fallout from the conflict for energy markets and global trade is forcing a shift away from
popular, crowded trades that had come to define markets.

* Foreign ski instructors and guides operating illegally in Japan spark concerns (2026-04-01
00:00)

Officials and businesses in major winter destinations warn that such illicit operations could
disrupt public order, create unfair competition and raise safety concerns.

* 'Doctor jet' transportation service for critically ill children seeks support amid funding
shortfall (2026-03-31 23:41)

The Japan Critical Care Jet Network, based in Osaka Prefecture, is seeking to raise ¥200 million
($1.25 million) to maintain its service for severely ill pediatric patients.

* Dirty diapers born again in Japan recycling breakthrough (2026-03-31 23:39)

The project hopes to ease bloated landfill sites and respond to a growing need for adult diapers
in aging Japan.

* China and Pakistan outline five-point plan to end Mideast war (2026-03-31 22:30)

The two countries outlined a joint initiative "for restoring peace and stability in the Gulf and
Middle East region," after senior Pakistani officials visited Beijing.

* Marco Rubio urges U.S. diplomats to use X to fight 'anti-American propaganda'
(2026-03-31 22:27)

The cable, which was first reported on by The Guardian, was devoted to ways to expose foreign
influence operations and falsehoods that harm U.S. security and interests.

* Arab nations may lose $200 billion from Iran war, U.N. says (2026-03-31 22:27)

Middle Eastern countries stand to lose between $120 billion and $194 billion from gross
domestic product as a result of disruptions from the war, according to an analysis.

* OpenAl valued at $852 billion after completing $122 billion round (2026-03-31 22:16)

The bulk of the financing, which had been in the works for months, came from three large tech
companies.

« Trump’ s frustration over Iran grows, signaling hastened exit (2026-03-31 22:12)

Trump has told associates that he is angry with NATO members and other allies, said people
familiar with his thinking.

* Wenger's proposed 'daylight' offside rule to begin trial in Canada (2026-03-31 08:57)

Under the new approach, an attacking player will be ruled offside only if thereisa clear
gap, or "daylight," between the attacker and the defender.
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* Opening of third runway at Narita Airport to be delayed due to land issues (2026-03-31
08:48)

Work on the 3,500-meter runway, currently under construction, has been pushed back due to
difficulties acquiring the planned site.

* Japanese investors back new VC fund targeting African startups (2026-03-31 08:19)

The backing by large firms underscores the growing interest from the nation in African
companies as they contend with a shrinking market and relatively low interest rates at home.

* Akazawa appointed critical-materials czar in response to conflict in the Middle East
(2026-03-31 08:12)

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi said the industry minister is tasked with reviewing the supply
situation and developing policy responses.

* Indonesia to loan endangered Komodo dragons to Japan for breeding program
(2026-03-31 07:40)

A male and a female will be sent to a zoo in Shizuoka Prefecture, which will send several
animals in return to Indonesia including red pandas and giraffes.

» What the Middle East war means for China’ s ties with Iran (2026-03-31 07:36)

China and Iran's relationship is transactional despite them sometimes being considered as part
of a broader anti-Western group — alongside Russia and North Korea.

* Cool cat Coulis waiting for a second lucky break (2026-03-31 07:26)

Adopted 13 years ago, this senior cat is smooth and elegant, just like his namesake.

* Japan rolls out new joint custody system (2026-03-31 07:05)

The change ends the country's long-standing sole custody framework, under which only one
parent could retain parental rights following a divorce.

« The KGB’ s successor is expanding its power in Putin’ s Russia (2026-03-31 06:19)

Russia’ s main security agency is expanding its sweeping surveillance powers, deepening the
state’ s reach into economic and social life to suppress any risk of dissent to President Vladimir
Putin.

* At Japan-Indonesia summit, energy security takes center stage amid war in Middle East
(2026-03-31 06:08)

The two Asian nations' leaders on Tuesday pledged to coordinate closely on this issue, as oil and
gas prices soar due to the ongoing war.
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* Legislation adopted to set numerical thresholds for dangerous driving (2026-03-31 05:59)

Application requirements for the crime of dangerous driving are vague under current rules, and
many cases have ended with convictions for negligent driving instead.

* The deliberate brilliance of Yoshinobu Yamamoto (2026-03-31 05:14)

Baseball analyst PitchingNinja sees Yamamoto as a master of detail, whose smooth mechanics
and inventive training have helped fuel his rise in MLB.

» Takaichi rallies support for a ‘new technology-driven nation’ (2026-03-31 05:00)

Positioning science and technology at the core of national strategy is not new.

* The world's dumbest tariff has been revealed (2026-03-31 04:52)

So far, this is a standard U.S. tariff story, but aluminum isn't a standard product.

* Japan to broaden nursery access through expanded child aid program (2026-03-31 04:40)

The program will be funded by a child-rearing support fund, with fees collected on top of public
medical insurance premiums from all households.

* Pakistan's foreign minister to visit China as outlook for Mideast war uncertain (2026-03-31
04:01)

Pakistan has emerged as a key player in seeking to broker peace in the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran.

«Iran’ s grip on Strait of Hormuz tighter than ever after first month of war (2026-03-31
03:45)

The near-total closure of the Strait of Hormuz has proved an exceptionally effective asymmetric
weapon in Iran's fight against two of the world's most powerful countries.

« Meta’ s $280 billion tailspin sparks ‘tobacco moment’ questions (2026-03-31 03:38)

Wall Street is grappling with the possibility that social media companies could face a similar risk
to the shrinking of the tobacco industry following stronger regulations.

* China's sanctions against Japan lawmaker over Taiwan ties slammed (2026-03-31 03:32)

The Japanese government has urged China to lift the sanctions against Keiji Furuya, which
include a ban on his entry into China.

* Tokyo inflation cools for now as BOJ monitors mideast impact (2026-03-31 03:24)

Consumer prices excluding fresh food rose 1.7% in the capital from a year earlier in March,
marking the smallest increase since April 2024.

* Japan moves to attract more foreign visitors to national parks (2026-03-31 03:08)
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The Environment Ministry will work on improving accessibility and multilingual support to hit its
target.

«Japan’ s top polluters face new rules as carbon market advances (2026-03-31 03:00)

Reporting requirements begin in April for about 300 to 400 companies with annual direct
emissions of at least 100,000 metric tons.

* Deceived women seek criminal penalty for married men pretending to be single
(2026-03-31 03:00)

As it stands, men feigning singlehood to enter into sexual relationships can only be sued in the
civil courts.

* Maple Leafs fire general manager Brad Treliving (2026-03-31 02:50)

After two upper-division finishes, including a first-place finish in 2024-25, the Leafs have fallen
off this season, dropping completely out of playoff contention.

 Connecticut Sun to relocate and rebrand as Houston Comets next year (2026-03-31 02:49)

The upcoming season will be the last the Sun play in Connecticut, their home since 2003,
before relocating to Houston ahead of the 2027 season.

* Mind games: How soccer stars are fueling chess boom (2026-03-31 02:47)

Chess is enjoying a surge in popularity, with high-profile soccer players helping introduce the
game to a new generation.

* Chicago Bulls waive Ivey after anti-LGBTQ+ comments (2026-03-31 02:47)

The decision came after Jaden Ivey appeared to take aim at the NBA over its support for Pride
month throughout the league.

«Japan’ s 'counterstrike capability' takes shape with missile deployments (2026-03-31
02:27)

Japan on Tuesday for the first time deployed its homegrown longer-range missiles and new
hyper velocity gliding projectiles to two military bases in the country.

* Calls for more variety as girls still bombarded with gender-coded pink products
(2026-03-31 02:02)

There are growing efforts in Japan to move away from color stereotypes, with products such as
toy kitchen sets and dolls now more often offered in neutral tones.

* Long airport waits ease after TSA workers receive back pay (2026-03-31 01:45)

The longest lines in history at many airports earlier this month forced flyers to miss their flights
and consider other travel options.
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* Former mayor of Ito indicted after allegedly falsifying academic record (2026-03-31 01:31)

Maki Takubo was elected Ito mayor for the first time in 2025 and claimed to have graduated
from Toyo University, but later revealed that she had been expelled.

* Top court upholds 10-year sentence for man who attacked Kishida in 2023 (2026-03-31
01:30)

Lower court rulings had sentencing the 27-year-old for attacking the then prime minister with
an explosive during an election campaign event the city of Wakayama.

* Israel passes death penalty law for Palestinians convicted of lethal attacks (2026-03-31
01:19)

The law, which has drawn international criticism of Israel, would only apply to Israelis convicted
of murder whose attacks aimed at "ending Israel's existence."

* China puts home energy needs above cooperation as Mideast war halts supplies
(2026-03-31 01:15)

China is the world's second largest fertilizer exporter and also a large supplier of fuel, with
imports from China a major source of supply for many countries in Asia.

* Scientists filmed a whale birth. The surprise: Mom had many helpers. (2026-03-31 01:07)

The findings add to a growing body of research indicating that humans are not the only species
in which mothers receive some form of help during and after birth.

* SMFG cools on acquisitions as banking giant sets new profit goal (2026-03-31 01:07)

Japan's second-largest lender is aiming for ¥2 trillion in profit and a 13% return on tangible
equity in three years.

* The secret trial of a Chinese artist accused of mocking Mao Zedong (2026-03-31 01:06)

The trial, where the artist faces suspicion of slandering China's heroes, will not be open to the
public.

* OpenClaw creator visits Tokyo to pitch Al agents that organize your life (2026-03-31 00:39)

The artificial intelligence agent tool has taken the tech world by storm with its ability to execute
real-life tasks and connect with existing Al models.

* Ukraine's drone masters eye Iran war to kickstart export ambitions (2026-03-30 23:19)

To export Ukrainian systems, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy criss-crossed the Gulf region to
hash out deals with countries that have been targeted by waves of Iranian drone attacks.
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* Allies sent Ukraine 'signals' on reducing strikes on Russian oil, Zelenskyy says (2026-03-30
23:18)

The Ukrainian president said Kyiv is ready to reciprocate if Moscow stops attacking the
Ukrainian energy system, and that Kyiv is open to an Easter ceasefire.

* White House says no change in Cuba policy after Russian tanker waiver (2026-03-30 23:17)

The administration said it allowed the recent fuel delivery to the island for humanitarian
reasons and that such decisions would be handled on a case-by-case basis.

* Fearing economic collapse after war, Iran cracks down on dissent (2026-03-30 23:15)

Officials fear that damage to an already battered economy will spur mounting opposition to the
ruling system once the conflict ends.

* U.S. expands threats to Iran energy, water as it hails talks (2026-03-30 22:08)

The threat to water facilities would constitute a war crime as defined by the Geneva
Conventions.

* The voices of Tibet, far from home (2026-03-30 15:25)

A conversation with author Amy Yee on exile, identity and the lives of Tibetan refugees across
continents.

* First U.S. F-35A stealth fighters arrive at Misawa base in Aomori Prefecture (2026-03-30
09:23)

Japan's Air Self-Defense Force also plans to deploy a total of 42 F-35As at the base, with 39
currently in operation.

* Boosting your brain with a chip carries a price (2026-03-30 09:07)

While hybrid intelligence via brain-computer interfaces may one day be possible, experts warn
that for healthy adults and children, the risks likely outweigh the benefits.

* Shizuoka's premium melons hit Aussie market (2026-03-30 08:10)
The Shizuoka Crown Melon, grown chiefly in the cities of Fukuroi and Hamamatsu, boasts a high
sugar content and rich aroma compared with other varieties

« Utility contract complaints persist nearly a decade after deregulation (2026-03-30 08:09)
Consumer officials are urging caution as complaints over electricity and gas contracts remain
almost 10 years since Japan opened its utility markets.

* One man, his dog, and ChatGPT: Australia's Al vaccine saga (2026-03-30 07:48)

Australian Paul Conyngham used artificial intelligence to design a personalized experimental
treatment for his sick dog and find top scientists to administer it.
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* Sheep culls put pressure on Greek feta cheese production (2026-03-30 07:18)

More than 480,000 sheep and goats were culled, mainly in central and northern Greece, from
August 2024 to early March due to a pox pandemic.

* ADHD medication in short supply in Japan as demand soars (2026-03-30 07:16)

Some clinics have stopped prescribing stimulant Concerta to new patients or limiting doses for
longtime patients due to limited stock.

* Thai PM readies new Cabinet as energy crisis threatens growth (2026-03-30 06:59)

A list of 35 ministers is being submitted for royal endorsement following background checks on
the nominees by various agencies, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said.

« Decoding ‘Trump-Speak’ — a guide for Japan’ s leaders (2026-03-30 06:58)

For Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the challenge of dealing
with U.S. President Donald Trump is not about language or translation. The real difficulty lies in
interpreting a presidential communication style that departs sharply from the postwar norms of
diplomacy.

* Japan's parliament passes emergency ¥8.56 trillion stopgap budget (2026-03-30 06:48)

Lawmakers across party lines were forced to resort to the temporary measure for the first time
in 11 years.

* Why are Chinese flights to North Korea resuming now? (2026-03-30 06:44)

Before both countries closed their borders due to COVID-19, North Korea received an estimated
300,000 foreign visitors in 2019, 90% of them Chinese.

* Donald Trump’ s Suez moment (2026-03-30 06:41)

The British-French Suez blunder at least was mercifully brief; it humiliated both countries and
shattered their international ambitions.

* Foreign students at nursing care schools outnumber Japanese peers (2026-03-30 06:35)

A shrinking youth population and below-average wages are among factors contributing to the
trend.

* Takaichi seeks to ease concerns over medical-product supplies (2026-03-30 06:33)

The prime minister acknowledged that crude-oil shortages in other Asian nations led to worries
about the long-term supply of products manufactured elsewhere and shipped to Japan.

« ‘Nowhere else to go’ : The squatters in the richest part of Seoul (2026-03-30 06:28)
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Having lived in the Gangnam district's Guryong Village for nearly 40 years, many are resistant to
take the city's offer to leave and may face eviction.

* This is what happens when the gas runs out (2026-03-30 06:26)

Countries in Asia are bracing for a complete cutoff in coming days of Middle Eastern LNG, a fuel
that underpins power generation and industrial output across much of the region.

« Toyota sales fall, while Japan’ s automakers brace for Iran impact (2026-03-30 05:34)

The carmaker was hurt by aggressive competition in electric vehicles in China and weak demand
at home in Japan.

* Myanmar junta chief nominated for presidential vote as transition looms (2026-03-30
05:25)

The move follows a controversial election held amid raging conflict in December and January.

* South Korea weighs first driving curbs in 35 years on oil crunch (2026-03-30 05:07)

The country has already imposed driving restrictions on civil servants, curbing how often they
can access government buildings by car.

* China sanctions Japanese lawmaker over Taiwan trips (2026-03-30 04:56)

The LDP's Keiji Furuya is banned from entering mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau amid
Beijing and Tokyo's monthslong diplomatic row.

* In U.S. Supreme Court fight over birthright citizenship, a great-grandson hears echoes of
1898 (2026-03-30 04:27)
San Francisco area resident Norman Wong, 76, worries that the principle granting citizenship by

birth on U.S. soil enshrined by his ancestor's case may be in peril.

* NPB sees explosive start to 2026 regular season (2026-03-30 04:19)

A total of 12 home runs were hit on opening night on Friday, compared with just seven last
season.

* Caster Semenya labels I0C stance on eligibility a disrespect to women (2026-03-30 03:53)

The IOC reinstated genetic testing to determine female sex on Thursday.

* F1 drivers call for changes after Ollie Bearman's crash at Suzuka (2026-03-30 03:31)

The 20-year-old avoided serious injury in the accident.

* Head of Taiwan’ s main opposition KMT accepts Xi invite to visit China (2026-03-30 03:24)

Kuomintang Chairwoman Cheng Li-wun is set to visit the country from April 7 to 12, part of a
bid to "advance the peaceful development of cross-Strait relations."
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* Tottenham parts ways with coach Igor Tudor after seven matches (2026-03-30 03:20)

Tudor lost five of his seven matches in charge.

* History-making Kimi Antonelli wants to keep raising bar in Formula One (2026-03-30 02:55)

The 19-year-old's success at Suzuka made him the sport's youngest championship leader.

* For some retirees, life is a little bit like a holiday (2026-03-30 02:40)

More and more older people are taking up short-term resort jobs as they embark on their "
second life" post-retirement.

« Germany's WWII munitions a toxic legacy on Baltic Sea floor (2026-03-30 02:37)

Scientists warn that rockets, artillery shells and bombs will release contaminants into the
marine environment as salt water corrodes their metal casings.

* BOJ summary displays hawkish tilt with debate on size of hike (2026-03-30 02:27)

One member hinted at the possibility of a bigger rate hike than those recently undertaken due
to the Middle East conflict.

* Japan to begin RSV vaccinations during pregnancy to protect infants (2026-03-30 02:17)

The vaccine will be administered to women in their 28th to 36th weeks of pregnancy to
immunize their babies, with costs primarily covered by public funds.

* WTO talks end in deadlock after Brazil blocks deal over e-commerce duties (2026-03-30
02:01)

The WTO countries are negotiating an extension to a moratorium on customs duties for
electronic transmissions such as digital downloads.

* Japan marks a decade since landmark security legislation took effect (2026-03-30 01:56)

The legislation — and what it allows Japan to do — has come under the spotlight amid the
rapidly deteriorating situation in the Middle East.

* Japan boosts efforts for multination coalition to ensure safety in Strait of Hormuz
(2026-03-30 01:51)

By increasing international pressure on Iran, Japan is looking to demonstrate its commitment to
U.S. President Donald Trump, who has urged Japan and others to make "contributions."

* Lebanon kids struggle to keep up studies as war slams school doors shut (2026-03-30
01:44)

As war in Lebanon shuts schools and displaces families, students are studying from shelters,
sharing devices and relying on patchy online lessons.
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* Al deepfakes blur reality in 2026 U.S. midterm campaigns (2026-03-30 01:28)

Politics experts worry such videos could leave voters confused, or even deceived.

* Uniglo taps into Ohtani magic at Dodgers Stadium to fuel U.S. push (2026-03-30 01:27)

The alliance is an almost perfect match, leveraging U.S. and Japanese fans' fascination with the
multiple-MVP batter and pitcher.

* Stocks fall 5% after yen breaks ¥160 to the dollar over the weekend (2026-03-30 00:58)

Brent crude is up and trading above $115 per barrel on supply concerns.

* CDP stops short of specifying when to merge into CRA (2026-03-30 00:41)

A draft of the CDP's campaign policy had included a plan to make the decision in June 2027,
after unified local elections earlier that year.

« ‘90 Meters’ tempers the strain of caregiving with reassuring glow (2026-03-30 00:30)

Shun Nakagawa's semi-autobiographical drama depicts the toll of caregiving on a teenage boy,
offering a compassionate portrait that smooths some of life's rougher edges.

* Women in Law Japan marks 10 years amid persistent gender gap in the profession
(2026-03-30 00:00)

Through events, workshops and mentorship programs, the platform offers opportunities to
connect for women in the legal profession in Japan.

+ U.S. plans to allow Russian oil tanker into Cuba, easing crisis (2026-03-29 23:58)

The shipment of 730,000 barrels of crude is expected to be allowed to arrive in coming days.

 New $1 billion airport near Delhi to test India’ s buildout boom (2026-03-29 23:57)

India's newest mega airport has already transformed the sleepy town of Jewar, sparking a land
rush and big expectations even before the first commercial flight takes off.

* Why is NASA spending $100 billion to return to the moon? Depends on who you ask.
(2026-03-29 23:52)

It could be a race with China, sustainability, or simply that the lunar surface is the next logical
place for NASA to showcase its technological progress.

* China urges Philippines to stabilize ties amid maritime row (2026-03-29 23:17)

Officials held a "candid and in-depth" exchange of views on relations, and international and
regional issues over the weekend.
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«JD or Marco?’ :Iran war raises 2028 stakes as Trump weighs Vance vs. Rubio (2026-03-29
22:25)

Vice President JD Vance has taken a cautious approach, while Secretary of State Marco Rubio
has aligned himself closely with the president's hawkish stance.

* Pakistan's crypto diplomacy paved way for key role as U.S.-Iran intermediary (2026-03-29
22:21)

Red carpet treatment in Islamabad for the American president's family business underscores
the growing depth of an increasingly important geopolitical relationship.

* Pakistan prepares to host peace talks as Iran accuses U.S. of ground assault plans
(2026-03-29 22:17)

Complicating Pakistan's bid are the maximalist positions set out by the United States, Israel and
Iran on what it would take to end the conflict.

* Tehran briefly loses power after strikes as peace push ramps up (2026-03-29 22:16)

The arrival of a U.S. amphibious assault group and the Iran-backed Houthis to the conflict
raised fears of a possible escalation of the war entering its second month.

* How the Japanese made jazz their own (2026-03-29 14:10)
Through Haruki Murakami and a Tokyo-to-New York performance, hints of how Japan

reinterpreted jazz.

* Two new arrests over bomb bid outside U.S. bank in Paris (2026-03-29 11:14)

According to a police source, the first suspect said he had been recruited through the Snapchat
app to carry out a bombing in exchange for €600 ($692).

* The war with Iran may be ushering in a new nuclear age (2026-03-29 08:23)

From the North Atlantic to the West Pacific, governments are debating more publicly than
before whether they, too, must get the bomb.

* Mercedes' Antonelli wins Japanese Grand Prix to take lead (2026-03-29 07:25)

Kimi Antonelli took advantage of a mid-race safety car to leapfrog into the lead after a dreadful
start from pole position at Suzuka.

* Sabalenka sinks Gauff to win second straight Miami Open title (2026-03-29 07:00)

It was Coco Gauff's first career defeat in a hardcourt final.

* Settlement of HIV-tainted blood scandal marks 30 years (2026-03-29 06:37)

Tomomi Goto, 53, who currently leads a group of plaintiffs in Tokyo, warns that prejudice and
discrimination against people with infectious diseases remain unresolved.
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* One month into Iran war, only hard choices for Trump (2026-03-29 05:17)

The main question is whether Trump will wind down or ramp up a war with Iran, one that has
ignited the worst global energy supply shock in history.

* Japan to establish new Defense Ministry office to bolster Pacific defenses (2026-03-29
04:55)

The ministry will launch the office next month to tackle the challenge of how best to defend
Japan's vulnerable eastern flank, Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi said.

« In first, Japan to send ‘combat’ troops to major military drills in Philippines (2026-03-29
03:55)

The Self-Defense Forces personnel will take part in the annual Balikatan military exercises,
setting a new milestone in regional security cooperation.

* Tokyo police search SDF base over Chinese embassy trespassing (2026-03-29 03:27)

SDF member Kodai Murata was arrested Thursday after entering the premises of the Chinese
Embassy alone and seeking to meet the Chinese ambassador.

* Sakura Internet formally selected as government cloud provider (2026-03-29 03:18)

The decision makes Sakura Internet the first domestic service provider for the government
cloud.

« Putin’ s misguided war on Ukraine reveals epic impotence (2026-03-29 02:54)

In 2025 alone, Russia lost more than 400,000 soldiers, killed or wounded, while capturing less
than 1% of Ukrainian territory.

* Nepal after the fires: Can a landslide deliver democratic stability? (2026-03-29 02:50)
Balen's rise must be understood against this combustible backdrop. His party's victory is less a
conventional mandate than a rejection of the old order.

* Cherry blossoms are now in full bloom in Tokyo (2026-03-29 02:48)

The Japan Meteorological Agency's announcement came three days earlier than average and

two days earlier than last year.

* Some LDP members eye passing fiscal 2026 budget on April 7 (2026-03-29 02:36)

The government and ruling parties aim to get the budget bill through parliament next week, but
the opposition camp is demanding "sufficient" deliberations.

* One month on, Iran conflict fuels worries for Japanese firms and households (2026-03-29
02:12)
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Iran's blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has driven up crude oil prices, hitting businesses such as
farms, bathhouses and public transportation operators.

* Malinin bounces back from Olympic collapse with third straight worlds gold (2026-03-29
02:00)

Ilia Malinin led all the way to take the title with a winning margin of 22.73 points over Japanese
rival Yuma Kagiyama after the free skate.

* Easy win for Belgium over US rings alarm bells for World Cup co-host (2026-03-29 02:00)

Belgium bounced back after going behind to register a runaway 5-2 win.

* Japan strikes late to win Scotland friendly (2026-03-29 01:59)

Samurai Blue continued its impressive form in friendlies since securing World Cup qualification
a year ago.

* Huge turnout for protests against Trump across U.S. on 'No Kings' day (2026-03-29 01:21)

The anti-Trump mood has spilled beyond U.S. borders, with rallies in Amsterdam, Madrid and
Rome, where 20,000 people marched under a heavy police presence.

* Paul Ehrlich's 'Population Bomb' never went off but did great harm (2026-03-29 01:17)

This isn't the world that Ehrlich, who died on March 13, envisaged when he published "The
Population Bomb" in 1968

+ On Canada's tariff front line, business stalls over U.S. trade deal jitters (2026-03-29 00:20)

Windsor's economy has been on a roller-coaster ride for the past year as Trump went back
and forth on tariffs.

* Vance wins CPAC conservative meeting's 2028 presidential straw poll (2026-03-29 00:12)

About 53% of the more than 1,600 attendees who voted in the poll chose Vance.

* North Korea's Kim oversees test of powerful new solid-fuel missile engine (2026-03-29
00:05)

North  Korean leader Kim Jong Un also attended inspections of special operations forces
training and a new main battle tank.
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